CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE HYPHENS

MASTERING CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE HYPHENS: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE HYPHENS ARE A CRITICAL ELEMENT OF CLEAR AND CORRECT WRITTEN COMMUNICATION, OFTEN
OVERLOOKED BUT ESSENTIAL FOR PRECISION. UNDERSTANDING THEIR APPLICATION IS PARAMOUNT FOR WRITERS, EDITORS, AND
ANYONE ADHERING TO ACADEMIC OR PROFESSIONAL PUBLISHING STANDARDS. THIS GUIDE DELVES DEEP INTO THE INTRICACIES OF
HYPHENATION AS PRESCRIBED BY THE CHICAGO MANUAL oF STYLE (CMOS), COVERING EVERY THING FROM COMPOUND
MODIFIERS AND NUMBERS TO PREFIXES AND SPECIAL CASES. W/E WILL EXPLORE THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES THAT GOVERN
HYPHEN USAGE, PROVIDE PRACTICAL EXAMPLES, AND CLARIFY COMMON POINTS OF CONFUSION, ENSURING YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY
NAVIGATE THE NUANCES OF HYPHENATION IN YOUR OWN WORK. MASTERING THESE RULES NOT ONLY ENHANCES READABILITY BUT
ALSO ELEVATES THE PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR WRITING, MAKING YOUR CONTENT MORE ACCESSIBLE AND IMPACTFUL.
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UUNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF HYPHENS

HYPHENS SERVE A VITAL FUNCTION IN WRITTEN ENGLISH: THEY CONNECT WORDS TO FORM A SINGLE CONCEPTUAL UNIT OR TO
CLARIFY MEANING. THEIR PRIMARY ROLE IS TO PREVENT AMBIGUITY, ESPECIALLY WHEN WORDS MIGHT OTHERWISE BE
MISINTERPRETED. IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, HYPHENS ARE TREATED WITH METICULOUS ATTENTION,
ENSURING THAT CLARITY AND CONSISTENCY ARE MAINTAINED ACROSS ALL FORMS OF WRITING, FROM SCHOLARLY ARTICLES TO
TRADE BOOKS.

THE CMOS EMPHASIZES THAT THE HYPHEN IS A PUNCTUATION MARK USED TO JOIN WORDS OR PARTS OF WORDS. |T IS DISTINCT
FROM THE EN DASH (‘) AND THE EM DASH (_), WHICH SERVE DIFFERENT GRAMMATICAL PURPOSES. INCORRECT HYPHENATION CAN
LEAD TO MISREADING, AWK ARD PHRASING, OR EVEN A COMPLETE ALTERATION OF INTENDED MEANING. THEREFORE, A THOROUGH
UNDERSTANDING OF THE CMOS GUIDELINES IS INDISPENSABLE FOR ANYONE SERIOUS ABOUT PRODUCING POLISHED AND
PROFESSIONAL PROSE.

HyYPHENATION IN COMPOUND MODIFIERS

ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENTLY ENCOUNTERED AREAS OF HYPHENATION IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE CONCERNS
COMPOUND MODIFIERS. THESE ARE TWO OR MORE WORDS THAT FUNCTION TOGETHER AS A SINGLE ADJECTIVE TO MODIFY A
NOUN. THE CORE PRINCIPLE HERE IS THAT WHEN A COMPOUND MODIFIER PRECEDES THE NOUN IT MODIFIES, IT IS GENERALLY
HYPHENATED. HO\X/EVER, THIS RULE HAS IMPORTANT EXCEPTIONS AND NUANCES.

\WHEN CoMPOUND MoDIFIERS REQUIRE HYPHENS

\WHEN A COMPOUND MODIFIER APPEARS BEFORE THE NOUN IT DESCRIBES, IT SHOULD TYPICALLY BE HYPHENATED. THIS ENSURES
THAT THE READER UNDERSTANDS THAT THE WORDS ARE ACTING AS A SINGLE DESCRIPTIVE UNIT. FOR INSTANCE, IN THE PHRASE
“A WELL-WRITTEN ESSAY,” “WELL-WRITTEN” ACTS AS ONE ADJECTIVE MODIFYING “ESSAY.” WITHOUT THE HYPHEN, “WELL

WRITTEN ESSAY” COULD BE MISCONSTRUED AS THE ESSAY BEING WRITTEN IN A “WELL"” MANNER, RATHER THAN BEING OF GOOD



QUALITY.

