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chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples dissertation is a crucial
topic for any academic undertaking, particularly dissertations. Navigating
the intricacies of citation style can be daunting, but understanding the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) principles for notes and bibliographies is
essential for academic integrity and clarity. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the fundamental aspects of CMOS, offering detailed explanations
and practical examples specifically tailored for dissertation writers. We
will explore the difference between notes and bibliography, the structure of
each, and provide clear, actionable examples for various source types.
Mastering these elements ensures your research is properly credited and your
academic work adheres to the highest scholarly standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes vs.
Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For dissertations and
many humanities disciplines, the notes-bibliography system is the prevalent
choice. This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources directly
within the text, with a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work
listing all cited sources. Understanding the distinct roles and formats of
notes and bibliographies is the first step toward effective scholarly
citation.

Notes serve as the immediate attributions for ideas, quotations, or
information derived from external sources. They provide readers with precise
locational information, allowing them to trace the origin of specific points
without disrupting the flow of the main text. The bibliography, on the other
hand, functions as an alphabetical roster of all the sources consulted and
cited throughout the dissertation. It offers a broader overview of the
research landscape and allows readers to easily identify and locate the
materials you used.



The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Note

A Chicago style note, whether a footnote or an endnote, typically includes
several key components designed to identify the source and its specific
location. The primary goal is to provide enough information for the reader to
locate the original source easily. While the content of notes can vary based
on the source type, the general structure often follows a pattern of author,
title, publication details, and page number.

The first time a source is cited in a note, it generally requires a full
citation. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, often
including only the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page
number. This distinction between the first and subsequent citations is
crucial for maintaining clarity and conciseness in your footnotes or
endnotes. The numbering of notes corresponds directly to superscripts placed
in the text, linking the assertion to its source.

First-Time Note Citation Format

For most sources, the initial note will include the author's name (first and
last), the title of the work in italics, followed by publication information
such as the city of publication, publisher, and year of publication.
Crucially, the specific page number(s) being referenced are included at the
end of the note. This comprehensive approach ensures maximum clarity for the
reader upon first encounter with the source.

Subsequent Note Citation Format

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same work are
typically abbreviated. This abbreviation usually consists of the author's
last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's lengthy), and the
specific page number(s). This streamlined format prevents redundancy and
keeps your notes concise without sacrificing essential information. Avoid
using "ibid." too frequently, as it can sometimes lead to confusion,
especially in longer dissertations.

Common Source Types in Notes: Examples

The format of a Chicago style note will adapt to the type of source being
cited. Understanding these variations is vital for accurate referencing.
Below are examples for some of the most frequently encountered source types
in academic dissertations, using the notes-bibliography system.



Book Citation in a Note

When citing a book in a footnote or endnote for the first time, the format
emphasizes the author's full name, the book's title in italics, and essential
publication details. The page number is paramount for pinpointing the exact
location of the referenced material.

e 1. Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, 1979), 12.

Journal Article Citation in a Note

Citing a journal article in a note requires including the author's name, the
article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, volume and
issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page number(s).

e 2. Michel Foucault, “What Is an Author?,” trans. Josué V. Harari,
Raritan Quarterly Review 1, no. 1 (Fall 1981): 10.

Chapter in an Edited Book Citation in a Note

For a chapter within an edited collection, the note should clearly identify
the chapter author, the chapter title, the book's editor(s), the book title,
publication details, and the specific page number.

e 3, Judith Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: Thresholds
of a Theater of Others’,” in Feminism/Poststructuralism/Power, ed.
Judith Butler and Joan W. Scott (New York: Routledge, 1992), 270.

Website/Webpage Citation in a Note

Citing online sources requires careful attention to available information,
including author (if any), title of the page, name of the website,
publication or last modified date, and the URL. If a publication date is not
available, use the access date.

e 4. "About Us," Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.si.edu/museum/natural-history.



The Purpose and Structure of a Chicago Style
Bibliography

The bibliography is a cornerstone of any scholarly work, serving as a
comprehensive list of all the sources you have consulted and cited within
your dissertation. Its primary purpose is to acknowledge the intellectual
contributions of others, provide avenues for further research for your
readers, and demonstrate the breadth and depth of your scholarship. Unlike
notes, which offer specific attributions, the bibliography provides a more
generalized overview of your research foundation.

The bibliography is typically organized alphabetically by the author's last
name. Each entry in the bibliography is a complete citation, providing all
the necessary information for a reader to identify and locate the source. The
structure of each bibliography entry is similar to the first-time note
citation but may have slight variations in punctuation and ordering,
particularly regarding the use of periods and commas, and the placement of
publication information. The goal is to be thorough and consistent.

