
chicago manual of style geographic periodicals

chicago manual of style geographic periodicals, and their proper citation, represent a crucial aspect of
academic and professional writing, particularly for researchers, scholars, and students engaging with regional
studies, historical geography, or international affairs. Navigating the intricacies of citing these specific types
of publications requires a thorough understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) guidelines. This
article delves into the nuances of referencing geographic periodicals according to CMOS, covering the essential
components of a bibliographic entry, the different citation styles within CMOS (notes-bibliography and
author-date), and common pitfalls to avoid. We will explore how to accurately present journal titles,
article titles, volume and issue numbers, publication dates, and page ranges, ensuring clarity and adherence to
scholarly standards. Furthermore, we will examine best practices for citing online geographic periodicals and
provide guidance on handling specific challenges that may arise in this specialized area of academic literature.
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Understanding Geographic Periodicals in CMOS

Geographic periodicals, encompassing journals that focus on the study of the Earth's surface, its physical
features, its inhabitants, and the phenomena associated with them, often require precise citation to ensure the
provenance of information is clearly established. The Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive
guidelines for citing these publications, recognizing their significance across various academic disciplines. These
journals can range from highly specialized academic publications to more broadly focused magazines with a
geographical bent. Understanding what constitutes a "geographic periodical" within the context of CMOS is
the first step in accurate referencing.

For the purposes of citation, a geographic periodical is generally understood to be any serial publication that
regularly features scholarly articles, research papers, or in-depth analyses on topics related to geography,
cartography, geopolitics, environmental science, regional studies, and related fields. This category can include
publications from university departments, professional geographic societies, and specialized research institutes.
The key characteristic is their recurring publication schedule and their focus on geographical themes.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Geographic Periodicals

The Notes-Bibliography system, one of the two primary citation methods recommended by the Chicago Manual of
Style, requires a combination of footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography. For geographic periodicals, this
means that each citation within the text will be a numbered note, and the full bibliographic information will be
compiled in a separate bibliography at the end of the work.

In the Notes-Bibliography system, the initial note for an article from a geographic periodical includes a more
detailed citation than subsequent notes. This initial note will typically contain the author's name, the title
of the article in quotation marks, the title of the geographic periodical in italics, the volume number, the issue
number, the publication date (year), and the specific page number(s) of the referenced material. Subsequent notes
referring to the same source can be shortened, often including only the author's last name and the page number.

The bibliography entry, conversely, provides a complete and comprehensive record of all sources cited. For a
geographic periodical article, this entry would typically list the author's last name followed by their first
name, the full title of the article in quotation marks, the title of the geographic periodical in italics, the
volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the full page range of the article. The order and
punctuation are crucial for maintaining clarity and consistency in the bibliography.



The Author-Date System for Geographic Periodicals

The Author-Date system, the alternative citation method outlined in CMOS, places the author's last name and
the year of publication directly within the text, typically in parentheses. This system also requires a reference
list at the end of the work, which contains full bibliographic details for all sources cited. This method is often
preferred in the social sciences and some scientific fields.

When citing a geographic periodical using the Author-Date system, an in-text citation would appear as
(AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). For instance, if citing an article by Dr. Eleanor Vance published in 2021
on page 45, the in-text citation would be (Vance 2021, 45). This immediate attribution of the source within
the flow of the text allows readers to quickly identify the origin of the information.

The corresponding entry in the reference list for an article from a geographic periodical would include the
author's last name and first initial (or full name, depending on specific journal requirements, though CMOS
generally prefers first name for reference lists), the year of publication in parentheses, the title of the article in
quotation marks, the title of the geographic periodical in italics, the volume and issue numbers, and the full
page range of the article. The reference list serves as the complete index for all sources consulted and cited
within the document.

Essential Elements of a CMOS Citation for Geographic Periodicals

Regardless of whether the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system is employed, certain core elements are
indispensable for accurately citing geographic periodicals. These elements provide the necessary information for
readers to locate and verify the source material.

Author(s): The full name(s) of the author(s) of the article. For the bibliography and reference list, the
last name is typically listed first.

Article Title: The complete title of the specific article, enclosed in quotation marks.

Periodical Title: The full title of the geographic journal or magazine, italicized.

Volume and Issue Numbers: The volume number and, if applicable, the issue number (often denoted as "no.")
of the periodical.

Publication Date: The year of publication, and sometimes the month or season, especially for journals
that publish more frequently.

Page Numbers: The specific page numbers on which the article appears, or the page range for the entire
article.

These components, when accurately presented, ensure that the citation is both functional and compliant with
CMOS standards. Precision in these details is paramount for academic integrity.

Citing Online Geographic Periodicals

The increasing prevalence of online access to geographic periodicals necessitates specific guidelines for their
citation within CMOS. When an article is accessed online, particularly if it was only published in an electronic
format or if the online version differs from a print counterpart, additional information is required to facilitate
retrieval.

