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Chicago Manual of Style Legal Citations for Dissertations: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style legal citations for dissertations requires meticulous attention to detail
to ensure academic integrity and scholarly rigor. Navigating the nuances of legal citation within a
dissertation can be a complex undertaking, especially when adhering to the established guidelines of
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). This guide aims to demystify the process, providing a clear
and comprehensive roadmap for graduate students grappling with the specific requirements of
citing legal sources. We will delve into the fundamental principles of CMOS legal citation, explore
the distinction between its two citation systems, and offer practical strategies for citing various legal
materials, including statutes, cases, and secondary sources. Understanding these elements is crucial
for producing a polished and compliant dissertation.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Citation
Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) presents two primary systems for citation: the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For dissertations, particularly those with a
significant legal component, the Notes and Bibliography system is overwhelmingly preferred and
often mandated. This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to present citation information within the
text, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work that lists all sources cited.
Understanding this fundamental distinction is the first step in correctly applying CMOS to legal
scholarship.



The Footnote and Bibliography System for Legal Citations

The Notes and Bibliography system offers a more fluid reading experience for complex or heavily
cited works, which is characteristic of dissertations. Legal scholarship frequently requires granular
citation to specific points within statutes, court decisions, or lengthy scholarly arguments, making
the footnote system ideal. Each footnote provides the full citation details for a specific reference,
allowing readers to locate the source without disrupting the main text. The bibliography then serves
as a consolidated reference list for all materials consulted.

Citing Primary Legal Sources in Dissertations

Primary legal sources are the bedrock of legal research and citation. In a dissertation, accurately
citing these sources is paramount to demonstrating the foundation of your arguments. This category
includes statutes, court decisions, and administrative regulations. Each type of primary source has
specific formatting requirements within the CMOS framework.

Citing Statutory Law

When citing statutes, it is essential to provide sufficient information for readers to identify the
specific legislation being referenced. This typically includes the name of the statute, its official
citation (including chapter and section numbers), and the year of enactment or the session year. For
federal statutes in the United States, the United States Code (U.S.C.) is the primary reference. State
statutes follow similar principles but will refer to their respective state codes.

Full citation for a federal statute generally includes: Title number, abbreviation for the United States
Code, section number, and the year.

Full citation for a state statute includes: Abbreviation for the state's statutory compilation, chapter
number, section number, and the year.

Citing Case Law

Citing court cases requires identifying the parties involved, the court that issued the decision, the
volume and page number of the reporter where the case is published, and the year of the decision.
Standard legal reporters, such as the Supreme Court Reporter (S. Ct.), Federal Reporter (F.), or
regional reporters, are used for official citations. For more recent cases, electronic citation to
databases like Westlaw or LexisNexis might be permissible, though CMOS generally favors print
reporter citations when available.

Key components for case citations include: Party names (italicized), reporter abbreviation, volume
number, page number, and the court and year in parentheses.

Subsequent citations to the same case can be shortened to include the party names and pinpoint
citation.

Citing Administrative Regulations and Agency Decisions



Administrative regulations, such as those found in the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) in the
United States, and decisions from administrative agencies follow a format similar to statutory law,
identifying the agency, the specific regulation or decision, and its publication details. These sources
are crucial for understanding the practical application of laws and governmental policies.

Citations to the C.F.R. will include the title number, part number, section number, and the year of
the edition.

Agency decisions will typically require the agency name, the case or decision number, and the
reporter or publication where it can be found.

Citing Secondary Legal Sources

Secondary legal sources, while not the law itself, are vital for analyzing, interpreting, and
understanding primary legal materials. In a dissertation, these sources often provide the theoretical
framework and scholarly commentary that support your research. CMOS provides clear guidelines
for citing these materials.

Legal Periodical Articles

Scholarly articles published in law reviews and other legal journals are frequently cited in
dissertations. The citation should include the author's name, the title of the article (in quotation
marks), the journal's name (italicized), the volume number, the first page number of the article, and
a pinpoint citation if necessary, followed by the year of publication.

Essential elements for journal articles are: Author, "Article Title," Journal Name Volume, First Page
(Year).

Books and Book Chapters

When citing legal books, including seminal treatises, the citation typically includes the author's
name, the title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication,
and relevant page numbers. For book chapters, the author of the chapter and the editor of the book
are often included.

Book citation format: Author, Book Title (Publication City: Publisher, Year).
Book chapter citation format: Author, "Chapter Title," in Book Title, ed. Editor Name(s), Page
numbers (Publication City: Publisher, Year).

