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Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style: Notes and Bibliography Examples for Every Chapter

chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples chapter are crucial for academic and professional writers
aiming for clarity, consistency, and adherence to scholarly standards. This comprehensive guide delves deep into
the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), specifically focusing on how to effectively format
notes and bibliographies. We will explore various citation styles, provide detailed examples for different types
of sources, and demonstrate their application within the context of a book chapter or a longer academic paper.
Understanding these elements is paramount for researchers, students, and anyone producing scholarly work
that requires meticulous citation practices. This article aims to demystify the process, offering practical
advice and clear illustrations to ensure your footnotes, endnotes, and bibliography entries are accurate and
follow CMOS guidelines precisely, enhancing the credibility of your research.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), now in its 17th edition, is a widely respected style guide offering
comprehensive recommendations for manuscript preparation and citation. It is particularly favored in the
humanities and some social sciences. CMOS provides guidance on a vast array of writing and editing concerns,
from grammar and punctuation to manuscript format and, crucially, citation. When it comes to citing sources,
CMOS offers two primary systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This article
will focus exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, which is commonly used in history, literature, and the
arts, and is essential for understanding the nuances of chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples
chapter.

The notes-bibliography system requires authors to cite sources using either footnotes or endnotes,
accompanied by a bibliography at the end of the work. This method allows for more detailed commentary within
the notes themselves, making it an ideal choice for scholarly works that might benefit from tangential



discussions or extensive source acknowledgments. Understanding the structure and requirements of this system
is the first step toward producing polished, authoritative academic writing.

The Difference Between Notes and Bibliography

In the notes-bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style, the notes and the bibliography serve distinct
but complementary purposes. The notes, whether footnotes or endnotes, appear within the text itself,
typically at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the chapter or document (endnotes). They
provide specific citations for direct quotes, paraphrased ideas, or factual information drawn from a source.
Importantly, notes can also include explanatory or supplementary material that the author wishes to include
without disrupting the main flow of the text.

The bibliography, on the other hand, is a consolidated alphabetical list of all the sources cited in the notes, as
well as any other sources consulted during the research process but not directly cited. Its primary function is
to give readers a complete overview of the research conducted and to facilitate their ability to locate the
original sources. A well-constructed bibliography demonstrates the breadth and depth of an author's research
and provides a professional closing to the work.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes: Choosing the Right System

The Chicago Manual of Style permits the use of either footnotes or endnotes for the notes-bibliography
system. The choice between them is largely a matter of preference, publisher's style, or the nature of the work.
Footnotes are placed at the bottom of the same page on which the reference occurs in the text. This immediacy
allows readers to quickly find the citation without leaving the page, which can enhance the reading experience,
especially in densely cited works.

Endnotes are collected and appear at the end of the main text, usually before the bibliography. While they
require readers to turn to a separate section, endnotes can be advantageous for authors by freeing up
valuable space on the page and potentially simplifying typesetting. For a book chapter, endnotes are often
preferred as they can be grouped at the chapter's end. Regardless of the choice, the formatting of the individual
notes and the subsequent bibliography must adhere strictly to CMOS guidelines.

Core Principles of CMOS Notes and Bibliography

At the heart of the Chicago Manual of Style's notes-bibliography system are principles of clarity,
consistency, and completeness. Each note should provide sufficient information for a reader to identify the
source being cited. The first time a particular source is cited, the note typically includes the author's full
name, the full title of the work, and specific publication details like the place of publication, publisher, and
year, along with the page number(s) consulted. Subsequent citations of the same source are usually shortened
to an author's last name, a shortened title, and the relevant page number.

The bibliography entries, while mirroring the information in the first note, follow a slightly different format,
omitting specific page numbers for direct quotes (unless the work is a collection or anthology with a single
page reference) and using a hanging indent for readability. Consistency is paramount; once a style is chosen for a
particular element (e.g., how to abbreviate publisher names), it must be applied uniformly throughout the notes
and bibliography. For chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples chapter, this means being meticulous
with every detail, from punctuation to capitalization.



