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The Chicago Manual of Style Geographic Research Papers: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style geographic research papers presents unique challenges and
opportunities for researchers aiming for clarity, accuracy, and adherence to scholarly conventions.
Navigating the intricacies of this widely respected citation and style guide is crucial for presenting
geographic research effectively. This article will delve into the core principles and specific
applications of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as they pertain to geographic research papers.
We will explore how to format citations, handle geographic data, and ensure overall consistency in
your academic work. Understanding these elements is paramount for producing a polished and
credible research paper that resonates with academic audiences. Whether you are a seasoned
scholar or a budding geographer, this guide aims to demystify the application of CMOS in your
geographic endeavors.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Geographic Research
Core Formatting Principles in Geographic Papers

Citation Styles: Notes and Bibliography vs. Author-Date

Citing Geographic Data and Maps

Incorporating Visual Elements and Data

Specific Considerations for Geographic Terminology

Geographic Research Paper Structure and CMOS

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Geographic Research

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive guide to writing, editing, and citing in
academic and professional contexts. For geographic research papers, its principles offer a robust
framework for ensuring that research is presented in a clear, organized, and academically sound
manner. Geographic research often involves complex data, diverse sources, and specific
conventions, all of which can be effectively managed through careful application of CMOS. The
manual's emphasis on consistency, accuracy, and clarity makes it an invaluable tool for any
geographer seeking to communicate their findings effectively to a scholarly audience.

Adopting the Chicago Manual of Style for geographic research papers means embracing a system
that values thoroughness and precision. It provides guidelines not only for how to cite sources but
also for how to structure arguments, present data, and use language. This holistic approach ensures
that the entire research paper, from its introduction to its concluding remarks, adheres to a high
standard of academic integrity and readability. Researchers working with spatial data, historical
atlases, or fieldwork reports will find CMOS particularly helpful in standardizing the presentation of
their materials.



Core Formatting Principles in Geographic Papers

When preparing geographic research papers under the Chicago Manual of Style, several core
formatting principles are paramount. These principles ensure uniformity and professionalism
throughout the document, making it easier for readers to engage with the content. This includes
guidelines for manuscript preparation, such as margins, font choices, and spacing, which are
fundamental for readability.

Manuscript Preparation and General Guidelines

The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed instructions for the physical presentation of a
manuscript. For geographic research papers, this translates into a clean and accessible layout.
Typically, this involves double-spacing throughout the document, including block quotes and
footnotes or endnotes. Margins should be generous, usually one inch on all sides, to allow for
editorial marks and easy reading. Font choices are generally limited to standard, legible typefaces
like Times New Roman or Arial, in a 12-point size. These seemingly small details contribute
significantly to the overall professional appearance and reader experience of a geographic research

paper.

Tables and Figures

Geographic research frequently relies on visual representations of data. CMOS offers specific
guidance on how to format tables and figures to ensure clarity and proper attribution. Each table
and figure should be numbered consecutively (e.g., Table 1, Figure 2) and accompanied by a clear,
descriptive title. Captions for figures should be placed below the illustration, while table titles are
typically placed above the table. Crucially, all data presented in tables and figures, if not original,
must be properly cited following CMOS citation rules, often with a note beneath the table or figure
indicating the source.

Headings and Subheadings

The effective use of headings and subheadings is essential for organizing complex geographic
research. CMOS outlines a hierarchy for headings to guide writers in structuring their papers
logically. This structure helps readers navigate the paper, understand the flow of arguments, and
locate specific information. Consistent application of formatting for these headings, such as
variations in bolding, italics, or capitalization, further enhances the paper's organization and
readability.

Citation Styles: Notes and Bibliography vs. Author-Date



The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes and bibliography system
and the author-date system. The choice between these two often depends on the specific discipline
or publisher's requirements. For many humanities and some social science fields, including much of
geographic research, the notes and bibliography system is preferred, while the author-date system is
more common in the natural and social sciences.

The Notes and Bibliography System

In the notes and bibliography system, sources are cited using numbered footnotes or endnotes
within the text, with a comprehensive bibliography appearing at the end of the paper. This system is
particularly useful for geographic research papers that may incorporate extensive qualitative data,
historical sources, or require detailed explanations of specific sources. The footnotes allow for
digressions, elaborations, or the inclusion of source information without disrupting the flow of the
main text. The bibliography then provides a consolidated list of all sources consulted.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system, while less common in traditional geography journals, is still a valid option
for certain types of geographic research, especially those aligned with quantitative methodologies or
specific scientific journals. In this system, in-text citations consist of the author's last name and the
year of publication (e.g., Smith 2020). A corresponding reference list, alphabetized by author's last
name, is provided at the end of the paper. This system is often favored for its conciseness and ease
of tracking sources in rapidly evolving fields.

