
chicago manual of style publishing for book
typesetters
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is an indispensable guide for anyone involved in the intricate
world of book publishing, particularly for book typesetters. For those who craft the visual
presentation of printed and digital texts, understanding and applying CMOS principles is paramount
to achieving clarity, consistency, and aesthetic appeal. This comprehensive article delves into the
essential aspects of Chicago Manual of Style publishing for book typesetters, covering everything
from foundational typographical rules to the finer points of manuscript preparation and final output.
We will explore how CMOS impacts the typesetting process, ensuring that each page reflects a
professional standard that readers and authors expect. Mastering these guidelines not only
enhances the readability of a book but also solidifies the typesetter's role as a crucial gatekeeper of
quality in the publishing industry.

Table of Contents
Understanding the Role of CMOS in Book Typesetting
Core Typographical Conventions in CMOS
Manuscript Preparation for Typesetting
Handling Special Elements and Formatting
The Art of Page Layout and Design
Output and Delivery Considerations
Common Challenges and Solutions in CMOS Typesetting

Understanding the Role of CMOS in Book Typesetting

The Chicago Manual of Style publishing for book typesetters serves as the authoritative benchmark
for producing high-quality publications. It provides a comprehensive set of rules and
recommendations that govern virtually every aspect of the editorial and production process, with a
significant emphasis on the visual presentation of text. For typesetters, CMOS is not merely a set of
stylistic preferences; it is the foundational document that ensures uniformity and professionalism
across diverse literary works. By adhering to its guidelines, typesetters contribute directly to the
reader's experience, making the text accessible, attractive, and free from distracting inconsistencies.

The primary function of CMOS in typesetting is to establish a clear and consistent typographic
hierarchy. This involves everything from the selection of fonts and the spacing between letters and
words to the treatment of punctuation, headings, and footnotes. A thorough understanding of these
principles allows a typesetter to transform a raw manuscript into a polished, publication-ready
document. This meticulous attention to detail is what distinguishes professional typesetting and
upholds the reputation of both the typesetter and the publisher.

Core Typographical Conventions in CMOS

The Chicago Manual of Style lays down rigorous guidelines for typography, which are critical for



book typesetters. These conventions aim to create a visually harmonious and easily readable text.
They extend to the fundamental choices made about font families, font sizes, leading (the space
between lines of text), and kerning (the adjustment of space between specific letter pairs).

Font Selection and Usage

CMOS recommends using legible and classic fonts for body text. While it doesn't mandate specific
typefaces, it guides against overly decorative or trendy fonts that can hinder readability, especially
in long-form reading. For body copy, serif fonts are generally preferred for print due to their ability
to guide the eye along the line of text. Sans-serif fonts are often recommended for headings or
digital displays.

Punctuation and Its Treatment

The proper handling of punctuation is a cornerstone of CMOS. This includes guidelines on the use of
hyphens, dashes (en, em), apostrophes, quotation marks (curly vs. straight), and ellipses. For
instance, CMOS favors “curly” quotation marks and apostrophes over their straight counterparts,
often referred to as "typewriter" punctuation. The manual also provides detailed instructions on how
to use dashes for parenthetical statements or continuations, differentiating between en dashes and
em dashes.

Spacing and Indentation

Consistent spacing is vital for a professional appearance. CMOS provides clear directives on
paragraph indentation, typically using a first-line indent rather than adding extra space between
paragraphs for novels and most non-fiction. For tabular material or specific stylistic choices, it may
recommend block paragraphs with spacing. The manual also addresses spacing around punctuation,
ensuring that hyphens, dashes, and other marks are handled consistently and unobtrusively.

Manuscript Preparation for Typesetting

Before the typesetting process can even begin, thorough manuscript preparation is essential. This
phase ensures that the typesetter receives a clean, well-organized document, minimizing potential
errors and delays. Chicago Manual of Style publishing for book typesetters emphasizes the
importance of this preparatory stage.

