
chicago manual of style paper formatting
requirements

The Chicago Manual of Style paper formatting requirements are essential for academic and professional
writing, ensuring clarity, consistency, and adherence to scholarly standards. Understanding these
guidelines is crucial for students, researchers, and anyone submitting work that requires a formal
presentation. This comprehensive guide will navigate you through the intricacies of Chicago style, from
general page setup to the specific nuances of citations, headings, and typography. We will explore the most
common citation styles within Chicago: notes and bibliography, and author-date. Mastering these
requirements not only enhances the readability of your work but also demonstrates your attention to detail
and respect for established academic conventions, making your research accessible and credible to a wider
audience.
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General Formatting Principles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic and professional writing,
emphasizing clarity, consistency, and precision. Adhering to these formatting requirements is paramount
for ensuring your work is taken seriously and is easily digestible for your intended audience. The
overarching goal of CMOS formatting is to create a professional and unobtrusive presentation that allows the
content to take center stage. This means making deliberate choices about layout, typography, and citation to
achieve a polished and scholarly appearance.

Whether you are preparing a thesis, a dissertation, a journal article, or a book manuscript, the principles
remain largely the same, though specific requirements might be adjusted by individual institutions or



publishers. The Chicago Manual of Style itself is a comprehensive resource, and while it can seem
daunting, breaking down its requirements into manageable sections makes the process much more
accessible. This guide aims to demystify these rules, providing a clear path to correctly formatted
submissions.

Manuscript Preparation

The preparation of a manuscript according to Chicago style begins with understanding the fundamental
aspects of creating a clean and readable document. This involves careful attention to margins, line spacing,
and paragraph indentation, all of which contribute to the overall professionalism and legibility of your
paper. These basic elements set the stage for more detailed requirements regarding specific content
sections.

A well-prepared manuscript is a testament to the author's diligence and respect for the reader. By
following established guidelines, you ensure that your ideas are presented in the most effective way
possible, free from distractions that might arise from inconsistent or unconventional formatting. This
attention to detail can significantly impact how your work is perceived by editors, reviewers, and readers
alike.

Margins and Spacing

For most Chicago style papers, standard margins of 1 inch on all sides of the page are recommended. This
provides ample white space, preventing the text from appearing cramped and making it easier to read.
Consistency is key; ensure all margins are uniform throughout the document.

Line spacing in Chicago style typically calls for double-spacing for the main body of the text. This offers
readability and provides space for editorial marks if the manuscript is being reviewed. However, some
sections, such as block quotations, notes, and bibliographies, may require single-spacing, with a blank line
between entries or paragraphs. Always consult specific publisher or instructor guidelines for any variations.

Paragraph Indentation

The beginning of each new paragraph in the main body of the text should be indented. The standard
indentation is usually half an inch from the left margin. This visual cue clearly signals the start of a new
thought or topic to the reader, enhancing the flow and structure of your argument. Avoid using extra line
breaks between paragraphs unless it is to separate distinct sections, like block quotations, from the main text.



Title Page Requirements

While the Chicago Manual of Style does not mandate a specific title page format for all submissions, it offers
recommendations for those who require one, particularly for dissertations, theses, and academic papers. A
title page serves as the formal introduction to your work, providing essential bibliographic information at a
glance.

The information typically included on a Chicago style title page consists of the title of the paper, your
name, the course name and number (if applicable), the instructor's name (if applicable), and the date of
submission. The placement and formatting of this information should be clear and centered on the page,
creating a professional and uncluttered presentation.

Title Formatting

The title of your paper should be prominently displayed, typically in all capital letters or title case,
centered on the page, and positioned in the upper half. Avoid using quotation marks or italics for the main
title itself, unless the title itself contains a work that is typically italicized or quoted. Subtitles, if any, are
usually separated from the main title by a colon and may be in title case and slightly smaller font size.

Author and Course Information

Your name, the course details, and the submission date are generally placed below the title. Each piece of
information is typically centered. The exact order and formatting may vary based on institutional
requirements, so it is always best to check specific guidelines provided by your university or instructor.
For example, some may require a departmental affiliation.

Running Heads and Page Numbers

The inclusion of running heads and page numbers is a standard practice in academic publishing, helping
readers navigate through the document and identify its location within a larger work. Chicago style offers
flexibility, but consistency is crucial.

Page numbers are essential for any formal document, allowing for easy reference and citation. Running
heads, while not always mandatory for every type of submission, can be helpful for longer works or those
intended for publication. They provide a concise reminder of the document's title or subject matter at the



top of each page.

Placement of Page Numbers

Page numbers in Chicago style are typically placed in the upper right-hand corner of each page, starting
with the second page of your manuscript. The first page of your text (often the first page of the
introduction) is generally unnumbered. Preliminary pages, such as the table of contents or abstract, are
often numbered with lowercase Roman numerals (i, ii, iii, etc.), while the main body of the text uses
Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, etc.).