CONSIDER THESE EXAMPLES:

® A FAST-PACED NOVEL

A CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY

e A STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY

e A LONG-TERM COMMITMENT

THE HYPHENATION IS CRUCIAL FOR CLARITY AND FOR CREATING A SMOOTH READING EXPERIENCE. |T SIGNALS TO THE READER
THAT THESE WORDS ARE WORKING IN TANDEM TO PAINT A SINGLE PICTURE.

YW/ HeN CoMPoUND MoDIFIERS Do NoT REQUIRE HYPHENS

THERE ARE SEVERAL SITUATIONS WHERE COMPOUND MODIFIERS ARE NOT HYPHENATED, EVEN WHEN THEY PRECEDE THE NOUN. A
KEY EXCEPTION INVOLVES ADVERBS THAT END IN -LY. ADVERBS OF THIS NATURE INHERENTLY MODIFY THE ADJECTIVE THAT
FOLLOWS THEM, AND THE COMBINATION IS USUALLY CLEAR WITHOUT A HYPHEN. FOR EXAMPLE, “A HIGHLY REGARDED AUTHOR”
DOES NOT REQUIRE A HYPHEN BETWEEN “HIGHLY " AND “REGARDED” BECAUSE “HIGHLY" CLEARLY MODIFIES “REGARDED.”

ANOTHER COMMON SCENARIO WHERE HYPHENS ARE OMITTED IS WHEN THE MODIFIER FOLLOWS THE NOUN. IN THIS CASE, THE
MODIFIER IS TYPICALLY TREATED AS TWO SEPARATE WORDS, AND NO HYPHEN IS NEEDED. FOR EXAMPLE, “THE ESSAY WAS WELL
WRITTEN" IS CORRECT WITHOUT A HYPHEN. SIMILARLY, PHRASES LIKE “THE COMPANY IS STATE OF THE ART" ARE ALSO
CORRECT WITHOUT HYPHENS WHEN THE MODIFIER APPEARS AFTER THE NOUN.

THE CMOS ALSO NOTES THAT ESTABLISHED COMPOUND MODIFIERS, THOSE THAT HAVE BECOME SO COMMON THAT THEIR
MEANING IS READILY UNDERSTOOD, MAY EVENTUALLY BE WRITTEN AS OPEN COMPOUNDS OR EVEN CLOSED COMPOUNDS WITHOUT
HYPHENS. HO\X/EVER/ IT IS ALWAYS BEST TO CONSULT A CURRENT DICTIONARY OR STYLE GUIDE IF UNSURE.

SUSPENSIVE HYPHENATION

SUSPENSIVE HYPHENATION IS EMPLOYED WHEN MULTIPLE COMPOUND MODIFIERS SHARE A COMMON SECOND ELEMENT. IN SUCH
CASES, THE COMMON ELEMENT IS NOT REPEATED, BUT THE PRECEDING MODIFIERS ARE HYPHENATED AND LINKED TO IT, OFTEN WITH
HYPHENS. THIS TECHNIQUE SAVES SPACE AND IMPROVES READABILITY. FOR EXAMPLE, INSTEAD OF WRITING “SHORT-TERM AND
LONG-TERM PROJECTS,” ONE WOULD WRITE “SHORT- AND LONG-TERM PROJECTS.” THE HYPHEN AFTER “SHORT” INDICATES THAT
IT, TOO, IS LINKED TO “TERM.”

THIS FORM OF HYPHENATION IS PARTICULARLY USEFUL IN TECHNICAL WRITING, FINANCIAL REPORTS, AND OTHER CONTEXTS
\WHERE PRECISION AND CONCISENESS ARE HIGHLY VALUED. |T ENSURES THAT COMPLEX IDEAS ARE PRESENTED CLEARLY AND
EFFICIENTLY.

HyYPHENATING NUMBERS AND FRACTIONS

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE PROVIDES SPECIFIC GUIDELINES FOR HYPHENATING NUMBERS, PARTICULARLY WHEN THEY ARE
SPELLED OUT.



