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chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples term paper are crucial
elements for academic integrity and clear communication in scholarly writing.
Mastering these components ensures your research is properly attributed and
easily verifiable by your readers. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for term papers, offering
detailed explanations and practical examples for both notes and
bibliographies. We will explore the different note-taking systems, how to
format various source types, and the essential components of a well-
constructed bibliography. Understanding these guidelines not only helps you
avoid plagiarism but also enhances the credibility and professionalism of
your academic work, making your term paper stand out for its meticulous
attention to detail.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes vs.
Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the
notes-and-bibliography system and the author-date system. For term papers,
especially in the humanities and some social sciences, the notes-and-
bibliography system is frequently preferred. This system involves using
numbered footnotes or endnotes to refer to sources within the text, and a
separate, alphabetized bibliography at the end of the paper that lists all
sources consulted. The key distinction lies in how and where the citation
information is presented. Notes provide immediate, in-text references and can
include supplementary commentary, while the bibliography offers a
comprehensive overview of all consulted materials.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of stylistic
preference or instructor requirement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the



page where the citation is made, offering immediate access for the reader.
Endnotes, on the other hand, are collected at the end of the paper, before
the bibliography. Both systems serve the same fundamental purpose: to
acknowledge the work of others and provide readers with the necessary
information to locate the original sources. A well-executed notes-and-
bibliography system in a term paper demonstrates a commitment to scholarly
rigor and intellectual honesty.

The Chicago Notes System: Endnotes and
Footnotes

The Chicago notes system is characterized by the use of superscript numbers
placed within the text, corresponding to either footnotes at the bottom of
the page or endnotes at the conclusion of the document. These numbers act as
signposts, directing the reader to the source of the information or
quotation. It is imperative to be consistent with whichever method-footnotes
or endnotes—you choose for your term paper. Instructors often specify a
preference, so always check assignment guidelines.

When a note is used, the first time a particular source is cited, a full
bibliographic citation is typically provided. Subsequent citations of the
same source are then shortened to a simplified format, usually including the
author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number. This
efficiency helps to avoid cluttering the text with repetitive full citations
while still ensuring clarity and ease of reference for your term paper.

Footnote Formatting for Common Sources

Footnotes are invaluable for providing immediate context and attribution
without disrupting the flow of your prose. Each footnote begins with a
superscript number that matches the number in the text. The first citation of
a source in a footnote will include a full bibliographic entry, followed by
the specific page number(s) referenced. Subsequent citations of the same
source will be abbreviated.

Here are examples of footnote formatting for common source types:

e Book: 1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the
Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1977), 17.

e Journal Article: 2. Judith Butler, "Performative Acts and Gender
Constitution: Thoughts on Freuds's 'Theories of Perversion'," Critical
Inquiry 15, no. 1 (Autumn 1988): 203.

e Website Article: 3. Emily Carter, "The Rise of Remote Work," The



Atlantic, May 10, 2023,
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2023/05/remote-work-trend
s/674000/.

Endnote Formatting for Common Sources

Endnotes function identically to footnotes in terms of content and initial
citation style but are grouped together at the end of the paper. The
numbering sequence continues throughout the entire paper. Similar to
footnotes, the first mention of a source in an endnote requires a full
citation, with subsequent references being shortened.

Here are examples of endnote formatting, mirroring the footnote examples:

e 1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison,
trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1977), 17.

e 2. Judith Butler, "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: Thoughts
on Freuds's 'Theories of Perversion'," Critical Inquiry 15, no. 1
(Autumn 1988): 203.

e 3. Emily Carter, "The Rise of Remote Work," The Atlantic, May 10, 2023,
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2023/05/remote-work-trend
s/674000/.

The structure of the first and subsequent notes remains consistent whether
you are using footnotes or endnotes. The primary difference is the physical
location of the notes within the academic paper.

Creating a Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography, also known as "Works Cited" or "References" depending on
the specific discipline or instructor preference, is an alphabetized list of
all the sources you have consulted and cited in your term paper. Unlike the
notes, which can include supplementary commentary, the bibliography strictly
lists bibliographic information. Every source that appears in your notes must
also appear in your bibliography, and vice versa, with the exception of
personal communications or sources used only for background consultation
without direct citation.

The purpose of the bibliography is to provide readers with a comprehensive
and easily navigable guide to the research that underpins your work.



Alphabetical order by author's last name is the standard, making it simple
for readers to locate specific sources. This section is a testament to the
breadth and depth of your research for the term paper.

Formatting Bibliography Entries for Common Sources

Bibliography entries follow a standardized format that differs slightly from
the first note citation. The primary difference is the order of elements and
the use of author-date or author-title information. Entries are alphabetized
by the author's last name. For sources with multiple authors, follow specific
Chicago style guidelines for listing them.

Here are examples of bibliography entries for common source types:

e Book: Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison.
Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1977.

e Journal Article: Butler, Judith. "Performative Acts and Gender
Constitution: Thoughts on Freuds's 'Theories of Perversion'." Critical
Inquiry 15, no. 1 (Autumn 1988): 202-41.

* Website Article: Carter, Emily. "The Rise of Remote Work." The Atlantic,
May 10, 2023.
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2023/05/remote-work-trend
s/674000/.

Notice the inverted author names and the placement of publication details.
Consistency is paramount when compiling your bibliography for a term paper.

Citing Digital and Online Sources

The digital age presents unique challenges for citation. The Chicago Manual
of Style provides guidelines for citing a wide array of online materials,
including websites, blog posts, online journal articles, and digital editions
of books. The key is to provide as much identifying information as possible
to allow readers to locate the source.