Running Head Usage

A running head, a shortened version of the title, can be included at the top of each page, usually on the left
side, flush with the margin. This is more common in published works than in student papers. If a running
head is used, it should be consistent across all pages. For student papers, often only page numbers are
required. Always confirm with your instructor or publisher if running heads are necessary.

Typography and Font Choices

The choice of typeface and its application significantly influences the readability and professional
appearance of a Chicago style paper. While the manual itself emphasizes legibility, it allows for a range of
common, easily readable fonts.

Selecting a font that is both clear and aesthetically pleasing is important. The goal is to avoid fonts that are
overly decorative or difficult to read, ensuring that the reader's focus remains on the content. Typography
is a subtle yet powerful tool in conveying professionalism.

Recommended Fonts

The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends using standard, serif fonts for the main body of the
text. These fonts have small decorative strokes at the end of letterforms, which can help guide the eye
across the page, improving reading speed and comprehension. Examples of widely accepted serif fonts
include:



Times New Roman

Georgia

Garamond

Palatino

Sans-serif fonts, which lack these decorative strokes, are also acceptable, particularly for headings or figures,
but serif fonts are generally preferred for the main text. For example, Arial or Calibri might be used in
specific contexts, but consistent use of a serif font is often the most conventional choice for Chicago style.

Font Size

A standard font size of 12-point is typically recommended for the main body of the text. This size ensures
optimal legibility for most readers. Headings and subheadings may be presented in larger font sizes or in
bold to distinguish them from the main text, but the primary content should remain at a comfortable
reading size. Avoid excessively small or large font sizes, as they can detract from the professional
presentation.

Headings and Subheadings

The effective use of headings and subheadings is crucial for organizing your Chicago style paper and
guiding the reader through its structure. They break down complex information into manageable sections,
making your argument easier to follow and understand.

Chicago style allows for a hierarchical system of headings that clearly delineate different levels of content.
The specific formatting for these headings, including capitalization, font style, and placement, helps to
create a visual hierarchy that reinforces the organization of your ideas. Mastering this aspect of formatting is
key to producing a well-structured document.

First-Level Headings

First-level headings, which typically denote major sections of your paper, should be distinct and clearly
formatted. These might include chapter titles or main topic headings. They are often centered on the page



and may be in all capital letters or title case, and sometimes bolded. Ensure there is adequate spacing above
and below these headings to separate them clearly from the surrounding text.

Second-Level and Subsequent Headings

Second-level headings introduce subsections within the main sections. They are usually aligned with the
left margin and may be in title case and bolded. For subsequent levels of headings (third, fourth, etc.),
Chicago style suggests progressively less emphasis. These might be indented, italicized, or formatted in
different ways to show their place in the hierarchy. Always maintain consistency in the formatting of each
heading level throughout your paper.

Notes and Bibliography Citation Style

One of the most distinctive features of Chicago style is its dual citation system: the notes-and-bibliography
system and the author-date system. The notes-and-bibliography system is widely used in the humanities
and is characterized by the use of footnotes or endnotes for citations, accompanied by a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the work.

This system is particularly useful for authors who need to provide extensive commentary or supplemental
information, as notes allow for this without disrupting the flow of the main text. Understanding the
nuances of creating these notes and the bibliography is essential for accurate and effective citation.

Footnotes or Endnotes

In the notes-and-bibliography system, citations are typically presented as either footnotes (appearing at the
bottom of the page) or endnotes (collected at the end of the chapter or the entire work). Each citation
begins with a superscript Arabic numeral placed after the relevant punctuation. The first time a source is
cited, a full bibliographic entry is provided in the note. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened, often using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The Bibliography

The bibliography lists all the sources cited in the text, arranged in a single alphabetical list by the author's
last name. Each entry in the bibliography mirrors the information provided in the first note for that source
but is formatted as a standalone bibliographic entry. This section is crucial for allowing readers to locate the



original sources themselves. The specific formatting of bibliography entries varies depending on the type of
source (book, journal article, website, etc.).

Author-Date Citation Style

The author-date system, the second major citation format within Chicago style, is more commonly found in
the sciences and social sciences. It utilizes parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name
and the year of publication, along with the page number if a specific passage is being referenced. This
system is favored for its efficiency and its ability to quickly inform the reader of the source's origin and
publication date.

The author-date system simplifies the in-text citation process, making it less intrusive to the narrative flow.
However, it requires a corresponding reference list at the end of the paper, which functions similarly to a
bibliography, detailing all the sources cited.

In-Text Citations

In the author-date system, in-text citations are placed directly within the sentence, usually at the end of a
quote or paraphrase. The format is typically (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). For instance, a citation
might appear as (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page
number are needed in parentheses, like this: Smith (2020) argues that... (45).

