chicago manual of style in-text citations
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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style In-Text Citations for Quotes

chicago manual of style in-text citations quotes are fundamental for academic integrity and
scholarly communication, ensuring proper attribution of borrowed ideas and words. Navigating
these citation requirements, especially for direct quotations, can sometimes feel complex, but a clear
understanding simplifies the process immensely. This comprehensive guide will demystify the
intricacies of integrating direct quotes into your work according to the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS), covering essential elements like parenthetical citations and footnote/endnote referencing.
We will explore the specific formatting rules for short and long quotations, the importance of
pinpointing the source with page numbers, and common pitfalls to avoid when citing quoted
material. By mastering these principles, you will enhance the credibility and clarity of your research.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Two Citation Systems
Parenthetical Citations for Quotes
Footnote and Endnote Citations for Quotes
Formatting Short Quotations

Handling Long Quotations (Block Quotes)
Special Considerations for Quotes

The Importance of Accuracy

Understanding the Two Citation Systems in Chicago
Style

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for in-text citations: the notes and
bibliography system, and the author-date system. While both aim to accurately attribute sources,
they differ in their presentation within the text. For in-text citations specifically concerning quotes,
understanding which system your field or instructor prefers is the crucial first step.

The notes and bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, uses superscript numbers
within the text that correspond to either footnotes (at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (at the
end of the document). These notes contain the full citation details or a shortened version, depending
on whether it's the first or subsequent mention of the source. When quoting, the number directly
follows the quotation, pointing the reader to the precise source information.

Conversely, the author-date system, more common in the social sciences and sciences, embeds a
brief parenthetical citation directly within the text, typically including the author's last name and the
year of publication. For quotes, the year is supplemented by the page number(s) from which the
quotation is drawn. This method allows readers to quickly identify the source without referring to a
separate notes section.



Parenthetical Citations for Quotes in Chicago Style

When employing the author-date system for chicago manual of style in-text citations quotes,
the parenthetical citation immediately follows the quoted material, enclosed in parentheses. This
parenthetical note serves as a concise pointer to the full citation found in your reference list or
bibliography at the end of your paper. The core components of this citation are the author's last
name, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) where the quote can be found.

The standard format for a parenthetical citation for a direct quote is (Author Last Name Page
Number). For instance, if you are quoting from page 57 of a book by Jane Doe, published in 2020,
the citation would appear as (Doe 57). If the quote spans multiple pages, you would use an en dash
(not a hyphen) between the page numbers, such as (Doe 57-59). It is critical to ensure that the page
number accurately reflects the location of the quoted material.

Integrating Author and Year with the Quote

While the parenthetical citation can stand alone after the quote, you can also integrate the author's
name or the publication year into your sentence. If the author's name is part of the sentence itself,
only the year and page number are needed in the parentheses. For example, "As Doe argues, 'the
implications are far-reaching' (2020, 57)." If the year is part of the sentence, the parentheses would
only contain the author and page number, like "In her 2020 work, Doe states, 'the implications are
far-reaching' (Doe 57)."

When to Omit the Author or Year

There are specific instances where you might omit parts of the parenthetical citation. If you are
quoting multiple works by the same author published in the same year, you will need to add
lowercase letters to the year to differentiate them (e.g., Doe 2020a, 57; Doe 2020b, 12). If the author
is mentioned in the sentence and the work is well-known or the only one by that author in your
bibliography, sometimes only the page number is sufficient within the parentheses, but this should
be used judiciously and consistently.

Footnote and Endnote Citations for Quotes

The notes and bibliography system, a cornerstone of chicago manual of style in-text citations
quotes, relies on superscript numbers placed directly after the quoted material. These numbers
correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of each page or endnotes compiled at the end of the
document. This system is highly favored in academic fields where detailed source exploration is
paramount.

When a quotation is introduced, a superscript number is placed immediately after the final
punctuation of the quote or after the closing quotation mark if no punctuation follows. For example:



"The essence of the argument lies in its novel approach." * This superscript number then directs the
reader to the corresponding note, where the full bibliographic information, or a shortened version
for subsequent citations, is provided.

First Reference Notes for Quotes

The first time a particular source is cited, the corresponding footnote or endnote should contain
complete bibliographic information. This typically includes the author's full name, the title of the
work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles), publication details (city of publication,
publisher, year), and crucially, the specific page number(s) from which the quotation was taken. For
a book, it might look like: 1. Jane Doe, The Art of Citation (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 78.

