chicago manual of style grammar for journal
articles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a cornerstone for academic and professional writing,
particularly for those preparing journal articles. Adhering to its principles ensures clarity, consistency,
and credibility in scholarly communication. This comprehensive guide delves into the essential
aspects of Chicago Manual of Style grammar for journal articles, covering everything from
punctuation and capitalization to sentence structure and the nuances of scholarly citation. Mastering
these elements is crucial for researchers, academics, and anyone aiming to publish in reputable
journals, as it directly impacts how effectively their work is received and understood by peers. We will
explore the specific grammar rules that are paramount for journal submissions, aiming to equip you
with the knowledge to polish your manuscripts to the highest standard.
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Understanding the Importance of CMOS for Journal
Articles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is widely recognized as a definitive guide for scholarly
publication in many fields, especially the humanities and social sciences. Its comprehensive nature
addresses not only grammatical correctness but also stylistic consistency and adherence to specific
formatting requirements, all of which are vital for journal articles. For authors submitting their work to
peer-reviewed journals, understanding and implementing CMOS principles is not merely about
following a set of rules; it's about enhancing the clarity, professionalism, and impact of their research.
Journals often have specific style guides that are based on or directly reference CMOS, making
familiarity with its grammar and mechanics indispensable for a smooth publication process.

Adherence to a standardized style guide like CMOS helps editors and reviewers focus on the content
of the research rather than being distracted by inconsistent or incorrect grammar. This consistency
fosters an environment where the author's ideas can be evaluated on their merit. Furthermore, a well-
polished manuscript, formatted according to established conventions, signals a level of diligence and
respect for the scholarly community and the publication process. In essence, mastering Chicago
Manual of Style grammar for journal articles is an investment in the author's credibility and the
reception of their work.



Core Grammar Principles in CMOS

At its heart, Chicago Manual of Style grammar for journal articles emphasizes clarity and precision.
This means favoring clear, direct language and avoiding ambiguity. One of the foundational principles
is the correct use of parts of speech and their agreement, such as subject-verb agreement and
pronoun-antecedent agreement. Ensuring that verbs agree in number with their subjects, even in
complex sentences with intervening phrases, is paramount. Similarly, pronouns must clearly refer to
their antecedents and agree in number and gender.

Another key principle is the consistent application of grammatical rules throughout the manuscript.
This includes the correct formation of plurals, possessives, and comparatives. CMOS also provides
guidance on avoiding common grammatical errors such as misplaced modifiers, dangling participles,
and incorrect parallelism. The aim is to construct sentences that are not only grammatically sound but
also logically structured, allowing the reader to follow the author’s line of reasoning without
impediment. Mastering these core principles is the first step towards producing a publication-ready
journal article.

Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of grammar that CMOS meticulously addresses. The
verb in a sentence must agree in number with its subject. This rule can become complex when the
subject is separated from the verb by other words or phrases, or when dealing with compound
subjects. For instance, in the sentence "The findings from the study, which included several key
indicators, suggest a significant trend," the subject is "findings" (plural), and therefore the verb is
"suggest" (plural). CMOS provides detailed examples and explanations for irregular cases and
compound subjects.

Special attention is paid to collective nouns, which can be treated as singular or plural depending on
whether they are acting as a unit or as individual members. For example, "The committee decides..."
(singular, acting as a unit) versus "The committee are discussing their individual roles..." (plural,
acting as individuals). Understanding these nuances is critical for accurate and professional writing in
journal articles.

Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement

Pronoun-antecedent agreement ensures that a pronoun correctly refers back to the noun it replaces
(its antecedent) and matches it in number, gender, and person. CMOS outlines clear guidelines for
resolving potential ambiguities and ensuring clarity. For example, if an article discusses "a
researcher," any subsequent pronouns referring to that researcher should be singular (e.g., "he or
she," "they" when used as a singular gender-neutral pronoun, or rephrasing to avoid the pronoun
altogether).

One common area of concern is the use of "they" as a singular pronoun. CMOS acknowledges and
permits the use of singular "they" when a singular antecedent is unspecified or when the gender is



unknown or irrelevant, aligning with modern usage and inclusivity. Proper application of pronoun-
antecedent agreement prevents confusion and maintains the logical flow of arguments within a
journal article.