Common Source Types and Their CMOS Examples

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style requires understanding how to cite a wide array of source materials.
The specific format of a note and bibliography entry will vary depending on whether you are citing a book, a
journal article, a website, or another type of publication. Below are detailed examples for several common
source types, demonstrating the differences between first-reference notes, subsequent reference notes, and
bibliography entries.

Books

Citing books is a fundamental skill when using the Chicago Manual of Style. The format ensures that readers
can easily locate the specific edition and publication details of the book you consulted. Pay close attention
to the placement of commas, periods, and italics.

First Reference Note (Footnote or Endnote): John Smith, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent Reference Note: Smith, History of Ideas, 112.

Bibliography Entry: Smith, John. The History of Ideas. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a common source for academic research. CMOS requires specific formatting to identify the
journal, volume, issue, and page range. The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is crucial for online articles.

First Reference Note (Footnote or Endnote): Jane Doe, "The Impact of Technology on Education," Journal
of Modern Learning 15, no. 3 (2019): 210, doi:10.1080/12345678.2019.1678901.

Subsequent Reference Note: Doe, "Impact of Technology," 215.

Bibliography Entry: Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of Modern Learning 15,
no. 3 (2019): 205–225. doi:10.1080/12345678.2019.1678901.

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to the URL and the date of access, as online content can
change. CMOS recommends including as much stable information as possible.

First Reference Note (Footnote or Endnote): "Global Climate Change," NASA, accessed January 15,
2024, https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/.

Subsequent Reference Note: "Global Climate Change," NASA.



Bibliography Entry: "Global Climate Change." NASA. Accessed January 15, 2024.
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/.

Book Chapters

When citing a chapter within a larger edited volume, you must cite both the chapter author and the editor of
the volume. This is particularly relevant for chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples chapter, as
it often pertains to anthologies or edited collections.

First Reference Note (Footnote or Endnote): Robert Green, "Theories of Social Change," in Contemporary
Sociological Thought, ed. Mary Johnson (New York: Academic Press, 2021), 130.

Subsequent Reference Note: Green, "Theories of Social Change," 135.

Bibliography Entry: Green, Robert. "Theories of Social Change." In Contemporary Sociological Thought,
edited by Mary Johnson, 125–150. New York: Academic Press, 2021.

Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses are often available through university repositories or online databases. CMOS
guidelines specify how to cite these unpublished or semi-published works.

First Reference Note (Footnote or Endnote): Emily White, "The Evolution of Urban Planning" (PhD diss.,
University of California, Berkeley, 2018), 88.

Subsequent Reference Note: White, "Evolution of Urban Planning," 102.

Bibliography Entry: White, Emily. "The Evolution of Urban Planning." PhD diss., University of California,
Berkeley, 2018.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles

Articles from newspapers and magazines are cited with their specific publication date and page numbers. For
online versions, include a URL if available.

First Reference Note (Footnote or Endnote): David Lee, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," The New
York Times, October 26, 2023, sec. B, 1.

Subsequent Reference Note: Lee, "Future of Artificial Intelligence."

Bibliography Entry: Lee, David. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." The New York Times, October 26,
2023, sec. B, 1.



Audiovisual Materials

This category includes films, television programs, music, and interviews. CMOS specifies how to credit
directors, performers, and producers.

First Reference Note (Footnote or Endnote): Directed by Christopher Nolan, Inception, Warner Bros.,
2010, DVD.

Subsequent Reference Note: Inception.

Bibliography Entry: Inception. Directed by Christopher Nolan. Warner Bros., 2010. DVD.

Formatting Notes in Detail

The specific formatting of notes within the Chicago Manual of Style is critical for maintaining academic rigor.
There are distinct formats for the first time a source is cited and for all subsequent citations of that same
source. Understanding these distinctions is key to correctly implementing the notes-bibliography system,
especially within a complex document like a book chapter.