ComMPouND NUMBERS

W/HEN WRITING OUT NUMBERS FROM TWENTY-ONE TO NINETY-NINE, THEY ARE ALWAYS HYPHENATED. THIS RULE APPLIES
WHETHER THE NUMBER IS USED AS A CARDINAL NUMBER OR AS PART OF A LARGER NUMBER.

® T\WENTY-THREE
® FIFTY-SIX
o NINETY-NINE

\WHEN THESE NUMBERS FUNCTION AS COMPOUND MODIFIERS PRECEDING A NOUN, THEY ARE ALSO HYPHENATED. FOR EXAMPLE, “HE
HAD TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.”

FRACTIONS

W/RITTEN-OUT FRACTIONS ARE GENERALLY HYPHENATED WHEN THEY FUNCTION AS ADJECTIVES OR NOUNS. THIS INCLUDES
FRACTIONS WHERE THE NUMERATOR AND DENOMINATOR ARE BOTH SINGLE WORDS.

e ONE-HALF
® THREE-QUARTERS

e TWO-THIRDS

HOWEVER, IF THE NUMERATOR OR DENOMINATOR IS ALREADY A COMPOUND WORD, OR IF THE FRACTION IS PART OF A
MEASUREMENT , THE HYPHENATION RULES CAN BECOME MORE COMPLEX AND OFTEN DEPEND ON CONTEXT. FOR INSTANCE,
“TWENTY-FIVE HUNDREDTHS” WOULD TYPICALLY NOT BE HYPHENATED AS A UNIT IN THE SAME WAY AS “ONE-HALF.” W/HEN IN
DOUBT, IT IS ADVISABLE TO SPELL OUT THE NUMBERS CLEARLY OR TO USE NUMERALS FOR GREATER PRECISION.

HyYPHENS WITH PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES

THE USE OF HYPHENS WITH PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES IS ANOTHER AREA WHERE THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OFFERS CLEAR
GUIDANCE TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY AND AVOID AMBIGUITY.

GENERAL RULES FOR PREFIXES

IN MOST CASES, PREFIXES ARE JOINED DIRECTLY TO THE ROOT WORD WITHOUT A HYPHEN. THIS FORMS A CLOSED COMPOUND.
ExXAMPLES INCLUDE “PREFIX,” “REITERATE,” “UNHAPPY,” AND “sUPERVISE.” THE CMOS GENERALLY FAVORS THIS APPROACH
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FOR COMMON PREFIXES LIKE “ANTI-,” “co-," “pis-," “"ex-," "IN-," "Pre-," “Pro-," "RE-," "SUB-,” AND “UN-."
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HOWEVER, THERE ARE SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE A HYPHEN IS RECOMMENDED OR REQUIRED WHEN USING PREFIXES. ONE
COMMON REASON IS TO AVOID AWKWARD LETTER COMBINATIONS OR TO PREVENT MISREADING. FOR INSTANCE, WHEN A PREFIX IS
FOLLOWED BY THE SAME VOWEL THAT BEGINS THE PREFIX (E.G., “RE-ELECT,” “ANTI-INFLAMMATORY"), A HYPHEN IS OFTEN USED
TO MAINTAIN CLARITY AND EASE OF PRONUNCIATION. SIMILARLY, WHEN THE ROOT WORD IS CAPITALIZED (E.G., “MID~
VICTORIAN"), A HYPHEN IS USED.



SPecIFIC Prerix GUIDELINES

THe CMOS PROVIDES SPECIFIC GUIDANCE FOR CERTAIN PREFIXES:

1

Ex-: \WHEN REFERRING TO A FORMER POSITION, “EX-" IS HYPHENATED (E.G., EX~WIFE, EX-PRESIDENT).

SELF-: PREFIXES LIKE “SELF-" ARE ALWAYS HYPHENATED (E.G., SELF-ESTEEM, SELF-CONTROL).

ALL-: PREFIXES LIKE “ALL-" ARE HYPHENATED (E.G., ALL-INCLUSIVE, ALL-POWERFUL).

GREAT-: \W/HEN REFERRING TO LINEAGE, “GREAT-" IS HYPHENATED (E.G., GREAT-GRANDMOTHER).

[T IS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT THESE ARE GENERAL GUIDELINES, AND ESTABLISHED USAGE OFTEN DICTATES THE PREFERRED
FORM. CONSULTING A REPUTABLE DICTIONARY IS ALWAYS RECOMMENDED FOR SPECIFIC W ORDS.

