chicago manual of style political science
journal articles

The Chicago Manual of Style's impact on the academic world is undeniable, and for scholars in
political science, adhering to its guidelines for journal articles is paramount for clear communication
and professional presentation. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of applying the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) specifically to political science journal articles, covering everything
from citation practices to stylistic nuances. We will explore the importance of CMOS in this field,
dissect its core principles for textual elements, and provide in-depth analysis of its rules for
footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies. Furthermore, we will address common challenges and offer
practical advice for navigating complex citation scenarios within political science research, ensuring
your work meets the rigorous standards expected by journals. Understanding these detailed
requirements is not merely a matter of following rules; it's about enhancing the credibility and
readability of your scholarly contributions.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in Political
Science

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive
rules for writing, citing, and formatting academic work. In the field of political science, consistent
and accurate application of CMOS is crucial for several reasons. It ensures that research is
presented in a clear, organized, and professional manner, facilitating easy comprehension by peers,
reviewers, and readers. Adherence to CMOS also signifies a commitment to academic integrity and
scholarly rigor, demonstrating that the author has taken care to present their findings and sources
meticulously.

For political science journal articles, the goal is to communicate complex ideas, theories, and
empirical findings effectively. CMOS offers a standardized framework that minimizes ambiguity and
allows readers to focus on the substance of the research rather than on stylistic inconsistencies.
While other citation styles exist, CMOS, particularly its Notes and Bibliography system, is frequently
adopted by political science journals due to its flexibility in handling a wide array of source types,
including primary documents, government reports, and archival materials, which are common in the
discipline.



Key Elements of Chicago Style for Journal Articles

When preparing a political science journal article using CMOS, authors must pay close attention to
several key elements. These range from general rules of grammar and punctuation to highly specific
requirements for citing sources. The manual covers aspects such as capitalization, spelling,
hyphenation, and the proper use of abbreviations, all of which contribute to a polished and
professional manuscript. Understanding these foundational elements ensures that the article
adheres to established academic conventions.

Beyond basic mechanics, CMOS provides detailed guidance on structuring the manuscript itself.
This includes advice on headings, tables, figures, and other visual elements that might be
incorporated into a political science article. The aim is to present data and arguments in a way that
is both aesthetically pleasing and easily digestible. For political science research, which often
involves data analysis and comparative studies, well-formatted tables and figures are indispensable
tools for conveying information effectively.

Grammar and Punctuation in CMOS

The Chicago Manual of Style offers detailed recommendations for grammar and punctuation that are
essential for clear academic writing. This includes guidelines on comma usage, semicolon
placement, and the proper formation of possessives. For political science articles, where precise
language is vital for conveying nuanced arguments, correct grammar and punctuation prevent
misinterpretation.

CMOS also provides guidance on stylistic choices, such as whether to use the serial comma (Oxford
comma) or how to handle the citation of titles of works. These seemingly small details contribute
significantly to the overall readability and professionalism of the article. For instance, consistent
application of capitalization rules for proper nouns and titles within the text ensures a professional
appearance.

Formatting Tables and Figures

Tables and figures are integral to many political science journal articles, used to present statistical
data, comparative analyses, and visual representations of theoretical models. CMOS offers
guidelines on how to format these elements to ensure clarity and consistency. This includes advice
on table titles, column headings, row labels, and the appropriate placement of notes and sources for
each visual element.

When incorporating tables and figures, it is important to refer to the latest edition of CMOS for
specific formatting requirements. This often involves ensuring that tables are clearly labeled, that
figures are appropriately captioned, and that all visual aids are referenced in the text. Proper
formatting prevents confusion and allows readers to quickly grasp the information being presented.

Citation Styles: Notes and Bibliography System

The Chicago Manual of Style primarily offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For political science journal articles, the Notes
and Bibliography system is often the preferred choice due to its ability to accommodate extensive



source material and detailed annotations.

This system uses superscript numbers within the text to indicate a footnote or endnote. These notes
then provide full citation details for the source, along with any additional commentary or explanation
the author wishes to include. Following the body of the article, a bibliography lists all the sources
cited, providing a complete overview of the research consulted.

Understanding Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The choice between footnotes and endnotes within the Notes and Bibliography system is largely a
matter of journal preference, though both serve the same fundamental purpose: to provide source
attribution and supplementary information. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the article, preceding the bibliography.

For political science journal articles, editors will typically specify whether footnotes or endnotes are
required. Authors must meticulously follow these instructions. Each note corresponds to a numbered
superscript in the text, and the content of the note includes the author, title, publication details, and
specific page number(s) of the source being referenced. The first citation of a source in a note is
usually more complete than subsequent citations.

