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Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Quote Commenting on Quotes

chicago manual of style quote commenting on quotes is a nuanced but essential aspect of
academic and professional writing, particularly when engaging with existing scholarship or historical
documents. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides clear guidelines on how to integrate and
comment on quotations, ensuring clarity, accuracy, and proper attribution. This comprehensive guide
will delve into the intricacies of quoting within quotes, paraphrasing effectively, and using editorial
notes to enhance reader comprehension. We will explore best practices for embedding source
material, the rationale behind specific citation styles, and how to maintain the integrity of the original
text while contributing your own analytical voice. Mastering these techniques is crucial for any writer
aiming for scholarly rigor and effective communication.
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Understanding Quotation Marks within Quotations in
Chicago Style

When a quotation itself contains material that is also quoted, the Chicago Manual of Style dictates
specific punctuation rules to avoid confusion. Generally, single quotation marks are used for the inner
quotation and double quotation marks for the outer quotation. This hierarchical use of punctuation
clearly distinguishes between the material directly attributed to your primary source and the material
that your primary source itself is quoting. It is vital to apply this rule consistently to maintain clarity
and adhere to established academic conventions.

Nested Quotations and Punctuation

The application of single and double quotation marks for nested quotations is a cornerstone of clear
prose. For instance, if a source you are quoting states, "As Dr. Smith argued, 'the evidence is
inconclusive'," and you are quoting this entire sentence, you would enclose it in double quotation
marks. The phrase 'the evidence is inconclusive' within Dr. Smith's statement would then be enclosed
in single quotation marks. This system prevents readers from misattributing the inner quote.



Attributing Inner and Outer Sources

Beyond punctuation, proper attribution remains paramount when dealing with nested quotations. You
must clearly indicate the source of the outer quotation and, if possible and relevant, the source of the
inner quotation. If the inner quote is a widely known or distinct statement, it might warrant a citation
to its original source if you can identify it and it adds significant value to your analysis. However, if the
inner quote is merely illustrative within the outer source's argument, attributing it solely to the outer
source is often sufficient.

Incorporating Block Quotes and Their Commentary

Block quotations, also known as long quotations, are typically reserved for material that is substantial
in length or particularly significant. The Chicago Manual of Style specifies a different formatting style
for these to visually separate them from the main text. When incorporating block quotes, your
commentary should precede or follow the quote, providing context, analysis, or a transition. The
quote itself should stand as a distinct element, but it must be integrated thoughtfully into your own
argument.

Formatting Block Quotations

According to CMOS, block quotations of more than five lines of prose (or more than three lines of
verse) should be set off from the main text. This is achieved by indenting the entire quotation from
the left margin and omitting the quotation marks. The citation follows the final punctuation of the
block quotation. This visual distinction is a key element of Chicago style.

Integrating Commentary with Block Quotes

The true power of using block quotes lies not just in their inclusion, but in the surrounding analysis.
Your commentary should serve to introduce the quote, explain its relevance, and then critically
engage with its content. This might involve dissecting its argument, highlighting key phrases, or
demonstrating how it supports your thesis. Simply dropping a block quote into your text without
explanation or analysis is a common pitfall to avoid.

Paraphrasing vs. Direct Quotation: When to Use Each

Deciding whether to paraphrase or use a direct quotation is a critical skill in academic writing. While
direct quotations offer the precise wording of a source, paraphrasing allows you to rephrase the idea
in your own words, which can sometimes be more concise or better suited to your writing style. The
Chicago Manual of Style guides writers on when each approach is most effective.



The Utility of Direct Quotations

Direct quotations are best employed when the original wording is particularly impactful, memorable,
or legally significant. If the way a point is phrased is as important as the point itself, a direct quotation
is often necessary. This preserves the author's unique voice, rhetorical strategies, or specific
terminology. However, over-reliance on direct quotations can lead to a text that feels disjointed and
lacks your own analytical voice.

The Advantages of Paraphrasing

Paraphrasing allows you to integrate source material seamlessly into your own prose. It demonstrates
your understanding of the source material by enabling you to explain it in your own terms. This can
also be a more efficient way to convey information, especially if the original wording is verbose or
complex. Crucially, even when paraphrasing, you must still cite your source meticulously to avoid
plagiarism.