HYPHENS WITH SUFFIXES

HYPHENS ARE RARELY USED WITH SUFFIXES, AS THEY ARE TYPICALLY ATTACHED DIRECTLY TO THE ROOT WORD TO FORM A
SINGLE WORD. FOR EXAMPLE, WORDS LIKE “HAPPINESS,” “QUICKLY,” AND “NATIONAL” ARE FORMED BY ADDING SUFFIXES
WITHOUT THE NEED FOR A HYPHEN.

AN EXCEPTION CAN OCCUR IN TECHNICAL CONTEXTS OR WHEN CREATING NEW COINAGES WHERE CLARITY IS PARAMOUNT. FOR
INSTANCE, IF A SUFFIX IS ADDED TO A PROPER NOUN OR A WORD THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE CAUSE CONFUSION, A HYPHEN MIGHT
BE EMPLOYED. HO\X/EVER, THIS IS UNCOMMON IN STANDARD PROSE.

SpPecIAL CASES AND IRREGULARITIES IN HYPHENATION

BEYOND THE GENERAL RULES, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ADDRESSES SEVERAL SPECIAL CASES AND COMMON
IRREGULARITIES IN HYPHENATION TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY AND CLARITY.

Compounp ApjecTives wiTH "Co-"

\WHEN “co-" IS USED AS A PREFIX TO FORM A COMPOUND THAT IS NOT YET CONSIDERED A SINGLE WORD, IT IS GENERALLY
HYPHENATED. THIS IS OFTEN THE CASE WHEN THE “CO-" SIGNIFIES “ACTING TOGETHER.” EXAMPLES INCLUDE “CO-AUTHOR,”
"“co-woRrker,” AND “co-PILOT.” HOWEVER, SOME COMMONLY USED WORDS WITH “CO-" HAVE BECOME CLOSED COMPOUNDS
AND ARE NOT HYPHENATED, SUCH AS “COOPERATE” AND “COORDINATE.” THE CMOS ADVISES CONSULTING A DICTIONARY FOR
ESTABLISHED USAGE.

GEOGRAPHICAL COMPOUND MODIFIERS

COMPOUND MODIFIERS DERIVED FROM GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES ARE TYPICALLY HYPHENATED WHEN THEY PRECEDE THE NOUN. FOR
EXAMPLE, “A NEw Y ORK-BASED COMPANY” (NOTE THE EN DASH FOR THE SPECIFIC TYPE OF COMPOUND INDICATING ORIGIN,
THOUGH HYPHENS ARE ALSO SEEN IN LESS FORMAL CONTEXTS) orR A PAcCIFICc NORTHWEST RESIDENT.” THE DISTINCTION
BETWEEN A HYPHEN AND AN EN DASH CAN BE IMPORTANT HERE, WITH EN DASHES OFTEN USED TO INDICATE RELATIONSHIPS
BETWEEN GEOGRAPHICAL ENTITIES.



ADVERBIAL COMPOUNDS FOLLOWING THE NOUN

AS MENTIONED EARLIER, WHEN A COMPOUND MODIFIER APPEARS AFTER THE NOUN IT MODIFIES, IT IS USUALLY TREATED AS TWO
SEPARATE WORDS AND IS NOT HYPHENATED. FOR EXAMPLE, “THE REPORT WAS WELL-RESEARCHED” IS CORRECT. THIS PRINCIPLE
IS FUNDAMENTAL TO AVOIDING AMBIGUITY.

HYPHENATING PROPER NOUNS

PROPER NOUNS THAT ARE COMPOUND WORDS ARE GENERALLY HYPHENATED ACCORDING TO THEIR ESTABLISHED SPELLING. THIS
MIGHT INCLUDE NAMES OF ORGANIZATIONS, TITLES, OR PLACE NAMES THAT HAVE A HYPHENATED FORM. For INSTANCE, IF A
COMPANY'S OFFICIAL NAME IS HYPHENATED, THAT HYPHENATION SHOULD BE MAINTAINED.

