
chicago manual of style long quotes
The Chicago Manual of Style is a comprehensive guide for writers and editors, and understanding its
conventions for handling long quotations is crucial for academic and professional writing. Properly
integrating and formatting these extended passages ensures clarity, attribution, and adherence to
stylistic standards. This article delves into the intricacies of incorporating chicago manual of style
long quotes, covering their identification, indentation, punctuation, and citation requirements. We
will explore when a quote transitions from short to long, the specific formatting rules for block
quotes, and the nuances of integrating them smoothly into your own prose. Understanding these
guidelines will elevate the professionalism and readability of your work, making it easier for your
readers to digest and appreciate the material you are presenting.
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Defining Long Quotes in Chicago Style

What Constitutes a Long Quote According to Chicago
Style?
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides clear guidelines for distinguishing between short and
long quotations. Generally, a quotation of more than three or four lines of prose or more than two or
three lines of verse is considered a long quotation. This threshold is not absolute and can be
influenced by the layout of your page; however, it serves as a practical rule of thumb. The primary
purpose of this distinction is to set these longer passages apart visually from the main text, signaling
to the reader that they are encountering an extended excerpt from another source.

This visual separation is essential for maintaining the flow and readability of your own writing. When
you include a long quote, it should not be embedded within your paragraphs using quotation marks.
Instead, it is presented as a distinct block of text, set off by indentation. This formatting convention
is a hallmark of academic and scholarly writing, demonstrating a writer's ability to judiciously select
and present source material without overwhelming their own arguments.

When to Use Long Quotes
The decision to use a long quotation should be deliberate. Long quotes are most effective when the
original wording is particularly significant, when the passage is complex and benefits from being
presented in its entirety, or when the author's exact phrasing is essential to your analysis. Avoid
using long quotes simply to pad your word count or because you are unsure how to paraphrase



effectively. A well-chosen long quote can powerfully support your thesis, offer compelling evidence,
or provide historical context that is difficult to replicate.

Consider the impact of the quote on your reader. If the passage is lengthy and does not directly
advance your argument or provide critical insight, it may be more effective to summarize or
paraphrase. However, when the precise language or structure of the original is paramount, a long
quote is the appropriate choice. The key is to ensure that the quote serves a distinct purpose within
your own discourse.

Formatting Chicago Manual of Style Long Quotes

The Block Quote Indentation
The most distinctive feature of Chicago style for long quotations is the use of a block quote. This
means the entire passage is indented from the left margin. The standard indentation is typically 0.5
inches or one-half inch from the left margin of your regular text. This indentation visually separates
the quoted material, making it immediately recognizable as an excerpt from another source and
distinct from your own narrative or analysis.

Unlike short quotes, which are enclosed in quotation marks and run in with the surrounding text,
block quotes are treated as separate paragraphs. This formatting is not merely stylistic; it is
functional, allowing readers to easily differentiate between the author's voice and the source
material. Proper indentation is a clear signal to your audience that they are engaging with extended,
verbatim text.

Placement and Spacing of Block Quotes
When introducing a block quote, you typically end your introductory sentence with a colon. The
block quote itself then begins on a new line, indented. There should be no quotation marks around
the block quote. The entire block quote is single-spaced if the rest of your document is double-
spaced, or it maintains the same line spacing as the rest of your document if it is already single-
spaced. Some styles recommend omitting the extra space before and after the block quote, while
others suggest a single line space above and below. Always check your specific publication or
instructor's guidelines, but generally, the block quote stands as a distinct unit, visually separated by
its indentation.

It is crucial to ensure that the block quote is introduced effectively. Simply dropping a long
quotation into your text without any preamble or explanation is jarring and unprofessional. Your
introductory sentence should provide context and lead the reader into the quoted material,
explaining why it is relevant to your argument.

Integrating Long Quotes Seamlessly



Introducing Block Quotes Effectively
The introduction to a block quote is as important as the quote itself. It should smoothly transition
your reader from your own prose to the extended passage. This introductory sentence often sets up
the context for the quote and explains its relevance to your argument. Ending the introductory
sentence with a colon is the standard practice in Chicago style, signaling that a quotation is about to
follow.

For example, instead of just presenting a quote, you might write: "In his seminal work on urban
planning, Jacobs argues that community engagement is paramount: 'The street, in time, becomes an
expression of the people who use it...'" This sets the stage and prepares the reader for the specific
point being made in the quote.

Connecting Block Quotes to Your Own Argument
Once a long quote has been presented, it is imperative to follow up with your own analysis and
interpretation. Do not assume that the quote speaks for itself. Explain how the quote supports your
thesis, what specific points it illustrates, or what questions it raises. This follow-up is critical for
demonstrating your understanding of the material and for weaving the source material into the
fabric of your own writing.

Think of the quote as evidence. Just as you wouldn't present a piece of data without explaining its
significance, you shouldn't present a long quote without elucidating its meaning and relevance to
your argument. This analytical bridging ensures that the quote serves your purposes and enhances,
rather than disrupts, your narrative flow.

Punctuation and Attribution for Long Quotes

Punctuation at the End of a Block Quote
The punctuation at the end of a block quote follows the rules of the original source. If the original
sentence ended with a period, question mark, or exclamation point, that punctuation should be
retained at the end of the block quote. However, unlike short quotes that are integrated into a
sentence, the final punctuation of a block quote is not typically preceded by a comma when the
introductory phrase is a complete clause.

