chicago manual of style human
geography citation

chicago manual of style human geography citation is a critical skill for any
scholar or student working within this dynamic field. Ensuring academic
integrity and clarity requires a deep understanding of how to properly
attribute sources, whether they be books, journal articles, or digital
resources. This article delves into the intricacies of implementing the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for human geography research, covering
everything from basic principles to nuanced applications. We will explore the
two primary citation systems, notes-bibliography and author-date, and
demonstrate their use with specific examples relevant to human geography.
Furthermore, we will address common challenges and best practices for citing
various types of geographical information, including maps, spatial data, and
online geographical databases. Mastering these citation methods will not only
enhance the credibility of your work but also contribute to a more robust and
accessible body of human geography scholarship.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in
Human Geography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide that provides extensive guidance on writing, editing, and
citation. For human geographers, adhering to CMOS ensures a standardized and
professional presentation of research, facilitating clear communication and



enabling readers to easily locate the sources of information and arguments.
The manual's flexibility allows for adaptation to various academic
disciplines, and its detailed examples are particularly useful for fields
like human geography, which often engage with diverse types of evidence and
scholarly materials.

In human geography, sources can range from foundational theoretical texts and
empirical studies published in academic journals to primary data such as
census reports, interview transcripts, and geographical information system
(GIS) datasets. The Chicago Manual of Style offers robust frameworks for
properly documenting all these elements, ensuring that the intellectual
contributions of others are acknowledged and that the reader can trace the
origins of data and ideas. This meticulous attention to detail is fundamental
to the scientific and humanistic endeavors inherent in geographical inquiry.

The Two Citation Systems: Notes-Bibliography
vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system. The choice between
these two often depends on the conventions of a particular discipline or the
requirements of a specific publisher or academic institution. Both systems
are designed to provide comprehensive source attribution, but they differ in
where and how the citation information is presented.

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered
footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work listing all cited sources alphabetically.
This system is frequently favored in the humanities, including historical
geography and cultural geography. The Author-Date system, on the other hand,
uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the publication year, with a reference list at the end providing full source
details. This system is more common in the social sciences, which may align
with certain subfields of human geography that employ quantitative
methodologies.

Notes-Bibliography System for Human Geography

When employing the Notes-Bibliography system for human geography research,
each instance of quoting, paraphrasing, or referring to another source
requires a corresponding note. These notes, placed at the bottom of the page
(footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes), provide a sequential
numbering that links to the information within the text. The initial note for
a source typically includes full bibliographical details, while subsequent
notes for the same source can be abbreviated.

The bibliography at the end of the work serves as a comprehensive list of all
the sources that have been cited in the notes. Entries in the bibliography
are alphabetized by the author's last name and follow a specific format for



each source type, such as books, journal articles, or edited volumes. For
example, a book entry in the bibliography would generally include the
author's name, the full title of the book (italicized), the place of
publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. Understanding these
formatting nuances is crucial for accurate Chicago manual of style human
geography citation using this system.

Author-Date System for Human Geography

The Author-Date system streamlines in-text citations by placing brief
references directly within the narrative. For example, a citation might
appear as (Smith 2020, 45) for a direct quote, or simply (Jones 2019) when
referencing a broader idea. This method allows readers to quickly identify
the source of information without interrupting the flow of reading with
extensive footnotes. It is particularly useful for disciplines that
prioritize the chronological progression of ideas or empirical findings.

The corresponding reference list, typically titled "References," at the end
of the document provides the full bibliographic information for every source
cited in the text. Unlike the bibliography in the NB system, the reference
list in the AD system is also alphabetized by author's last name but follows
a distinct format that emphasizes the author and date. For instance, a
journal article citation would typically include the author's name, the year
of publication in parentheses, the article title, the journal title
(italicized), the volume and issue numbers, and the page range. This
structure is fundamental for maintaining clarity and consistency in Chicago
manual of style human geography citation within the AD framework.

Citing Core Human Geography Sources

Human geography research often draws upon a variety of foundational texts and
scholarly articles. Accurately citing these is paramount. When citing a book,
whether in the NB or AD system, the essential elements include the author's
full name, the title of the book (italicized), the edition if not the first,
the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For
journal articles, the author's name, the article title, the journal title
(italicized), the volume and issue numbers, and the page range are critical.

Edited volumes present a slightly different challenge. If you are citing a
chapter within an edited volume, you will need to include the author of the
chapter, the chapter title, the editor(s) of the volume, the title of the
volume (italicized), the page range of the chapter, the place of publication,
the publisher, and the year of publication. The specific format in notes and
the bibliography or reference list will vary slightly depending on which CMOS
system is being used, but the inclusion of all these details ensures thorough
Chicago manual of style human geography citation.



Citing Spatial Data and Maps

A unique aspect of human geography is the frequent use of spatial data and
maps. Citing these sources requires careful attention to detail to accurately
represent their origin and characteristics. When citing a published map, you
should include the cartographer or agency responsible, the title of the map
(italicized), the scale, the place of publication, the publisher, and the
year of publication. If the map is part of a larger work, such as an atlas or
a book, you will need to indicate its location within that work.