First Reference Notes

The first time you cite a source in your work, your note should be as complete as possible. This ensures that
the reader has all the necessary information to identify the source. For books, this typically includes the
author's full name, the full title of the work (italicized), publication information (place, publisher, year), and
the specific page number(s) referenced. For other source types, the elements will differ but the principle of
completeness remains the same.

For example, a first note for a book would look like this: "Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (New
York: American Publishing Company, 1884), 75." For a journal article, it would be: "Sarah Chen, 'Quantum
Entanglement and Its Implications,' Physical Review Letters 120, no. 10 (2018): 100401,
doi:10.1103/PhysRevLett.120.100401."

Subsequent Reference Notes

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are typically shortened. This
streamlines the text and avoids redundancy. The standard format for subsequent notes is the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title (italicized), and the specific page number(s). If the author has multiple
works cited, the shortened title becomes even more important for clarity.

For the Twain example, a subsequent note would be: "Twain, Huckleberry Finn, 92." For the Chen article: "Chen,
'Quantum Entanglement,' 100403."

Ibid. and Loc. Cit.



Historically, CMOS used abbreviations like "ibid." (for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") and "loc. cit." (for
loco citato, meaning "in the place cited") to refer to the immediately preceding source or passage. However, the
17th edition of CMOS strongly recommends against the use of "ibid." and "loc. cit." in favor of using shortened
notes. While you may encounter them in older texts, modern CMOS practice prefers the clarity and consistency
of shortened notes for all subsequent references.

The primary reason for this shift is that shortened notes are more explicit and less prone to misinterpretation,
especially in complex academic works where a reader might be referencing different parts of a single source
across multiple notes. Relying on the specific author and title in shortened notes ensures the citation remains
clear regardless of its position relative to other notes.

Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography

The bibliography is an essential component of the notes-bibliography system. It serves as a complete and
organized record of all sources consulted. Unlike notes, which often cite specific pages, bibliography entries
typically provide the full publication details of the source. The organization and formatting of the
bibliography are just as important as the notes themselves for academic integrity and reader accessibility.

Alphabetical Order

The most fundamental principle of a CMOS bibliography is that entries are arranged in strict alphabetical order
by the author's last name. If an author has multiple works listed, they are typically arranged
chronologically by publication date within that author's section. If there is no author, the entry is
alphabetized by the title of the work, ignoring initial articles such as "a," "an," or "the."

Author Names

In the bibliography, author names are presented with the last name first, followed by a comma, and then the
first name (and any middle name or initial). For example, "Smith, John." If there are multiple authors, the first
author's name is inverted, and subsequent authors' names are listed in normal first-name-last-name order. For
works with no author, the entry begins with the title.

Titles of Works

Titles of books and journals are italicized in the bibliography, just as they are in the notes. Titles of articles,
chapters, and other shorter works are placed in quotation marks. Consistency in capitalization and
italicization is crucial for a professional presentation.

Publication Information

The publication details for each entry should be as complete as possible, following the patterns established in
the notes. For books, this includes the place of publication, publisher, and year. For journal articles, it includes
the journal title, volume, issue number, and year, along with the inclusive page numbers of the article. Online
sources should include the URL and the date of access.



Specific Scenarios for Chapter Citations

When writing a book chapter or a long academic paper, you will inevitably encounter specific citation
challenges. Understanding how to apply CMOS rules to these scenarios ensures accuracy and professionalism.
For instance, citing multiple works by the same author requires careful attention to the shortened title in
subsequent notes to avoid confusion. Similarly, when a source is referenced indirectly (e.g., a quote mentioned in
a secondary source), CMOS provides specific guidance.