For geographic periodicals available online, the citation should include a stable URL (Uniform Resource
Locator) or a Digital Object Identifier (DOI). A DOI is preferred as it is a persistent identifier designed to link to
content regardless of changes in its location. If a DOI is not available, a URL from the publisher's website or a



reputable database should be provided.

The format for online citations generally follows the same structure as print citations, with the addition of
the URL or DOI. For example, in the Notes-Bibliography system, a note might include the article title, periodical
title, volume, issue, date, page numbers, and then “doi:[DOI number]” or “URL: [web address].” In the reference list
or bibliography, the DOI or URL would typically appear at the end of the entry.

It is also important to note the date of access for online sources, especially if the content is subject to
change or if the publication date is not readily apparent. CMOS recommends including the date of access in
parentheses after the URL or DOI.

Common Challenges in Citing Geographic Periodicals

Several challenges can arise when citing geographic periodicals, particularly with older or less formally
published materials. One common issue is inconsistent publication details, such as variations in journal titles
over time, or incomplete volume and issue numbering.

Another challenge is the presence of multiple authors. CMOS provides clear rules for citing articles with two
or three authors, and for those with more than three authors, it typically requires listing only the first
author followed by "et al." in notes and the bibliography/reference list, though this can vary based on
context or specific publisher preferences. Understanding these nuances is key.

Furthermore, distinguishing between a journal article, a chapter in an edited volume, or a standalone report can
sometimes be ambiguous, especially with interdisciplinary geographic research. Careful attention to the
publication's format and its primary function is necessary to select the correct citation template within
CMOS.

Handling special characters, non-English titles, or articles that do not have page numbers (common in some
online-only publications) can also present difficulties. Consulting the most recent edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style is always recommended for definitive guidance on these less common scenarios.

Best Practices for Consistency and Accuracy

Maintaining consistency and accuracy in the citation of geographic periodicals is fundamental to scholarly
communication. Inconsistent citation can lead to confusion, undermine the credibility of the research, and make it
difficult for readers to follow up on sources.

Establishing a clear citation style guide at the outset of a project is highly recommended. Whether adhering
strictly to the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, applying its rules uniformly across all references
is crucial. This includes consistent formatting for author names, article and periodical titles, and the
presentation of publication details.

Regularly proofreading citations is also essential. Small errors, such as misplaced commas, incorrect italics,
or missing publication dates, can accumulate and detract from the overall professionalism of the work.
Utilizing citation management software can aid in maintaining accuracy and consistency, but manual review
remains indispensable.

When in doubt about a specific citation scenario, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style. Its detailed examples and comprehensive explanations are the authoritative source for resolving
citation dilemmas, ensuring that your references to geographic periodicals are both precise and compliant.

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a print geographic periodical
and an online one using Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The primary difference lies in the inclusion of a stable URL or Digital Object Identifier (DOI) for online
geographic periodicals, along with the date of access. Print citations focus solely on the physical publication
details.



Q: Should I italicize the title of an article or the title of the geographic
periodical in Chicago Manual of Style citations?
A: In Chicago Manual of Style, the title of the geographic periodical (the journal or magazine) should be
italicized, while the title of the specific article within that periodical should be enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: How do I cite a geographic periodical with no author listed?
A: If a geographic periodical article has no author, you begin the citation with the title of the article in
quotation marks, followed by the periodical's title in italics and the publication details.

Q: What is the difference between a note and a bibliography entry for a
geographic periodical in the Notes-Bibliography system?
A: The note provides a concise citation to identify the source within the text, often including the page number.
The bibliography entry is a more complete bibliographic record of the source, including the full page range of the
article, and is listed alphabetically at the end of the work.

Q: How does the Author-Date system handle in-text citations for
geographic periodicals?
A: In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation for a geographic periodical typically includes the author's
last name and the year of publication, often followed by the specific page number, like (Smith 2023, 15).

Q: When should I use "et al." when citing multiple authors of a geographic
periodical article in Chicago Manual of Style?
A: Generally, in the Notes-Bibliography system, if an article has three authors, all are listed in the first note.
If there are more than three authors, list only the first author followed by "et al." in both notes and the
bibliography. For the Author-Date system's reference list, CMOS generally advises listing all authors up to
ten; for more than ten, list the first seven followed by "et al."

Q: What if the geographic periodical I am citing has an inconsistent volume
or issue numbering?
A: If volume or issue numbering is inconsistent or missing, cite what is present and available from the source. If a
publication is unnumbered, you may omit the volume and issue numbers. It is always best to be as accurate as
the source allows.

Q: How do I cite a geographic periodical article that I accessed through a
database like JSTOR or Project MUSE?
A: When citing from a database, follow the standard CMOS format for the article and periodical. If a DOI is
available, use that. If not, provide the database name and the URL. CMOS generally discourages citing
databases if the original print or publisher's website version is easily accessible and stable.
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