Citing Geographic Data and Maps

Citing geographic data, maps, and spatial information requires careful attention to detail under
CMOS. These sources often have unique characteristics that necessitate specific citation formats to
ensure proper attribution and verifiability. Failure to cite these accurately can lead to
misunderstandings about data provenance and research integrity.

Maps and Atlases

When citing a map or atlas, CMOS generally requires information about the mapmaker, title,
publication details, and scale. For example, a citation might include the name of the cartographer or
publishing agency, the title of the map or atlas, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year.
If citing a specific map within an atlas, the atlas details are still crucial, along with the page number
or specific map designation. For digital maps, information about the source platform and access date
is also important.



Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Data

Citing GIS data presents a unique challenge. CMOS guidance suggests including the creator of the
dataset, the title of the dataset, the version number (if applicable), the date of creation or
publication, and the source or distributor. If the data was accessed online, the URL and date of
access are essential. For instance, a citation might look like: U.S. Census Bureau, "TIGER/Line
Shapefiles: 2020," 2020, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.census.gov/geographies/mapping-files/time-series/geo/tiger-line-file.html.

Statistical Data and Databases

Geographic research frequently draws upon statistical data from various sources. When citing
statistical data or databases, it is important to identify the producing organization, the name of the
dataset or report, the specific variables or tables used, and the date of retrieval or publication. For
online databases, providing a stable URL or DOI, along with the access date, is crucial for
reproducibility.

Incorporating Visual Elements and Data

The effective inclusion of visual elements and data is a hallmark of strong geographic research. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines to ensure these elements are presented professionally
and ethically. This not only enhances the paper's aesthetic appeal but also its analytical rigor and
credibility.

Original Maps and Cartographic Work

If a researcher creates their own maps or cartographic visualizations, CMOS emphasizes the
importance of clear labeling and proper attribution of the underlying data. While original maps do
not require citation in the same way a published map does, they should be clearly titled, numbered,
and referenced within the text. The methodology for their creation and the data sources used should
be explained in the body of the paper or in accompanying notes.

Image and Graphic Use

When incorporating images, satellite imagery, or other graphics from external sources, obtaining
necessary permissions is paramount, especially for publication. CMOS requires that all such
elements be clearly captioned, numbered, and cited, just like tables and figures. The caption should
provide context and acknowledge the source appropriately. For copyrighted material, a statement
regarding permission granted might also be necessary.



Data Visualization Best Practices

Beyond basic formatting, CMOS implicitly encourages clear and honest data visualization.
Geographic research papers should strive for visualizations that accurately represent the data, avoid
misleading representations, and are easily understandable by the target audience. This includes
choosing appropriate chart types, clear labeling of axes, and providing a legend where necessary.
Proper citation of the data used to create these visualizations remains a critical requirement.

Specific Considerations for Geographic Terminology

Geographic research papers often employ specific terminology that requires careful handling
according to CMOS. This includes place names, geographical features, and technical terms related
to spatial analysis and cartography. Consistency and accuracy in using these terms are vital for
scholarly communication.

Place Names and Political Boundaries

CMOS recommends using standard and widely accepted English names for geographical features
and political entities. When dealing with less common or disputed territories, it is advisable to
provide context or clarification, potentially using a note. For instance, if a paper discusses a region
with multiple names or contested political status, a footnote might be used to explain the
nomenclature adopted and its rationale. Adhering to established conventions for country names, city
names, and geographical features ensures broader understanding.

Geographic Features and Terminology

When discussing specific geographical features such as mountains, rivers, or deserts, consistent
terminology is key. Use common, established names. For technical terms within geography, such as
"geomorphology," "spatial autocorrelation," or "toponymy," ensure they are used correctly and, if
necessary, defined upon first use, especially if the paper is intended for a multidisciplinary audience.
CMOS generally supports clear and precise language, encouraging writers to avoid jargon where
simpler terms suffice, unless the technical term is essential for accuracy.

