
chicago manual of style image
placement examples
The Chicago Manual of Style image placement examples are crucial for ensuring
clarity, professionalism, and adherence to scholarly and publishing
standards. Proper placement of visual elements not only enhances the reader's
comprehension but also contributes significantly to the overall aesthetic and
credibility of a document. This guide delves into the intricacies of image
integration according to Chicago style, covering everything from initial
considerations to specific placement strategies, captioning, and cross-
referencing. Understanding these guidelines is paramount for authors,
editors, and designers working with academic papers, books, and other
published materials where precision and convention are highly valued. We will
explore various scenarios and provide actionable advice to help you master
Chicago Manual of Style image placement examples effectively.
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Understanding the Purpose of Images
Before delving into specific placement strategies, it’s essential to
understand why images are used in written works. Images, whether they are
photographs, illustrations, charts, or graphs, serve a distinct purpose
beyond mere decoration. They are employed to clarify complex information,
illustrate abstract concepts, provide evidence for arguments, evoke emotion,
or break up dense blocks of text to improve readability. The intended
function of an image will heavily influence its optimal placement within the
document, ensuring it supports, rather than distracts from, the narrative.

In academic and professional writing, images often function as visual
arguments or data representations. A scientific paper might include
micrographs to showcase cellular structures, while a historical text could
use photographs to depict significant events or individuals. In these
contexts, the image’s power lies in its ability to communicate information
that might be difficult or impossible to convey through text alone.
Therefore, the decision to include an image should always be driven by its
informational value and its ability to enhance the reader's understanding of
the content.



General Principles of Chicago Manual of Style
Image Placement
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) emphasizes clarity, consistency, and
logical flow when it comes to incorporating visual elements. While CMOS
doesn't prescribe a rigid rule for every single image placement, it offers a
set of guiding principles that promote effective integration. The primary
goal is to ensure that images are placed as close as possible to the text
that discusses them. This proximity allows readers to easily connect the
visual information with the corresponding textual explanation, thereby
reducing cognitive load and improving comprehension.

Another key principle is to avoid placing images in a way that disrupts the
reading rhythm. Images should not interrupt sentences or paragraphs abruptly.
Ideally, an image should be positioned after a complete sentence or paragraph
that introduces or refers to it. This allows the reader to finish a thought
before encountering the visual element, making the transition smoother.
Furthermore, consistent alignment and spacing around images are crucial for
maintaining a professional and organized appearance throughout the document.

Proximity to Related Text
The most fundamental principle of image placement in Chicago style is
proximity. An image should appear as near as practicable to the first mention
or discussion of it in the text. This ensures that the visual aid is readily
available to the reader when they are engaging with the relevant content. If
an image cannot be placed on the same page as its first mention, it should
appear on the facing page or as soon as possible thereafter.

When an image is first introduced in the text, it is customary to refer to it
by its figure number or by a descriptive phrase. For example, a sentence
might read, "As illustrated in Figure 1, the experimental setup involved..."
This explicit reference guides the reader to the visual element and
reinforces its connection to the surrounding text. The goal is to make the
visual complement the textual information seamlessly.

Avoiding Textual Disruption
CMOS advises against breaking up paragraphs or sentences to insert an image.
Such disruptions can fragment the reader's experience and make the text feel
disjointed. Instead, images should typically be placed at the top or bottom
of a page, or within the page flow in a manner that respects the integrity of
the surrounding text. If an image is too large to fit without significant
disruption, it might be necessary to reconsider its inclusion or to break the
text into smaller sections.

The ideal scenario is for an image to be placed after a full paragraph or a
complete sentence that introduces or explains it. This allows the reader to
fully process the textual information before shifting their attention to the



visual. When an image is placed at the top of a page, the text following it
should then refer to the image. Conversely, if an image is placed at the
bottom, the preceding text should have already introduced it.

Specific Chicago Manual of Style Image
Placement Examples
To illustrate the principles of image placement, let's consider some specific
scenarios. For standalone images that are referred to by a figure number, the
general rule of proximity to the first mention holds strong. If a figure is
discussed in paragraph A, it should ideally appear after paragraph A. If it's
a large illustration that spans the width of the page, it might be centered
on its own page, ideally following the text that introduces it.

