
chicago manual of style formatting for art
history essays
chicago manual of style formatting for art history essays is a critical component for students
and scholars aiming to present their research with academic rigor and clarity. Mastering these
guidelines ensures consistency, enhances readability, and lends authority to your work, particularly
within the nuanced field of art history. This comprehensive guide will demystify the application of
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for art history papers, covering essential elements from
citations and bibliographies to formatting specific art historical elements like artwork titles and
artist names. We will explore the intricacies of footnote/endnote usage versus in-text citations, the
proper conventions for referencing various types of sources commonly encountered in art history
research, and the stylistic choices that contribute to a polished academic presentation.
Understanding these formatting rules is not merely about following directives; it's about effectively
communicating your scholarly insights within established academic traditions.
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Understanding the Importance of Chicago Style in Art
History
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) has long been a preferred citation and formatting guide in
many humanities disciplines, and art history is no exception. Its detailed approach to referencing
and manuscript preparation provides a robust framework for scholarly communication. For art
history essays, adhering to CMOS ensures that your research is presented in a standardized,
recognizable format, making it easier for your readers—whether professors, peers, or fellow
scholars—to follow your arguments and verify your sources. This consistency is paramount in a field
that relies heavily on the careful attribution of images, the precise identification of artworks, and the
thorough examination of scholarly literature.



The adoption of CMOS in art history stems from its emphasis on clarity and comprehensiveness in
source citation. Art history research often involves a wide array of source materials, including books,
journal articles, exhibition catalogs, archival documents, and, crucially, visual media. The Chicago
Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for navigating this diverse landscape, ensuring that
each type of source is referenced accurately and informatively. By mastering these conventions, you
not only demonstrate your attention to detail but also contribute to the ongoing scholarly discourse
with credibility and professionalism.

Key Elements of Chicago Manual of Style for Art
History Essays
When preparing an art history essay using the Chicago Manual of Style, several core elements
demand particular attention. The system primarily relies on a notes-and-bibliography format, which
is highly favored in the humanities for its ability to provide detailed source information directly
alongside the text. This system involves using footnotes or endnotes to cite sources, followed by a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper. This approach allows for greater flexibility in
embedding descriptive or tangential information within the notes without disrupting the main
narrative of the essay.

Beyond citation mechanics, CMOS also governs stylistic choices related to the presentation of
artwork, artists, and other art historical terminology. This includes consistent methods for italicizing
artwork titles, using full names of artists upon first mention, and the proper formatting of dates and
dimensions. Understanding these nuances is crucial for producing a polished and academically
sound art history paper that meets the expectations of the discipline.

Citations: Notes and Bibliography System
The notes-and-bibliography system is the cornerstone of Chicago style for art history essays. This
system employs numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. Each footnote or endnote
corresponds to a superscript number placed in the text, typically at the end of a sentence or clause
that draws upon the source. The first time a source is cited, the note provides full bibliographical
information. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened to include the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page number.

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are gathered
at the end of the document, preceding the bibliography. While both are acceptable under CMOS,
footnotes are often preferred in art history for their immediate accessibility, allowing the reader to
quickly consult the source information without having to flip to the end of the paper. The specific
information required in a note varies depending on the source type, but generally includes author,
title, publication details, and page numbers.

In-Text Citations: Author-Date System (Less Common in Art
History)
While the notes-and-bibliography system is prevalent in art history, it's worth noting that CMOS also
offers an author-date system for in-text citations. This system involves parenthetical citations within
the text, such as (Author Year, Page), followed by a full bibliography. This method is more common



in the social sciences and some scientific disciplines. In art history, where detailed contextualization
and extensive quotation or paraphrase from sources are frequent, the notes-and-bibliography system
generally proves more practical and is thus overwhelmingly the preferred choice.

Formatting Artist Names and Artwork Titles
Consistent and correct formatting of artist names and artwork titles is vital in art history essays.
Artist names are typically presented in their full form on first mention in the text (e.g., "Leonardo da
Vinci"). Subsequent mentions can use the surname if it's unambiguous (e.g., "da Vinci"). Artwork
titles should be italicized, both in the text and in citations.

For example, a sentence might read: "Leonardo da Vinci's iconic painting, Mona Lisa, continues to
captivate viewers." When referring to the artwork in a footnote or bibliography, the italicization
remains consistent. If the artwork is by an artist whose name is the same as the artwork's title (e.g.,
a self-portrait by Michelangelo Buonarroti), the title should still be italicized to distinguish it. The
medium and date of the artwork are often included parenthetically after the title, for instance,
Guernica (oil on canvas, 1937).

Citing Visual Materials and Reproductions
Citing visual materials, such as photographs of artworks or digital reproductions, requires careful
attention in art history. When you reproduce an image within your essay (if permitted), you must
provide a caption that includes essential information. This caption typically appears below the image
and includes the artist's name, artwork title (italicized), date, medium, dimensions, and current
location. It also requires a source credit, often starting with "Photograph courtesy of..." or similar
phrasing, followed by the name of the institution or collection that provided the image, and the
accession number if available.

In your footnotes or bibliography, you will cite the source of the reproduction or the original artwork
itself. If you are discussing an artwork without reproducing it, your notes should cite the source
where you encountered information about the artwork, such as a book, article, or exhibition catalog.
If you are referencing a specific photograph of an artwork, you would cite that photograph's source,
in addition to information about the artwork itself. For example, a footnote might cite a photograph
from a museum website, including the website's URL and access date if applicable.