The Role of Ellipses and Brackets in Quoted Material

When using direct quotations, it is often necessary to omit certain words or phrases, or to add
explanatory material for clarity. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific conventions for using
ellipses (...) to indicate omissions and brackets ([ ]) to indicate additions or alterations within a
quotation. These tools are essential for maintaining the integrity of the original text while ensuring
that the quoted material serves your purpose effectively.

Using Ellipses for Omissions

Ellipses are used to show that words, phrases, or sentences have been deliberately removed from the
original text. If an omission occurs in the middle of a sentence, the ellipsis typically appears without
spacing before or after it, often enclosed by spaces. If an omission occurs at the end of a sentence,
the period of the original sentence is followed by an ellipsis, often with spaces around the ellipsis.
CMOS offers detailed guidelines on spacing and placement.

Employing Brackets for Additions and Alterations

Brackets are used to insert your own words into a quotation for clarification or to alter the grammar of
the quoted material to make it fit your sentence structure. For example, you might use brackets to
identify a pronoun, clarify a potentially ambiguous term, or change a verb tense. Any deviation from
the original text that is not an omission must be enclosed in brackets. This ensures that readers can
distinguish between the original author's words and your editorial interventions.



Chicago Style for Citing Sources Referenced in Other
Sources

A common challenge in research is encountering a source that quotes or discusses another source
you need to consult. The Chicago Manual of Style addresses how to cite secondary sources when you
have not consulted the primary source directly. This is often referred to as citing "a source within a
source."

The "as cited in" Convention

When you find information in a secondary source that you wish to use, but you have not accessed the
original primary source, CMOS recommends using the phrase "as cited in." Your footnote or endnote
would cite the secondary source where you found the information, and then indicate the primary
source that the secondary source is referencing. The bibliography entry would generally only include
the secondary source that you actually consulted.

When to Consult the Primary Source

While the "as cited in" convention is a useful workaround, CMOS strongly encourages writers to
consult primary sources whenever possible. Directly accessing the original material allows for a more
thorough understanding, prevents potential misinterpretations by the secondary source, and ensures
the highest level of academic integrity. Using "as cited in" should generally be a last resort.

Best Practices for Commenting on Quoted Material

Effective commentary on quoted material is what elevates a piece of writing from a mere collection of
citations to a well-argued analysis. The Chicago Manual of Style, while not prescribing specific
analytical approaches, emphasizes clarity, conciseness, and the integration of the quote into your
own discourse. Your comments should illuminate, not obscure, the significance of the quoted text.

Introducing and Framing the Quote

The way you introduce a quotation is crucial. Your introductory phrase should set the stage,
explaining who is speaking or writing, the context of the statement, and why it is relevant to your
argument. This framing helps the reader understand the significance of the quote before they even
encounter it.

Analyzing and Interpreting the Quote

After presenting a quotation, your analysis should follow. Explain what the quote means in the context



of your discussion, how it supports your thesis, or what its implications are. This is where you
demonstrate your understanding and critical engagement with the source material. Avoid simply
repeating what the quote says; instead, unpack its meaning and significance.

Using Quotes Strategically

Not every piece of information requires a direct quotation. Choose quotes judiciously, selecting those
that are most powerful, precise, or characteristic of the source. Overusing quotes can weaken your
own voice and make your writing appear less original. Similarly, using short quotes effectively,
weaving them into your own sentences, is often more impactful than lengthy block quotes.

Editorial Notes and Their Purpose in CMOS

Editorial notes, often appearing in brackets within quotations, serve to clarify, correct, or otherwise
annotate the quoted text from the perspective of the editor or writer incorporating the quote. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance on the appropriate use of such notes to ensure
transparency and aid reader comprehension.

Clarifying Ambiguities

Brackets are used to insert explanatory words or phrases that clarify an otherwise ambiguous
reference within the quotation. For example, if a quotation refers to "him" without clear antecedent,
you might insert the name in brackets: "He stated that [the president] would veto the bill." This
ensures the reader understands who "he" refers to.

