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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Image Citation: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style image citation is a crucial element for academic
integrity and proper attribution in a wide range of scholarly and creative
works. When incorporating visual materials into your writing, understanding
the specific guidelines set forth by the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
ensures that you avoid plagiarism and give due credit to creators. This guide
will delve deep into the intricacies of citing images according to CMOS,
covering everything from basic principles to complex scenarios. We will
explore the two primary citation systems within CMOS – notes and
bibliography, and author-date – and how they apply to visual works, alongside
essential components of a robust image citation, and common pitfalls to
avoid.

Table of Contents
Understanding the Importance of Image Citation
Core Components of a Chicago Style Image Citation
Image Citation in Notes and Bibliography Style
Image Citation in Author-Date Style
Citing Different Types of Visual Materials
Handling Images from Various Sources
Common Challenges and Solutions in Image Citation
Best Practices for Chicago Manual of Style Image Citation

Understanding the Importance of Image Citation

Properly citing images is not merely a matter of following stylistic rules;
it is a cornerstone of academic honesty and ethical scholarship. When you
reproduce an image created by someone else, you are borrowing from their
intellectual property. Failing to acknowledge the source can lead to
accusations of plagiarism, which carry significant academic and professional
repercussions. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a standardized framework
to ensure that image sources are clearly and consistently identified,
allowing readers to locate the original material if they so choose and
understand the context from which it has been taken.

Beyond avoiding plagiarism, accurate image citation enriches your work by
providing context and credibility. It demonstrates to your audience that you
have engaged with relevant visual scholarship and understand the provenance
of the images you use. This practice also supports the broader academic
conversation by making information accessible and traceable. In essence,
diligent image citation is a hallmark of responsible research and contributes
to the overall trustworthiness of your published work.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Image
Citation

Regardless of the specific CMOS system employed (notes and bibliography or
author-date), several key pieces of information are generally required for a



complete image citation. These components work together to identify the image
and its creator, providing enough detail for readers to find the original
source. Accuracy in each of these elements is paramount for an effective
citation. Understanding these fundamental building blocks is the first step
toward mastering Chicago manual of style image citation.

The essential elements typically include:

The creator's name (artist, photographer, illustrator, etc.).

The title of the work (if available).

The date of creation.

The medium of the work (e.g., oil on canvas, photograph, digital
illustration).

The current location of the work (e.g., museum, gallery, private
collection, or a specific publication/website where it is reproduced).

Any relevant identifying numbers (e.g., accession numbers, plate
numbers).

The date of access (especially for online sources).

The URL or DOI (for online sources).

Image Citation in Notes and Bibliography Style

The notes and bibliography system, often preferred in the humanities,
involves using numbered notes (footnotes or endnotes) within the text to
refer to sources, followed by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the
document. For image citations, this means placing a note number after the
image or at the point in the text where the image is discussed, and then
providing the full citation details in the corresponding note and the
bibliography.

In-Text Citation with Notes

When an image is discussed within the text, a superscript number is placed
directly after the reference to the image or the sentence discussing it. This
number corresponds to a specific note. If the image is placed near the text
that discusses it, the note can refer to the image directly. For instance, a
note might read: "Figure 1, Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa (c. 1503–1506)."

Full Citation in Notes

The note itself will contain more detailed information. The format may vary
slightly depending on whether the image is a standalone artwork or reproduced
in a book or journal. For an artwork, a note might look like this: Leonardo
da Vinci, Mona Lisa, c. 1503–1506, oil on poplar panel, Musée du Louvre,



Paris. For an image reproduced in a publication, the note would include
details of that publication.

Bibliography Entry for Images

The bibliography entry provides a more concise but complete record of the
image source. For an original artwork, it would typically include the
artist's name, the title of the work, the date of creation, and its current
location. For example: da Vinci, Leonardo. Mona Lisa. c. 1503–1506. Oil on
poplar panel. Musée du Louvre, Paris. If the image is from a book or website,
the bibliography entry will resemble that of a book or web source,
respectively, with specific details about the image's inclusion.

Image Citation in Author-Date Style

The author-date system, commonly used in the sciences and some social
sciences, relies on in-text parenthetical citations that include the author's
last name and the year of publication. A reference list at the end of the
document provides full details for each cited source. Image citations in this
system adapt this principle to visual materials.

