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Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style:
Notes and Bibliography Examples for Your
Research Paper

chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples research paper are essential
components for any academic work seeking to adhere to this widely recognized citation system.
Understanding how to properly format both in-text notes (footnotes or endnotes) and the final
bibliography is crucial for academic integrity, clarity, and demonstrating thorough research. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the process, providing detailed explanations and practical
examples for citing various source types. We will delve into the intricacies of the notes-bibliography
system, differentiating it from the author-date system, and explore best practices for accuracy and
consistency.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
Notes-Bibliography System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: author-date and notes-
bibliography. For many humanities disciplines, including literature, history, and art history, the
notes-bibliography system is the preferred choice. This system relies on numbered notes, placed
either at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes), to cite
sources. A corresponding bibliography appears at the end of the paper, providing a complete list of
all sources consulted and cited.



The fundamental principle of the notes-bibliography system is to provide detailed source information
directly within the text via numbered notes, while simultaneously offering a consolidated,
alphabetized reference list in the bibliography. This dual approach ensures that readers can easily
locate the specific source for any given piece of information or quotation without interrupting the
flow of the main text excessively. Mastery of this system is not merely about following rules; it's
about presenting your research with clarity, credibility, and scholarly rigor.

The Purpose of Notes in Chicago Style

Notes in the Chicago Manual of Style serve multiple crucial functions beyond simple source
attribution. Primarily, they allow you to pinpoint the exact location of information or a quotation
within a source, which is invaluable for readers who wish to verify your claims or delve deeper into
the original text. This precision is a hallmark of scholarly work. Furthermore, notes can be used to
include supplementary information that might disrupt the narrative flow of your main text. This
could include tangential discussions, definitions of specialized terms, or acknowledgments of
intellectual debts.

Another important role of notes is to provide background context or additional supporting evidence
that, while relevant, doesn't necessarily need to be integrated into the main body of your research
paper. They can also be used to acknowledge multiple sources that support a single point, or to
distinguish between paraphrased information and direct quotations. In essence, notes act as an
extension of your main argument, offering detailed evidentiary support and enriching the reader's
understanding without cluttering the primary prose.

Types of Notes: Footnotes vs. Endnotes

When employing the Chicago Manual of Style notes-bibliography system, you have the choice
between two formats for your notes: footnotes and endnotes. The decision between them is largely a
matter of stylistic preference and often dictated by specific editorial guidelines or course
requirements. Footnotes are placed at the bottom of the page where the note number appears in the
text. This proximity allows for immediate reference for the reader, as they do not need to turn to
another section of the document to find the source information.

Endnotes, conversely, are collected and presented at the end of the main body of the text, before the
bibliography. While they require the reader to navigate to a separate section, endnotes can
sometimes be more practical for authors, especially when dealing with a large number of notes, as
they prevent the pages from becoming visually cluttered. Both formats require the same essential
information within each note, adhering to the specific CMOS citation rules for the type of source
being cited.

Crafting Effective Bibliography Entries



The bibliography in a Chicago-style paper is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in the notes.
Unlike the notes, which can provide abbreviated information after the first full citation, bibliography
entries are typically complete and formatted consistently. The purpose of the bibliography is to
provide a comprehensive and easily navigable reference for your readers, enabling them to locate
and consult the sources you have used. Each entry must be accurate, complete, and follow the
specific formatting guidelines for the type of source.

Key elements of a bibliography entry generally include the author's name, the title of the work,
publication information (place of publication, publisher, year), and, for articles or online sources,
relevant details like journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers or URLs. Consistency is
paramount; once you establish a format for a particular type of source, you must apply it uniformly
throughout your bibliography. This attention to detail demonstrates your meticulousness as a
researcher.

Common Source Types and Their CMOS Notes-
Bibliography Examples

The specific formatting for notes and bibliography entries in the Chicago Manual of Style varies
depending on the type of source you are citing. Below are examples for some of the most commonly
encountered source types in academic research.

Books

Citing a book in Chicago style requires careful attention to the author's name, the full title,
publication details, and page numbers for specific references in notes. For the bibliography, the
format is slightly different, with the publication year typically appearing at the end.

Book - Single Author

e Note:
e 1. John Smith, The History of Everything (New York: Oxford University Press, 2020), 45.
e Bibliography:

e Smith, John. The History of Everything. New York: Oxford University Press, 2020.

Book - Two or Three Authors



¢ Note:

e 2. Jane Doe and Robert Johnson, Understanding Modern Art (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2018), 112.

e Bibliography:

e Doe, Jane, and Robert Johnson. Understanding Modern Art. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2018.

Book - More Than Three Authors

For books with more than three authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." in both notes
and the bibliography. In the bibliography, however, it's customary to list all authors if there are more
than three. For notes, only the first author is listed.

¢ Note:
e 3. Emily Davis et al., The Science of Sleep (London: Penguin Books, 2021), 78.

e Bibliography:

e Davis, Emily, Michael Brown, Sarah Lee, and David Kim. The Science of Sleep. London:
Penguin Books, 2021.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require specific details, including the journal title, volume, issue number, publication
year, and page range. For notes, you also include the specific page number of the material cited.
e Note:

e 4. Anya Sharma, "The Impact of Technology on Education," Journal of Educational Research
35, no. 2 (2019): 55.

e Bibliography:

e Sharma, Anya. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of Educational Research 35,
no. 2 (2019): 50-65.



Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources can be complex due to the varying nature of web content. Key information
includes the author or organization, title of the specific page or document, name of the website,
publication or last updated date, and the URL. It's also advisable to include an access date.

¢ Note:

¢ 5. "Climate Change Facts," National Geographic, last modified October 15, 2023,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/facts/.

e Bibliography:

e National Geographic. "Climate Change Facts." Last modified October 15, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/facts/.

Edited Volumes

When citing a chapter or essay within an edited book, you must include the author of the chapter,
the title of the chapter, the editor(s) of the volume, the title of the book, and the page range of the
chapter.

¢ Note:

e 6. Maria Garcia, "Postmodern Literature," in Literary Movements of the 21st Century, ed.
David Chen (New York: Columbia University Press, 2022), 180.

e Bibliography:

¢ Garcia, Maria. "Postmodern Literature." In Literary Movements of the 21st Century, edited by
David Chen, 175-200. New York: Columbia University Press, 2022.

Interviews

Interviews can be cited as personal communication in notes, but they are typically not included in
the bibliography unless they have been published or transcribed and made accessible. If citing an
unpublished interview, you would include the interviewee's name, type of interview (e.g., personal
interview), and the date.



¢ Note:
e 7. Interview with Sarah Miller, personal interview, April 10, 2023.
e Bibliography:

¢ (Note: Typically not included in bibliography unless published/transcribed.)

Citing Unpublished Materials

Unpublished materials, such as manuscripts, dissertations, or archival documents, require specific
descriptive information. This includes the author, title (if applicable), description of the material,
collection name, archive or repository, and location.

* Note:

8. Eleanor Vance, personal correspondence, February 5, 1955, Eleanor Vance Papers, Box 3,
Folder 7, Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College, Northampton, MA.

e Bibliography:

e Vance, Eleanor. Personal correspondence. February 5, 1955. Eleanor Vance Papers, Box 3,
Folder 7. Sophia Smith Collection. Smith College, Northampton, MA.

Maintaining Consistency and Accuracy

The cornerstone of using the Chicago Manual of Style notes-bibliography system effectively is
unwavering consistency and meticulous accuracy. Minor errors in citation can undermine the
credibility of your entire research paper. Therefore, it is imperative to proofread your notes and
bibliography multiple times, cross-referencing each entry against the source material and the
guidelines in the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. Pay close attention to details such as
punctuation, capitalization, italics, and the order of elements within each citation.

Utilizing citation management software can be immensely helpful in maintaining consistency, but it
is not a substitute for human verification. Always double-check the output of such software against
your own understanding of CMOS. If your institution or publisher provides a specific style guide
based on CMOS, adhere to that guide rigorously, as it may have minor variations. The goal is to
create a clear, accurate, and professional presentation of your research, allowing your readers to
engage with your work confidently.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes and
endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style notes-bibliography
system?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement within the document. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the note number is referenced in the text, allowing for immediate reader
consultation. Endnotes are collected at the end of the main body of the text, before the bibliography,
requiring the reader to navigate to a separate section. Both contain the same citation information.

Q: When do I need to include the access date for an online
source in my Chicago style bibliography?

A: While not always strictly mandatory, including an access date for online sources is highly
recommended by the Chicago Manual of Style, especially for web pages that are likely to change or
be updated frequently. This helps readers understand when you accessed the information and
provides a stable point of reference.

Q: How should I cite a source that has no author listed?

A: If a source has no author, you typically begin the citation with the title of the work in your notes
and bibliography. For online sources without an author, the website name or organization
responsible for the content may be used instead. Ensure you follow the specific guidelines for the
type of source.

Q: What is the purpose of the “et al." in Chicago style
citations?

A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." In Chicago style, it is used in notes and in
the bibliography for works with more than three authors to avoid unnecessarily long citations by
listing only the first author's name followed by "et al." Some variations exist for the bibliography
where all authors might be listed if the number is not excessive.

Q: Do I need to include a comma between the author's first
and last name in a Chicago style bibliography entry?

A: Yes, in Chicago style bibliography entries, the author's last name is listed first, followed by a
comma, and then their first name (or initials). For example: Smith, John.



Q: How do I cite a specific edition of a book if it's not the first
edition?

A: If you are citing a specific edition of a book other than the first, you must indicate the edition
number. This is typically placed after the book title in the bibliography entry and after the
publication information in the note. For example: John Smith, The History of Everything, 2nd ed.
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2021), 75.

Q: Can I include personal interviews in my Chicago style
bibliography?

A: Generally, personal interviews that have not been published or transcribed are cited in notes as
personal communication but are not included in the bibliography. The bibliography is reserved for
published or publicly accessible materials.

Q: What is the difference between citing a chapter in an edited
book and citing an entire edited book?

A: When citing a chapter in an edited book, you must credit the author of the specific chapter, the
title of the chapter, the editor(s) of the book, and the book's title. When citing the entire edited book,
you credit the editor(s) as the primary author(s) and cite the book's title.

Q: Should I abbreviate journal titles in my Chicago style notes
and bibliography?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends using full journal titles in both notes and
bibliographies. Abbreviating journal titles is less common in academic writing following CMOS
unless specifically instructed by a publisher or institution.

Q: How do I handle subsequent citations of the same source in
Chicago style notes?

A: After the first full citation of a source, subsequent citations in notes can be shortened. Typically,
this involves using the author's last name and a shortened version of the title, along with the page
number. If the author has only one work cited, then just the author's last name and page number
may suffice.
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