For smaller inline images, such as icons or small diagrams, they can
sometimes be placed within the text flow, but care must be taken to ensure
they don't break up sentences. These are often treated similarly to bullet
points or other brief visual interruptions, where the preceding sentence
concludes, the image is presented, and then the text continues. However, for
most formal academic and publishing contexts, larger, separately numbered
figures are more common.

Inline vs. Display Images
The distinction between inline and display images is important for placement.
Inline images are those that are integrated directly within the text flow,
almost like a large word. Display images, on the other hand, are typically
larger and set apart from the main text, often appearing on their own line or
even their own page. CMOS generally favors placing display images in a way
that doesn't interrupt the reading flow.

Inline images, while possible, are less common in formal publications
adhering to strict Chicago style, especially for substantial visuals. If
used, they should be placed after a complete sentence, allowing the sentence
to be read before the visual appears. Display images are more prevalent and
are typically positioned at the top or bottom of a page, or centered on a
page if they are very large and require significant space.

Placement on Facing Pages
In books and longer documents, it is often advantageous to place an image on
a page that faces the text that describes it. This can improve the visual
flow and make it easier for the reader to consult the image while reading the
explanation. If an image is first mentioned on the verso (left-hand) page, it
should ideally appear on the recto (right-hand) page, and vice versa. This
principle enhances the reader's ability to cross-reference information
without extensive page flipping.



The concept of facing pages is particularly relevant in book publishing where
layout and reader experience are paramount. When designing pages, editors and
designers consider how the reader will navigate through the text and visuals.
Placing a figure on the page that faces the explanatory text creates a more
intuitive and visually appealing layout, minimizing the effort required to
connect the two pieces of information.

Text Wrapping and Image Alignment
How text flows around an image, known as text wrapping, is a critical aspect
of image placement. CMOS generally recommends minimal or no text wrapping for
formal figures unless it is a small, purely decorative element. For most
explanatory images, the goal is to present them clearly without having text
obscure parts of the image or run awkwardly alongside it. Therefore, images
are often centered on the page, with text placed above and below.

When text wrapping is unavoidable or intentionally used for smaller elements,
it should be done cleanly. This means ensuring sufficient white space between
the image and the text to maintain readability. The alignment of the image
itself—whether it's left-aligned, right-aligned, or centered—should be
consistent throughout the document to maintain a professional look. Centering
is often preferred for display figures.

Left, Right, and Center Alignment
The alignment of an image affects its visual weight and how it integrates
with the surrounding text. Centering is a common choice for figures that are
meant to stand alone as a distinct visual element. This approach draws
attention to the image and provides a balanced composition. Left or right
alignment might be considered for smaller images if they are intended to
interact more dynamically with the text, but this is less common for formal
figures in Chicago style.

For display figures, centering is almost always the preferred method. This
ensures that the image is presented prominently and without the visual
distraction of text running alongside it. When text wrapping is employed,
left or right alignment might be used, but the surrounding text should be
carefully managed to avoid awkward breaks or overly long lines of text next
to the image. Ample margins and gutters are essential in such cases.

White Space and Margins
Sufficient white space, also known as negative space, around an image is
crucial for its legibility and aesthetic appeal. This includes the margins of
the page and any additional spacing added between the image and the text.
Adequate white space prevents the image from appearing cramped or
overwhelming the text. It allows the reader's eye to rest and makes the
overall layout more inviting and easier to process.



CMOS guidelines emphasize the importance of consistent and generous margins.
This principle extends to the spacing around images. A minimum amount of
space should always be present between an image and any adjacent text or
other design elements. This buffer zone ensures that the image is clearly
delineated and that the reader's focus is not divided between competing
visual information.

Placement of Tables and Figures
Tables and figures are both considered visual aids, but their placement
conventions can sometimes differ slightly, although the core principles of
proximity and clarity remain the same. Figures typically encompass a broader
range of visuals like photographs, charts, graphs, and illustrations. Tables,
on the other hand, present data in a structured row-and-column format. Both
should be placed as close as possible to their first mention in the text.

