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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Notes and Bibliography Examples

chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples are crucial for academic
writers, researchers, and anyone striving for scholarly integrity. Proper
citation ensures that you give credit to original sources, avoid plagiarism,
and allow your readers to locate the materials you consulted. The Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. This comprehensive guide will
focus specifically on the Notes-Bibliography system, delving into its
intricacies and providing detailed examples for common source types.
Understanding the nuances of footnotes, endnotes, and the bibliography is
essential for producing polished, professional academic work. We will explore
the structure of Chicago style citations, how to format various types of
sources, and best practices for ensuring accuracy and consistency throughout
your paper.
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Understanding the Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system, a cornerstone of the Chicago Manual of Style,
relies on two key components: numbered notes (either footnotes or endnotes)
within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the document.
This system is favored in many humanities disciplines, such as literature,
history, and the arts, where extensive quotation and commentary are common.
The notes serve to identify the source of specific information and provide an
opportunity for brief commentary or elaboration without disrupting the flow
of the main text. The bibliography, on the other hand, offers a complete,
alphabetized list of all the sources cited in the notes, allowing readers to
explore the research further.



The core principle behind this system is to provide precise attribution for
every piece of borrowed material. This includes direct quotations,
paraphrased ideas, statistics, and even specific facts that are not common
knowledge. The numbering of notes is sequential, starting with 1 and
continuing throughout the document. Each note number in the text corresponds
to an entry in either the footnotes (appearing at the bottom of each page) or
the endnotes (collected at the end of the paper before the bibliography). The
bibliography then consolidates these sources into a single, alphabetized
list.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Core of the Notes
System

Footnotes and endnotes function identically in terms of the information they
convey; the primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at
the bottom of the page where the citation is made, offering immediate access
to the source information. Endnotes, conversely, are grouped together at the
end of the main text, just before the bibliography. While both are acceptable
under CMOS, endnotes are often preferred for longer works to avoid
interrupting the reading experience with constant page-bottom interruptions.
The formatting within the notes themselves is critical for clarity and
consistency.

When a note is cited in the text, the corresponding entry in the notes
section will include the author's name (first name first), the title of the
work (italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks for articles and
chapters), publication details (place, publisher, year), and specific page
numbers. The first time a source is cited, the note will be "full,"
containing all necessary bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of
the same source will use a "shortened" form, typically including the author's
last name, a shortened title, and the page number. This distinction between
full and shortened notes is a key feature of the CMOS Notes-Bibliography
system.

First Note Entry Format
The first note entry for a source provides the most comprehensive details.
For example, a book would be formatted as follows:

1. Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles (New York: Academic Press,
2023), 45.



Subsequent Note Entry Format
After the initial full note, subsequent references to the same source are
shortened. This prevents redundancy and streamlines the reading experience.

2. Doe, History of Citation Styles, 112.

Ibid. Usage
The term "ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") is used when
referring to the immediately preceding note. If the page number is the same,
"ibid." alone suffices. If the page number differs, it is used with the new
page number.

3. Doe, History of Citation Styles, 150.

4. Ibid.

5. Ibid., 155.

Creating Your Bibliography: An Alphabetical
Guide

The bibliography is an essential component of the Notes-Bibliography system,
providing a comprehensive and alphabetized list of all sources that have been
cited in the notes. Unlike the notes, which are numbered sequentially and can
include commentary, the bibliography is organized alphabetically by the
author's last name. This allows readers to quickly locate specific works and
conduct further research. The formatting in the bibliography is slightly
different from the first note entry, with the author's last name preceding
their first name, and commas often used to separate elements instead of
periods.

Each entry in the bibliography should correspond to a source cited at least
once in the notes. It is important to be diligent and ensure that every
source mentioned in the notes has a corresponding entry in the bibliography,
and conversely, that every item in the bibliography has been cited. The goal
is to present a clear, organized, and complete record of your research
foundation. The order of elements and punctuation are precise and should be
followed meticulously for a professional presentation.



Alphabetical Order is Key
The bibliography must be arranged in alphabetical order according to the
author's last name. If an author has multiple works cited, they are listed
chronologically by publication year.

Formatting Consistency
Maintain consistent formatting throughout the bibliography. Pay close
attention to the use of italics, quotation marks, and punctuation. The
bibliography entries are typically single-spaced within each entry, with a
double space between entries.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Examples

Navigating the various types of sources you might encounter in your research
can be daunting. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for
formatting each one, ensuring clarity and accuracy. Understanding these
distinctions is crucial for correctly attributing information and maintaining
academic integrity. Below are detailed examples for some of the most
frequently used source types.