Reference List

The reference list, located at the end of the paper, contains full bibliographic information for every source
cited in the text. It is alphabetized by the author's last name. Unlike the bibliography in the notes-and-
bibliography system, the author-date reference list typically uses hanging indents, where the first line of
each entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented. This formatting enhances
readability and clearly distinguishes entries.

Tables and Figures

Presenting data effectively through tables and figures is a key aspect of scholarly communication. Chicago
style provides guidelines for formatting these elements to ensure they are clear, easily understood, and



integrated smoothly into your paper.

Properly formatted tables and figures enhance the reader's comprehension by visually representing
complex information. They should be self-explanatory as much as possible, with clear titles, labels, and any
necessary explanatory notes.

Numbering and Titling

All tables and figures should be numbered sequentially using Arabic numerals. Tables are typically labeled
"Table 1," "Table 2," and so on, while figures are labeled "Figure 1," "Figure 2," etc. Each table and figure
should have a clear, descriptive title that accurately conveys its content. The title is usually placed above
tables and below figures.

Placement and Referencing

Tables and figures should ideally be placed as close as possible to their first mention in the text. If a table or
figure is too long to fit on one page, it may be continued on subsequent pages, with appropriate labels
indicating the continuation. In the text, you should refer to each table and figure by its number, for
example, "as shown in Table 3" or "see Figure 1."

Appendices

Appendices are used to include supplementary material that is too lengthy or detailed to be included in the
main body of your Chicago style paper. This might include raw data, questionnaires, lengthy transcripts, or
other supporting documents that are relevant to your research but would disrupt the narrative flow if
placed within the main text.

Each appendix should be clearly labeled and organized, ensuring that readers can easily locate and consult
this additional information. The inclusion of appendices demonstrates a thoroughness in your research and
provides valuable context for your findings.

Appendix Formatting

Each appendix should begin on a new page, clearly labeled with the word "Appendix" followed by a letter



or number (e.g., "Appendix A," "Appendix 1"). If there is only one appendix, it can simply be labeled
"Appendix." The title of the appendix should be centered. If you have multiple appendices, they should be
listed in the table of contents in the order they appear in the document.

Content within Appendices

The content within each appendix should be formatted consistently with the rest of your paper, including
font, spacing, and margins, unless specific formatting is required for the material itself (e.g., survey forms).
Each appendix should be treated as a self-contained unit, with its own internal organization if necessary.
Ensure that any items within an appendix are clearly referenced in the main body of your text where
relevant.

FAQ

Q: What are the primary differences between the notes-and-bibliography
and author-date Chicago style systems?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-and-bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text
citations (AuthorLastName Year, Page). The former is more common in humanities, and the latter in
sciences and social sciences.

Q: Is it permissible to use a sans-serif font for my Chicago style paper?
A: While serif fonts are generally recommended for the main body of text in Chicago style for their
readability, sans-serif fonts are not strictly forbidden. However, for a traditional academic presentation, a
serif font like Times New Roman or Georgia is the preferred choice. Consistency is key, regardless of the
font selected.

Q: How should block quotations be formatted in a Chicago style paper?
A: Block quotations, which are typically longer than 40 words or more than four lines of prose, should be
set off from the main text by indenting them from the left margin (usually by half an inch). They should
be single-spaced, and the quotation marks are omitted. The citation follows the block quotation.



Q: What is the standard procedure for numbering pages in a Chicago style
document?
A: Arabic numerals are used for the main body of the text, typically starting with page 1 for the first page
of the introduction. Preliminary pages, such as the table of contents, abstract, and acknowledgments, are
usually numbered with lowercase Roman numerals (i, ii, iii, etc.). Page numbers are generally placed in
the upper right-hand corner.

Q: When should I use the author-date citation system versus the notes-
and-bibliography system?
A: The choice between the two Chicago style systems often depends on the conventions of your academic
discipline or the specific requirements of your publisher or instructor. The author-date system is prevalent
in scientific fields and areas that prioritize rapid access to publication dates, while the notes-and-bibliography
system is favored in the humanities for its ability to include commentary and detailed source information.

Q: What constitutes a "shortened" note in the notes-and-bibliography
system?
A: A shortened note is used for subsequent citations of a source already fully cited in a previous note. It
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work (if the full title is long), and the page
number(s). For example, Smith, The History of Ideas, 123.

Q: How do I format an appendix in Chicago style?
A: Each appendix should begin on a new page, clearly labeled "Appendix A," "Appendix B," etc., or simply
"Appendix" if there is only one. The title of the appendix should be centered. The content within the
appendix should follow the general formatting guidelines of the paper, and each appendix should be listed
in the table of contents.

Q: What are the margin requirements for a Chicago style paper?
A: The standard recommendation for margins in a Chicago style paper is 1 inch on all sides of the page (top,
bottom, left, and right). This provides adequate white space for readability and allows for potential editorial
marking. Consistency in margins throughout the document is crucial.
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