chicago manual of style geographic essay citation

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style Geographic Essay Citation: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style geographic essay citation guidelines can seem daunting, especially when navigating
the nuances of citing specific locations and geographical information within academic and professional
writing. Whether you are referencing a historical event tied to a particular region, analyzing demographic
data for a city, or describing a geographical feature, accurate citation is paramount for credibility and
scholarly integrity. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process, offering clear explanations and
practical examples for correctly implementing Chicago style for geographic references in your essays and
other written works. We will cover everything from general principles to specific scenarios, ensuring you

can confidently cite any geographical element.
Table of Contents

Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago Style Citation

Citing Specific Geographic Locations in Essays

Referencing Maps and Atlases Using Chicago Style

Citing Online Geographic Data and Databases

Handling Archaic and Obsolete Geographic References

Geographic Essay Citation Formatting Variations

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Manual of Style Geographic Essay Citation

Best Practices for Geographic Citation in Essays

Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago Style Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a flexible yet rigorous framework for academic citation,
emphasizing clarity, consistency, and accuracy. When dealing with geographic information, the core
principles remain the same: provide enough information for your reader to locate the source of your data or
claim, and do so in a way that integrates seamlessly with your prose. CMOS offers two primary citation
systems: notes-bibliography and author-date. For essays, the notes-bibliography system, utilizing footnotes
or endnotes, is often preferred due to its ability to embed detailed source information without disrupting

the flow of the text.

Regardless of the system chosen, the goal is to attribute all borrowed ideas, facts, and direct quotations to
their original sources. This includes geographical data, historical place names, and descriptions of physical
locations. Understanding the type of source you are citing—whether it's a book, an article, a map, or a

digital resource—is the first step in applying the correct CMOS citation format. For geographic elements,

this often means being precise about the scale and context of the location being referenced.



Citing Specific Geographic Locations in Essays

When your essay discusses specific geographic locations, the method of citation will depend on whether
you are referencing a location as a general concept, a specific place name within a larger work, or a dataset
tied to a locale. For instance, if you are discussing the historical significance of Paris during the French
Revolution, you would cite the historical text that provides this information, not Paris itself as a source. The

location is the subject of the discussion, not the origin of the information.

Referencing Place Names and Borders

Citing place names and geographical borders requires careful attention to the source material. If a book or
article discusses the shifting borders of a region, you would cite that book or article. However, if you are
using a geographical dictionary or atlas to define a place name, then that dictionary or atlas becomes your
source. It's crucial to distinguish between information about a place and the place itself as a source. For
example, stating "The Amazon rainforest, covering over 5.5 million square kilometers..." requires a citation

for the source that provided the acreage figure.

Citing Historical or Ancient Geography

Dealing with historical or ancient geography presents unique challenges, as place names and political
entities may no longer exist or may have changed significantly. CMOS advises citing the historical texts or
scholarly works that document these ancient geographies. If you are referencing an ancient map, you
would cite the map itself, following the guidelines for citing cartographic materials. Accuracy in
transliteration of ancient place names is also important, and sources that offer guidance on this should be

consulted and cited if their specific conventions are being followed.

Referencing Maps and Atlases Using Chicago Style

Maps and atlases are primary sources for geographical information and require specific citation formats
within the Chicago Manual of Style. These formats vary slightly depending on whether you are citing a
map as a standalone item or as part of a larger publication, such as an atlas. The key is to provide sufficient

detail for your reader to identify the specific map and its publisher.



Citing Standalone Maps

When citing a map that is not part of a larger work, the Chicago Manual of Style typically requires the
following elements: the name of the mapmaker (if provided), the title of the map (italicized), the scale (if
significant), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. If the map is undated, you
would use "n.d." for no date. For example: John Smith, Map of Colonial Virginia, 1:500,000, Richmond:
Virginia Historical Society, 1985.