The Purpose of the Bibliography

The bibliography in a CMOS-formatted article serves as a comprehensive list of all sources that have
been cited within the text. It allows readers to easily locate and consult the original materials used
in the research, thereby verifying the findings and allowing for further exploration of the topic. The
bibliography is typically alphabetized by author's last name.

Each entry in the bibliography should contain essential bibliographic information, such as author(s),

title, publication date, and publisher. The level of detail in bibliography entries is slightly less than in
the first footnote or endnote citation, as page numbers for specific references are omitted. However,
the goal remains to provide enough information for easy identification and retrieval of the source.

Crafting Effective Footnotes and Endnotes

Effective use of footnotes and endnotes is a hallmark of well-executed CMOS-compliant political
science journal articles. These notes are not merely a mechanism for attribution; they can also serve
to clarify complex arguments, provide tangential but relevant information, or acknowledge
contributions without disrupting the main flow of the text.

The crucial aspect of crafting effective notes lies in consistency and accuracy. Every piece of
information that is directly quoted, paraphrased, or heavily relies on a specific source must be
accompanied by a corresponding note. For political science research, this is particularly important
when citing historical documents, legal precedents, survey data, or interviews.

First Reference vs. Subsequent References

A key distinction in CMOS notes is between the first reference to a source and subsequent
references. The first time a source is cited in a note, the entry should be relatively complete,



including the author's full name, the full title of the work, publication information (city, publisher,
year), and the specific page number(s). For books, this might look like: John Smith, Theories of
Political Behavior (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent references to the same source within the same article are typically shortened for
brevity. This usually involves using the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the
page number(s). For example: Smith, Theories of Political Behavior, 112. If multiple works by the
same author are cited, the shortened title becomes even more essential to distinguish between them.
If a source is cited consecutively in notes, the term "ibid." (Latin for "in the same place") can be
used, followed by the page number if it differs from the previous note.

Citing Different Source Types in Notes

Political science research often involves a diverse range of source materials, and CMOS provides
specific guidance for citing each type accurately in notes. This includes journal articles, books, book
chapters, government documents, websites, interviews, and even unpublished manuscripts.

For journal articles, a note would typically include the author's name, the article title, the journal
title, volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page number(s). For instance: Jane Doe, "The
Evolution of Democratic Institutions," Journal of Political Science 35, no. 2 (2021): 210. For
government documents, precise citation details, including the issuing agency and specific report
numbers, are crucial.

Building a Comprehensive Bibliography

The bibliography, presented at the end of a political science journal article formatted in CMOS, acts
as a vital reference point for readers and a testament to the thoroughness of the research. It is an
alphabetical compilation of every source cited in the notes, offering a complete overview of the
scholarly landscape the author has navigated.

A well-constructed bibliography not only aids readers in locating sources but also contributes to the
overall credibility of the article. It demonstrates that the author has engaged with relevant
scholarship and is presenting their arguments within an established academic conversation.
Adhering strictly to CMOS formatting for each entry is therefore essential.

Formatting Book Entries

Book entries in a CMOS bibliography require specific formatting to ensure clarity and consistency.
The author's last name is listed first, followed by their first name. The title of the book is italicized.
Publication details, including the city of publication, publisher, and year of publication, are then
provided.

An example of a book entry in a CMOS bibliography would be: Lijphart, Arend. Democracy in Three
Worlds. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999. If there are multiple authors, their names are
listed according to CMOS guidelines, and if a book has been published in multiple editions, the
edition number should be indicated.



Formatting Journal Article Entries

Journal article entries in a CMOS bibliography are also structured with precision. The author's name
is presented as in book entries. The article title is enclosed in quotation marks. The journal title is
italicized, followed by the volume number, issue number (often in parentheses), the publication year,
and the page range of the article.

A typical journal article entry in a CMOS bibliography would appear as: Putnam, Robert D. "Bowling
Alone: America's Declining Social Capital." Journal of Democracy 6, no. 1 (1995): 65-78. Ensuring
accuracy in these details is critical for readers to find the exact article being referenced.

Handling Other Source Types in the Bibliography

CMOS provides detailed instructions for formatting a wide array of other source types commonly
encountered in political science research, such as reports, dissertations, conference papers, and
online resources. Each type has its specific conventions for listing authors, titles, publication
information, and access dates for online materials.

For instance, government reports might require the name of the issuing agency to be prominently
featured. Online sources, especially in political science which relies heavily on contemporary data
and policy documents, will need URLs and access dates. Consistency in applying these rules across
all bibliography entries is paramount for a professional and scholarly presentation.

Specific Considerations for Political Science Sources

Political science research is characterized by its engagement with a vast spectrum of materials, from
historical archives and government publications to contemporary polling data and international
treaties. Applying the Chicago Manual of Style to these diverse sources requires careful attention to
detail and an understanding of how CMOS handles specialized content.