The Chicago Manual of Style often treats tables and figures similarly in
terms of their placement relative to the text. Both should be introduced in
the text before they appear, and the text should refer to them by their
number. For instance, one might write, "The data presented in Table 2
indicates..." or "Figure 3 provides a visual representation of the results."

Numbering Conventions
Consistent numbering is vital for both tables and figures. In Chicago style,
tables are typically numbered separately from figures. So, you might have
Table 1, Table 2, and then Figure 1, Figure 2, etc. This distinct numbering
helps readers easily distinguish between the two types of visual aids when
references are made in the text. The numbering should be sequential and
appear prominently with the table or figure heading.

The numbering system provides a clear and unambiguous way to refer to
specific visual elements. When an author mentions "Table 3" or "Figure 5" in
the text, the reader can quickly locate the corresponding item. This is a
fundamental aspect of both clarity and scholarly practice, ensuring that
references are precise and easily verifiable.

Referring to Visuals in the Text
It is imperative that every table and figure included in a document be
referred to in the text. Conversely, any table or figure referenced in the
text must appear within the document. The reference should typically include
the number assigned to the table or figure, as in "see Figure 4" or "as shown
in Table 1." This direct cross-referencing ensures that the visual aids are
integrated into the argument or explanation and are not merely decorative
additions.

The text should not only mention the table or figure but also briefly explain
what it conveys or how it supports the argument being made. This analytical



connection between text and visual is what makes the inclusion of images
truly effective. Simply placing a graphic without textual engagement
diminishes its purpose and value.

Captions and Figure Numbers
Captions are essential components that accompany tables and figures,
providing context and identifying information. According to CMOS, figures are
typically accompanied by a caption that includes a number and a descriptive
title. For tables, the title often precedes the table, and the word "Table"
followed by its number is positioned above it.

The caption serves as a mini-abstract for the visual element, allowing
readers to grasp its content even before delving into the main text. It
should be concise, informative, and accurately describe the visual. For
figures, the number usually appears first, followed by a brief descriptive
title. For example: "Figure 1. Distribution of respondent demographics."

Formatting of Captions
Chicago style has specific formatting guidelines for captions. For figures,
the number is typically set in bold, followed by a period, and then the
descriptive title, which is often in sentence case or title case depending on
the specific publication's style. The caption appears below the figure. For
tables, the word "Table" followed by its number is usually placed above the
table, often in bold or small caps, followed by the title.

Consistency in caption formatting is key to a professional publication.
Adhering to Chicago's recommendations ensures that all visual elements are
presented uniformly, contributing to the document’s overall polish and
readability. For instance, ensure that figure captions are consistently
placed below the image, and table titles are consistently placed above the
table.

Essential Information in Captions
Beyond the figure number and title, captions may also include additional
information such as the source of the image, any necessary permissions, or
brief explanations of key components within the visual. This ensures that the
reader has all the necessary context to interpret the image correctly and to
understand its origin. If an image is reproduced from another source, proper
attribution within the caption is mandatory.

The level of detail in a caption will depend on the complexity of the image
and its role in the text. For simple illustrations, a title might suffice.
For complex charts or graphs, a more detailed explanation might be necessary
to highlight the most important findings or trends. The goal is to provide
enough information for the reader to understand the visual without having to
read the entire text.



Cross-Referencing Images
Effective cross-referencing is a hallmark of well-structured academic and
professional documents. This involves explicitly guiding the reader to
specific images, tables, or other visual elements within the text. As
mentioned earlier, every visual element must be referred to in the text, and
every reference must correspond to a visual element. This ensures that the
reader can seamlessly navigate between the textual discussion and the
supporting visuals.

The primary method of cross-referencing involves using the assigned number
for each figure and table. For example, a sentence might state, "The trend
observed in Figure 2 (see also Table 3) illustrates the growing demand." This
type of reference helps readers connect related pieces of information
presented in different formats.

In-Text Citations and References
When referring to a figure or table within the text, it is customary to use
phrases like "as shown in Figure 1," "see Table 2," or "Figure 3
illustrates." CMOS often prefers that the reference be enclosed in
parentheses if it is an additional piece of information or a parenthetical
comment. However, if the reference is integral to the sentence's structure,
it can be integrated directly.

