chicago manual of style in-text
example

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive guide for
academic and professional writing, and understanding its in-text citation
methods is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and ensuring proper attribution.
This article delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style in-
text example, exploring both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems,
and offering practical guidance for their correct application. We will cover
various source types, common citation scenarios, and the importance of
consistency in your academic or publishing endeavors. Mastering the Chicago
Manual of Style in-text example will significantly enhance the clarity and
credibility of your written work.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for referencing
sources within the text of a document: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. While both aim to provide clear and accurate attribution,
they differ significantly in their presentation and application. The choice
between these two systems often depends on the academic discipline, the
specific publication, or the preference of the author or editor.
Understanding these fundamental differences is the first step to correctly
implementing any Chicago Manual of Style in-text example.

The notes-bibliography system, often favored in humanities disciplines like
literature and history, uses superscript Arabic numerals within the text to
indicate a citation. These numbers correspond to footnotes or endnotes, which
contain the full bibliographic information for the source. This system allows
for extensive explanatory notes and detailed commentary without disrupting
the flow of the main text. Conversely, the author-date system, commonly used
in social sciences and some natural sciences, places the author's last name
and the publication year directly in the text, often followed by a page
number if a specific passage is being cited. This method is generally more
concise and directly links the in-text citation to the corresponding entry in
a reference list at the end of the document.



The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Examples

The notes-bibliography system's in-text citation is characterized by
superscript numbers that seamlessly integrate into the prose. Each
superscript number corresponds to a corresponding note (either a footnote at
the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the chapter or document).
These notes provide the source information. For instance, when citing a book
for the first time, the note will include the author's full name, the title
of the book in italics, the place of publication, the publisher, the year of
publication, and the specific page number(s). Subsequent citations of the
same source can be shortened, often including just the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number.

First Citation of a Source

When you introduce a source for the very first time in your text, you will
use a superscript number. This number then links to a full bibliographic
entry in your notes. For example, if you are quoting a sentence from Jane
Austen's Pride and Prejudice, your text might read:

"It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a
good fortune, must be in want of a wife."!

The corresponding footnote or endnote would then provide the complete details
of this particular edition of the book, including page number. A common
format for the first note of a book would be:

1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003), 5.

Subsequent Citations of the Same Source

Once a source has been cited, subsequent references to it can be
significantly shortened for conciseness. This prevents repetitive full
citations and keeps the notes section from becoming overly long. For a work
that has already been fully cited, a brief note typically includes the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to
distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the page number. If
only one work by an author is cited, the author's last name and page number
may suffice.

For instance, if you refer to Pride and Prejudice again later in your text:

Austen continues to explore the societal expectations of marriage.?



The corresponding note would be much shorter:
2. Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 45.

If you were referencing a different work by Jane Austen, you would need to
include a shortened title to differentiate it from Pride and Prejudice. This
rule applies broadly to ensure clarity and avoid confusion when citing
multiple works by the same author or similar titles.

Citing Indirect Sources

Sometimes, you may encounter information in a source that itself refers to
another source. The Chicago Manual of Style advises against citing indirect
sources if the original can be consulted. However, if direct consultation is
impossible, you can cite the indirect source. In the notes-bibliography
system, this is typically indicated within the note itself. For example:

As noted by critic John Smith, the novel reflects the social anxieties of its
time.?

The corresponding note would then indicate this indirect citation:

3. John Smith, "Literary Criticisms of Victorian Novels," Journal of Modern
Literature 15, no. 2 (2010): 112, quoted in Sarah Lee, The Evolution of the
Novel (London: University Press, 2015), 78.

This clearly shows that Smith's work was not read directly but was accessed
through Lee's book, providing the necessary transparency for your reader.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Examples

The author-date system of the Chicago Manual of Style prioritizes brevity and
directness in its in-text citations. Instead of numbered notes, this system
embeds the author's last name and the year of publication directly within the
narrative of your text. This is commonly followed by a page number if you are
quoting or paraphrasing a specific passage. The goal is to provide immediate
context for the source without interrupting the reading experience with
extensive footnotes or endnotes.

This system is particularly useful for disciplines where frequent referencing
is common, as it allows readers to quickly identify the source of
information. The in-text citation acts as a direct pointer to the full
bibliographic entry, which will be found in a reference list at the end of



the document. The consistency and ease of locating sources make the author-
date system a preferred choice for many academic and scientific publications.

Basic In-Text Citation

The most straightforward author-date citation includes the author's last name
and the year of publication. For example, if you are citing a work by
researcher Emily Carter published in 2022, your sentence might look like
this:

Recent studies indicate a significant increase in renewable energy adoption
(Carter 2022).

If you are quoting directly from the source, you must also include the page
number. This provides the reader with the precise location of the information
within the cited work.

Carter states, "The transition to sustainable energy sources is accelerating
at an unprecedented rate" (Carter 2022, 15).

When the author's name is mentioned in the sentence itself, you only need to
include the year of publication in parentheses. This can further enhance the
flow of your writing.

According to Carter (2022), the transition to sustainable energy sources is
accelerating at an unprecedented rate.