Punctuation Standards for Scholarly Writing

Punctuation is the silent architect of clear communication, and CMOS offers precise guidelines to
ensure it serves this purpose effectively in journal articles. The correct use of commas, semicolons,
colons, apostrophes, and quotation marks can dramatically alter the meaning and readability of a
text. For academic writing, adhering to these standards ensures that complex ideas are conveyed
accurately and without misinterpretation.

CMOS advocates for a clear and consistent approach to punctuation, often favoring rules that
enhance readability and prevent ambiguity. This is particularly important in scholarly contexts where
precision of meaning is paramount, and sentences can be long and intricate, containing multiple
clauses and parenthetical information. Understanding the specific functions of each punctuation mark
as defined by CMOS is essential for crafting polished journal articles.

Commas in Complex Sentences

Commas are among the most frequently used punctuation marks, and their correct application is
crucial for clarity in journal articles. CMOS provides detailed rules for comma usage, including
separating items in a series, setting off introductory clauses and phrases, and separating independent
clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction. The serial comma (or Oxford comma) is generally
recommended by CMOS to avoid ambiguity in lists. For instance, "The study included data on
economics, sociology, and political science" is clearer than "The study included data on economics,
sociology and political science."

CMOS also offers guidance on when not to use commas, such as separating a subject from its verb or
a verb from its object, to prevent unnecessary breaks in the sentence's flow. Mastering these comma
rules is fundamental to achieving grammatical precision in scholarly writing.

Semicolons and Colons

Semicolons and colons serve distinct yet powerful functions in academic prose. CMOS specifies that
semicolons are primarily used to join two closely related independent clauses that are not joined by a
coordinating conjunction. For example, "The initial hypothesis was disproven; further research was
initiated." They can also be used in complex series where items themselves contain commas.

Colons, on the other hand, are used to introduce lists, explanations, quotations, or appositives, often
following an independent clause. A common usage in journal articles is introducing a definition or an
elaboration: "The central finding of the study was clear: the intervention showed significant positive
effects." Correct usage of these marks adds sophistication and clarity to complex sentence structures.



Capitalization Rules for Precision

Capitalization in academic writing, particularly within journal articles, follows specific conventions to
ensure consistency and clarity. The Chicago Manual of Style offers detailed guidance that aims to
avoid unnecessary capitalization while ensuring that proper nouns and titles are correctly marked.
This precision is vital for scientific and academic terminology, as well as for titles of works and specific
entities.

Adhering to CMOS capitalization rules helps to distinguish between common and proper nouns, which
is crucial for accurate meaning. For example, whether to capitalize a specific term often depends on
whether it refers to a unique, named entity or a general concept. This meticulous attention to detail is
a hallmark of professional scholarly communication and a key aspect of Chicago Manual of Style
grammar for journal articles.

Proper Nouns and Specific Terms

CMOS distinguishes between proper nouns (specific names of people, places, organizations, etc.) and
common nouns (general categories). Proper nouns are always capitalized. For instance, "The
University of Chicago" is capitalized, but "a university" is not. In journal articles, this extends to
specific theories, laws, or named entities within a field. For example, "Newton's laws of motion" are
capitalized, but "laws of physics" generally are not unless part of a specific named law.

The manual also provides guidance on capitalizing terms when they are part of a formal title or when
they refer to a specific, unique entity within the context of the article. For example, "The Committee
on Research Ethics" would be capitalized if it refers to a specific, named committee, but "a research
ethics committee" would not.

Titles of Works

CMOS prescribes specific rules for capitalizing titles of books, articles, and other works, as well as
titles within the text itself. For book and article titles, the "sentence case" style is generally preferred
for works cited in bibliographies, where only the first word of the title and subtitle, along with proper
nouns, are capitalized. However, for titles appearing within the text of an article, such as when
discussing another publication, "title case" might be used, capitalizing all major words.

The manual also covers the capitalization of headings, subheadings, and other structural elements
within the journal article itself. Consistency in applying these rules ensures that the reader can easily
navigate and understand the structure of the document.