For instance, if your introductory phrase is "She stated," the quote would end with its original
punctuation. If the quote itself is a complete sentence and ends with a period, that period remains.
This adherence to the original punctuation ensures accuracy and respects the integrity of the source
material.

Attributing the Source within Block Quotes
Attribution is paramount when using long quotes. The Chicago Manual of Style requires clear and
consistent citation. When using block quotes, the citation typically appears after the final



punctuation mark of the quotation, enclosed in parentheses, or as a footnote or endnote, depending
on the citation style you are employing (notes and bibliography or author-date). The specific format
for the citation will depend on whether you are using a footnote/endnote system or an author-date
system.

In the notes and bibliography system, a footnote or endnote will contain the full citation details. In
the author-date system, it will be an in-text citation like (Author Year, Page Number). Always ensure
that the citation directly follows the quoted material and is placed correctly according to the specific
Chicago style guide you are using.

Citation Requirements for Long Quotes

Footnote and Bibliography System
When using the notes and bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style, each long quotation
requires a corresponding footnote or endnote. The first time a source is cited, the note will include
full publication details (author, title, publication information, and page number). Subsequent
citations for the same source will be shortened, typically including only the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number.

The bibliography, which appears at the end of your document, will list all sources cited in your work
alphabetically by author's last name. The block quote's page number is essential for directing
readers to the exact location of the quoted material in the original source. This meticulous citation
practice upholds academic integrity and allows readers to verify your sources.

Author-Date System
In the author-date system, long quotations are cited in-text with an author-date citation, usually
placed in parentheses at the end of the quote, before the final punctuation, or after the final
punctuation mark. This in-text citation includes the author's last name, the year of publication, and
the specific page number from which the quote was taken. For example: (Smith 2023, 145).

Similar to the notes system, a reference list is provided at the end of the document, containing full
bibliographic information for all sources cited in the text. The reference list is organized
alphabetically by author's last name. This system provides a more immediate citation within the text
while still offering comprehensive source details at the end.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid with Long Quotes

Over-Quoting and Under-Attributing
One common error is to rely too heavily on long quotations, effectively allowing the source material
to dominate the writing rather than serving as support. This can make your own voice and analysis



seem weak. Conversely, failing to provide adequate attribution for long quotes is a serious academic
offense, often considered plagiarism. Always ensure every quotation, especially long ones, is
properly cited.

Another pitfall is misinterpreting or misrepresenting the quoted material. Ensure that the context
you provide accurately reflects the original author's intent and that you are not taking words out of
context to support a misleading point. Careful selection and accurate representation are key.

Incorrect Formatting and Punctuation
Deviating from the prescribed formatting for block quotes – such as using quotation marks, incorrect
indentation, or improper spacing – can detract from the professionalism of your work and may lead
to stylistic inconsistencies. Incorrectly placing or omitting citation information is another frequent
error that can have significant consequences.

Pay close attention to the specific requirements of the Chicago Manual of Style. Double-checking
punctuation, indentation, and citation placement before submitting your work is a crucial step in
ensuring accuracy and adherence to scholarly standards. Mastering the conventions for chicago
manual of style long quotes is a valuable skill for any serious writer.

---

Q: What is the primary difference in formatting between a
short quote and a long quote in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference is that short quotations are integrated into your text and enclosed in
quotation marks, while long quotations (typically more than four lines of prose) are set off from the
main text as block quotes. Block quotes are indented from the left margin and do not use quotation
marks.

Q: How many lines typically define a "long quote" that
requires block formatting in Chicago style?
A: While not an absolute rule, the general guideline in Chicago style is that a quotation of more than
three or four lines of prose or more than two or three lines of verse is considered a long quotation
and should be formatted as a block quote.

Q: Should I use quotation marks around a Chicago manual of
style long quote?
A: No, you should not use quotation marks around a long quotation formatted as a block quote in
Chicago style. The indentation itself visually signals that it is quoted material.



Q: Where does the citation go for a Chicago manual of style
long quote?
A: The citation for a long quote in Chicago style typically follows the final punctuation mark of the
quotation. This can be an in-text citation (author-date system) or a footnote/endnote marker (notes
and bibliography system), with the full citation details in the corresponding note or bibliography.

Q: What is the recommended indentation for Chicago manual
of style long quotes?
A: The standard indentation for block quotes in Chicago style is typically 0.5 inches or one-half inch
from the left margin of your regular text.

Q: What should I do after presenting a long quote from
another source?
A: After presenting a long quote, it is crucial to follow up with your own analysis and interpretation.
Explain how the quote supports your argument, what its significance is, or what further questions it
raises. Do not assume the quote speaks for itself.

Q: Can I single-space a block quote if my main text is double-
spaced according to Chicago style?
A: Yes, it is common practice in Chicago style to single-space block quotes even if the main text is
double-spaced. This further visually distinguishes the quote from the surrounding text.

Q: What if the original source material for my long quote has
specific formatting like italics?
A: You should retain the original formatting of the quoted material, including italics, bolding, or
other emphasis, as found in the source. However, if you need to add emphasis to a word or phrase
within the quote for your own analytical purposes, you should enclose the added emphasis in
brackets and indicate it as "emphasis added" or "emphasis original" (if the original had it).

Q: What is the purpose of setting long quotes apart visually in
Chicago style?
A: The purpose is to clearly distinguish the author's original words from your own analysis and
commentary, thereby improving readability and maintaining academic integrity. It signals to the
reader that they are encountering an extended passage from a source.
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