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Mastering Citations: Chicago Manual of Style Notes and Bibliography Examples
for Books

chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples book citations are a
cornerstone of academic and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution
and allowing readers to trace the sources of information. Navigating the
intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) can be daunting, especially
when it comes to formatting citations for books. This comprehensive guide
will demystify the process, providing clear, detailed examples for both the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, with a specific focus
on book citations. We will delve into the nuances of first-time citations
versus subsequent citations, the handling of specific book types, and best
practices for creating an accurate and effective bibliography. Understanding
these principles is crucial for any writer aiming for scholarly rigor and
adherence to established academic standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Books

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that
offers two primary systems for citation: the Notes-Bibliography system and



the Author-Date system. For many disciplines, particularly in the humanities,
the Notes-Bibliography system is preferred, utilizing footnotes or endnotes
for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the
work. The Author-Date system, common in the sciences and social sciences,
uses parenthetical in-text citations keyed to a reference list. Both systems
demand precision and consistency, particularly when dealing with the
complexities of citing books, which can have various editions, editors,
translators, and publication histories.

When citing books within the Chicago Manual of Style, the fundamental goal
remains the same across both systems: to provide enough information for a
reader to locate the original source. This involves accurately identifying
the author(s), title, publication details (publisher, place, year), and
specific page numbers for direct quotations or paraphrased ideas. Mastery of
these elements is essential for maintaining academic integrity and
demonstrating thorough research. The following sections will break down these
citation methods with concrete examples for book sources.

The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Notes

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of footnotes or
endnotes to provide citations for sources directly within the text. Each
citation in the notes corresponds to a more detailed entry in the
bibliography. This system is favored for its ability to keep the main text
uncluttered, allowing for supplementary explanatory notes as well. The
formatting of these notes, especially for book citations, requires careful
attention to detail regarding author names, titles, and publication
information.

First-Time Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Book

When a book is cited for the first time in a paper using the Notes-
Bibliography system, the note must include comprehensive bibliographical
details. This ensures that the reader has all the necessary information to
find the exact source. The format typically includes the author's first name
and last name, followed by the full title of the book (italicized), and then
the publication information: place of publication, publisher, and year of
publication. If a specific page number is being cited, it follows the
publication details. Subsequent mentions of the same source will require a
shortened note format.

Here is an example of a first-time footnote/endnote citation for a standard
book:



1. Elizabeth L. Eisenstein, The Printing Revolution in Early Modern
Europe, 2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 45.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Book

After a book has been cited in full for the first time, subsequent citations
of the same source can be significantly shortened. This prevents redundancy
in the notes section without sacrificing clarity. The shortened note
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(if it's long), and the specific page number(s). If the author has only one
work cited in the bibliography, just the author's last name and page number
may suffice. This streamlined approach makes reading the notes much more
efficient while still enabling accurate source tracking.

Here is an example of a subsequent footnote/endnote citation for the same
book:

2. Eisenstein, Printing Revolution, 88.

3. Eisenstein, 92. (If only one work by Eisenstein is cited)

The Notes-Bibliography System: The Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of a paper that uses the Notes-
Bibliography system, is an alphabetized list of all the sources cited in the
notes. Unlike the notes, the bibliography is generally presented in a
slightly different format, most notably with the author's last name appearing
before their first name. This alphabetical arrangement is crucial for ease of
use by the reader, allowing them to quickly locate a specific source if they
need to consult it. The bibliography entry for a book contains all the
essential publication details needed to identify and find the work.

Bibliography Entry for a Standard Book

A standard bibliography entry for a book follows a specific structure that
differs subtly from the first-time footnote. The author's last name comes
first, followed by a comma, then their first name. The title of the book is
italicized, followed by a period. Finally, the publication information—place,
publisher, and year—is provided, typically separated by commas, and the entry



ends with a period. This consistent format is vital for creating a
professional and easily navigable bibliography.

Here is an example of a bibliography entry for a standard book:

Eisenstein, Elizabeth L. The Printing Revolution in Early Modern Europe.
2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005.

Bibliography Entry for an Edited Book

When citing a book that has been edited rather than authored by a single
individual, the bibliography entry requires specific adjustments to
acknowledge the editor(s). The editor's name(s) are listed first, preceded by
the abbreviation "ed." or "eds." following their name. The title of the book
remains italicized, followed by the publication details. This format clearly
distinguishes between the author of the work and the person responsible for
compiling or editing it.

Here is an example of a bibliography entry for an edited book:

Smith, John, ed. Essays on Renaissance Literature. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2010.