Correcting Errors in the Original Text

In rare instances, it may be necessary to correct a clear typographical or grammatical error in the
original text you are quoting. In such cases, you would enclose the correction in brackets, often using
the Latin word "sic" (meaning "thus" or "so") to indicate that the error is present in the original and
has been reproduced faithfully. For example: "They was [were] present at the meeting." However, it is
generally preferable to quote accurately, even with errors, unless the error significantly hinders
comprehension.

Ensuring Accuracy and Avoiding Misinterpretation

The ultimate goal when commenting on quotes, whether they are direct quotations or paraphrases, is
to represent the source material accurately and to ensure your interpretation is well-supported. The
Chicago Manual of Style's emphasis on clear punctuation, proper citation, and judicious use of
editorial tools all contribute to this objective.



Verifying Quotations

Before including any quotation, it is essential to double-check it against the original source. Errors in
transcription can lead to misrepresentation of the author's ideas. Meticulous verification is a hallmark
of responsible scholarly practice and a key tenet of following CMOS guidelines.

Context is Key

When quoting or paraphrasing, always ensure you maintain the original context of the material.
Taking statements out of context can fundamentally alter their meaning and lead to
misinterpretation. Your commentary should reinforce the original context rather than distorting it.

The Reader's Perspective

Always consider the reader's experience. Are your quotations clearly attributed? Is your commentary
easy to follow? Are your editorial interventions understandable? Adhering to CMOS conventions and
practicing thoughtful engagement with source material will ensure your writing is both accurate and
accessible.

---

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle quotes
within quotes?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally uses double quotation marks for the outer quotation and
single quotation marks for any quotation nested within it. This hierarchical use of punctuation helps
distinguish between the primary source being quoted and the secondary source quoted by the
primary source.

Q: When should I use ellipses in quoted material according to
CMOS?
A: Ellipses are used in Chicago style to indicate that words, phrases, or sentences have been
deliberately omitted from a quotation. The specific placement and spacing of ellipses depend on
whether the omission occurs at the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence.

Q: What is the purpose of using brackets in quotations under
the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: Brackets in Chicago style are used to insert explanatory words, clarify pronoun references, or alter
the grammar of a quotation to make it fit seamlessly into your own sentence. They are also used to
indicate a correction of an error in the original text, often with the inclusion of "sic."



Q: How should I cite a source that I found mentioned in
another source, but haven't read directly, using CMOS?
A: Following Chicago style, when you haven't read the primary source directly, you would cite the
secondary source where you found the information, and then use the phrase "as cited in" to indicate
the original primary source. Your bibliography entry would typically only list the secondary source you
consulted.

Q: Is it acceptable to slightly alter a quotation to improve its
flow in my writing, according to the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: Yes, but only with clear indication. The Chicago Manual of Style allows for minor alterations to
grammar or the addition of explanatory words within a quotation, provided these changes are
enclosed in brackets. This ensures transparency and distinguishes your insertions from the original
text.

Q: What is the difference between paraphrasing and direct
quotation in Chicago style?
A: Direct quotation uses the exact wording from the source, enclosed in quotation marks or set as a
block quote. Paraphrasing rephrases the source material in your own words, demonstrating
understanding. Both require proper citation according to Chicago style.

Q: Should I always use block quotes for longer passages in
Chicago style?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style recommends setting off block quotations (typically more than five
lines of prose or three lines of verse) from the main text by indenting them. They are not enclosed in
quotation marks. This visual distinction separates them and signals their importance.

Q: What is the best way to comment on a quotation in Chicago
style?
A: In Chicago style, commentary on quotations should introduce the quote, provide context, and then
analyze its significance or relevance to your argument. The quote should be integrated smoothly into
your own prose, with your analysis following to demonstrate critical engagement.

Chicago Manual Of Style Quote Commenting On Quotes

Chicago Manual Of Style Quote Commenting On Quotes

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-027/chicago-manual-of-style-quote-commenting-on-quotes.pdf


Related Articles
chicago manual of style quote respecting sources
chicago manual of style spelling of academic terms
chicago manual of style title page formatting guide

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-027/chicago-manual-of-style-quote-respecting-sources.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-027/chicago-manual-of-style-spelling-of-academic-terms.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-027/chicago-manual-of-style-title-page-formatting-guide.pdf
https://www.chem.study