The Role of the Editorial Department

The editorial department plays a crucial role in preparing a manuscript for typesetting. Their work



includes line editing, copyediting, and proofreading to catch grammatical errors, spelling mistakes,
factual inaccuracies, and inconsistencies in style. A well-edited manuscript reduces the burden on
the typesetter, allowing them to focus on the visual presentation rather than substantive content
issues.

Marking Up the Manuscript

In traditional typesetting, editors would often mark up manuscripts with specific instructions for the
typesetter, indicating font changes, paragraph styles, and other formatting requirements. While
digital workflows have streamlined this, the principle remains: the manuscript needs to be clearly
annotated or structured to convey these instructions. For digital typesetting, this often translates to
using specific styles or tags within word processing software.

Handling Special Elements and Formatting

Books often contain elements beyond standard prose that require specialized formatting. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidance on how to handle these to maintain consistency
and readability.

Tables and Figures

CMOS offers extensive advice on the design and formatting of tables and figures. This includes rules
for numbering, titling, captioning, and aligning data within tables, as well as guidelines for
incorporating figures effectively into the text. Typesetters must ensure that tables are legible and
that figures are placed appropriately relative to their references in the text.

Notes, Citations, and Bibliographies

The manual is particularly renowned for its comprehensive system of notes and citations.
Typesetters must accurately implement either the note-and-bibliography system or the author-date
system, ensuring consistency in the formatting of footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies. This
includes the precise rendering of author names, titles, publication details, and page numbers.

Indexes

While the creation of an index is typically done by a professional indexer, the typesetter is
responsible for formatting it according to CMOS guidelines. This involves the correct use of
subentries, cross-references, and page number references to ensure the index is clear,
comprehensive, and user-friendly.



The Art of Page Layout and Design

Beyond the individual elements, Chicago Manual of Style publishing for book typesetters involves
the art of page layout. This encompasses how all the individual components come together to create
a visually appealing and functional page.

Margins and Gutters

CMOS provides recommendations for margins, which affect the overall balance and readability of
the page. Adequate margins prevent text from feeling cramped and provide a resting place for the
reader’s eye. The gutter, the space between facing pages, is also important for ensuring that text
isn't lost in the binding of a book.

Running Heads and Folios

Running heads (or headers) and folios (page numbers) are essential for navigation. CMOS dictates
their placement and formatting. Running heads typically appear at the top of pages and can include
the book title, chapter title, or section title. Folios are usually placed at the bottom of the page.

Paragraph and Line Spacing

The precise control of paragraph breaks and line spacing, or leading, significantly impacts the visual
flow of the text. CMOS offers guidance on appropriate leading for different font sizes and line
lengths to optimize readability. For example, it might suggest a default leading that is roughly
20-25% larger than the font size.

Widows and Orphans

A common typesetting concern addressed by CMOS is the prevention of widows and orphans. A
widow is the last line of a paragraph appearing at the top of a new page, and an orphan is the first
line of a paragraph appearing at the bottom of a preceding page. CMOS advocates for eliminating
these by adjusting line breaks or paragraph breaks to keep related text together.

Here are some common rules to avoid widows and orphans:

Ensure that at least two lines of a paragraph remain with the preceding or succeeding text if a
break occurs.

Avoid leaving a single word or a very short phrase at the end of a paragraph on a page by
itself.



Adjust hyphenation and justification settings carefully to create better line breaks.

If necessary, slightly rephrase or add/remove a word to improve paragraph flow across pages.

Output and Delivery Considerations

The final stages of Chicago Manual of Style publishing for book typesetters involve ensuring the
output is correct and delivered in the appropriate format.

Prepress Checks

Before a book goes to print or is delivered as an ebook, rigorous prepress checks are conducted.
This includes proofreading the typeset pages for any errors introduced during the process.
Typesetters often produce proofs for authors and editors to review, with subsequent rounds of
corrections.