Alphabetical Organization

Consistency is key in bibliography formatting. The entire list is arranged
alphabetically by the author's last name. If multiple works by the same
author are listed, they are then ordered chronologically by publication year.
If no author is listed, the entry is alphabetized by the first significant
word of the title, ignoring articles like "A," "An," and "The."

Complete Citation Information

Each bibliography entry must be a self-contained unit of citation. This means
it must include all the essential details required to find the source without
referring back to the notes. This includes the author's full name, the
complete title of the work, publication information (city, publisher, year),
and for articles, the journal title, volume, issue, and page range. For
online sources, the URL and access date are critical.

Common Source Types in Bibliography: Examples

Just as note formats vary by source type, so do bibliography entries.
Ensuring that your bibliography entries accurately reflect the source type is
critical for maintaining academic rigor. The following examples illustrate
the standard Chicago style bibliography format for common source types found
in dissertations.



Book Citation in a Bibliography

The bibliography entry for a book places the author's last name first,
followed by their first name. The title is italicized, and publication
details follow, ending with the year. Note the use of a period after the
author's name and before the title, and after the title before the
publication information.

e Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books, 1979.

Journal Article Citation in a Bibliography

For journal articles, the author's last name comes first, followed by the
article title in quotation marks. The journal title is italicized, and then
comes the volume, issue, date, and page range. Note the use of commas and
periods to separate these elements clearly.

e Foucault, Michel. “What Is an Author?” Translated by Josué V. Harari.
Raritan Quarterly Review 1, no. 1 (Fall 1981): 1-20.

Chapter in an Edited Book Citation in a Bibliography

When citing a chapter from an edited book, the chapter author's name is
listed first, followed by the chapter title. The editor(s) are then listed,
followed by the book title, and then publication details and the page range
for the chapter.

e Butler, Judith. “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: Thresholds
of a Theater of Others’.” In Feminism/Poststructuralism/Power, edited by
Judith Butler and Joan W. Scott, 270-34. New York: Routledge, 1992.

Website/Webpage Citation in a Bibliography

Online sources in a bibliography should include the author (if known), the
title of the specific page or document, the name of the website, the
publication or last modified date, and the URL. The access date is also
crucial for online content that may change.

e Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History. "About Us." Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.si.edu/museum/natural-history.



Differences Between Notes and Bibliography
Entries

While notes and bibliography entries both serve the purpose of citation in
Chicago style, they have distinct structural and functional differences. The
most apparent difference is the order of names: in notes, authors' names
appear first name then last name; in the bibliography, it's last name then
first name. This inversion in the bibliography facilitates alphabetical
sorting. Furthermore, the punctuation and the inclusion of specific details
can vary slightly.

Notes are designed for immediate reference within the text, providing
pinpoint accuracy. Consequently, they often include the specific page
number(s) being cited. Bibliography entries, conversely, are meant to be a
comprehensive list, so they typically include the full page range of an
article or chapter rather than just the cited page. This comprehensive
approach in the bibliography allows readers to gauge the scope of a source
more effectively.

e Name Order: Notes use "First Last Name,
Name, First Name."

while bibliographies use "Last

e Punctuation: Punctuation can differ slightly; for instance, notes often
end with the page number, while bibliography entries conclude with the
year or URL.

e Scope of Page Numbers: Notes refer to specific pages; bibliographies
list the full page range of an article or chapter.

e Purpose: Notes provide immediate source identification for specific
points; the bibliography offers a complete overview of all research
sources.

Managing Citations in a Dissertation

Successfully managing citations throughout a dissertation requires meticulous
attention to detail and a systematic approach. The sheer volume of sources
and the iterative nature of dissertation writing mean that citation errors
can easily creep in. Adopting a consistent strategy from the outset is
paramount to avoid last-minute scrambling and ensure academic integrity.

Utilizing citation management software can be a significant asset. Tools like
Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help organize sources, generate



bibliographies, and insert citations directly into your word processor,
greatly reducing the risk of manual errors. However, it is crucial to
remember that these tools are aids, not replacements for understanding the
rules. You must still ensure the software is configured correctly for Chicago
style and review the generated citations for accuracy.

Regularly reviewing and updating your notes and bibliography as you write is
also essential. Don't wait until the final draft to compile your
bibliography. Instead, create and populate your bibliography as you identify
and cite sources. This practice not only saves time but also helps in
tracking your research progress and ensuring no source is inadvertently
missed. Similarly, make it a habit to proofread your notes for consistency
and accuracy with each chapter or section completed.