Subsequent Reference Notes for Quotes

Once a source has been cited in full, subsequent references to the same work can be shortened to
save space and reduce redundancy. This shortened note typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author),
and the relevant page number. For example: 2. Doe, Art of Citation, 92. If only one work by an
author is being cited, the title can sometimes be omitted entirely, leaving just the author's last name
and page number: 3. Doe, 105.

Specifics for Different Source Types

The format for notes will vary depending on the type of source being quoted. A journal article will
require the article title in quotation marks, the journal title italicized, volume and issue numbers,
and publication year, along with the page number. A website might require the author (if available),
title of the page, website name, and URL along with the access date. Mastering these variations
ensures precision in your chicago manual of style in-text citations quotes.

Formatting Short Quotations

Short quotations, generally defined as fewer than five bibliographical lines of prose or three lines of
verse, are integrated directly into the body of your text. They are enclosed in double quotation
marks and treated as part of the surrounding sentence. Proper integration is key to maintaining the
flow and readability of your writing when using chicago manual of style in-text citations quotes.

When incorporating a short quote, the quotation marks should enclose only the borrowed words. Any
punctuation that is part of the original material should be included within the quotation marks. For
example, if the original text ends with a question mark, that question mark should appear inside the
closing quotation mark in your citation. This attention to detail is crucial for accurate representation
of the source material.



Placement of Citation Marks

The citation mark (either a superscript number for notes or a parenthetical author-date citation) is
typically placed after the closing quotation mark but before any terminal punctuation of your own
sentence. For instance: She argued that "the data presented a compelling case" ! or (Doe 57). This
placement ensures that the citation is clearly linked to the quoted material it refers to,
distinguishing it from the author's own prose.

Handling Punctuation with Short Quotes

If a comma or period is part of the original quotation, it should remain within the quotation marks.
However, if the quotation ends your sentence and the original material does not have terminal
punctuation, you will add your own sentence's terminal punctuation outside the quotation marks, but
the citation mark still precedes it. For example: He stated, "the results were conclusive," though
further analysis was needed. ! This rule helps to clearly delineate the borrowed text from your own
writing.

Handling Long Quotations (Block Quotes)

Long quotations, typically exceeding five bibliographical lines of prose or three lines of verse,
require a different formatting approach known as a block quotation. Block quotes are set apart from
the main text by being indented from the left margin, without quotation marks. This visual
separation clearly signals to the reader that the enclosed text is a direct quotation of significant
length, a key aspect of proper chicago manual of style in-text citations quotes.

To format a block quotation, you begin a new paragraph after introducing the quote with a colon or
a sentence that leads into it. The entire block of quoted text is then indented, usually by half an inch
or more, from the left margin. The spacing within the block quote typically matches the main text's
spacing, although some style guides may recommend single-spacing for block quotes in double-
spaced documents. However, Chicago style generally prefers maintaining the document's overall
spacing for consistency.

Introducing and Ending Block Quotes

A block quotation should always be introduced by a complete sentence that clearly signals the
transition. This introductory sentence often ends with a colon. For example: As Smith eloquently
puts it: followed by the indented block quote. The citation is placed after the final punctuation of the
block quotation. Unlike short quotes, the citation for a block quote, whether parenthetical or a note
number, comes after the period or other terminal punctuation of the quote itself.



Citation for Block Quotes

For block quotes, the citation follows the same rules as for short quotes in terms of content (author,
year, page number for author-date; full or shortened note for notes system). The key difference is
the placement. In the author-date system, the parenthetical citation (Doe 57) would appear after the
final punctuation of the block quote. In the notes system, the superscript number (e.g., ¢) would also
follow the final punctuation of the block quote.

Special Considerations for Quotes

When working with chicago manual of style in-text citations quotes, several special situations
require careful attention to ensure accuracy and adherence to the style guide. These include quoting
material that already contains quotation marks, indicating omissions, and citing sources that lack
standard publication information.

Quoting text that itself contains quotation marks, such as dialogue within a larger work, requires
using single quotation marks for the internal quotes. For example, if someone is quoted saying, "She
told me, 'T'll be there'," your citation would reflect this: He reported, "She told me, 'T'll be there'." ?
This distinction maintains clarity about which words are yours, which are the primary source's, and
which are quoted within the primary source.