For spatial data, such as datasets obtained from government agencies or
research institutions, the citation should include the name of the data
creator or repository, the title of the dataset, the version or date of the
data, and the URL or access information if applicable. For example, a
citation might list the U.S. Census Bureau as the creator, followed by the
title of the dataset and its associated documentation, along with the date of
access. Properly citing spatial data and maps is crucial for the
reproducibility of geographical analysis and contributes to the integrity of
Chicago manual of style human geography citation for these specific
resources.

Citing Digital and Online Geographical
Resources

The digital realm offers a vast array of resources for human geographers,
from online encyclopedias and databases to digital archives and interactive
maps. Citing these online resources requires careful consideration of the
elements that contribute to their retrievability and credibility. Generally,
you should include the author or organization responsible, the title of the
specific page or resource, the name of the website (italicized if it
functions as a publication), the publication or update date if available, and
the URL. It is also often recommended to include a date of access, especially
for resources that may change over time.

When citing online journals or articles, follow the standard guidelines for
journal articles but include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if
available, or the URL. For websites that act as primary sources of
geographical information, such as those from national mapping agencies or
statistical offices, ensure you capture the most specific information
possible. The principles of Chicago manual of style human geography citation
for digital resources are designed to ensure that readers can reliably locate
and verify the information, even as the digital landscape evolves.

Common Challenges in Human Geography Citations

Human geographers often encounter specific challenges when applying citation
styles. One common issue is the citation of primary data sources, such as
qualitative interviews or field notes. These require careful documentation of



who was interviewed, when, where, and under what conditions, along with
proper anonymization if necessary. Another challenge arises with the citation
of geographical software and complex datasets, which may not have traditional
author-title structures.

The ephemeral nature of some online resources, such as web pages that are
frequently updated or removed, can also pose difficulties. Ensuring that a
citation remains valid over time requires meticulous record-keeping and the
inclusion of access dates. Furthermore, the interdisciplinary nature of human
geography means engaging with sources that may use different citation
conventions. Navigating these complexities requires a thorough understanding
of CMOS and a commitment to consistent application for accurate Chicago
manual of style human geography citation.

Best Practices for Chicago Manual of Style
Human Geography Citation

To ensure accurate and consistent Chicago manual of style human geography
citation, several best practices should be adopted. First, thoroughly
familiarize yourself with the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style,
as updates can introduce new guidelines or clarifications. Second, maintain a
meticulous system for tracking all sources consulted, including books,
articles, websites, and data. This can be facilitated by citation management
software.

Third, when citing, always strive for clarity and completeness. Ensure that
all necessary bibliographical information is included for each source type.
Fourth, be consistent in your application of either the Notes-Bibliography or
Author-Date system throughout your entire work. Finally, if you are unsure
about a specific citation scenario, consult CMOS directly or seek guidance
from your instructor, editor, or a professional writing center. Adhering to
these practices will elevate the scholarly rigor of your human geography
research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
Manual of Style for human geography?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text
and in the final list of sources. The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes within the text, with a comprehensive bibliography at
the end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (e.g.,
(Author Year, Page)) and a reference list at the end.



Q: When would a human geographer typically choose
the Notes-Bibliography system over the Author-Date
system?

A: Human geographers, particularly those in subfields like historical
geography or cultural geography that often engage with extensive archival
research and detailed historical narratives, might favor the Notes-
Bibliography system. This system is also prevalent in fields that prioritize
detailed source commentary alongside the main text.

Q: How should I cite a geographical dataset in
Chicago Manual of Style?

A: Citing geographical datasets involves identifying the creator or
repository of the data, the title of the dataset, its version or date, and
any relevant access information such as a URL or DOI. For example: U.S.
Census Bureau. "American Community Survey 2022." Accessed December 10, 2023.
[URL].

Q: What are the key elements to include when citing
a journal article in the Author-Date system for
human geography?

A: In the Author-Date system, citing a journal article involves the author's
last name and year in the text (e.g., Smith 2021). In the reference list, it
includes the author's name, the year of publication in parentheses, the
article title, the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers,
and the page range.

Q: Is it necessary to cite online maps or GIS
layers?

A: Yes, it is essential to cite online maps and GIS layers just as you would
any other source. The citation should include the creator or provider of the
map/layer, its title, the date of creation or last update, and the URL or
access method.

Q: How do I cite a chapter in an edited book about
human geography using the Notes-Bibliography system?

A: In a footnote or endnote, you would provide the chapter author's name, the
chapter title, the editors of the book, the book title (italicized), the page
range of the chapter, the place of publication, publisher, and year. In the
bibliography, the format is similar but often slightly altered for flow.



Q: What should I do if a website I am citing for
human geography information has no clear publication
date?

A: If a website has no publication or update date, you should indicate this
by writing "n.d." (for no date) in place of the date. It is also highly
recommended to include the date you accessed the information, as web content
can change frequently.

Q: Can I use citation management software with the
Chicago Manual of Style for my human geography
research?

A: Absolutely. Most popular citation management software (e.g., Zotero,
Mendeley, EndNote) supports the Chicago Manual of Style, often with options
for both Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems. This can significantly
streamline the process of organizing your sources and generating
bibliographies.
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