Verb Tense and Voice in Academic Discourse

The choice of verb tense and voice significantly impacts the tone and clarity of academic writing. The



Chicago Manual of Style offers recommendations that align with the conventions of scholarly
communication, emphasizing clarity and precision for journal articles. Understanding when to use
past, present, or future tense, and when to opt for active or passive voice, is crucial for conveying
research accurately and professionally.

Generally, active voice is preferred for its conciseness and directness, but passive voice has its place
in academic writing, particularly when the action or the object of the action is more important than
the performer of the action. CMOS provides guidance that helps authors make informed decisions
about verb tense and voice to best serve their research narrative.

Active vs. Passive Voice

While active voice ("The researchers analyzed the data") is often recommended for its vigor and
clarity, passive voice ("The data were analyzed by the researchers") has a legitimate and often
necessary role in academic journals. CMOS suggests using passive voice when the actor is unknown,
unimportant, or obvious, or when the focus should be on the object or the process rather than the
performer. For example, in a methods section, passive voice is common: "Samples were collected and
stored at -20°C."

The key is consistent and purposeful use. Overreliance on passive voice can lead to wordy and less
engaging prose, whereas strategic use enhances objectivity and focuses attention where it is most
needed within the journal article.

Verb Tense Consistency

Maintaining consistent verb tense is essential for logical flow in a journal article. CMOS provides
guidance on appropriate tenses for different sections. For instance:

 Introduction: Present tense is often used for general truths or established knowledge. Past
tense is used to describe the specific research being reported.

e Methods: Past tense is standard for describing what was done in the study.

* Results: Past tense is used to report findings that have already occurred. Present tense can be
used to describe figures or tables.

¢ Discussion: Present tense is often used to interpret findings, discuss implications, and state
conclusions. Past tense refers back to the specific results of the study.

Inconsistency in verb tense can confuse readers and disrupt the narrative coherence of the research.
CMOS helps authors navigate these choices to maintain a clear and logical progression of information.



Sentence Structure and Clarity

The structure of sentences in a journal article is fundamental to its clarity and readability. The
Chicago Manual of Style offers extensive guidance on constructing sentences that are not only
grammatically correct but also clear, concise, and effective in conveying complex information.
Effective sentence structure ensures that the author's arguments are easily understood by the target
audience.

This involves avoiding overly long or convoluted sentences, ensuring smooth transitions between
ideas, and employing parallelism where appropriate. Good sentence construction helps to maintain
reader engagement and prevents misinterpretation of research findings and arguments. Mastering
these principles is a key component of Chicago Manual of Style grammar for journal articles.

Conciseness and Avoiding Wordiness

Conciseness is a virtue in academic writing. CMOS advocates for eliminating unnecessary words and
phrases that do not add to the meaning of a sentence. This includes avoiding redundancy, using
strong verbs, and opting for simpler phrasing where possible. For example, instead of "due to the fact
that," CMOS would recommend "because." Similarly, phrases like "in the event that" can be replaced
with "if."

Achieving conciseness makes journal articles more accessible and allows the core message to shine
through. It demonstrates respect for the reader's time and enhances the impact of the research
presented.

Parallelism

Parallelism, also known as parallel structure, is the principle of using the same grammatical form for
elements that have the same function within a sentence. CMOS emphasizes its importance for
creating balance, rhythm, and clarity, especially in lists or comparisons. For instance, if listing actions,
all verbs should be in the same tense and form: "The study involved collecting samples, analyzing
data, and reporting findings."

Without parallelism, sentences can sound awkward and be difficult to follow. This is particularly
relevant when presenting multiple related ideas or steps in a process within a journal article, ensuring
that these components are presented in a structurally equivalent manner for maximum
understanding.

Numbers and Units in Journal Submissions

The accurate and consistent presentation of numbers and units is critical in scientific and academic
journal articles. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed rules to ensure that these elements are



handled with precision and adhere to widely accepted conventions. This applies to everything from
reporting statistical data to referencing measurements and quantities.

Correctly formatting numbers and units not only contributes to the overall professionalism of the
manuscript but also prevents potential confusion or misinterpretation of data. Following CMOS
guidelines helps authors maintain credibility and ensure that their findings are communicated
effectively and unambiguously to their peers.