The flexibility of the Notes and Bibliography system within CMOS makes it particularly well-suited
for the complexities of political science scholarship. It allows for the precise attribution of
information from sources that may not conform to the typical structure of a published book or
journal article.

Citing Government Documents and Publications

Government documents are a cornerstone of political science research. CMOS offers specific
guidance for citing these materials, which can vary significantly in format and origin. This includes
acts of legislature, congressional reports, presidential documents, and publications from various
government agencies.

When citing government documents, it is essential to include information about the issuing body, the
title of the document, its number (if applicable), and the date of publication. For example, a U.S.
Congressional report would typically include the Congress and session numbers. Online government
databases and archives also require specific citation formats that CMOS addresses.



Referencing Legal Materials

The citation of legal materials, such as statutes, court cases, and constitutions, often follows specific
legal citation styles. However, for political science articles submitted to journals that primarily use
CMOS, a decision must be made about how to integrate these legal references. CMOS generally
defers to established legal citation conventions when they are more appropriate and universally
understood within the legal field.

When legal materials are cited within a political science article that otherwise adheres to CMOS, the
author should consult CMOS for guidance on how to incorporate these references smoothly. This
might involve using footnotes for legal citations and then providing a brief explanation or context in
the main text, or ensuring that the legal citations themselves are presented in a way that is
comprehensible to a broader academic audience.

Incorporating Archival and Unpublished Materials

Archival materials and unpublished documents, such as personal papers, correspondence, or draft
manuscripts, are frequently used in political science research to provide unique insights and primary
evidence. CMOS provides robust guidelines for citing these sources, which often lack formal
publication information.

For archival materials, a citation will typically include the name of the archive, the collection name
and number, and the specific box and folder where the document is located. For unpublished
manuscripts, details like the author, title, and date of creation are crucial, along with any
information about where the manuscript is held or has been presented. The goal is to provide
enough detail for another researcher to locate the material.

Formatting and Submission Guidelines

Beyond citation practices, the Chicago Manual of Style also governs the overall presentation and
formatting of a political science journal article. Journals typically have their own specific submission
guidelines that often build upon or adapt CMOS rules. It is imperative for authors to consult these
guidelines meticulously before submission.

Adhering to formatting requirements ensures that the manuscript is professional, consistent, and
easy for editors and reviewers to read. This includes aspects such as font choice, line spacing,
margins, and the placement of page numbers. Deviations from these guidelines can, at best, cause
delays and, at worst, lead to the rejection of a manuscript.

Manuscript Layout and Typography

CMOS provides recommendations for manuscript layout, including margins, line spacing, and font
usage. While journals will often specify their preferred font and point size, the general principles of
readability and professionalism apply. Double-spacing is common for submitted manuscripts to allow
for editorial markings.

Page numbering is also a critical formatting element. CMOS generally advises that page numbers
appear on each page, typically in the upper right-hand corner. The title page, abstract (if required),
and subsequent sections should be formatted according to the journal's specific instructions, often



referencing CMOS principles for consistency.

Submission Requirements and Permissions

Before submitting a political science journal article, authors must carefully review the journal's
specific submission requirements. These often include details about file formats (e.g., Microsoft
Word, PDF), submission portals, and any accompanying materials required, such as cover letters or
author biographies.

Furthermore, if an article includes copyrighted material, such as images, lengthy quotations, or
tables reproduced from other sources, authors are responsible for obtaining the necessary
permissions from the copyright holders. CMOS provides guidance on how to acknowledge these
permissions within the manuscript, typically in a note or a dedicated section.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Navigating the detailed rules of the Chicago Manual of Style can present challenges, particularly
when dealing with unusual source materials or conflicting journal requirements. However, with a
systematic approach and a clear understanding of CMOS principles, these challenges can be
effectively addressed.

The key to overcoming common issues lies in meticulous attention to detail, thoroughness in
research, and proactive consultation of both the CMOS manual and the target journal's submission
guidelines. When in doubt, it is always best to err on the side of caution and provide more
information rather than less.

Handling Ambiguous Source Information

Sometimes, the publication information for a source may be incomplete or ambiguous. For example,
a historical document might lack a clear publication date or author. In such cases, CMOS provides
guidance on how to represent this uncertainty. This might involve using approximations (e.g., "circa
for dates) or indicating that information is unavailable.

When faced with ambiguous information, the goal is to be as transparent as possible with the reader.
Clearly indicating what information is missing and why helps maintain academic rigor. For political
science, this might be crucial when dealing with declassified documents or early, less formally
published research.

Resolving Conflicts with Journal-Specific Styles

While many political science journals adopt CMOS, they may also have their own specific style
modifications or additions. This can sometimes create a conflict between the general rules of CMOS
and the journal's requirements.