Indicating Omissions and Additions

When you need to omit material from a quotation or add explanatory text of your own, you must use
ellipses (...) to indicate omissions and square brackets ([...]) for additions. Ellipses are used to show
that words, phrases, or sentences have been left out. For example: "The experiment showed
significant results... indicating a breakthrough." * Additions are used to clarify meaning, provide
context, or identify speakers. For instance: The researcher noted that “[the data] was surprisingly
consistent." 2 These conventions are vital for presenting quotations honestly and accurately.

Citing Indirect Quotations and Paraphrases

While this guide focuses on direct quotes, it's important to remember that Chicago style also
requires citations for paraphrased material and indirect quotations (e.g., quoting someone who is
quoting someone else). For paraphrases, the citation typically includes the author and page number
(Doe 57) or a footnote/endnote, even though you are not using the author's exact words. This
upholds the principle of attributing all borrowed ideas. Indirect quotations, often referred to as
"secondhand information," require careful consideration of how to cite the source you consulted, not
necessarily the original speaker or writer, unless you have direct access to their words.



The Importance of Accuracy in Chicago Style Citations

The meticulous detail required for chicago manual of style in-text citations quotes underscores
a fundamental principle of academic and professional writing: accuracy. Misrepresenting sources,
even unintentionally, can lead to accusations of plagiarism, undermine the credibility of your work,
and confuse your readers. Every detail, from the placement of punctuation to the exact wording of
the citation, matters.

Adhering to the specific formatting rules for short and long quotes, parenthetical citations, and
footnotes or endnotes ensures that your readers can easily locate and verify the information you
have presented. This transparency builds trust and allows others to engage critically with your
research. Furthermore, consistent and accurate citation practices demonstrate your respect for the
intellectual property of others and your commitment to scholarly integrity.

Ultimately, mastering the nuances of Chicago Manual of Style in-text citations for quotes is an
investment in the quality and ethical standing of your writing. It transforms a potentially daunting
task into a clear and systematic process that strengthens your arguments and elevates your work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between parenthetical
citations and notes for Chicago style quotes?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement and presentation. Parenthetical citations (author-
date) are embedded directly within the text following the quote, offering a brief reference. Notes
(footnotes/endnotes) use superscript numbers in the text that correspond to detailed source
information listed separately at the bottom of the page or end of the document.

Q: How do I correctly cite a quote that spans across two pages
in Chicago style using parenthetical citations?

A: When a quote spans two pages using the author-date system, you indicate the page range with an
en dash. For example, if the quote is on pages 57 and 58 of a book, the citation would be (Author
Last Name 57-58).

Q: Can I use quotation marks for block quotes in Chicago
style?

A: No, block quotes, which are typically for longer quotations (five lines or more of prose), should
not be enclosed in quotation marks. They are distinguished by being indented from the main text.



Q: What is the rule for placing citation punctuation relative to
quotation marks in Chicago style?

A: For short quotes integrated into the text, the citation mark (superscript number or parenthetical
citation) typically comes after the closing quotation mark but before the final punctuation of your
sentence. For block quotes, the citation mark follows the final punctuation of the quoted material.

Q: How should I handle a quote that contains internal
quotation marks in Chicago style?

A: When a quote you are using already contains quotation marks, you should enclose the internal
quotes in single quotation marks. For example: She stated, "He mentioned, 'T'll be there later'."

Q: What are ellipses and brackets used for in Chicago style
quotations?

A: Ellipses (...) are used to indicate that words, phrases, or sentences have been omitted from the
original quotation. Square brackets ([...]) are used to add explanatory words or phrases to the
quotation that were not part of the original text, such as clarifying pronouns or providing context.

Q: Do I need to cite paraphrased material in Chicago style,
even if I don't use the exact words?

A: Yes, absolutely. Chicago style, like most academic citation styles, requires you to cite paraphrased
material. This is because you are still borrowing the ideas, arguments, or information from another
source, and proper attribution is essential. This typically involves a parenthetical citation or a note.

Q: When do I use the author-date system versus the notes and
bibliography system for Chicago style quotes?

A: The choice between the author-date system and the notes and bibliography system often depends
on the academic discipline or specific publication guidelines. The humanities generally favor the
notes and bibliography system, while the social sciences and sciences tend to use the author-date
system. Always check the requirements of your institution or publisher.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no page numbers, like a
webpage, in Chicago style?

A: For sources without page numbers, such as many websites, you would omit the page number from
your citation. In the author-date system, it would be (Author Last Name Year). If citing a specific
section without a page number, you might use a paragraph number or a section heading if available
and appropriate, following CMOS guidelines. In the notes system, you would omit the page number
from the note.
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