Citing Maps within Atlases

If the map is found within an atlas, the citation format shifts to reflect this. You will cite the atlas as a
whole, with specific information about the map itself, often in a note. The elements usually include the
author or editor of the atlas, the title of the atlas (italicized), the publication details of the atlas, and then
specific information about the map, such as its title (if distinct from the atlas's chapter or section title) and
page numbers. For instance: In a footnote: The Times Comprehensive Atlas of the World, 13th ed. (London:
Times Books, 2011), map of “Northern Italy,” 78. In the bibliography: The Times Comprehensive Atlas of
the World. 13th ed. London: Times Books, 2011.

Citing Online Geographic Data and Databases

The digital age has made vast amounts of geographic data accessible online. Citing these resources
accurately according to Chicago style is essential. The principles remain the same: identify the author or
organization responsible, the title of the data or database, the version or date of access, and a stable URL or
DOI if available.

Digital Maps and GIS Data

When citing digital maps, such as those from Google Maps or specialized Geographic Information System
(GIS) datasets, you need to be precise. Include the name of the platform or provider, the specific map or
layer being referenced, the date of access, and the URL. For GIS data, cite the data provider, the dataset
name, its version, and the access date and URL. For example: Esri, "World Elevation 2000," accessed
October 26, 2023, ArcGIS Online,
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html1?id=10e05094e627437c8b1a9¢c1c1a83e5a0.



Geospatial Databases and APIs

Geospatial databases and Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) used to access geographic information
require similar careful citation. Identify the database or API provider, the specific data accessed, the date of
access, and the URL or identifier. If you are referencing data downloaded from such a source, cite the
downloaded data as a dataset. For example: United States Geological Survey, "National Hydrography
Dataset," accessed October 26, 2023, USGS National Map,

https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/national-hydrography.

Handling Archaic and Obsolete Geographic References

‘When your essay engages with historical texts that mention now-obsolete or renamed geographical
entities, meticulous citation is key. The goal is to accurately represent what the historical source states
while providing enough context for your reader. This often involves citing the primary historical

document and potentially a scholarly work that clarifies the historical geography.

Obsolete Place Names and Territories

If a historical document refers to a region by a name that is no longer in use, such as "Prussia" or
"Mesopotamia” in contemporary discourse, you would cite the document containing that name. If the
meaning or location of that entity is crucial and not immediately obvious, you might add a parenthetical
clarification or a footnote referencing a historical atlas or encyclopedia. For instance, a footnote could state:

"The territory referred to as Mesopotamia by Herodotus corresponds roughly to modern-day Iraq."

Geographic Changes Over Time

Documenting geographic changes, such as the formation or dissolution of countries, cities, or bodies of
water, requires citing the sources that detail these transformations. This could involve historical atlases,
demographic studies, or geopolitical analyses. The citation should point to the authority that provides the
information about the temporal aspect of the geography. For example, if discussing the historical extent of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire, cite the historical atlas or monograph that delineates its borders during

specific periods.



Geographic Essay Citation Formatting Variations

‘While Chicago style provides a robust framework, there can be subtle variations in formatting depending
on the specific type of geographic reference and the source material. Adhering to these nuances ensures

professional presentation and reader accessibility.

Notes-Bibliography System Specifics

In the notes-bibliography system, notes are used for detailed citations. For a geographic reference, a note
might look like this: 1. Paul Theroux, The Great Railway Bazaar: By Train Through Asia (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1975), 45. The bibliography entry would then be: Theroux, Paul. The Great Railway
Bazaar: By Train Through Asia. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1975. For maps within a book: 2. Atlas of
Ancient Civilizations, ed. Sarah Johnson (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), plate 7, "The Fertile

Crescent."

Author-Date System Considerations

If your essay utilizes the author-date system, citations will appear in parentheses within the text. For
geographic information, it would look something like this: (Smith 1985, 45). The corresponding entry in
the reference list would be: Smith, John. 1985. Map of Colonial Virginia. Richmond: Virginia Historical
Society. For online sources: (Esri, accessed October 26, 2023). Note that the Chicago Manual of Style
generally recommends the notes-bibliography system for humanities essays, making it the more common

choice for geographic essay citations.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Manual of Style Geographic Essay
Citation

Navigating the intricacies of geographic citation can lead to common errors that detract from the credibility
of your work. Being aware of these pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure your citations are accurate

and professional.