Utilizing Citation Management Software

Many doctoral candidates find citation management software invaluable. These
programs allow you to store your source information, automatically format
citations and bibliographies according to various styles, including Chicago,
and integrate with word processors. This significantly streamlines the
citation process and helps maintain consistency.

Consistent Record-Keeping

Maintaining a clear and organized system for your sources is vital. This
involves consistently recording all necessary bibliographic information for
each source as soon as you begin using it. A simple spreadsheet or a
dedicated note-taking system can be effective for this purpose, ensuring you
have all the details readily available when needed.

Regular Review and Proofreading

Schedule regular times to review your citations and bibliography. As you
write, periodically check that your notes accurately reflect the sources and
that your bibliography entries are complete and correctly formatted. This
proactive approach will catch errors early and prevent them from accumulating
into a larger problem during the final stages of your dissertation.

The Chicago Manual of Style notes and bibliography system is a robust
framework for academic citation. By understanding the nuances of note
formats, bibliography structures, and the differences between them,
dissertation writers can confidently attribute their sources and present
their research with clarity and credibility. Adhering to these guidelines not
only upholds academic integrity but also enhances the readability and
scholarly value of your work, ensuring your dissertation meets the high
standards expected in your field.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between a note and
a bibliography entry in Chicago style for a
dissertation?

A: The primary difference lies in their function and format. Notes (footnotes
or endnotes) provide immediate, specific attributions for direct quotes,
paraphrased ideas, or factual information within the text, including the
specific page number. Bibliographies are comprehensive lists at the end of
the dissertation that alphabetize and provide full citation details for all
sources consulted and cited, allowing readers to locate the original works.

Q: How do I format a book citation in a footnote for
the first time I cite it in my dissertation?

A: The first-time note for a book in Chicago style typically includes the
author's full name (first name first), the title of the book in italics,
followed by the city of publication, publisher, year of publication, and
finally, the specific page number being referenced. For example: 1. Jane Doe,
The History of Knowledge (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Q: What is the correct way to format a journal
article in my dissertation's bibliography?

A: In the bibliography, a journal article is formatted with the author's last
name first, followed by their first name. Then comes the article title in
quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the volume and issue number,
the publication year, and the full page range of the article. Example: Doe,
Jane. "The Evolution of Citation Styles." Journal of Academic Writing 15, no.
2 (2021): 112-30.

Q: Can I use "ibid." in my dissertation's notes? If
so, how?

A: Yes, you can use "ibid." (Latin for "in the same place") in your notes
when referring to the immediately preceding source. "Ibid." alone refers to
the same source and page number as the preceding note. "Ibid." followed by a
page number refers to the same source but a different page. However, overuse
of "ibid." can sometimes cause confusion in lengthy dissertations, so it's
often recommended to use shortened citations after the first full citation
instead.



Q: How do I cite a website or webpage in a Chicago
style note for my dissertation?

A: For a webpage in a Chicago style note, include the author's name (if
available), the title of the specific page in quotation marks, the name of
the website, the publication or last modified date (if available), and the
URL. If no date is provided, include the date you accessed the page. Example:
5. John Smith, "Understanding CMOS," Academic Resources Hub, last modified
October 15, 2023, https://www.example.com/cmos.

Q: What is the key difference in name formatting
between notes and bibliographies?

A: The most significant difference in name formatting is that in notes,
authors' names are listed in first name, last name order (e.g., Jane Doe). In
the bibliography, however, authors' names are inverted to last name, first
name order (e.g., Doe, Jane), to facilitate alphabetical arrangement.

Q: How should I format a chapter from an edited book
in my dissertation's bibliography?

A: In the bibliography, an entry for a chapter in an edited book begins with
the chapter author's last name, first name, followed by the chapter title in
quotation marks. Then, include "In," followed by the editor(s)' names
(formatted as "First Last Name" or "First Last Name, ed."), the book title in
italics, publication information (city, publisher, year), and the page range
of the chapter. Example: Smith, John. "The Power of Punctuation." In Essays
on Scholarly Communication, edited by Anne Jones, 75-90. New York: Academic
Press, 2019.

Q: Is it necessary to include the publisher's
location in bibliography entries for books in
Chicago style?

A: Yes, according to the Chicago Manual of Style, the city of publication is
a required element for book entries in both notes and bibliographies when
citing published books. This helps readers locate the specific edition of the
work.
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