When citing online sources for your term paper, include the author (if
available), title of the specific page or article, name of the website,
publication date (if available), and a stable URL. If a publication date is
not readily apparent, use the most recent access date. For articles accessed
online that are also available in print, it's generally best to cite the
print version if possible, unless the online version is substantially
different or the only accessible version.



Here are specific examples:

e Web Page: National Aeronautics and Space Administration. "Mars
Exploration." Last modified November 15, 2023.
https://www.nasa.gov/mars.

e Online News Article: Smith, John. "Global Economic Outlook Remains
Uncertain." New York Times, December 1, 2023.
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/01/business/economy/global-outlook.html.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Several common errors can undermine the credibility of your term paper's
citations. One of the most frequent is inconsistency in formatting. Ensure
that all notes and bibliography entries for the same type of source follow
the same structure. Another pitfall is omitting essential information, such
as page numbers, publication dates, or author names. Always double-check that
every source mentioned in your notes is present in your bibliography, and
vice versa.

Best practices include:

Starting with a template or style guide and adhering to it rigorously.

e Using citation management software if your institution provides access
to it, but always reviewing its output for accuracy.

e Proofreading your notes and bibliography carefully as a distinct step in
your editing process.

e Consulting the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or your
instructor's specific guidelines for any ambiguities.

e Ensuring that all direct quotes are accurately transcribed and properly
attributed with the correct page numbers.

Advanced Chicago Style Considerations for Term
Papers

Beyond the basic rules, Chicago Style offers nuanced guidance for more
complex citation scenarios that may arise in a term paper. This includes
citing works with multiple authors, edited volumes, dissertations, government



documents, and archival materials. For instance, when citing a work with more
than two authors, the first note lists all authors, while subsequent notes
may use "et al." For edited books, the editor is typically cited in the
bibliography in place of or in addition to the author, depending on the
context. Understanding these advanced rules ensures that even the most
obscure sources are cited correctly in your term paper.

Pay close attention to:

e The specific formatting for different editions of books.
e How to cite works that have been translated.

e Properly citing secondary sources (when you cite a work that discusses
or quotes another work you haven't read directly).

e The treatment of corporate authors or anonymous works.

Mastering these details will elevate the academic rigor of your term paper
and demonstrate your command of scholarly conventions.

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
style footnotes and endnotes in a term paper?

A: The primary difference between Chicago style footnotes and endnotes in a
term paper lies in their placement. Footnotes are located at the bottom of
the page where the reference is made in the text, while endnotes are compiled
at the end of the paper, before the bibliography. Both serve the same purpose
of providing citation information.

Q: How do I format the first note citation for a
book in Chicago style for my term paper?

A: For the first note citation of a book in Chicago style for your term
paper, you typically include the author's first and last name, the full title
of the book in italics, publication information (city: publisher, year), and
the specific page number(s) cited. For example: 1. Jane Doe, The History of
Everything (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022), 45.

Q: What is the rule for subsequent notes when citing



the same source multiple times in a Chicago style
term paper?

A: For subsequent notes in a Chicago style term paper when citing the same
source multiple times, you use a shortened format. This usually includes the
author's last name, a shortened version of the book's title (in italics), and
the specific page number. For example: 2. Doe, History of Everything, 112.

Q: How should I handle citing a website in my
Chicago style term paper bibliography?

A: When citing a website in your Chicago style term paper bibliography,
include the author's name (if available), the title of the specific page or
article, the name of the website, the publication date (if available), and a
stable URL. For example: Smith, John. "Understanding Citation Styles."
Academic Writing Hub, October 26, 2023.
https://www.academicwritinghub.com/citation-styles.

Q: Should I include all sources I read in my Chicago
style term paper bibliography?

A: No, you should only include sources that you have actually cited within
the body of your term paper in your Chicago style bibliography. Sources that
you consulted for background information but did not directly reference or
gquote should not be included.

Q: What is the typical order of elements in a
Chicago style bibliography entry for a journal
article in a term paper?

A: In a Chicago style bibliography entry for a journal article in a term
paper, the order is generally: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of
Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Month/Season Year): Page range.
For example: Adams, Robert. "New Discoveries in Archaeology." Journal of
Ancient History 25, no. 3 (Fall 2021): 300-325.

Q: How do I cite a source that has two or three
authors in a Chicago style term paper's notes and
bibliography?

A: For a source with two or three authors in a Chicago style term paper's
notes and bibliography, you list all authors in the first note and
bibliography entry. For subsequent notes, you can use the first author's last
name followed by "et al." if desired, but the bibliography should always list



all authors. For example, in a note: 4. John Smith, Jane Doe, and Peter
Jones, Modern Art Trends (New York: Art Publications, 2020), 55. In a
bibliography: Smith, John, Jane Doe, and Peter Jones. Modern Art Trends. New
York: Art Publications, 2020.

Q: What are the key components of a Chicago style
footnote citation for a chapter in an edited book
for a term paper?

A: The key components of a Chicago style footnote citation for a chapter in
an edited book for a term paper include: the chapter author's full name,
"Title of Chapter," followed by "in" and the editor's name(s) (preceded by
"ed." or "eds."), the title of the book (in italics), publication information
(city: publisher, year), and the page number(s) for the chapter. For example:
5. Sarah Lee, "The Impact of Technology," in Essays on Modern Society, ed.
Robert Green (London: Society Press, 2019), 102.
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