
chicago manual of style paragraph
concluding sentence examples
The chicago manual of style paragraph concluding sentence examples are crucial for writers seeking
to master the art of academic and professional writing. A well-crafted concluding sentence provides
a sense of closure, reinforces the paragraph's main idea, and often transitions the reader smoothly
to the next point. Understanding how to effectively employ these sentences is vital for clarity,
coherence, and impact. This article will delve into the nuances of concluding sentences according to
the Chicago Manual of Style, exploring their purpose, various types, and providing ample practical
examples to illustrate their application. We will cover how these sentences summarize, bridge, and
emphasize, ensuring your paragraphs leave a lasting impression.
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Understanding the Purpose of Concluding Sentences

The concluding sentence of a paragraph serves as a vital anchor, ensuring that the reader fully
grasps the central message. It acts as a signal that the discussion within that specific paragraph is
drawing to a close. Without a strong concluding sentence, a paragraph can feel abrupt or
incomplete, leaving the reader with unanswered questions or a lack of definitive understanding. The
Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes that coherence and clarity are paramount in all forms of
writing, and the concluding sentence plays a significant role in achieving these goals.

More than just a signal, a well-executed concluding sentence can reinforce the paragraph's topic
sentence and the evidence or explanation provided. It offers an opportunity to restate the main point
in a fresh way, connect it back to the broader argument, or even hint at the implications of the
information presented. This makes the reader's comprehension more robust and aids in retaining the
key takeaway from the paragraph. Mastering these concluding elements is a hallmark of
sophisticated writing, according to stylistic guides like Chicago.

Types of Chicago Manual of Style Paragraph
Concluding Sentence Examples



The Chicago Manual of Style, while not prescribing rigid formulas, implicitly supports various
functions for concluding sentences. Recognizing these different functions allows writers to
strategically deploy them for maximum impact. These functions often overlap, but understanding the
primary purpose helps in selecting the most appropriate phrasing.

Summarizing Concluding Sentences
These concluding sentences restate the main point of the paragraph in a concise manner. They serve
to reinforce the key takeaway for the reader, ensuring that the core idea is not lost. This type of
concluding sentence is particularly useful in longer or more complex paragraphs where multiple
supporting details have been presented.

Example: Thus, the evidence overwhelmingly suggests that atmospheric carbon levels have
risen significantly due to human industrial activities over the past century.

Example: In essence, the study’s findings confirm that early childhood literacy programs yield
measurable long-term academic benefits.

Example: Ultimately, the intricate interplay of economic pressures and social policies shaped
the outcome of the negotiation.

Transitioning Concluding Sentences
Transitioning concluding sentences serve a dual purpose: they wrap up the current paragraph and
seamlessly lead into the next. This creates a smooth flow between ideas, enhancing the overall
readability and logical progression of the text. They often introduce a related concept or question
that will be explored in the subsequent paragraph.

Consider how the following examples bridge ideas:

Example: These economic disparities, however, are not solely the result of market forces; they
also stem from deeply ingrained societal biases that warrant further examination.

Example: While the initial findings are promising, the long-term effectiveness of this
therapeutic approach remains a critical area for future research.

Example: The artistic innovations of this period laid the groundwork for the revolutionary
movements that would define the subsequent century.

Emphasizing Concluding Sentences
Emphasizing concluding sentences aim to highlight the significance or importance of the information
presented in the paragraph. They often convey a sense of urgency, a crucial insight, or a profound
implication. These sentences leave a strong, memorable impression on the reader, underscoring the
main point's weight.



Examples of emphasis include:

Example: Therefore, neglecting these environmental regulations could have irreversible
consequences for global biodiversity.

Example: It cannot be overstated that this discovery represents a paradigm shift in our
understanding of cellular biology.

Example: The implications of this policy change are far-reaching, affecting nearly every aspect
of citizen life.

Synthesizing Concluding Sentences
Synthesizing concluding sentences draw together multiple ideas or pieces of evidence within the
paragraph to form a new, unified conclusion. They demonstrate a higher level of analytical thinking
by showing how different elements connect and contribute to a larger understanding. This type is
often used in argumentative or analytical writing.

Here are some ways synthesis might be expressed:

Example: By combining the geological data with the historical climate records, it becomes
clear that volcanic activity played a pivotal role in the region's ancient settlement patterns.

Example: When viewed together, the experimental results, theoretical models, and
observational data all converge on the conclusion that the hypothesis is indeed valid.

Example: The convergence of technological advancements and shifting consumer demands has
fundamentally reshaped the landscape of the modern marketplace.

Best Practices for Crafting Effective Concluding
Sentences

Crafting an effective concluding sentence requires careful consideration of the paragraph's content
and its role within the larger work. The goal is always clarity and impact. Writers should avoid
introducing entirely new ideas at this stage, as the concluding sentence is meant to resolve, not
expand, the paragraph's focus. Instead, it should tie back to the topic sentence, providing a sense of
completeness.

