chicago manual of style notes
bibliography sample

chicago manual of style notes bibliography sample is a crucial element for academic and
scholarly writing, ensuring proper attribution and facilitating reader research. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of constructing both footnotes/endnotes
and a bibliography according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). We will explore the
fundamental principles behind each system, examine common source types, and provide
clear, actionable examples. Understanding how to correctly format these components is
vital for maintaining academic integrity and presenting a polished, professional document.
This article aims to demystify the process, offering a robust understanding of Chicago
style's citation requirements.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the
former, which is widely adopted in the humanities, including literature, history, and the
arts. The notes-bibliography system relies on two distinct but related components:
numbered notes (footnotes or endnotes) within the text and a comprehensive bibliography
at the end of the document. Each note provides specific details about the source cited at
that point in the text, while the bibliography offers a complete alphabetical listing of all
sources consulted and referenced.

The fundamental purpose of any citation system is to give credit to the original authors and
to allow readers to locate the sources themselves. In Chicago style's notes-bibliography
system, this is achieved through a dual mechanism. The numbered notes offer immediate
context for the reader, directly linking a particular piece of information or quotation to its
origin. The bibliography then acts as a consolidated reference list, enabling deeper
exploration of the research material. Mastering both elements is essential for producing
compliant and credible academic work.

The Notes System: Footnotes and Endnotes

The notes system in Chicago style involves either footnotes, which appear at the bottom of
the page where the citation is made, or endnotes, which are collected at the end of the



document. Both function identically in terms of content and formatting, with the choice
often dictated by publication or instructor preference. Each note is preceded by a
superscript Arabic numeral that corresponds to a number placed discreetly within the text,
usually at the end of a sentence or clause.

First Reference Notes

The first time a particular source is cited, its note must contain complete bibliographical
information. This allows the reader to fully identify the source without needing to consult
the bibliography immediately. The structure of the first note will vary depending on the
type of source, but it generally includes the author's name (first name first), the title of the
work (italicized for books and articles in periodicals, in quotation marks for articles in
collections or chapters), publication details (place, publisher, year for books; journal title,
volume, issue, year for articles), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

For instance, a first note for a book would look something like this:

e 1. Jane Doe, The History of Everything (New York: Scholastic Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent Reference Notes

Once a source has been cited in full, subsequent references to the same work can be
significantly shortened. This streamlines the text and reduces redundancy. The most
common method for subsequent notes is to use a shortened form that includes the author's
last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by
the same author), and the page number(s). The abbreviation "ibid." (meaning "in the same
place") can be used if the subsequent note refers to the immediately preceding source and
the same page number. If the subsequent note refers to the same source but a different
page number, "ibid." is followed by the new page number.

Example of subsequent notes:

2. Doe, History of Everything, 112.

3. Ibid., 115.

4. Ibid., 112.

5. Doe, History of Everything, 201.



Creating a Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in your work. It appears at
the end of the document, typically on its own page, preceded by the heading
"Bibliography." Unlike notes, the bibliography does not include page numbers for the entire
work, but rather a complete entry for each source. The primary purpose of the bibliography
is to provide a comprehensive reference tool for your readers, allowing them to easily
locate and consult the materials you have used in your research.

Formatting a Bibliography Entry

The structure of a bibliography entry mirrors that of the first note but with some key
differences in punctuation and order. The author's name is listed with the last name first,
followed by a comma, and then the first name. Titles of books and other major works are
italicized, while titles of articles and chapters are placed in quotation marks. Publication
details are presented in a standard order: place of publication, publisher, and year of
publication. For periodicals, the journal title is italicized, followed by the volume number,
issue number, and date.

A typical book entry in a bibliography:

* Doe, Jane. The History of Everything. New York: Scholastic Press, 2020.

And for a journal article:

e Smith, John. "The Evolution of Modern Art." Journal of Art History 45, no. 2 (Spring
2021): 78-95.

Alphabetical Ordering and Indentation

Entries in the bibliography are arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last name. If a
source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title (ignoring
articles like "a," "an," and "the"). A distinctive feature of Chicago style bibliographies is the
use of a "hanging indent." This means that the first line of each entry is flush with the left
margin, and all subsequent lines of that entry are indented by approximately half an inch.
This formatting makes it easier to scan the list and locate individual entries.