When a quote or idea appears in a source that you consulted only indirectly (i.e., it is cited within another
source you are reading), CMOS recommends finding and consulting the original source if at all possible. If that
is not feasible, you can cite the secondary source that mentions the original work. In your note, you would
indicate "as quoted in" or "cited in." For example: "Albert Einstein, quoted in Brian Greene, The Elegant Universe
(New York: W. W. Norton, 2003), 50." The bibliography would then list only the source you actually
consulted (Greene's book).

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Writers often make mistakes when applying the Chicago Manual of Style for notes and bibliographies. One
common pitfall is inconsistent formatting; for example, using different punctuation for similar types of sources
or varying the use of italics. Another frequent error is failing to update subsequent notes correctly, leading
to repetitive and overly long citations. Always double-check that your shortened notes are precise and that
the page numbers are accurate.

Misinterpreting the requirements for online sources is also common. Remember to include access dates for
websites and DOIs for journal articles whenever available, as these provide stable identifiers. Finally,
confusion often arises with edited collections or works with multiple authors or editors. Always ensure you
are attributing the work to the correct individual or entity and following the specific formatting rules for
such complex authorship. Proofreading your citations meticulously is the best defense against these errors.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Your Citations

The cornerstone of effective scholarly writing, especially when adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style, is
accuracy and consistency. Every footnote, endnote, and bibliography entry must be meticulously checked
against the source material and the CMOS guidelines. A lack of consistency can undermine your credibility,
suggesting a lack of attention to detail.

Before submitting your work, dedicate ample time to proofreading your citations. Read through your notes and
bibliography entry by entry. Ensure that the formatting aligns with CMOS, that all necessary information is
present, and that there are no typos or grammatical errors. Comparing your citations against reliable
examples, particularly for less common source types, can be extremely helpful. Ultimately, a well-cited work
not only adheres to academic standards but also significantly enhances the reader's trust in your research and
your own scholarly discipline.









Q: What is the primary difference between notes and a bibliography in the
Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The primary difference is their function and placement. Notes (footnotes or endnotes) provide immediate
citations for specific pieces of information or direct quotes within the text, and can also include
supplementary commentary. The bibliography is a consolidated, alphabetical list at the end of the work that
enumerates all sources cited, allowing readers to find and consult them.

Q: Can I use "ibid." in my Chicago Manual of Style notes?
A: The 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style strongly recommends against the use of "ibid." and "loc.
cit." in favor of using shortened notes for subsequent citations. This promotes clarity and consistency,
especially in complex documents.

Q: How should I format a book chapter in my Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography?
A: In the bibliography, a book chapter is typically cited with the chapter author's name, the chapter title in
quotation marks, followed by "In" and the title of the edited book (italicized), the editor's name(s), the
publication information, and the page range of the chapter.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website that has no author listed in
CMOS?
A: If a website has no author listed, begin the citation with the title of the webpage or article in quotation
marks. Then, provide the name of the website (if distinct from the title), the publisher (if different from the
website name), the date of publication or last update, and the URL. Always include the access date.

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same author in my Chicago
Manual of Style notes?
A: For subsequent notes referencing multiple works by the same author, it is essential to include a shortened
title to distinguish between them. The format is typically the author's last name, a shortened version of the
title (italicized), and the relevant page number.

Q: What is a DOI and when should I include it in my Chicago Manual of
Style citations?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique string of characters that identifies a digital object, such as a
journal article. You should include the DOI for journal articles whenever it is available, as it provides a
stable and permanent link to the article, making it easier for readers to locate.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in my Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography entries for books?
A: Generally, page numbers are not included in the main bibliography entry for a whole book. However, they are
essential in the notes to indicate the specific location of the cited information. For specific entries like book
chapters or articles within a collection, the inclusive page range of that chapter or article is listed.



Q: What is the recommended order for elements in a Chicago Manual of Style
book citation?
A: For a book, the recommended order for a bibliography entry is: Author's Name. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. For a first note, it is: Author's Name, Title of Book (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication), Page Number(s).
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