In-Text Citation with Author-Date

In the author-date system, an in-text citation for an image might appear as
(Artist Last Name Year) or (Creator Last Name Year) following the mention of
the image or its discussion in the text. If the creator is an organization,
the organization's name would be used. For images without a specific creator,
a shortened title might be used, followed by the year.

Reference List Entry for Images

The reference list will provide the full citation details. The format will be
similar to other sources but tailored for visual media. For a photograph, it
might include the photographer's name, the year the photograph was taken, the
title of the photograph, the medium, and its current location or source. For
example: Adams, Ansel. 1948. "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico." Gelatin
silver print. The Ansel Adams Gallery, Carmel, California. If the image is
from a book, the reference entry will be formatted as a book entry, noting
the page or figure number where the image appears.

Citing Different Types of Visual Materials

The Chicago Manual of Style recognizes that visual materials come in many
forms, and the citation details should reflect the nature of the source.
Whether you are citing a painting, a photograph, a chart, a map, or a
screenshot, the core principles of attribution remain, but specific elements
might be emphasized or adjusted.



Artwork and Photographs

For paintings, sculptures, and other fine art, key details include the
artist's name, title of the work, date of creation, medium, and current
repository. For photographs, the photographer's name, title of the photograph
(if it has one), date it was taken, and the collection or publication where
it is found are crucial. If the photograph is a specific edition, that detail
should also be included.

Charts, Graphs, and Diagrams

When citing charts, graphs, or diagrams, the creator or source of the data is
essential. If the visual was created by the author of the text, it may not
require a formal citation but should be labeled clearly. If it is reproduced
from another source, the original source, publication details, and any
relevant page or figure numbers must be provided, along with the date of
publication.

Maps

Citing maps requires attention to the cartographer or publishing body, the
title of the map, the edition or date of publication, and the scale if it is
significant. For historical maps, the date of creation is especially
important. For contemporary maps, the source (e.g., Google Maps) and the date
of access are often necessary.

Screenshots and Digital Images

When using screenshots or images found online that do not have a clear
creator or traditional title, the citation should focus on identifying the
website or digital platform. Include the name of the website, the title of
the page or article where the image appears, the date of publication or last
update, and the URL. Crucially, include the date you accessed the image, as
web content can change.

Handling Images from Various Sources

The origin of an image significantly impacts how it should be cited according
to the Chicago Manual of Style. Different sources require different sets of
information to be included in the citation to ensure clarity and
traceability.

Images from Books and Journals

When an image is reproduced within a book or journal article, the citation
primarily focuses on the publication itself. You will need to provide the
author and title of the book or article, publication details (publisher, year
for books; journal title, volume, issue, year, page numbers for articles),
and the specific page or figure number where the image appears. For example,
in a note: Vincent van Gogh, Starry Night (1889), oil on canvas, Museum of



Modern Art, New York; reproduced in Simon Schama, The Power of Art (New York:
HarperCollins, 2006), pl. 23. In the bibliography: van Gogh, Vincent. Starry
Night. 1889. Oil on canvas. Museum of Modern Art, New York. Reproduced in The
Power of Art, by Simon Schama, plate 23. New York: HarperCollins, 2006.

Images from Websites

Citing images from websites requires careful attention to the details
available. This typically includes the name of the website, the title of the
specific page or article containing the image, the author or creator of the
content (if identifiable), the date of publication or last revision, and the
URL. Always include the date of access. For example, in a note: "The photo
was published on NASA's website." In the bibliography: NASA. "Earthrise."
Last modified March 12, 2023. https://www.nasa.gov/image/earthrise.

Images from Archives and Collections

Images held in archives or museum collections require detailed attribution to
the institution and the specific collection. This usually involves the artist
or photographer, the title of the work, the date of creation, the medium, the
accession number or collection identifier, and the name of the archive or
museum. For example, in a note: Ansel Adams, "Clearing Winter Storm, Yosemite
Valley," January 10, 1944, gelatin silver print, The Ansel Adams Gallery,
Carmel, California. In the bibliography: Adams, Ansel. "Clearing Winter
Storm, Yosemite Valley." January 10, 1944. Gelatin silver print. The Ansel
Adams Gallery, Carmel, California.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Image
Citation

Navigating the complexities of Chicago manual of style image citation can
present several challenges. However, with a clear understanding of CMOS
principles and a systematic approach, these hurdles can be overcome
effectively. Many common issues arise from missing information, unclear
attribution, or the digital nature of modern sources.