When to Spell Out Numbers

CMOS generally recommends spelling out numbers from zero through one hundred. However,
exceptions apply, especially in technical or statistical contexts where numerals are standard. For
example, when dealing with measurements, dates, or precise quantities, numerals are preferred. In
journal articles, this rule often takes a backseat to disciplinary conventions, where numerals are
almost always used for numerical data.

For instance, it's standard to write "The results showed a 15% increase" rather than "The results
showed a fifteen percent increase." CMOS provides guidance on consistency when a mix of spelled-
out and numerical data is unavoidable.

Units of Measurement

When presenting units of measurement in journal articles, CMOS aligns with established international
standards, often referencing systems like the International System of Units (SI). Units should be
clearly indicated and consistently formatted. For example, when reporting mass, "kilograms" or "kg"
should be used consistently, and abbreviations should be followed by a period if they are not standard
SI abbreviations.

CMOS also offers guidance on spacing between numbers and units (e.g., "10 cm" not "10cm"), and on
the correct representation of derived units and prefixes. Adherence to these conventions is vital for
scientific accuracy and clarity.

Abbreviations and Acronyms

The judicious use of abbreviations and acronyms can enhance the conciseness of journal articles, but
their overuse or inconsistent application can lead to confusion. The Chicago Manual of Style provides
clear guidelines to ensure that these shortened forms are introduced and used effectively.

The primary principle is clarity: an abbreviation or acronym should be readily understandable to the
intended audience or clearly defined upon its first use. This rule is paramount for maintaining the
readability and professionalism of scholarly work, ensuring that readers can easily follow the
terminology used throughout the article.



Defining Abbreviations and Acronyms

According to CMOS, any abbreviation or acronym that is not commonly known or that appears
infrequently should be defined the first time it is used in the text. This is typically done by providing
the full term followed by the abbreviation or acronym in parentheses. For example: "The research
utilized a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) technique." Subsequent uses of "PCR" can then proceed
without further definition.

CMOS also advises on consistency. If an abbreviation is defined, it should be used consistently
thereafter. The manual also offers guidance on when certain abbreviations are considered common
enough not to require explicit definition, such as widely recognized scientific units or well-established
acronyms within a specific field.

The Role of CMOS in Citation and Referencing

While this article focuses on grammar, it's important to note that the Chicago Manual of Style is also a
comprehensive guide for citation and referencing. For journal articles, this means understanding how
to correctly format in-text citations and create a bibliography or reference list that aligns with the
chosen citation system (either notes-bibliography or author-date).

The consistency and accuracy of citations are paramount in academic publishing. They give credit to
original sources, allow readers to find the cited works, and uphold the integrity of scholarly research.
CMOS provides the framework to achieve this, ensuring that your references are as polished and
professional as the rest of your article.

In-Text Citations and Bibliographies

CMOS offers two primary systems for citations: the notes-bibliography system (using footnotes or
endnotes) and the author-date system. Journals will typically specify which system they require
authors to use. For example, the notes-bibliography system involves numbered notes that correspond
to entries in a bibliography at the end of the article. The author-date system uses parenthetical
citations in the text (e.g., (Smith 2020, 15)) and a corresponding reference list.

Regardless of the system chosen, CMOS provides meticulous instructions on how to format each type
of source (books, journal articles, websites, etc.) to ensure uniformity and prevent discrepancies in
how information is presented.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Even experienced writers can fall into common grammatical traps. Awareness of these frequent
errors, as addressed by the Chicago Manual of Style, can significantly improve the quality of a journal



article. Avoiding these pitfalls demonstrates attention to detail and strengthens the credibility of the
research.

Many of these errors relate to punctuation, sentence construction, and word usage. By understanding
and actively correcting for these common issues, authors can ensure their work meets the high
standards expected in scholarly publications, making their arguments more persuasive and their
research more accessible.

Dangling and Misplaced Modifiers

Dangling modifiers are phrases or clauses that do not clearly and logically modify a word in the
sentence. Misplaced modifiers are placed incorrectly, leading to ambiguity or unintended meanings.
CMOS strongly advises against these constructions. For example, a dangling modifier: "Walking down
the street, the buildings were tall." It's unclear who is walking. The corrected version would be: "As |
was walking down the street, | noticed the buildings were tall."

