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Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style Paraphrase Citation: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style paraphrase citation is a fundamental skill for any academic,
researcher, or writer working with the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). Properly
paraphrasing and citing sources not only demonstrates intellectual honesty and avoids
plagiarism but also allows you to integrate others' ideas seamlessly into your own work,
enhancing your arguments and supporting your research. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the intricacies of paraphrasing within the CMOS framework, covering its core
principles, the essential components of a Chicago style citation for paraphrased material,
and practical examples to ensure accuracy and clarity in your academic writing.
Understanding these nuances is crucial for maintaining scholarly integrity and effectively
communicating your research.
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Understanding Paraphrasing in Chicago Style
Paraphrasing involves restating someone else's ideas or information in your own words and
sentence structure. It is not merely changing a few words; it requires a deep understanding
of the source material and the ability to convey its essence without altering its original
meaning. In the context of the Chicago Manual of Style, accurate paraphrasing is
paramount for ethical academic practice.

The Purpose and Importance of Paraphrasing
The primary purpose of paraphrasing is to synthesize information from various sources and
integrate it into your own discourse. By paraphrasing, you demonstrate that you have
processed and understood the material, allowing you to present it in a way that aligns with
your own writing style and argument. This also helps to break up lengthy quotations and
maintain the flow of your narrative. Furthermore, effective paraphrasing contributes to a
richer and more nuanced discussion by building upon existing scholarship without



overwhelming the reader with direct quotes.

Differentiating Paraphrasing from Quoting
It is crucial to distinguish between paraphrasing and direct quoting. A direct quote involves
using the exact words from the original source, enclosed in quotation marks or set as a
block quotation. Paraphrasing, on the other hand, involves using your own words entirely.
While both require proper citation, the method of integration and presentation differs
significantly. Over-reliance on direct quotes can make your writing sound disjointed and
unoriginal, whereas skillful paraphrasing allows for a more fluid and authoritative voice. The
Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes the importance of using direct quotes sparingly and
only when the original wording is particularly impactful or essential to your analysis.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Paraphrase
Citation
A Chicago style citation for a paraphrased source, whether in the Author-Date or Notes and
Bibliography system, must provide enough information for your reader to locate the original
source. This ensures transparency and allows for verification of your interpretation.
Regardless of the system used, the citation must clearly identify the author and the work
from which the information was drawn. The specificity of the citation will depend on the
chosen citation style within CMOS.

Author-Date System Citations for Paraphrases
In the Author-Date system, in-text citations for paraphrased material typically include the
author's last name and the year of publication. For example, (Smith 2020). If you are
referring to a specific section of the source, such as a chapter or a page range, you may
also include that information. A common practice is to include the page number where the
paraphrased idea can be found: (Smith 2020, 15-17). This allows readers to quickly pinpoint
the original context of the information. The full bibliographic information for all cited
sources will be compiled in a reference list at the end of your document.

Notes and Bibliography System Citations for
Paraphrases
The Notes and Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations. For a
paraphrase, the first note for a given source will typically include more detailed information,
similar to a bibliography entry but often in a slightly different format. Subsequent notes for
the same source can be shortened to the author's last name and the page number. For
instance, a full note might look like: John Smith, The Art of Writing (New York: Publisher,
2020), 45. A subsequent note could simply be: Smith, Art of Writing, 52. A bibliography
entry at the end of the paper will provide complete details for each source, alphabetized by
author's last name.



Crafting Effective Paraphrases: Best Practices
Creating an effective paraphrase goes beyond simply rewording. It involves deep
comprehension and the ability to articulate complex ideas clearly and concisely in your own
voice. The goal is to accurately represent the original author's meaning while making it
your own and fitting it into the flow of your argument. Adhering to best practices ensures
your paraphrases are both ethically sound and academically valuable.

Avoiding Plagiarism When Paraphrasing
The most critical aspect of paraphrasing is avoiding plagiarism. This means not only citing
your sources but also ensuring that your paraphrase is sufficiently distinct from the original
text in terms of wording and sentence structure. If you find yourself closely mirroring the
original, even with minor word changes, it is likely too close and could be considered
plagiarism. Always compare your paraphrase with the original text to confirm you have
truly restated the idea in your own unique way. Proper attribution is non-negotiable.