Missing Creator or Title Information

Sometimes, the artist or a specific title for an image may not be readily
available, especially for older or less formally documented works, or for
images found through general online searches. In such cases, the citation
should include as much identifying information as possible. If the creator is
unknown, state "Unknown" or use the name of the collection or institution. If
a formal title is absent, a descriptive title based on the image's content
can be used, enclosed in square brackets to indicate it is descriptive rather
than original.



Obtaining Permissions for Use

While this guide focuses on citation, it is crucial to remember that proper
citation does not automatically grant permission to use an image. For many
images, especially those in copyright, you will need to obtain explicit
permission from the copyright holder before reproducing them in your work.
The process of obtaining permission is separate from, but often intertwined
with, the citation process.

Variations in Digital Image Sources

The ephemeral nature of the internet means that websites can be updated or
removed, and URLs can change. This is why including the date of access for
online sources is so vital. When citing images from social media platforms or
image-sharing sites, treat them as web sources, providing the platform name,
user name (if relevant), title of the post or image, and the URL, along with
the access date.

Best Practices for Chicago Manual of Style
Image Citation

Adhering to best practices ensures that your image citations are not only
compliant with the Chicago Manual of Style but also contribute to the clarity
and integrity of your work. Developing a consistent approach from the outset
will save time and prevent errors.

Always begin by identifying the most crucial information: creator,
title, date, and source.

When in doubt about a specific detail, consult the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style for guidance.

Keep meticulous records of all images used, including their source
information, as you gather them.

If an image is being reproduced in your work, understand whether you
need to obtain copyright permission, as this is a separate requirement
from proper citation.

For online images, always note the date you accessed the material, as
web content is subject to change.

If you are unsure about the attribution, it is better to provide more
detailed information about the source than too little.

Maintain consistency throughout your document, whether you are using the
notes-bibliography system or the author-date system for your citations.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing an
image in the notes-bibliography system versus the
author-date system in Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, images are cited using numbered notes
within the text and a corresponding entry in a bibliography at the end. In
the author-date system, in-text citations are parenthetical (Author Year),
and a full reference list appears at the end, similar to how other sources
are cited.

Q: Do I need to cite an image if I took the
photograph myself?
A: Generally, you do not need to cite images that you have created yourself,
such as your own photographs or illustrations, unless they are being used to
represent something that requires attribution (e.g., a copyrighted object
within the photograph). However, you should still label them clearly (e.g.,
"Photograph by author").

Q: How do I cite an image found on social media
platforms like Instagram or Twitter?
A: Treat social media images as web sources. Include the name of the
platform, the username of the creator, the title of the post or image (if
available, otherwise a description), the date of posting, and the URL. Always
include the date of access.

Q: What information is essential when citing a
painting or sculpture?
A: For artworks, the essential information includes the artist's name, the
title of the work, the date of creation, the medium of the work, and its
current location (e.g., museum, gallery, collection).

Q: How should I cite an image if the creator's name
is unknown?
A: If the creator's name is unknown, you can state "Unknown" in place of the
creator's name. If the image is part of a larger collection or publication
where a specific entity is responsible, you might cite that entity.
Alternatively, if the image has a known descriptive title, you can use that.

Q: What is the role of the accession number in image
citation?
A: An accession number is a unique identifier assigned by a museum, archive,
or collection to a specific item. Including it in your citation can be very
helpful for readers who need to locate the exact item within a large



collection.

Q: Do I need to include the date of access for images
found in print publications like books or journals?
A: No, the date of access is primarily required for online sources because
web content can change or disappear. For print sources, the publication date
of the book or journal is sufficient.

Q: How do I cite a chart or graph that I have adapted
or created based on someone else's data?
A: If you adapt or create a chart or graph based on existing data, you should
cite the original source of the data. In your text, you would attribute the
data, and in your notes or reference list, you would provide the full
citation for the source of that data, noting that you have adapted it.
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