Careful sentence construction is key to avoiding these errors. Always ensure that a modifying phrase
clearly attaches to the word it is intended to describe.

Word Choice and Usage

The precise meaning and appropriate context for every word are crucial in academic writing. CMOS
offers extensive guidance on word choice, including differentiating between commonly confused
words (e.g., "affect" vs. "effect," "imply" vs. "infer") and avoiding jargon or overly colloquial language
unless necessary for specific discourse. For journal articles, clarity and precision in word selection are
paramount.

Authors should strive for the most accurate and impactful word to convey their meaning, avoiding
ambiguity and ensuring that their technical language is used correctly and consistently throughout
the manuscript.

The Importance of Proofreading

Even with a thorough understanding of Chicago Manual of Style grammar for journal articles, the final
and perhaps most critical step is meticulous proofreading. No amount of stylistic knowledge can
substitute for careful review. Proofreading catches typographical errors, missed punctuation, and
subtle grammatical slips that can detract from even the most brilliant research.

It is highly recommended to proofread multiple times, perhaps with fresh eyes after a break, or even
enlist the help of a colleague or professional editor. This diligent review process is essential for
submitting a journal article that is polished, professional, and ready for publication.



Q: What is the primary purpose of the Chicago Manual of Style
for journal articles?

A: The primary purpose of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMQOS) for journal articles is to ensure
consistency, clarity, and precision in scholarly communication. It provides a comprehensive set of
guidelines for grammar, punctuation, capitalization, citation, and formatting, which helps to create a
standardized and professional presentation of research, making it easier for editors, reviewers, and
readers to understand and evaluate the content.

Q: Should | always use the serial comma (Oxford comma)
when writing a journal article according to CMOS?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends the use of the serial comma (also known
as the Oxford comma) in lists to prevent ambiguity. For example, it advises writing "apples, oranges,
and pears" instead of "apples, oranges and pears" to ensure clarity when items in a list could be
misconstrued as a single unit.

Q: How does CMOS advise on the use of active versus passive
voice in journal articles?

A: CMOS generally prefers the active voice for its directness and conciseness. However, it recognizes
that the passive voice has its place in academic writing, particularly when the actor is unknown,
unimportant, or when the focus should be on the action or object. The key is consistent and
purposeful use, often employing passive voice in methods sections to emphasize the process rather
than the researcher.

Q: What are the key considerations for capitalization of terms
in journal articles under CMOS?

A: CMOS emphasizes capitalizing proper nouns (specific names of people, places, organizations, etc.)
and titles of specific entities or works. For general terms, capitalization is typically avoided unless
they are part of a formal title or refer to a unique concept within the specific context of the article.
Consistency is paramount, and authors should refer to CMOS for specific guidance on terms within
their discipline.

Q: Does CMOS provide specific rules for presenting numbers
and units in journal articles?

A: Yes, CMOS offers detailed rules for the presentation of numbers and units. It generally recommends
spelling out numbers one through one hundred but prioritizes numerals for technical data,
measurements, and statistics, which is standard in journal articles. It also aligns with international
standards for units of measurement, emphasizing clear and consistent formatting.



Q: How should abbreviations and acronyms be handled
according to the Chicago Manual of Style in journal articles?

A: CMOS requires that abbreviations and acronyms not commonly known be defined upon their first
use in a journal article, typically by providing the full term followed by the abbreviation/acronym in
parentheses. Consistency in their use thereafter is also crucial to avoid confusion for the reader.

Q: What are the common grammatical pitfalls that CMOS
helps authors avoid in journal articles?

A: CMOS helps authors avoid common pitfalls such as dangling and misplaced modifiers, which can
create ambiguity or unintended meanings. It also provides guidance on precise word choice to ensure
accuracy and prevent confusion between similar words, and emphasizes the importance of proper
sentence structure for clarity.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style cover citation formats for
journal articles?

A: Absolutely. The Chicago Manual of Style is a comprehensive guide that includes detailed
instructions for two major citation systems: the notes-bibliography system (footnotes/endnotes and
bibliography) and the author-date system. Journals typically specify which system authors should
follow.
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