WHEN TO AvoIiD HYPHENS

W/HILE HYPHENS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR CLARITY IN MANY SITUATIONS, THERE ARE ALSO INSTANCES WHERE THEIR USE CAN BE
DETRIMENTAL OR UNNECESSARY. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ENCOURAGES WRITERS TO ERR ON THE SIDE OF CLARITY AND
SIMPLICITY, AVOIDING HYPHENS WHEN THEY DO NOT SERVE A CLEAR PURPOSE.

OpreN COMPOUNDS

MANY WORD COMBINATIONS ARE CONSIDERED “OPEN COMPOUNDS” AND ARE WRITTEN AS TWO SEPARATE WORDS WITHOUT A
HYPHEN. THESE OFTEN INCLUDE COMMON PAIRINGS THAT ARE NOT INTENDED TO FUNCTION AS A SINGLE ADJECTIVE BEFORE A
NOUN. FOR EXAMPLE, “ICE CREAM” IS ALWAYS TWO WORDS. SIMILARLY, “HIGH SCHOOL” IS TYPICALLY TREATED AS TWO
WORDS UNLESS IT FUNCTIONS AS A COMPOUND ADJECTIVE BEFORE A NOUN, LIKE “HIGH-SCHOOL STUDENTS.”

CrLosep CoMPOUNDS

CLOSED COMPOUNDS ARE FORMED WHEN TWO WORDS ARE JOINED TOGETHER TO CREATE A SINGLE WORD WITH NO SPACE AND
NO HYPHEN. MANY COMMON WORDS FALL INTO THIS CATEGORY, SUCH AS “KEYBOARD,” “SUNLIGHT,” AND “BEDROOM.” THE
CMOS GENERALLY FAVORS CLOSED COMPOUNDS WHEN THEY ARE WELL-ESTABLISHED AND READILY UNDERSTOOD.

THE DECISION OF WHETHER TO USE A HYPHEN, AN OPEN COMPOUND, OR A CLOSED COMPOUND OFTEN DEPENDS ON THE
ESTABLISHED USAGE OF THE WORD OR PHRASE, AS WELL AS ITS FUNCTION WITHIN THE SENTENCE. CONSULTING A REPUTABLE
DICTIONARY IS THE MOST RELIABLE WAY TO DETERMINE THE CORRECT FORM.

ADVERBS MODIFYING ADJECTIVES

A COMMON PITFALL IS OVER-HYPHENATING. ADVERBS ENDING IN “-LY” THAT MODIFY ADJECTIVES ARE GENERALLY NOT
HYPHENATED WHEN THEY PRECEDE THE ADJECTIVE. FOR EXAMPLE, “THE MOVIE WAS INCREDIBLY MOVING.” THE ADVERB
“INCREDIBLY"” CLEARLY MODIFIES “MOVING,” AND NO HYPHEN IS NEEDED.

THE KEY PRINCIPLE REMAINS: USE HYPHENS WHEN THEY ARE NECESSARY TO PREVENT AMBIGUITY OR TO CREATE A CLEAR
CONCEPTUAL UNIT. W/HEN THE MEANING IS OBVIOUS AND THE WORDS FUNCTION INDEPENDENTLY, AVOID THE HYPHEN.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS ABOUT CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
HYPHENS

Q: \WHEN SHOULD | HYPHENATE A COMPOUND MODIFIER?

A: YOU SHOULD GENERALLY HYPHENATE A COMPOUND MODIFIER WHEN IT APPEARS BEFORE THE NOUN IT MODIFIES AND FUNCTIONS
AS A SINGLE DESCRIPTIVE UNIT. FOR EXAMPLE, “A WELL-KNOWN AUTHOR" OR “A CUTTING-EDGE DESIGN.” HOWEVER, IF THE
MODIFIER FOLLOWS THE NOUN, IT IS TYPICALLY NOT HYPHENATED (E.G., “THE AUTHOR IS WELL KNOWN").

QI ARE THERE EXCEPTIONS TO THE HYPHENATION OF COMPOUND MODIFIERS?

A: YES, THERE ARE NOTABLE EXCEPTIONS. ADVERBS ENDING IN “-LY” THAT MODIFY AN ADJECTIVE ARE NOT HYPHENATED WHEN
THEY PRECEDE THE NOUN (E.G./ “ A HIGHLY REGARDED EXPERT”). ALSO/ ESTABLISHED OPEN COMPOUNDS THAT ARE COMMONLY
UNDERSTOOD MAY NOT REQUIRE HYPHENS.