Citing Multiple Authors

When citing works with multiple authors, the Chicago Manual of Style author-
date system specifies how to handle these citations. For works with two
authors, both names are always included, connected by "and." For works with
three or more authors, only the first author's last name is listed, followed
by "et al." This keeps the in-text citations concise, especially when dealing
with extensive research involving numerous contributors.

For a work with two authors, say Johnson and Lee:

This phenomenon has been observed across various demographic groups (Johnson
and Lee 2021).

For a work with three or more authors, such as Garcia, Kim, and Patel:



The data supports a complex interplay of factors (Garcia et al. 2019).

This standardization ensures that the in-text citations remain manageable and
easy to read, even when referencing a substantial number of collaborative
works.

Citing Works with No Author or Editor

In cases where a work lacks an individual author or editor, such as a report
from an organization or an anonymous publication, you use a shortened version
of the title of the work in place of the author's name. The title should be
italicized if it is a standalone work (like a book or report) or enclosed in
quotation marks if it is part of a larger work (like an article). The year of
publication follows, and a page number if applicable.

For an organizational report titled "Global Climate Trends":

The report highlights a significant warming trend (Global Climate Trends
2023, 45).

If you are citing an anonymous essay from a collection, it might appear as:
"The Importance of Digital Literacy" (Anonymous Essay 2018, 112).

When using a shortened title, it is crucial to ensure it is distinctive
enough to be easily matched to the corresponding entry in your reference
list. This principle of clear attribution remains paramount, even when the
author is not explicitly stated.

Citing Different Source Types in Text

Regardless of whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date
system, the Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidance for citing
various types of sources within your text. The fundamental principle is
always to provide enough information for the reader to locate the original
source easily. This includes differentiating between books, journal articles,
websites, and other media. Understanding these distinctions is key to
producing accurate and professional academic work.

Books

As demonstrated in previous examples, books are commonly cited by author and



page number. In the notes-bibliography system, the initial note is
exhaustive, while subsequent notes are abbreviated. In the author-date
system, the author's last name, publication year, and page number (for
specific passages) are included parenthetically or within the narrative.

Notes-Bibliography Example:
The philosophical underpinnings of this argument are well-established.*

4. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans.
Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 201.

Author-Date Example:

The philosophical underpinnings of this argument are well-established
(Foucault 1995, 201).

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles requires attention to the author, publication year
(in the author-date system), and the journal title, volume, issue, and page
numbers. For the notes-bibliography system, the full citation appears in the
note, and subsequent notes are shortened. In the author-date system, the
author and year are in the text, with page numbers for specific references.

Notes-Bibliography Example:
This research highlights a new perspective on the issue.’

5. Sarah Johnson, "The Impact of Technology on Education,"” Journal of
Educational Psychology 45, no. 3 (2018): 234.

Author-Date Example:

This research highlights a new perspective on the issue (Johnson 2018, 234).

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online content can be more complex due to the dynamic nature of the
internet. The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends citing the author
(if available), the title of the specific page or article, the name of the
website, and the publication or last updated date. A URL is also typically
included in the full bibliographic entry, but not always in the in-text
citation itself unless necessary for clarity. For short-form in-text
citations, the author and year are usually sufficient, with the full details
in the bibliography or reference list.

Notes-Bibliography Example:



The organization provides extensive resources for public awareness.®

6. World Health Organization, "Mental Health Action Plan 2013-2030," accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241506021.

Author-Date Example:

The organization provides extensive resources for public awareness (World
Health Organization 2023).

Note that for organizations, the organization name itself functions as the
author in the author-date system.

Common Challenges and Solutions for In-Text
Citations

Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style in-text example can
present several challenges for writers. Ensuring consistency, correctly
handling specific source types, and accurately attributing information are
paramount to academic integrity. Fortunately, the manual provides clear
guidelines to address most common citation dilemmas.

Maintaining Consistency

One of the most significant challenges is maintaining consistency throughout
a document. This applies to both the choice of citation system (notes-
bibliography or author-date) and the formatting of individual citations. Once
you select a system, adhere to it strictly. Inconsistent formatting can
confuse readers and detract from the professionalism of your work. For
example, always use the same abbreviation for "page" (e.g., "p." or "pp.") or
"editor" (e.g., "ed." or "eds.") if applicable, and ensure that italics and
quotation marks are used uniformly for titles.

If you are using the notes-bibliography system, ensure that the superscripts
are sequential and that each number corresponds to a unique note. For the
author-date system, double-check that every in-text citation has a
corresponding entry in your reference list and vice-versa. A careful review
of your manuscript before submission is essential for catching any
inconsistencies.

Citing a Work Within a Work

Occasionally, you may need to cite a passage from a work that is itself



quoted or referenced within another work you are reading. The Chicago Manual
of Style advises that you should always try to consult the original source if
possible. However, if that is not feasible, you must clearly indicate that
you are citing an indirect source. In the notes-bibliography system, this is
done within the note itself, as previously illustrated. In the author-date
system, you would typically cite the source you read and mention the original
author and work within your text or in the reference list, though this is
less common and often discouraged.