¢ Confusing the location as a source: A frequent mistake is to cite the geographical location itself rather
than the source that provides information about that location. For instance, citing "Paris" instead of the

historical text that describes Paris.



Inadequate detail for maps: Forgetting essential elements like the map title, publisher, or scale can

make it difficult for readers to find the referenced map.

Lack of specificity for online resources: Not providing specific URLs or access dates for online

geographic data can render the citation useless as online content changes frequently.

Omitting publication details for physical sources: Failing to include the place of publication and

publisher for books or atlases hinders reader verification.

Inconsistent formatting: Mixing citation styles or inconsistently applying the chosen Chicago style

system (notes-bibliography or author-date) undermines clarity.

Best Practices for Geographic Citation in Essays

To ensure your Chicago Manual of Style geographic essay citations are both accurate and effective, consider
implementing these best practices throughout your writing process. Proactive attention to citation details

saves time and elevates the quality of your academic output.

Create a dedicated bibliography or reference list: Compile all your sources, including those for

geographic information, in a consistent format from the outset.

o Utilize citation management software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help you

organize your sources and format citations according to CMOS guidelines, reducing manual errors.

e Consult the official Chicago Manual of Style: When in doubt, refer to the latest edition of The Chicago

Manual of Style for definitive guidance on specific citation scenarios.

¢ Be consistent: Apply the chosen citation system (notes-bibliography or author-date) and formatting

rules uniformly throughout your essay.

¢ Clarify complex references: If a geographic reference is particularly complex or uses an unfamiliar

term, consider adding a brief explanatory note or footnote to assist your reader.

e Double-check URLs and DOIs: Ensure that all web links are active and lead to the correct source, and

that Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are correctly formatted.



FAQ

Q How do I cite a historical map that doesn't have a clear author or date?

A: For historical maps lacking an author or date, follow the general Chicago style for maps but use "n.d." for
no date and attribute the map to the institution or collection where it is housed if an individual author is

absent. For example: Map of the Roman Empire, [no date], Rome Archives, Map Collection.

Q What is the difference between citing a place name in the text versus
citing a source that discusses that place name?

A: When you mention a place name as part of your narrative, such as "The city of Rome is renowned for
its ancient ruins," you typically do not need a citation unless you are using a specific, unique definition or
claim about Rome. However, if you are quoting statistics about Rome's population or historical facts about its

founding, you must cite the source of that specific information, not Rome itself.

Q How do I cite a specific geographical feature, like a mountain range, if
it's mentioned in a general travelogue?

A: If the travelogue mentions a mountain range as part of the scenery, you cite the travelogue itself. For
example: (Loomis 2021, 112). If you are using the mountain range for specific geological data, you would

cite the geological study or resource that provided that data.

Q: Can I use the same citation for multiple references to a specific online
map within my essay?

A: For online resources that are frequently accessed or remain consistent, you can typically use a shortened
note format after the first full citation. However, if the online content is dynamic or if there's a significant
time gap between references, it's best practice to include the full citation or at least the access date again to

ensure accuracy.

Q What if the geographic information I need is from a government
report? How do I cite that in Chicago style?

A: Government reports are cited like other published works. You would typically cite the issuing
government agency as the author, followed by the title of the report (italicized), the report number if

applicable, the place of publication, the publisher (often the government printing office), and the year. For



example: United States. Department of Commerce. Statistical Abstract of the United States. Washington,
D.C.: US. Government Printing Office, 2020.

Q I'm citing data from a specialized GIS shapefile. What's the best way to
do that in Chicago style?

A: Cite GIS shapefiles as datasets. Include the name of the data provider, the specific name of the shapefile,
its version or date, and the access URL or method of acquisition. For example: U.S. Census Bureau.
"TIGER/Line Shapefiles: 2022 National.\" Accessed October 26, 2023. Geography Network. [URL or DOI].
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