Creating a Bibliography or Works Cited List
The bibliography, appearing at the end of your art history essay, is an alphabetical listing of all the
sources you have cited in your notes. It serves as a valuable resource for your readers, allowing
them to locate the original sources for further research. The formatting of each entry in the
bibliography should mirror the information provided in the first note for that source, but with a
slight alteration in punctuation and order. Specifically, the author's last name is placed before their
first name, and the publication details are presented in a standard bibliographic format.

Each entry should be double-spaced, with a hanging indent for subsequent lines of the same entry.
The bibliography should include all types of sources cited: books, articles, exhibition catalogs,
websites, interviews, and any other relevant materials. Accuracy and completeness are paramount,
ensuring that every source is correctly formatted and all necessary details are present, which aids
significantly in the proper attribution of research and scholarly work within the art history field.



General Formatting and Manuscript Preparation
Beyond citations, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance on the overall presentation of your
manuscript. This includes requirements for margins, line spacing, font choices, and page numbering.
Generally, essays should be double-spaced throughout, including notes and the bibliography, and
use a standard, readable font such as Times New Roman or Arial, typically in 12-point size. Margins
should be adequate (usually one inch on all sides) to allow for annotations and binding.

Page numbers should appear at the top right of each page, starting with the first page of the text
(after any preliminary pages like a title page or table of contents, which may have Roman numerals
or no numbers). If your essay includes a title page, it is typically not numbered. The consistent
application of these manuscript preparation guidelines contributes to a professional appearance and
adheres to academic publishing standards, making your essay more accessible and easier to
evaluate.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices
One of the most frequent pitfalls in using Chicago style for art history essays is inconsistent citation
formatting, particularly with artwork titles and artist names. Always double-check that artwork titles
are italicized and that artist names are presented consistently. Another common error is omitting
crucial publication information for sources, such as the city of publication for books or the issue
number for journal articles. Taking the time to meticulously review your notes and bibliography
against the CMOS guidelines is essential.

A best practice is to maintain a running list of sources as you research, noting down all necessary
bibliographical information as you go. This proactive approach saves considerable time and reduces
the likelihood of errors during the final stages of writing. Familiarizing yourself with the specific
examples provided in the Chicago Manual of Style for art history-related sources, such as exhibition
catalogs or online museum collections, will also greatly enhance your accuracy and confidence in
applying the style.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by the
Chicago Manual of Style for art history essays?
A: The primary citation system recommended by the Chicago Manual of Style for art history essays
is the notes-and-bibliography system, which uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and a
bibliography at the end of the paper.

Q: Should artwork titles be italicized in art history essays
when using Chicago style?
A: Yes, artwork titles should always be italicized in art history essays when using Chicago style, both
within the text and in footnotes and bibliographies.



Q: How should an artist's name be formatted on its first
mention in an art history essay following Chicago style?
A: On its first mention, an artist's name should be formatted using their full name (e.g., "Sandro
Botticelli"). Subsequent mentions can use the surname if clear.

Q: What information is typically included in a footnote for a
book used in an art history essay?
A: A footnote for a book typically includes the author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized),
the place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s)
being cited.

Q: How do I cite a photograph of an artwork in my art history
essay using Chicago style?
A: To cite a photograph, you would typically cite the source of the photograph itself (e.g., a museum
website or a publication) and include details about the artwork being depicted. In the caption for a
reproduced image, you would list the artist, artwork title, date, medium, dimensions, location, and
the source of the photograph. In notes, you would cite the source where you found the photograph.

Q: Is it acceptable to use in-text citations (author-date) in an
art history essay adhering to Chicago style?
A: While the Chicago Manual of Style does offer an author-date system, the notes-and-bibliography
system is overwhelmingly preferred and more commonly used in art history due to its suitability for
detailed scholarly analysis.

Q: What are the general rules for manuscript formatting
(margins, spacing) in Chicago style?
A: General rules for manuscript formatting in Chicago style include double-spacing throughout the
text, notes, and bibliography, standard margins (usually 1 inch on all sides), and a readable 12-point
font.

Q: How should I create a hanging indent for bibliography
entries in Chicago style?
A: For a hanging indent, the first line of each bibliography entry begins at the left margin, and all
subsequent lines of that entry are indented (typically by 0.5 inches).



Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography at the end of an art
history essay?
A: The bibliography provides an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the essay, enabling readers to
locate and consult the original sources for further research and verification.

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same author
in my bibliography using Chicago style?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author, the entries are listed alphabetically by title. For
subsequent works by the same author, the author's name is replaced by three hyphens followed by a
period (---.) on its own line.

Chicago Manual Of Style Formatting For Art History Essays

Chicago Manual Of Style Formatting For Art History Essays

Related Articles
chicago manual of style in the digital age
chicago manual of style formatting template
chicago manual of style guide book 17th

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-026/chicago-manual-of-style-formatting-for-art-history-essays.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-026/chicago-manual-of-style-in-the-digital-age.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-026/chicago-manual-of-style-formatting-template.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-026/chicago-manual-of-style-guide-book-17th.pdf
https://www.chem.study