For example, if you are reading a book by Author B that quotes Author A:

In the notes-bibliography system:

7 Author A, Original Title, page number, quoted in Author B, Book Title
(Publisher, Year), page number.

In the author-date system, this is generally handled more implicitly by
citing the source you have, and in your reference list, you would list the
work you consulted. If you must explicitly refer to the indirect nature, it
might be noted in the text: "As Author A stated (as quoted in Author B 2020,
55)..." but this is often avoided for clarity.

Special Cases: Performances, Lectures, and Personal
Communications

The Chicago Manual of Style also provides guidance for citing less
conventional sources. For performances, lectures, or personal communications,
the in-text citation will generally be brief, and the full details will be in
the notes or reference list. For personal communications, such as an email or
interview, the reader cannot independently verify the information, so these
are often cited only in the notes (not-bibliography system) or mentioned in
the text with the date of communication (author-date system), and not
included in a formal bibliography or reference list.

Notes-Bibliography Example (Lecture):
The speaker emphasized the importance of community engagement.®

8. John Doe, "The Future of Urban Planning" (lecture, University Conference
Center, Chicago, IL, October 15, 2023).

Author-Date Example (Personal Communication):

In a recent conversation, Dr. Emily White suggested that further research is
needed (E. White, personal communication, October 25, 2023).

These specific approaches ensure that even the most unique sources are
properly acknowledged according to the established standards of the Chicago



Manual of Style.

Ensuring Accuracy and Authority in Your
Citations

The ultimate goal of employing the Chicago Manual of Style in-text example,
whether through notes-bibliography or author-date systems, is to lend
accuracy and authority to your written work. Proper citation practices are
not merely bureaucratic requirements; they are fundamental to scholarly
discourse. They demonstrate respect for intellectual property, allow readers
to trace your research, and build credibility for your arguments. By
meticulously following the guidelines for Chicago Manual of Style in-text
examples, you contribute to the integrity of your research and the broader
academic conversation.

Take the time to familiarize yourself with the specific rules for the type of
source you are citing and the system you have chosen. Utilize the official
Chicago Manual of Style guide as your primary reference. Proofreading your
work with a keen eye for citation accuracy is a non-negotiable step. A well-
cited document is a clear indicator of a thorough researcher and a
trustworthy author. Striving for precision in every citation reinforces the
rigor of your scholarship and ensures that your ideas are presented with the
clarity and respect they deserve.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of
Style In-Text Examples

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style for in-text citations?

A: The primary difference lies in their presentation. The notes-bibliography
system uses superscript numbers in the text linked to footnotes or endnotes,
while the author-date system places the author's last name and publication

year (and page number if necessary) directly within the text in parentheses.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system
versus the author-date system for Chicago style in-
text examples?

A: The notes-bibliography system is traditionally favored in the humanities



(like literature and history), while the author-date system is more common in
the social sciences and some natural sciences. The choice often depends on
the publisher's or instructor's requirements.

Q: How do I cite a direct quote using the Chicago
Manual of Style in-text example for the author-date
system?

A: For the author-date system, a direct quote is cited by including the
author's last name, the year of publication, and the specific page number in
parentheses. For example: (Smith 2020, 45).

Q: What is the correct Chicago Manual of Style in-
text example for a book with multiple authors in the
author-date system?

A: For two authors, you list both last names: (Johnson and Lee 2021). For
three or more authors, you list the first author's last name followed by "et
al.": (Garcia et al. 2019).

Q: How do I cite a website using the Chicago Manual
of Style in-text example?

A: In the author-date system, you typically cite the author (or organization
name) and year: (World Health Organization 2023). For the notes-bibliography
system, you use a superscript number linked to a footnote or endnote
containing the website's author, title, website name, and URL.

Q: What should I do if a source has no author when
using Chicago style in-text examples?

A: If a source has no author, you use a shortened version of the title in
place of the author's name. For the author-date system, it would look like:
(Global Climate Trends 2023, 45). For the notes-bibliography system, the
title will appear in the note.

Q: Is it acceptable to cite a source that quotes
another source in Chicago style in-text examples?

A: It is best to consult the original source if possible. If not, in the
notes-bibliography system, you cite the source you read and indicate that the
information was "quoted in" the original source. In the author-date system,
this is handled more cautiously, and you generally cite the source you have



consulted.

Q: How do I cite a lecture or a personal
communication using Chicago style in-text examples?

A: For lectures in the notes-bibliography system, you use a superscript
number linked to a note with lecture details. In the author-date system, you
might mention the speaker and date in the text or note. Personal
communications are typically cited in notes (notes-bibliography) or mentioned
with a date in the text (author-date) but are not usually included in a
bibliography.

Q: What is the purpose of page numbers in Chicago
style in-text examples?

A: Page numbers are crucial when quoting directly or paraphrasing a specific
passage. They allow the reader to pinpoint the exact location of the
information within the source, enhancing the accuracy and verifiability of
your citations.

Q: How can I ensure my Chicago Manual of Style in-
text examples are correct and consistent?

A: The best approach is to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual
of Style directly. Proofread your manuscript carefully, checking each in-text
citation against its corresponding note or reference list entry, and ensure
you have applied the chosen system consistently throughout your document.
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