Consistency with the paragraph's tone and argument is also crucial. If the paragraph has been
analytical, the concluding sentence should reflect that analytical perspective. If it has been
descriptive, the conclusion should offer a fitting sense of closure to the description. Furthermore,
the concluding sentence should be grammatically correct and well-phrased, avoiding clichés or
overly simplistic statements that might detract from the paragraph's overall quality.



The use of strong verbs and precise language can elevate a concluding sentence. Instead of weak,
passive constructions, opt for active voice and evocative wording that leaves a lasting impression.
Consider the following best practices:

Review the paragraph's topic sentence and main points.

Ensure the concluding sentence directly relates to and reinforces these points.

Vary sentence structure to avoid monotony.

Check for clarity and conciseness.

Proofread for grammatical errors and typos.

Consider the transition to the next paragraph.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Several common mistakes can weaken the impact of a paragraph's concluding sentence. One of the
most frequent is the introduction of new information or arguments that have not been previously
discussed. This can confuse the reader and undermine the paragraph's coherence. The concluding
sentence should summarize, transition, or emphasize, not introduce novel concepts.

Another pitfall is simply repeating the topic sentence verbatim. While restatement is a function of
some concluding sentences, it should ideally be rephrased to offer a fresh perspective or reinforce
the point more effectively. A redundant repetition can make the writing feel lazy or uninspired.
Similarly, an abrupt ending without a proper concluding sentence can leave the reader feeling
unsatisfied.

Other issues to avoid include:

Ending with a question that is not answered or addressed.

Using vague or generic statements.

Introducing tangential ideas.

Being too lengthy or overly complex.

Failing to connect the paragraph's point to the larger thesis.



Conclusion: The Power of a Strong Finish

The art of constructing effective concluding sentences, as guided by the principles of the Chicago
Manual of Style, is an essential skill for any writer. These sentences are not mere formalities; they
are critical components that shape the reader's comprehension and the overall effectiveness of your
prose. By mastering the different types of concluding sentences—summarizing, transitioning,
emphasizing, and synthesizing—writers can imbue their paragraphs with greater clarity, coherence,
and persuasive power.

A well-crafted concluding sentence acts as the final brushstroke on a canvas, bringing the image into
sharp focus and leaving a lasting impression. It provides closure, reinforces key ideas, and smoothly
guides the reader forward. Practicing these techniques, understanding their purpose, and avoiding
common pitfalls will undoubtedly enhance your writing, making your arguments more compelling
and your ideas more memorable. The Chicago Manual of Style implicitly champions this attention to
detail, recognizing that every sentence, including the concluding one, contributes to the author's
authority and the reader's understanding.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary function of a concluding sentence in a
paragraph according to the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The primary function of a concluding sentence, as implied by the Chicago Manual of Style's
emphasis on clarity and coherence, is to provide a sense of closure to the paragraph, reinforce its
main idea, and often to transition the reader to the next paragraph. It helps to solidify the takeaway
message for the reader.

Q: Can a concluding sentence introduce a new idea?
A: Generally, a concluding sentence should not introduce entirely new information or arguments that
haven't been discussed within the paragraph. Its role is to wrap up existing ideas, summarize,
emphasize, or transition, rather than to expand the scope of the paragraph with novel concepts.

Q: How do summarizing concluding sentences differ from
emphasizing concluding sentences?
A: Summarizing concluding sentences restate the main point of the paragraph concisely, often by
paraphrasing the topic sentence or the core argument. Emphasizing concluding sentences, on the
other hand, aim to highlight the significance, importance, or implications of the information
presented, leaving a stronger impact on the reader.

Q: Are there specific phrases recommended by the Chicago



Manual of Style for concluding sentences?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style does not prescribe specific phrases for concluding sentences but
rather emphasizes their function. However, common transitional words and phrases like "thus,"
"therefore," "in essence," "ultimately," and "consequently" are often used effectively to signal closure
or causality.

Q: How can I ensure my concluding sentence effectively
transitions to the next paragraph?
A: To effectively transition, your concluding sentence should subtly introduce or hint at the topic of
the upcoming paragraph without abruptly shifting focus. It can do this by posing a related question,
mentioning a concept that will be further explored, or highlighting an aspect of the current
paragraph that logically leads into the next.

Q: What is the role of a synthesizing concluding sentence?
A: A synthesizing concluding sentence brings together multiple pieces of information or ideas
discussed within the paragraph to form a new, unified conclusion or insight. It demonstrates an
analytical understanding by showing how different elements connect and contribute to a larger
point.

Q: Should every paragraph have a distinct concluding
sentence?
A: While not every single paragraph in every type of writing might require a highly elaborate
concluding sentence, striving for one in most academic and professional contexts significantly
enhances clarity and coherence. For longer or more complex paragraphs, a strong concluding
sentence is almost always essential.

Q: What is a common mistake to avoid when writing
concluding sentences?
A: A very common mistake is to simply repeat the topic sentence verbatim. While restatement is
sometimes appropriate, it should ideally be rephrased to offer a fresh perspective or reinforce the
point more dynamically, rather than presenting an exact duplicate.
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