Integrating Paraphrased Material Smoothly
To integrate paraphrased material smoothly, introduce the idea with a signal phrase that
attributes it to the original author. For example, "As Smith argues, the economic impact of
the policy was far-reaching" (Smith 2020, 15). This not only attributes the idea but also
transitions the reader from your own thoughts to the source's contribution. The paraphrase
should then follow logically, elaborating on the point you are making. Avoid dropping
paraphrases into your text without context or proper introduction.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Paraphrasing
Several common pitfalls can arise when paraphrasing. One is "patchwriting," where writers
change only a few words or phrases from the original, which is still considered plagiarism.
Another is misinterpreting the source material, leading to an inaccurate representation of
the author's ideas. Forgetting to cite altogether is a serious offense. Additionally, students
may paraphrase too closely to the original, failing to achieve sufficient originality in their
wording. Being aware of these pitfalls can help writers avoid them.

When to Cite a Paraphrase
You must cite a paraphrase whenever you present information, ideas, concepts, or data
that originated from another source. This applies even if you have substantially reworded
the original text. If the information is not common knowledge and you learned it from a
specific source, it needs to be attributed. Failing to cite a paraphrase is a form of
plagiarism. The Chicago Manual of Style is explicit on this point: all borrowed material,
whether quoted or paraphrased, requires proper acknowledgment.

In essence, the Chicago Manual of Style paraphrase citation is a cornerstone of academic



integrity. It empowers writers to build upon existing knowledge by thoughtfully
incorporating the work of others into their own research. By understanding the principles of
paraphrasing, the specific citation requirements of CMOS, and employing best practices,
you can effectively and ethically enhance your written work, contributing meaningfully to
your field.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between
paraphrasing and summarizing in Chicago style?

A: In Chicago style, paraphrasing involves restating a specific idea or a short passage
from a source in your own words, maintaining roughly the same level of detail as the
original. Summarizing, on the other hand, involves condensing the main points of a
longer text or entire work into a much shorter version, focusing on the overarching
arguments and conclusions. Both require proper citation according to Chicago Manual
of Style guidelines.

Q: Do I need to cite every sentence when
paraphrasing from a single source?

A: You need to cite the source whenever you present an idea or information that is not
your own, even if you have paraphrased it. If you are discussing several related ideas
from the same page or paragraph, you might be able to group the citations at the end
of the paraphrased section, but it's generally safer to cite each distinct idea or at least
the point where a new idea begins if it's from a different part of the source. The key is
clarity and avoiding any implication that the ideas are yours.

Q: How specific should my Chicago style in-text
citation be for a paraphrase?

A: For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation typically includes the author's last
name and the year of publication (e.g., Smith 2020). Including the page number(s)
where the paraphrased idea can be found (e.g., Smith 2020, 75) is highly
recommended and often required, as it helps readers locate the precise origin of the
information. For the Notes and Bibliography system, a footnote or endnote provides
the citation details.

Q: What if I'm paraphrasing an idea that is common



knowledge?

A: Common knowledge does not require citation. This refers to information that is
widely known and accepted within a particular field or by the general public, such as
historical dates, well-known scientific facts, or basic definitions. However, if you are
unsure whether something is common knowledge, it is always safer to cite your
source to avoid potential accusations of plagiarism.

Q: Can I use a paraphrased idea without the original
author's explicit wording?

A: Yes, that is the essence of paraphrasing. The goal is to convey the author's idea
using your own sentence structure and vocabulary. However, even with significant
changes in wording, the underlying idea still belongs to the original author and must
be cited according to the Chicago Manual of Style. The credit belongs to the originator
of the thought, not just the specific phrasing.

Q: What are the consequences of improper
paraphrasing or failing to cite a paraphrase in
Chicago style?

A: Improper paraphrasing, including patchwriting or failing to cite, is considered a
form of plagiarism. The consequences can be severe, ranging from a failing grade on
an assignment to expulsion from an academic institution, and damage to one's
professional reputation. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes ethical scholarship,
and accurate citation is fundamental to this.

Q: When should I consider using a direct quote
instead of a paraphrase in my Chicago style paper?

A: You should opt for a direct quote when the original wording is particularly precise,
impactful, or essential to your analysis. This might include a unique turn of phrase, a
nuanced definition, a particularly persuasive argument, or statistical data presented in
a specific way. For most information, however, paraphrasing allows for better
integration and demonstrates your own understanding and voice.
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