
chicago manual of style journal citation
format
The chicago manual of style journal citation format is a cornerstone for academic and scholarly
writing, ensuring consistency and clarity in referencing scholarly articles. Mastering this citation
style is crucial for researchers, students, and anyone contributing to academic discourse. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago manual of style journal citation
format, covering both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems. We will explore the essential
elements of a journal citation, discuss common variations and specific scenarios, and provide
practical examples to illustrate correct formatting. Understanding these guidelines will empower
you to accurately cite your sources, avoid plagiarism, and enhance the credibility of your work.
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Understanding the Core Components of a Journal
Citation

Accurate and consistent journal citation is paramount in academic writing, and the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS) provides a detailed framework for achieving this. Regardless of whether you employ
the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, certain fundamental pieces of information are always
required to identify a journal article definitively. These core components allow readers to locate the
original source of your information, thereby verifying your research and expanding upon it if
desired. Omitting any of these key elements can render a citation incomplete and, consequently, less
useful.

The essential elements for citing a journal article under the Chicago manual of style journal citation
format typically include the author(s)' name(s), the title of the article, the title of the journal, the
volume number, the issue number (if applicable), the year of publication, and the page number(s)
where the article appears. Depending on the specific system and the publication medium (print or
online), additional details like the DOI or URL might also be necessary. Precision in gathering and
presenting this information is key to adhering to the Chicago manual of style journal citation format.

Author(s) Identification
The author's name is the primary identifier for an article. In both CMOS systems, the author's name
is presented in a specific format. For a single author, it is typically listed as First Name Last Name in
the bibliography entry (Notes-Bibliography system) and Last Name, First Name in the
footnote/endnote. For multiple authors, the convention varies slightly depending on the number of
authors involved, but generally, the first author's name is reversed, and subsequent authors are



listed in normal order. It is crucial to record author names exactly as they appear in the publication.

Article Title and Journal Title
The title of the article itself is usually enclosed in quotation marks. This clearly distinguishes the
specific piece of writing from the larger publication it is part of. The title of the journal in which the
article is published, on the other hand, is italicized. This convention helps readers quickly identify
the periodical itself, which is important for understanding the context and scope of the article.
Proper capitalization of both article and journal titles is also a key aspect of the chicago manual of
style journal citation format.

Publication Details: Volume, Issue, and Date
The volume and issue numbers are critical for pinpointing a specific edition of a journal, especially
for periodicals that are published frequently. The volume number typically indicates a larger
grouping of issues, often spanning a year or a season, while the issue number specifies a particular
publication within that volume. The year of publication provides a temporal context, which is
important for historical research or when tracking the development of ideas. The chicago manual of
style journal citation format requires these details to be presented in a standard order.

Page Numbers and Location Information
Page numbers are indispensable for directing the reader to the exact location of the cited material
within the journal. In the Notes-Bibliography system, specific page numbers are often included in
footnotes or endnotes, while the bibliography entry may list the full page range of the article. For
online journals, the inclusion of a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a stable URL is increasingly
important, as it provides a persistent and reliable link to the electronic version of the article,
overcoming issues with broken links or changing web addresses.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Journal Articles

The Notes-Bibliography system, often favored in humanities disciplines, employs footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work.
When applying the chicago manual of style journal citation format using this system for journal
articles, the goal is to provide readers with immediate context for a specific piece of information
through a note, and then a full bibliographic record for all consulted sources.

The initial citation in a footnote or endnote will contain a substantial amount of information, often
including the author's first and last name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title
italicized, volume and issue numbers, the date of publication, and specific page numbers.
Subsequent references to the same source can be shortened. The bibliography, however, lists all
sources alphabetically by author's last name, with a more standardized format that includes the full
page range of the article, but typically not specific page numbers unless necessary for a direct
quote.



Footnote/Endnote Citation Structure
A typical first-time footnote or endnote citation for a journal article in the chicago manual of style
journal citation format looks like this:

Author First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Month/Season
Year): Page(s).

For example:

Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Modern Architecture," Journal of Architectural History 45, no. 2
(Spring 2023): 112.

Subsequent citations of the same article would be shortened:

Doe, "Evolution of Modern Architecture," 115.

Bibliography Entry Structure
The bibliography entry for the same journal article in the chicago manual of style journal citation
format follows a slightly different structure, primarily for alphabetical listing and consistency. Note
the reversed author name and the inclusion of the full page range:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Month/Season
Year): Full Page Range.

For example:

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Modern Architecture." Journal of Architectural History 45, no. 2
(Spring 2023): 110–125.

When citing online journal articles, the inclusion of a DOI or URL is crucial. The format would
generally include this at the end of the citation.

The Author-Date System for Journal Articles

The Author-Date system, commonly used in sciences and social sciences, relies on in-text citations
that include the author's last name and the year of publication, accompanied by a reference list at
the end of the document. This system prioritizes immediate contextualization within the text and a
clear, alphabetical listing of all sources consulted for easy retrieval. The chicago manual of style
journal citation format for Author-Date adheres to these principles.



In-text citations are brief, usually enclosed in parentheses, and directly follow the information being
referenced. The reference list then provides the complete bibliographic details for each source cited.
This approach ensures that readers can quickly identify the source of information without
interrupting the flow of the text extensively, while still having access to all necessary details for
verification in the reference list.