Books: Single Author, Multiple Authors, and Edited
Volumes

Books are foundational to many research projects, and their citation format
is relatively straightforward. Whether you are citing a single-author work, a
book with multiple authors, or an edited volume where you are referencing a
specific chapter or the work as a whole, CMOS provides clear instructions.

Single-Author Book

For a book with a single author, the bibliography entry begins with the
author's last name, followed by their first name. The title is italicized,
and publication details are included.

Author, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Example:



Smith, John. The Art of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2022.

Two or More Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all are listed in the bibliography. For
four or more authors, only the first author is listed, followed by "et al.".

Author One, First Name, Author Two, First Name, and Author Three, First
Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example (two authors):

Davis, Emily, and Michael Chen. Understanding Data Science. Boston: Tech
Publications, 2021.

Example (four or more authors):

Williams, Sarah, et al. Advanced Statistical Methods. London: Global
Publishing, 2020.

Edited Volume (citing the entire book)

If you are citing the entire edited volume, the editor(s) are listed in the
same way as authors, with the addition of "ed." or "eds." after their
name(s).

Editor One, First Name, and Editor Two, First Name, eds. Title of Edited
Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Garcia, Maria, and David Lee, eds. Contemporary Literary Theory. New
York: Oxford University Press, 2023.

Journal Articles: In Print and Online

Journal articles are a common source for academic research, providing access
to current scholarship. Both print and online articles require specific
formatting in the Chicago style.



Print Journal Article

The format includes the author(s), article title (in quotation marks),
journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the year of
publication. Page numbers are also crucial.

Author, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page numbers.

Example:

Brown, William. "The Impact of Digitalization on Modern Libraries."
Journal of Information Science 45, no. 2 (2021): 112-130.

Online Journal Article

For online articles, you will include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if
available, or a URL. The DOI is preferred as it is a stable link.

Author, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year). DOI or URL.

Example with DOI:

Green, Olivia. "AI in Creative Writing." Literary Studies Quarterly 32,
no. 4 (2022). doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

Example with URL (if no DOI):

White, Robert. "Historical Perspectives on Urban Development." Urban
History Review 50, no. 1 (2023).
https://www.urbanhistoryreview.org/article/historical-perspectives.

Websites and Webpages

Citing online content requires careful attention to detail, as website
structures can vary. CMOS provides guidelines for citing entire websites and
specific webpages.

Entire Website

When citing an entire website, you generally provide the site name and the



URL, along with the date you accessed it.

Website Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

National Archives. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.archives.gov.

Specific Webpage

For a specific webpage, include the author (if known), page title, website
name, and the URL, along with the access date.

Author, First Name (if known). "Title of Webpage." Website Name.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

"The History of the Internet." Web Chronicles. Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.webchronicles.com/history.

Chapters in Edited Books

When you are citing a specific chapter or essay within an edited collection,
you need to provide information about both the chapter and the larger work.

Author of Chapter, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Edited
Book, edited by Editor One, First Name, and Editor Two, First Name, Page
numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Clark, Emily. "Feminist Interpretations of Modern Poetry." In
Contemporary Literary Theory, edited by Maria Garcia and David Lee,
150-175. New York: Oxford University Press, 2023.

Audiovisual Materials



Citing films, television episodes, or other audiovisual content requires
specifying the medium and relevant production details.

Film

Include the director, film title (italicized), production company, and year.

Director, First Name, dir. Film Title. Production Company, Year.

Example:

Nolan, Christopher, dir. Inception. Warner Bros., 2010.

Television Episode

Specify the episode title (in quotation marks), the series title
(italicized), the network, and the original air date.

"Episode Title." Series Title. Directed by Director's Name. Network,
Original Air Date.

Example:

"The Fly." Breaking Bad. Directed by Rian Johnson. AMC, March 9, 2009.

Navigating Specific Challenges in Chicago Style
Citation

While the core principles of Chicago style are well-defined, academic writing
often involves encountering source types or situations that require more
nuanced application of the rules. This might include citing government
documents, unpublished manuscripts, or works with no author. The Chicago
Manual of Style provides guidance for these less common scenarios,
emphasizing clarity and completeness in attribution.

One common challenge is citing works where an author is not clearly
identified. In such cases, CMOS suggests beginning the entry with the title
of the work. If there is no publication date, the abbreviation "n.d." (no
date) is used. Similarly, for works published in multiple editions, it is
essential to specify the edition being cited in both notes and the
bibliography. This ensures readers can consult the exact version of the text



you used.

Works with No Author
When a source lacks a clearly identifiable author, the entry begins with the
title. This applies to books, articles, and other publications.

Title of Work. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

The Style Guide for Academic Writing. London: Publishing House, 2020.

Works with No Date
If a source does not have a publication date, "n.d." is used in its place.

Author, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, n.d.