QI How poes THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE HANDLE HYPHENATION WITH PREFIXES?

A: GENERALLY, PREFIXES ARE JOINED DIRECTLY TO THE ROOT WORD WITHOUT A HYPHEN (E.G., “REITERATE,” "UNHAPPY").
HOWEVER, HYPHENS ARE USED IN SPECIFIC CASES, SUCH AS TO AVOID AWKWARD LETTER COMBINATIONS (E.G., “RE-ELECT”
WHEN THE PREFIX IS FOLLOWED BY A CAPITALIZED WORD (E.G., “MID-VICTORIAN"), OR FOR SPECIFIC PREFIXES LIKE “EX-,”
“seLF-,” AND “ALL-"

’

Q: WHAT IS SUSPENSIVE HYPHENATION?

A: SUSPENSIVE HYPHENATION OCCURS WHEN MULTIPLE COMPOUND MODIFIERS SHARE A COMMON SECOND ELEMENT. THE COMMON
ELEMENT IS NOT REPEATED, BUT THE PRECEDING MODIFIERS ARE HYPHENATED AND LINKED TO IT. FOR EXAMPLE, “SHORT= AND
LONG-TERM GOALS.”

Q: How SHOULD | HYPHENATE NUMBERS?

A: NUMBERS FROM TWENTY-ONE TO NINETY-NINE ARE HYPHENATED WHEN WRITTEN oUT (E.G., “THIRTY-FIVE"). WRITTEN-OUT
FRACTIONS ARE ALSO HYPHENATED WHEN THEY FUNCTION AS ADJECTIVES OR NOUNS (E.G., “ONE-HALF,” “THREE-QUARTERS”).

Q: WHEN SHOULD | AVOID USING HYPHENS?

A: YOU SHOULD AVOID HYPHENS IN OPEN COMPOUNDS (E.G., “ICE CREAM”), CLOSED COMPOUNDS (E.G., “KEYBOARD"), AND
WHEN ADVERBS ENDING IN “-LY"” CLEARLY MODIFY ADJECTIVES PRECEDING A NOUN (E.G., “INCREDIBLY FAST”). THE PRIMARY GOAL
IS CLARITY; USE HYPHENS ONLY WHEN THEY ARE NECESSARY TO PREVENT MISINTERPRETATION.

Q: How po | kNoW IF A COMPOUND WORD SHOULD BE OPEN, CLOSED, OR
HYPHENATED?

A: THE BEST APPROACH IS TO CONSULT A REPUTABLE DICTIONARY. ESTABLISHED USAGE IS THE PRIMARY DETERMINANT. |F A
W ORD IS CONSISTENTLY WRITTEN AS TWO WORDS (OPEN), ONE \WORD (CLOSED), OR WITH A HYPHEN, ADHERE TO THAT
STANDARD. DICTIONARIES LIKE MERRIAM-\WEBSTER OR THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY ARE RELIABLE RESOURCES.

QI IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A HYPHEN AND AN EN DASH IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: YES, THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE. A HYPHEN (‘) IS USED TO JOIN WORDS OR PARTS OF WORDS. AN EN DASH (‘) IS



"on

TYPICALLY USED TO INDICATE RANGES, CONNECTIONS, OR ORIENTATIONS (E.G., “"MAY=AUGUST,” “THE NEw Y ORK—LONDON

FLIGHT”). AN EM DASH (_> IS USED FOR INTERRUPTIONS OR PARENTHETICAL STATEMENTS.

Q: WHAT IF | ENCOUNTER A NEW OR UNUSUAL COMPOUND WORD?

A: FOR NOVEL COMPOUNDS, ESPECIALLY THOSE ACTING AS MODIFIERS, THE PRINCIPLE OF CLARITY IS PARAMOUNT. IF
HYPHENATING CLARIFIES THE INTENDED MEANING AND PREVENTS AMBIGUITY, IT IS GENERALLY ADVISABLE. IF THE MEANING IS CLEAR
WITHOUT A HYPHEN, IT IS OFTEN BETTER TO LEAVE IT OPEN. CONSULTING STYLE GUIDES AND DICTIONARIES FOR SIMILAR
CONSTRUCTIONS CAN ALSO PROVIDE GUIDANCE.
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