In-Text Citation Structure
The in-text citation in the chicago manual of style journal citation format for the Author-Date system
typically includes the author's last name and the year of publication. Page numbers are often
included for direct quotes. The general format is:

(Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

For example:

(Doe 2023, 112)

If the author's name is mentioned in the text, only the year and page number are needed in
parentheses:

According to Doe (2023), the evolution of modern architecture is a complex phenomenon
(112).

Reference List Entry Structure
The reference list entries in the chicago manual of style journal citation format for the Author-Date
system are more detailed. The author's last name is listed first, followed by the first name. The year
of publication is placed immediately after the author's name. The article title is in quotation marks,
and the journal title is italicized, followed by volume, issue, and page numbers.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Full Page
Range.

For example:

Doe, Jane. 2023. "The Evolution of Modern Architecture." Journal of Architectural History 45
(2): 110–125.

For online articles, a DOI or URL would be included at the end of the entry, similar to the Notes-
Bibliography system.



Variations and Special Cases in Journal Citation

While the core principles of the chicago manual of style journal citation format are straightforward,
academic publishing often presents unique scenarios that require nuanced application of the rules.
These can include citing articles with multiple authors, special issues, or articles published online
without traditional pagination. Understanding these variations ensures comprehensive and accurate
referencing.

Special attention must be paid to the number of authors, the presence or absence of issue numbers,
and how to handle online-only journals or articles accessed through databases. The Chicago Manual
of Style itself is the ultimate authority on these matters, and consulting the latest edition is always
recommended for definitive guidance, especially when encountering less common citation
challenges related to the chicago manual of style journal citation format.

Multiple Authors
When citing articles with more than one author, the chicago manual of style journal citation format
differs slightly between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and also based on the
number of authors. For two authors, both names are typically listed in footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography (Notes-Bibliography system) or reference list (Author-Date system). For three or more
authors, the convention often involves listing only the first author followed by "et al." (and others) in
both in-text citations and the bibliography/reference list, though the footnote/endnote might still list
all authors for clarity on first mention.

Notes-Bibliography (3+ authors, bibliography): Smith, John, et al. "Title." Journal...

Author-Date (3+ authors, reference list): Smith, John, et al. Year. "Title." Journal...

Online Journals and DOIs
Citing online journal articles has become increasingly common. When an article has a DOI, it is
generally preferred over a URL because DOIs are stable identifiers. The chicago manual of style
journal citation format typically includes the DOI at the end of the citation, often preceded by "doi:".
If a DOI is not available, a stable URL or permalink should be used. If the article is accessed through
a subscription database, it is often helpful to note the database name, though CMOS provides
specific guidelines on when this is necessary.

Example (Notes-Bibliography with DOI): Jane Doe, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue (Month Year): Page(s), doi:10.1000/xyz123.

Example (Author-Date with DOI): Doe, Jane. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue):
Page(s). doi:10.1000/xyz123.



Special Issues and Edited Collections
Citing articles from special issues of journals or chapters from edited collections requires careful
attention to detail. For special issues, the "issue" designation might be replaced or supplemented
with the theme or title of the special issue itself. When citing a chapter from an edited collection that
is presented as a standalone work rather than a journal article, the format will more closely
resemble citing a book chapter, with the editor's name(s) and the book's title playing prominent
roles. Always ensure you are correctly identifying the primary publication unit being cited.

The chicago manual of style journal citation format provides a robust and adaptable framework for
academic referencing. By understanding the core components, the differences between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and how to navigate common variations, writers can ensure
their citations are both accurate and effective. Diligence in applying these rules not only upholds
academic integrity but also greatly enhances the clarity and credibility of scholarly work. Adhering
to the chicago manual of style journal citation format is an investment in the quality and professional
presentation of your research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems for Chicago style
journal citations?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text and in the concluding
list. The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
bibliography at the end, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author
Last Name Year) and a reference list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with two authors in the
Chicago manual of style journal citation format?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, both authors' names are listed in both footnotes/endnotes and
the bibliography, with the first author's name reversed. In the Author-Date system, both authors'
names are listed in the reference list.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important for Chicago manual
of style journal citation format?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent unique identifier for a digital object, such as an
academic article. It is important because it provides a stable link to the article's location online, even
if the website address changes, ensuring readers can reliably access the source.



Q: Should I include the URL or DOI if an article is available in
both print and online formats?
A: If an article has a DOI, you should generally use the DOI as it is the most stable identifier. If no
DOI is available and you accessed the article online, include the URL. For print-only articles, you
would not include a URL or DOI.

Q: How does the chicago manual of style journal citation
format handle journal articles published without an issue
number?
A: If a journal does not use issue numbers and instead numbers pages continuously within a volume,
you would omit the issue number from your citation. The citation would then typically include the
volume number and the date.

Q: What is the correct way to abbreviate journal titles in
Chicago style?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends using full journal titles unless the journal
itself uses a standard abbreviation or if space is extremely limited and the abbreviation is widely
understood within the discipline. Always check the specific edition of CMOS for the most current
guidance.

Q: If I am quoting directly from a journal article, what
information do I need to include in my Chicago style citation?
A: When quoting directly, you must include the page number(s) from which the quote is taken. This
applies to both the Notes-Bibliography system (in the footnote/endnote) and the Author-Date system
(in the in-text citation).

Q: How do I cite a journal article accessed through a
subscription database like JSTOR or Project MUSE using the
chicago manual of style journal citation format?
A: CMOS guidance often suggests omitting database names and URLs if the article is also available
freely online or if the database is widely accessible and unlikely to disappear. If the article is difficult
to locate otherwise, you might include information about the database. Always check the latest
CMOS edition for precise recommendations.
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