Example:

Wilson, Emily. A History of Ancient Rome. Rome: Antiquity Press, n.d.

Citing Government Documents
Government documents can be complex. Generally, you cite them by the name of
the issuing agency or government body. The title is usually italicized,
followed by publication details.

Issuing Agency. Title of Document. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Example:

United States, Department of Health and Human Services. Report on Public
Health Trends. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2022.



Consistency and Accuracy: Key to Effective
Citation

Regardless of the citation style employed, consistency and accuracy are
paramount. In the context of the Chicago Manual of Style Notes-Bibliography
system, this means adhering strictly to the established formatting rules for
every note and bibliography entry. Small errors in punctuation,
capitalization, or the order of elements can detract from the professionalism
of your work and, in the worst case, lead to accusations of carelessness or
even plagiarism.

Developing a habit of meticulous checking is crucial. After completing your
draft, dedicate time to carefully review all your citations against your
source materials. Ensure that every quotation or paraphrased idea is properly
attributed with a corresponding note number. Verify that every note number in
the text has a corresponding entry in the bibliography, and that all
bibliographic entries are correctly formatted and alphabetized. This thorough
review process not only ensures adherence to CMOS but also solidifies your
understanding of the sources you have used.

The Role of Citation Management Software

For extensive research projects, managing citations manually can be a
significant undertaking. Citation management software can be an invaluable
tool in ensuring accuracy and consistency. Programs like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote allow you to store your sources, generate bibliographies
automatically, and insert citations directly into your word processor. While
these tools can greatly simplify the citation process, it is still essential
to understand the underlying principles of the Chicago Manual of Style. You
will need to configure the software to use the correct CMOS style and, most
importantly, double-check the generated citations for any errors or
omissions.

These tools can save considerable time and reduce the likelihood of
formatting errors. However, they are not a substitute for critical thinking
and careful review. Always treat the output of citation software as a draft
that requires your expert oversight. By combining a strong understanding of
CMOS with the efficiency of these digital tools, you can produce impeccably
cited academic work.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes
and endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style Notes-
Bibliography system?
A: The primary difference between footnotes and endnotes in the Chicago
Manual of Style Notes-Bibliography system is their placement. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes
are grouped together at the end of the main text, before the bibliography.
Both convey the same citation information.

Q: How should I cite a book with four or more
authors in my Chicago style bibliography?
A: When citing a book with four or more authors in a Chicago style
bibliography, you list only the first author's name, followed by "et al." For
example: Williams, Sarah, et al. Advanced Statistical Methods. London: Global
Publishing, 2020.

Q: What is the purpose of a "shortened" note in the
Chicago Notes-Bibliography system?
A: A "shortened" note is used for subsequent citations of a source that has
already been fully cited in a previous note. Its purpose is to prevent
redundancy and streamline the reading experience by providing just enough
information (author's last name, shortened title, and page number) for the
reader to identify the source.

Q: If I am citing a webpage that has no author
listed, how should I format the entry in my Chicago
style bibliography?
A: If a webpage has no author listed, the entry in your Chicago style
bibliography begins with the title of the webpage, followed by the website
name, the access date, and the URL. For example: "The History of the
Internet." Web Chronicles. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.webchronicles.com/history.

Q: When do I use the abbreviation "ibid." in my
Chicago style notes?
A: You use the abbreviation "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") in your
Chicago style notes when referring to the immediately preceding note. If the
page number is also the same as the preceding note, you use "ibid." alone. If
the page number differs, you use "ibid." followed by the new page number.



Q: How do I format a chapter in an edited book in my
Chicago style bibliography?
A: To format a chapter in an edited book in your Chicago style bibliography,
you list the author of the chapter first, followed by the chapter title in
quotation marks. Then, you include "In" followed by the title of the edited
book (italicized), the editor(s) name(s) with "eds." after them, the page
numbers for the chapter, and finally the publication details of the book.
Example: Clark, Emily. "Feminist Interpretations of Modern Poetry." In
Contemporary Literary Theory, edited by Maria Garcia and David Lee, 150-175.
New York: Oxford University Press, 2023.

Q: What is the correct format for citing a print
journal article in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: In a Chicago style bibliography, a print journal article is formatted with
the author's name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title
italicized, followed by the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication
in parentheses, and the page numbers of the article. Example: Brown, William.
"The Impact of Digitalization on Modern Libraries." Journal of Information
Science 45, no. 2 (2021): 112-130.

Q: Can citation management software guarantee
perfectly formatted Chicago style citations?
A: Citation management software can significantly aid in formatting Chicago
style citations accurately and consistently, but it cannot guarantee
perfection. Users must still understand the underlying CMOS rules to
configure the software correctly and critically review the generated
citations for any errors or omissions.
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