Bibliography Entry for a Translated Book

Citing a translated book necessitates acknowledging both the original author
and the translator. In the bibliography, the original author's name is listed
first, followed by the book's title. The translator is then indicated by the
abbreviation "trans." preceding their name. The publication details of the
specific edition being used are then provided. This ensures that both the
original creator and the individual responsible for bringing the work to
another language are credited appropriately.

Here is an example of a bibliography entry for a translated book:

Marquez, Gabriel García. One Hundred Years of Solitude. Translated by
Gregory Rabassa. New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2006.



Bibliography Entry for a Chapter in an Edited Book

When referencing a specific chapter within a larger edited collection, the
bibliography entry needs to identify both the author of the chapter and the
details of the book it appears in. The chapter author's name is listed first,
followed by the title of the chapter (in quotation marks). Then, the word
"in," followed by the italicized title of the edited book, and the editor's
name(s). Finally, the page numbers of the chapter within the book and the
publication details are included. This level of detail is crucial for
directing readers to the exact part of the larger work being referenced.

Here is an example of a bibliography entry for a chapter in an edited book:

Jones, Sarah. "The Evolution of Gothic Architecture." In Medieval Art
History: A Reader, edited by David Lee, 112-45. London: Thames & Hudson,
2015.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Citations

The Author-Date system, an alternative to the Notes-Bibliography system,
relies on brief parenthetical citations embedded directly within the text.
These citations typically include the author's last name and the year of
publication, with page numbers added for direct quotations. The corresponding
full bibliographic information is then provided in a "Reference List" at the
end of the document, which is arranged alphabetically by author's last name.
This system is often favored in scientific and social science fields for its
conciseness and direct linkage between text and source.

Author-Date In-Text Citation for a Book

In the Author-Date system, when quoting or paraphrasing from a book, the in-
text citation is placed parenthetically. It includes the author's last name,
followed by a comma and the year of publication. If a direct quotation is
used, the page number(s) should also be included within the parentheses,
separated by a comma. This concise citation allows readers to quickly
identify the source and year of publication, and if necessary, locate the
full entry in the reference list. The placement of the citation typically
follows the material being referenced, before the punctuation mark.

Here is an example of an Author-Date in-text citation for a book:



The impact of printing technology was profound (Eisenstein 2005, 45).

As Eisenstein argues, the printing revolution fundamentally reshaped
European society (2005, 88).

The Author-Date System: The Reference List

The Reference List, essential for the Author-Date system, functions similarly
to the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system. It is an alphabetized
list of all sources cited in the text, providing complete publication details
for each. The primary difference lies in the organization and the way the
information is presented, with the year of publication often following the
author's name more directly. This list allows readers to easily find the full
publication information for every source mentioned in the paper.

Reference List Entry for a Standard Book

A standard book entry in the Reference List of an Author-Date paper begins
with the author's last name, followed by their first name or initials. The
year of publication is placed in parentheses immediately after the author's
name. The title of the book is then presented in italics, followed by the
place of publication and the publisher. The consistent placement of the year
aids in quick identification and retrieval of sources by readers.

Here is an example of a Reference List entry for a standard book:

Eisenstein, Elizabeth L. 2005. The Printing Revolution in Early Modern
Europe. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Reference List Entry for an Edited Book

When citing an edited book in the Author-Date Reference List, the entry
begins with the editor's name(s), followed by "(ed.)" or "(eds.)". The year
of publication is then enclosed in parentheses. The title of the book follows
in italics, and then the publication details: place and publisher. Similar to
other entries, this format clearly identifies the source and its publication
context, crediting the editor for their role.

Here is an example of a Reference List entry for an edited book:



Smith, John, ed. 2010. Essays on Renaissance Literature. New York:
Oxford University Press.

Key Considerations for Book Citations

Accurate book citations in Chicago style depend on meticulously gathering and
correctly presenting specific pieces of information. Beyond the author and
title, understanding the publication history and details is crucial. This
includes identifying the correct edition, if applicable, as different
editions may contain revised content or pagination. Furthermore, correctly
identifying the publisher and the place of publication adds a layer of
specificity that aids in source verification.

Identifying Essential Book Citation Information

To construct accurate Chicago style citations for books, several key pieces
of information must be identified from the book itself. These include:

Author(s) or Editor(s)

Full Title and Subtitle (as they appear on the title page)

Edition (if not the first edition)

Place of Publication

Publisher's Name

Year of Publication

Page numbers (for specific quotations or references)

Collecting all these details from the title page and copyright page of the
book is the first step towards creating proper citations.