Treatises and Hornbooks

Treatises and hornbooks are widely used by legal scholars for their comprehensive analysis of
specific legal subjects. Their citation in a dissertation follows the general guidelines for books,
ensuring that the specific edition and relevant sections are clearly identified for the reader. These
sources are often foundational to understanding complex legal doctrines.



Special Considerations for Legal Citations in Dissertations

The academic environment of a dissertation often brings unique challenges and expectations for
legal citations. Ensuring clarity, consistency, and adherence to the specific requirements of your
university and department is crucial.

Consistency and Accuracy

The cardinal rule of any citation system is consistency. Whichever citation style elements you
employ, ensure they are applied uniformly throughout the entire dissertation. Inaccuracies in
citations can undermine the credibility of your research and lead to revisions. Double-checking every
detail, from punctuation to capitalization, is essential.

Avoiding Common Pitfalls

Several common errors can occur when citing legal materials. These include misinterpreting
reporter abbreviations, neglecting to include pinpoint citations for specific references, and failing to
properly italicize or punctuate titles. Understanding these potential traps can help you avoid them.

Always verify the correct reporter abbreviation for the court and jurisdiction.
Ensure pinpoint citations are accurate and directly lead to the referenced material.
Pay close attention to the use of italics for titles of books and journals.

Resources for Further Guidance

While this guide provides a comprehensive overview, the Chicago Manual of Style itself is the
ultimate authority. Consulting the latest edition of CMOS is highly recommended, especially for less
common source types or complex citation scenarios. Additionally, your dissertation advisor and
university library's reference librarians are invaluable resources for specific questions and guidance
tailored to your program.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by the
Chicago Manual of Style for dissertations with legal content?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) primarily recommends the Notes and Bibliography system
for dissertations, especially those incorporating legal citations, as it allows for detailed referencing
in footnotes or endnotes and a comprehensive bibliography.

Q: How do I cite a United States federal statute in my



dissertation using CMOS?

A: To cite a U.S. federal statute under CMOS, you typically include the Title number, the
abbreviation for the United States Code (U.S.C.), the section number, and the year of the code
edition. For example, 42 U.S.C. § 1983 (2018).

Q: What information is necessary for citing a state statute
according to CMOS for a dissertation?

A: When citing a state statute in CMOS, you will generally provide the abbreviation for the state's
statutory compilation, the chapter number, the section number, and the year of the compilation. The
specific format may vary slightly by state, so consulting a legal style guide for that state is advisable.

Q: How should I format a citation for a U.S. Supreme Court
case in my dissertation using CMOS?

A: For a U.S. Supreme Court case citation in CMOS, you include the names of the parties (italicized),
the volume number of the Supreme Court Reporter (S. Ct.), the page number where the case begins,
and the court and year in parentheses. For example, Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966).

Q: What is the correct way to cite a law review article in a
dissertation adhering to CMOS?

A: A law review article citation in CMOS requires the author's name, the title of the article in
quotation marks, the name of the journal in italics, the volume number, the first page number of the
article, and the year of publication in parentheses. For example, Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Due
Process," Harvard Law Review 120, no. 3 (2007): 789.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing administrative
regulations in a dissertation using CMOS?

A: Yes, for administrative regulations, such as those in the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.),
CMOS requires you to cite the title number, the abbreviation "C.F.R.," the section number, and the
year of the C.F.R. edition. For instance, 29 C.F.R. § 1910.1030 (2023).

Q: What is the importance of pinpoint citations when using
CMOS for legal sources in a dissertation?

A: Pinpoint citations are crucial because they direct the reader to the exact location within a source
(e.g., a specific page, paragraph, or section) where the cited information can be found, ensuring
accuracy and allowing for easy verification of your claims.



Q: Should I use the Author-Date system from CMOS for my
dissertation's legal citations?

A: While CMOS offers an Author-Date system, it is generally not recommended for dissertations with
significant legal content. The Notes and Bibliography system is far more common and preferred in
legal scholarship for its clarity and detail.

Q: What is the role of the bibliography in a dissertation that
uses CMOS for legal citations?

A: The bibliography in a CMOS-cited dissertation serves as a comprehensive list of all sources
referenced in the footnotes or endnotes, providing a complete alphabetical listing for the reader to
consult.

Q: Where can I find the most authoritative guidance for
Chicago Manual of Style legal citations for dissertations?

A: The most authoritative guidance for Chicago Manual of Style legal citations for dissertations can
be found in the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style itself, as well as through your
university's dissertation guidelines and potentially by consulting with your academic advisor or a
reference librarian specializing in legal research.
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