In such situations, the journal's submission guidelines always take precedence. Authors should
carefully read these guidelines and prioritize them over the general rules of CMOS. If there is any
ambiguity or conflict, it is advisable to contact the journal's editorial office for clarification before
submission.



The Significance of CMOS for Political Science
Scholarship

The adoption of the Chicago Manual of Style in political science journal articles is more than just an
adherence to convention; it is a fundamental aspect of scholarly communication that enhances the
integrity, clarity, and impact of research. By providing a standardized framework for presenting
complex ideas and data, CMOS empowers scholars to communicate their findings effectively to a
global audience.

The meticulous attention to detail demanded by CMOS fosters a culture of rigor and precision within
the discipline. It ensures that political science research is not only intellectually sound but also
presented in a manner that is accessible, verifiable, and credible. Ultimately, mastering CMOS is an
investment in the quality and reach of one's scholarly contributions.

Ensuring Clarity and Readability

The primary function of any style guide is to ensure that writing is clear, concise, and easy to
understand. CMOS excels in this regard by providing rules for grammar, punctuation, and stylistic
consistency that minimize ambiguity and prevent misinterpretation. In political science, where
arguments can be intricate and terminology precise, this clarity is paramount.

By following CMOS, authors of political science journal articles can be confident that their work is
presented in a professional and organized manner, allowing readers to focus on the substance of
their research rather than being distracted by stylistic inconsistencies or unclear citations. This
contributes to a more productive and engaging academic discourse.

Maintaining Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is the bedrock of scholarly work, and CMOS plays a crucial role in upholding it.
The detailed citation requirements of CMOS ensure that all sources are properly acknowledged,
preventing plagiarism and giving credit where it is due. This is particularly important in political
science, where ideas and analyses can be built upon the work of many scholars.

The Notes and Bibliography system, with its emphasis on thorough source attribution, allows
readers to trace the author's research path, verify claims, and engage critically with the evidence
presented. This transparency is essential for building trust and advancing knowledge within the field
of political science.

Enhancing Credibility and Professionalism

A manuscript that is meticulously formatted and accurately cited according to the Chicago Manual
of Style immediately conveys a sense of professionalism and academic credibility. It signals to
editors, reviewers, and readers that the author has taken the utmost care in preparing their work.

For political science journal articles, which often deal with sensitive topics, complex data, and
significant policy implications, this credibility is indispensable. A well-formatted article is more likely
to be taken seriously and to have a lasting impact on the academic conversation and beyond.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by The
Chicago Manual of Style for political science journal articles?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style primarily recommends the Notes and Bibliography system for
humanities and social sciences, which is frequently adopted by political science journals. This system
uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and includes a bibliography at the end of the article.

Q: Should I use footnotes or endnotes when formatting my
political science journal article using Chicago style?

A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes is generally dictated by the specific journal's
submission guidelines. Both serve the same purpose of providing citation information and
supplementary commentary. Always check the target journal's author instructions.

Q: How does Chicago style handle the citation of government
documents in political science research?

A: Chicago style provides detailed guidance for citing government documents, which are common in
political science. This includes specifying the issuing agency, the title of the document, its
publication number, and the date. The exact format can vary based on the type of document (e.g.,
legislative acts, agency reports).

Q: What is the difference between a first citation and a
subsequent citation in a Chicago style note?

A: The first citation of a source in a note provides full bibliographic information: author's full name,
full title of the work, publication details (city, publisher, year), and specific page number(s).
Subsequent citations are shortened, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and
the page number(s).

Q: How should I format an entry for a journal article in the
bibliography section of a Chicago style paper in political
science?

A: In a Chicago style bibliography, a journal article entry includes the author's last name followed by
their first name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, followed by the
volume number, issue number, publication year, and the page range of the article.

Q: What if a political science journal asks for the Author-Date



system instead of the Notes and Bibliography system from
Chicago style?

A: If a political science journal specifically requests the Author-Date system, you should adhere to
that format. This system uses parenthetical citations in the text (Author Year, page) and a reference
list at the end, which is similar to other styles like APA. Always prioritize the journal's stated
requirements.

Q: How does Chicago style address the citation of online
sources for political science research?

A: Chicago style provides specific guidelines for citing online sources, which are prevalent in
political science. These include providing URLs and access dates for websites, as well as specific
formats for online journal articles and reports, ensuring that readers can locate the digital material.

Q: Is there a specific rule in Chicago style for citing legal
materials within political science journal articles?

A: For legal materials like statutes and court cases, Chicago style often advises authors to follow
established legal citation conventions (like The Bluebook) if they are more appropriate and
universally understood within legal scholarship. However, the overall article must still align with
CMOS where legal citations are integrated.
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