Coordinate Systems and Spatial References

For papers dealing heavily with spatial data, the correct and consistent use of coordinate systems
and spatial references is crucial. While CMOS may not dictate specific coordinate systems, it
emphasizes clarity. Any mention of latitude and longitude, projections, or spatial datums should be
unambiguous. If a specific system (e.g., WGS 84, UTM) is used, it should be stated clearly, and if it
deviates from common practice within the field, a brief explanation may be warranted.



Geographic Research Paper Structure and CMOS

The structure of a geographic research paper, while generally following academic conventions, can
be further refined by adhering to CMOS guidelines for organization and presentation. A well-
structured paper enhances the logical progression of arguments and the clarity of findings, which
are essential for conveying complex geographic concepts.

Introduction and Literature Review

The introduction of a geographic research paper should clearly state the research question, its
significance, and the methodology employed. The literature review should contextualize the research
within existing scholarship. CMOS, through its emphasis on clear prose and proper citation,
supports the development of strong introductory and review sections. Ensuring all sources discussed
are meticulously cited using the chosen CMOS system is paramount.

Methodology and Data Analysis

This section details the research methods and data analysis techniques used. For geographic
research, this might involve GIS analysis, statistical modeling, remote sensing, or qualitative
fieldwork. CMOS’s focus on precision extends to the description of methodologies. Clearly outlining
the steps taken, the data sources used, and the analytical tools employed, with all references
properly formatted, is vital for the credibility of the research.

Results and Discussion

The presentation of results, often involving maps, charts, and statistical outputs, should be clear and
directly address the research questions. The discussion section interprets these results in light of the
literature. CMOS'’s guidelines for integrating text with visuals and ensuring all data is properly
attributed empower researchers to present their findings effectively. A consistent citation practice
for any external data or comparative studies referenced in the discussion is critical.

Conclusion

While CMOS does not mandate a rigid conclusion format, it encourages a thoughtful summary of
findings and a reflection on the broader implications of the research. For geographic research, this
might include discussing the contribution to the field, potential applications, or avenues for future
research. Ensuring all claims made in the conclusion are supported by the evidence presented and
that all cited materials are consistently formatted reinforces the paper’s academic integrity.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary advantage of using the Chicago Manual
of Style for geographic research papers?

A: The primary advantage is its comprehensive nature, providing clear guidelines for citation,
formatting, and presentation that enhance the accuracy, clarity, and academic rigor of geographic
research, ensuring consistency and professionalism.

Q: When should a geographic researcher choose the notes and
bibliography system over the author-date system in CMOS?

A: Researchers typically choose the notes and bibliography system when their work involves
extensive qualitative data, historical sources, or requires detailed explanations within footnotes,
which is common in many branches of geography.

Q: How does CMOS advise on citing maps that are part of a
larger atlas?

A: CMOS advises including details of the mapmaker, title of the map, title of the atlas, publication
information, and page number or specific map designation to ensure the map is precisely locatable.

Q: What are the key elements to include when citing GIS data
according to CMOS guidelines?

A: When citing GIS data, CMOS suggests including the creator of the dataset, its title, version
number (if applicable), creation or publication date, and the source or distributor, along with a URL
and access date if accessed online.

Q: How should original maps created by the researcher be
handled in a geographic paper adhering to CMOS?

A: Original maps should be clearly titled, numbered, and referenced within the text. While they don't
require citation of their source in the same way published maps do, the methodology of their
creation and the underlying data sources should be explained.

Q: Is there a specific CMOS rule for standardizing geographic
place names?

A: CMOS recommends using standard and widely accepted English names for geographical features
and political entities. For contentious or less common names, clarification or context in a note is
advised.



Q: How does CMOS address the use of technical geographic
terminology?

A: CMOS encourages the precise and correct use of technical geographic terms. If the audience is
multidisciplinary, defining terms upon their first use is recommended for clarity.

Q: What are the implications of CMOS for structuring the
methodology section of a geographic research paper?

A: CMOS emphasizes precision in describing methodologies. Researchers should clearly outline their
research steps, data sources, and analytical tools, ensuring all references to methods or data are
meticulously formatted.

Q: Does CMOS provide specific formatting guidelines for
charts and graphs used in geographic research?

A: Yes, CMOS provides guidance on numbering, titling, and captioning tables and figures, which
includes charts and graphs, ensuring they are clearly presented and properly attributed.

Q: How can adherence to CMOS improve the overall credibility
of a geographic research paper?

A: By ensuring consistent, accurate, and clear presentation of information, including citations, data,
and terminology, CMOS significantly bolsters the academic integrity and credibility of a geographic
research paper.
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