Handling Multiple Authors and Editors

The Chicago Manual of Style has specific guidelines for handling works with
multiple authors or editors. For works with two authors, both names are
typically included in the citation, separated by "and." For works with three



or more authors, the first author's name is given, followed by "et al." (and
others) in the notes, though all authors may be listed in the bibliography or
reference list if space permits and the style guide for a specific
publication requires it. For edited books, the same principles apply, with
editors credited appropriately.

Citing E-books and Online Versions

Citing e-books and online versions of books requires additional elements to
help readers locate the digital source. In addition to the standard
bibliographic information, a Chicago-style citation for an e-book should
include the format of the e-book (e.g., Kindle, PDF) and a stable URL or DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) if available. For subsequent citations, the page
numbers are still relevant if the e-book has them; otherwise, chapter or
section numbers might be used. Ensuring the URL is stable and direct is
paramount for the reader's ability to access the source.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Writers often encounter common pitfalls when citing books in Chicago style.
These include inconsistencies in formatting, such as the incorrect placement
of commas or periods, misusing italics for titles, or omitting essential
publication details. Another frequent error is failing to distinguish between
first-time and subsequent citations in the Notes-Bibliography system, leading
to overly long or too brief notes. Ensuring author names are inverted
correctly in the bibliography and reference list is also a critical detail.
Proofreading meticulously and consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style
are the best defenses against these errors.

---

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in the Chicago
Manual of Style for book citations?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations,
while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations within the text
that include the author's last name and publication year. Both systems have a
corresponding end-of-paper list (bibliography or reference list) with full
source details.



Q: How do I format a footnote or endnote for a book
cited for the first time in the Chicago Manual of
Style?
A: For a first-time citation in the Notes-Bibliography system, the note
includes the author's full name (first name then last name), the book's full
title (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, the year of
publication, and the specific page number(s) being referenced. For example:
1. Jane Doe, The History of Modern Art (New York: Art Press, 2020), 55.

Q: What information should be included in a
bibliography entry for a standard book under the
Chicago Manual of Style?
A: In a Chicago style bibliography, a standard book entry begins with the
author's last name, followed by a comma, then their first name. The book's
title is italicized, followed by a period. Finally, the place of publication,
publisher, and year of publication are listed, separated by commas, and the
entry concludes with a period. For example: Doe, Jane. The History of Modern
Art. New York: Art Press, 2020.

Q: How do I cite a book with two authors in Chicago
style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, for the first note, you would list both
authors' full names in the order they appear on the title page: 1. John Smith
and Alice Brown, An Introduction to Biology (Chicago: University Press,
2018), 75. In the bibliography, the entry would also list both authors, with
the first author's last name inverted: Smith, John, and Alice Brown. An
Introduction to Biology. Chicago: University Press, 2018.

Q: What is the correct way to format an in-text
citation for a book in the Author-Date system of the
Chicago Manual of Style?
A: In the Author-Date system, an in-text citation for a book typically
includes the author's last name and the year of publication in parentheses,
followed by a comma and the page number if quoting directly. For example:
(Smith 2018, 75). If paraphrasing, the page number may be omitted, but it is
generally good practice to include it if possible for specific ideas.

Q: How should I format a reference list entry for an



edited book in the Chicago Manual of Style's Author-
Date system?
A: For an edited book in an Author-Date reference list, you start with the
editor's name(s), followed by "(ed.)" or "(eds.)". Then, in parentheses,
provide the year of publication. The title of the book follows in italics,
and then the place of publication and publisher. For example: Smith, John,
ed. 2010. Essays on Renaissance Literature. New York: Oxford University
Press.

Q: What if I'm citing a chapter from an edited book?
How does that differ for footnotes versus the
bibliography in Chicago style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, a footnote for a chapter would cite the
chapter author, chapter title (in quotes), "in," the italicized book title,
the editor(s), page numbers, and publication details. The bibliography entry
follows a similar pattern but with the chapter author's last name first. For
the Author-Date system, the in-text citation is brief, and the reference list
entry would detail the chapter author, chapter title, "in," the editor(s),
the book title, and publication information.

Q: When citing an e-book in Chicago style, what
additional information is usually required compared
to a print book?
A: When citing an e-book in Chicago style, in addition to the standard
author, title, and publication information, you should include the format of
the e-book (e.g., Kindle, PDF) and a stable URL or DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) if it's available. This helps readers access the exact digital
version of the source you consulted.
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