Consider the following examples:

The data supports our hypothesis (see Figure 4).

Figure 5 demonstrates a significant correlation between the variables.

This consistent approach makes it easy for readers to locate the referenced
visual elements, enhancing the overall clarity and coherence of the document.

Referring to Elements Within an Image
Sometimes, it is necessary to direct the reader’s attention to a specific
part of an image. This can be achieved by using labels within the image
itself or by referring to sections using directional cues in the caption or
text. For example, the caption might say, "Figure 6. Magnified view of the
cell wall. Note the distinct layers labeled A and B." The image would then
have corresponding labels.

Alternatively, if the image has no internal labels, the text or caption might
use descriptive phrases. For example, "In the bottom-left quadrant of Figure
7, a cluster of neurons is visible." This level of detail is important when
the specific components of an image are crucial for understanding the
argument being presented.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid
When integrating images into a document, several common mistakes can detract
from the professionalism and clarity of the work. One of the most frequent
errors is placing an image too far from the text that discusses it. This
forces the reader to flip back and forth, disrupting their reading flow and
potentially leading to misunderstanding.

Another pitfall is the overuse of images. Every image should have a clear
purpose and contribute meaningfully to the content. Images that are purely
decorative or redundant can clutter the page and distract from the core
message. Ensuring that each visual element serves a specific informational or
illustrative function is paramount.

Unnecessary or Redundant Images
Authors and editors must critically evaluate the necessity of each image. If
an image does not add new information or clarify a concept that is not
already well-explained in the text, it should likely be omitted. Redundant
images, such as multiple similar charts showing the same data, also dilute
the impact of visual aids and can make the document appear less professional.

Before including an image, ask yourself: Does this image enhance
understanding? Does it provide evidence? Does it illustrate a point that
cannot be conveyed effectively through text alone? If the answer to these
questions is not a clear "yes," reconsider the image's inclusion. Prioritize
quality and informational value over quantity.

Poor Image Quality and Resolution
The technical quality of images is just as important as their placement. Low-
resolution images, pixelated graphics, or unclear illustrations can
significantly undermine the credibility of a document. In print, this can
lead to a fuzzy or unreadable appearance. For digital publications, it can
result in a unprofessional and amateurish look.

Always use images with sufficient resolution for their intended output. For
print, this typically means a resolution of at least 300 dpi. For digital
use, the required resolution may vary, but clarity is always key. Ensure that
images are sharp, well-contrasted, and easy to view. If an image needs to be
resized, ensure it is scaled up or down proportionally to avoid distortion.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary principle for Chicago Manual
of Style image placement?
A: The primary principle for Chicago Manual of Style image placement is
proximity: images should be placed as close as possible to the text that
discusses them.



Q: Should images be placed within a paragraph in
Chicago style?
A: Generally, images should not be placed within a paragraph in Chicago style
as this can disrupt the reading flow. They are typically placed after a
complete sentence or paragraph that introduces them.

Q: How should figures and tables be numbered in
Chicago style?
A: Figures and tables are numbered separately and sequentially. For example,
you might have Table 1, Table 2, and Figure 1, Figure 2.

Q: Where are captions typically placed for figures
in Chicago style?
A: Captions for figures in Chicago style are typically placed below the image
and include the figure number followed by a descriptive title.

Q: What is the recommended alignment for display
figures in Chicago style?
A: Display figures are generally recommended to be centered on the page in
Chicago style to give them prominence.

Q: How should I reference an image that is not my
own in a Chicago style document?
A: If an image is not your own, you must include proper attribution in the
caption, often including the source and any necessary permissions.

Q: Is text wrapping allowed around images in Chicago
style?
A: While not strictly forbidden, text wrapping is generally minimized for
formal figures in Chicago style. If used for smaller elements, ensure ample
white space and clean alignment.

Q: What is the importance of white space around
images in Chicago style?
A: Sufficient white space around images in Chicago style is crucial for
readability, aesthetic appeal, and to prevent the image from appearing



overwhelming or cramped.
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