File Formats for Print and Digital

CMOS provides guidance on preparing files for different output methods. For print, this typically
involves high-resolution PDF files. For ebooks, typesetters must consider various formats like EPUB
or MOBI, ensuring that the text reflows correctly and that special formatting is preserved across
different reading devices.

Common Challenges and Solutions in CMOS
Typesetting

Even experienced typesetters can encounter challenges when adhering to the intricate rules of the
Chicago Manual of Style. Understanding these potential pitfalls and their solutions is key to
delivering a flawless product.

Maintaining Consistency Across a Large Project

In lengthy books or series, maintaining absolute consistency can be demanding. Typesetters must
rely on style sheets and diligent cross-referencing. For complex projects, a dedicated proofreader or
style checker can be invaluable in identifying deviations from the established norms.



Interpreting Ambiguous Instructions

Occasionally, manuscript instructions or even specific CMOS guidelines might appear ambiguous. In
such cases, the best practice is to consult with the editor or publisher for clarification. Documenting
these queries and their resolutions can also help prevent future misunderstandings.

The dedication to detail and the adherence to established standards are what make Chicago Manual
of Style publishing for book typesetters a respected and reliable process. It ensures that every book
produced meets a high bar for readability, professionalism, and aesthetic quality, contributing
significantly to the enduring value of printed and digital literature.

Q: What is the primary purpose of the Chicago Manual of Style
for book typesetters?
A: The primary purpose of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for book typesetters is to provide a
comprehensive set of rules and recommendations that ensure consistency, clarity, and aesthetic
appeal in the visual presentation of text, ultimately enhancing readability and professionalism.

Q: Are there specific fonts recommended by CMOS for book
typesetting?
A: CMOS does not mandate specific fonts but recommends using legible and classic typefaces,
favoring serif fonts for body text in print due to their readability, and often suggesting sans-serif
fonts for headings or digital applications.

Q: How does CMOS address the issue of widows and orphans
in typesetting?
A: CMOS strongly advocates for the prevention of widows (the last line of a paragraph at the top of a
new page) and orphans (the first line of a paragraph at the bottom of a preceding page) by ensuring
that at least two lines of a paragraph remain with its adjacent text to maintain visual flow.

Q: What is the difference between an en dash and an em dash
according to CMOS?
A: According to CMOS, an en dash is typically used to indicate ranges (e.g., pages 10–20) or
connections, while an em dash is used for parenthetical interruptions, abrupt breaks in thought, or
to set off a clause. Their lengths and uses are distinct.

Q: How should book typesetters handle quotations in a text



according to CMOS?
A: CMOS generally prefers "curly" quotation marks (e.g., “ ” and ‘ ’) over "straight" typewriter-style
quotation marks. It also provides detailed rules on the placement of punctuation relative to quotation
marks and guidelines for quoting poetry and dialogue.

Q: What are the key considerations for page layout in CMOS
typesetting?
A: Key considerations for page layout in CMOS typesetting include establishing appropriate margins,
gutters, running heads, folios, and ensuring consistent paragraph and line spacing to create a
balanced and readable page design.

Q: What role does manuscript preparation play in CMOS
publishing for book typesetters?
A: Manuscript preparation is critical as it involves the thorough editing and proofreading of the text
to ensure accuracy and consistency before typesetting begins. A clean manuscript minimizes errors
and allows typesetters to focus on formatting and design.

Q: How does CMOS guide the formatting of notes and
citations?
A: CMOS provides two main systems for notes and citations: the note-and-bibliography system and
the author-date system, offering detailed instructions on the precise formatting of footnotes,
endnotes, and bibliographies to ensure consistency and accuracy.

Q: What are the typical output requirements for a book typeset
according to CMOS for print?
A: For print, CMOS-compliant typesetting typically requires output in high-resolution PDF files,
ensuring that all fonts are embedded and that the page layout and image resolutions are suitable for
professional printing.
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