Common Source Types and Their Formatting

The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific formatting guidelines for a wide array of
source types, from books and journal articles to websites, interviews, and more.
Understanding these variations is crucial for accurate citation. While the core principles
remain consistent, the details of each entry will adapt to the nature of the source being
cited.

Books

For a single-author book, the format is author's name, Title of Book (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number(s) for notes; author's name, Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year. for bibliography. If a book has multiple authors, editors, or
translators, the order and punctuation will adjust accordingly.

Journal Articles

An article in a scholarly journal is cited by author's name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal
volume, no. issue (Month/Season Year): page number(s) for notes; author's name, "Title of
Article." Title of Journal volume, no. issue (Month/Season Year): page number(s). for
bibliography. Pay close attention to the placement of commas and periods.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail. For websites, include the author or
organization, "Title of Web Page," Name of Website, publication or last updated date, and
URL. In notes, also include an access date. For bibliography, the structure is similar, but the
access date is often omitted unless the content is likely to change frequently.

Example of a website note:

e 1. National Aeronautics and Space Administration, "Mars Exploration Program," NASA,
last modified October 26, 2023, https://mars.nasa.gov/. Accessed November 15, 2023.

Example of a website bibliography entry:

e National Aeronautics and Space Administration. "Mars Exploration Program." NASA.
Last modified October 26, 2023. https://mars.nasa.gov/.



Other Source Types

Other common sources include chapters in edited books, newspapers, magazines,
interviews, dissertations, and government documents. Each has its own prescribed format.
For a chapter in an edited book, you would typically cite the chapter author, "Chapter Title,"
followed by "in" and then the book editor(s), Book Title, and publication details. Interviews
are cited by interviewee's name, followed by the type of interview (e.g., "personal
interview," "email interview"), and the date. Always consult the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style for the most precise guidance on less common source types.

The consistent application of these rules, regardless of the complexity of the source, is
what lends credibility and clarity to your research. The goal is to provide enough
information for any reader to identify and retrieve the exact material you have referenced,
thus upholding scholarly standards.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between footnotes and
endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style notes
bibliography sample?

A: The main difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page
where the reference is made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document,
typically on a separate page. Both contain the same information and follow the same
formatting rules for citations.

Q: How do | format the first note for a book when using
the Chicago manual of style notes bibliography sample?

A: The first note for a book includes the author's first and last name, the title of the book in
italics, the place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page
number(s) being cited, followed by a period. For example: 1. Jane Doe, The History of
Everything (New York: Scholastic Press, 2020), 45.

Q: What is "ibid." and when should | use it in my
Chicago manual of style notes bibliography sample?

A: "Ibid." is an abbreviation for the Latin word "ibidem," meaning "in the same place." You
use it in subsequent notes when referring to the immediately preceding source. If the page
number is the same, you simply write "Ibid." If the page number is different, you write
"Ibid." followed by the new page number (e.g., Ibid., 115.).



Q: How should | format an article from a scholarly
journal in a Chicago manual of style notes bibliography
sample?

A: For a journal article in a note, you would typically include the author's full name, the title
of the article in quotation marks, the title of the journal in italics, the volume number, the
issue number, the date of publication (month/season and year), and the page number(s).
For the bibliography, the format is similar but omits the specific page number(s) cited.

Q: What is a hanging indent and why is it used in a
Chicago manual of style notes bibliography sample?

A: A hanging indent means that the first line of each bibliography entry begins at the left
margin, and all subsequent lines of that entry are indented. This formatting helps to visually
separate each entry and makes the bibliography easier to scan and read, allowing users to
quickly find specific authors or titles.

Q: Do | need to include a bibliography if | only use
footnotes?

A: Yes, even if you are using footnotes, the Chicago Manual of Style's notes-bibliography
system requires a bibliography. The footnotes provide immediate citation information, while
the bibliography offers a complete, alphabetical list of all sources consulted and referenced
in the document.

Q: How do | cite a website in a Chicago manual of style
notes bibliography sample?

A: For a website in a note, include the author or organization, the title of the web page in
quotation marks, the name of the website, the publication or last updated date, the URL,
and the date of access. In the bibliography, the access date is usually omitted unless the
content is subject to frequent change.

Q: What is the primary goal of the bibliography section
in a Chicago manual of style notes bibliography
sample?

A: The primary goal of the bibliography is to provide readers with a comprehensive and
organized list of all the sources that were cited in the text. This allows readers to locate the
original works for further research, verification, or deeper understanding of the topic.
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