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The Chicago Manual of Style for Online Journal Citations: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style for online journal citations is a critical component of academic and
professional writing, ensuring clarity, consistency, and proper attribution in scholarly discourse.
Navigating the nuances of citing digital resources, particularly online journals, requires a thorough
understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). This guide will demystify the process, offering
detailed explanations and practical examples for correctly formatting citations of articles found online.
We will cover the foundational principles of CMOS, the specific elements required for online journal
citations, and variations based on the type of online access and source. Mastering these guidelines is
essential for avoiding plagiarism and enhancing the credibility of your research.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Online Journals

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted style guide in the humanities and social
sciences, providing comprehensive rules for manuscript preparation and citation. When it comes to
online journal citations, CMOS emphasizes providing enough information for the reader to locate the
source with ease. This involves clearly identifying the author, the article, the journal in which it
appeared, and the specific means by which it was accessed online.

The manual offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. For academic papers, particularly in the humanities, the notes-bibliography system, utilizing
footnotes or endnotes, is more common. The author-date system is more prevalent in the sciences
and social sciences. Regardless of the system chosen, the underlying principles for constructing an
accurate citation remain consistent. The goal is always to guide the reader to the original source,
even when that source exists in a digital format.



Core Components of a Chicago Online Journal Citation

A robust Chicago-style citation for an online journal article typically includes several key pieces of
information. These components work together to precisely identify and locate the source. Missing any
crucial element can hinder a reader's ability to find the cited material. Therefore, meticulous attention
to detail is paramount when compiling your bibliography or reference list.

Author and Article Information

The citation begins with the author's name. For individual authors, this is usually presented as Last
Name, First Name. If an article has no byline, you begin the citation with the article title itself. It is
important to accurately record the full title of the article, including any subtitles, and to format it
according to CMOS guidelines, typically enclosed in quotation marks.

Journal Title and Publication Details

Following the article's title, the name of the journal is provided. Journal titles are italicized in Chicago
style. You will also need to include the volume and issue numbers, which are crucial for identifying
specific editions of the journal. The year of publication is also a critical piece of information, often
presented in parentheses.

Online Access Information

This is where citing online journals diverges significantly from print. You need to provide information
that allows the reader to access the article digitally. This can include a stable URL or, preferably, a
Digital Object Identifier (DOI).

The Role of DOIs and URLs

A DOI is a persistent identifier assigned to a digital object, ensuring that the link remains active even
if the original URL changes. Therefore, whenever available, a DOI is the preferred method for
indicating online access. If a DOI is not available, a stable, direct URL to the article is used.

When using a URL, it's important to provide the most direct link possible. Avoid linking to a journal's
homepage or a search results page. Instead, aim for the permalink to the specific article. CMOS
guidelines suggest including the date of access when citing online resources, especially if there is a
possibility of the content changing over time. This is typically presented as "accessed [Month Day,
Year]."



Formatting Author Names

In the bibliography, author names are listed with the last name first, followed by the first name. For
example, "Smith, John." If there are multiple authors, the first author's name is inverted, and
subsequent authors' names are listed in normal order (First Name Last Name). For three or more
authors, CMOS generally recommends listing the first author followed by "et al." in the notes, but in
the bibliography, all authors' names may be listed, or the first author followed by "et al." depending
on the specific edition of CMOS and publisher preferences.

Citing Articles with No Author

When an article lacks a specific author, the citation begins with the title of the article. The article title
is enclosed in quotation marks and followed by the journal title, volume, issue, date, and access
information, just as it would be if an author were listed. The absence of an author does not diminish
the need for complete bibliographic information.

Citing Articles with Multiple Authors

For articles with two or three authors, both author names are included in the bibliography, with the
first name inverted. For articles with four or more authors, the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition,
suggests listing the first author's name followed by "et al." in both notes and the bibliography. This
helps to keep bibliographies concise while still providing adequate attribution.

Handling Different Publication Dates

Online journals may have more frequent publication schedules than traditional print journals,
sometimes publishing articles as they are completed rather than in discrete issues. CMOS addresses
this by allowing for the inclusion of specific publication dates if available, in addition to the volume
and issue numbers. If only a year is available, that is used. The goal is to provide the most precise
date information possible.

When a Journal is Only Available Online

For journals that exist solely in digital format, the citation structure is similar to that for print journals
that have an online presence, but the emphasis on online access information becomes even more
critical. Since there is no print counterpart, the URL or DOI is the sole means of locating the
publication. The absence of a physical copy means the digital locator is indispensable for verification.



Citations for Articles Found in Databases

Many online journal articles are accessed through academic databases like JSTOR, Project MUSE, or
EBSCOhost. When citing an article found in a database, you should still include the journal title,
volume, issue, date, and DOI if available. If a DOI is not provided by the database, then a URL is used,
typically pointing to the database's landing page for that article. However, CMOS prioritizes DOIs
when they are present, even if the article is accessed via a database.

Footnotes and Endnotes vs. Bibliography Entries

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes or endnotes provide immediate citation for specific points
within the text. The first citation of a source in a note is typically longer and more detailed, including
all relevant publication information and access details. Subsequent citations of the same source are
usually shortened, often just including the author's last name, a shortened title, and page number or
relevant access information.

The bibliography entry, on the other hand, is a more comprehensive listing of all sources consulted,
presented in alphabetical order by the author's last name. Bibliography entries for online journal
articles follow the general format described, providing all necessary information for the reader to
locate the source independently. The bibliography entry is generally more complete than the first
note citation.

Examples of Chicago Manual of Style for Online Journal
Citations

Here are a few examples illustrating the principles discussed:

Article with DOI: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page numbers. DOI.

Article with URL and no DOI: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Article from a Database with DOI: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers. DOI.

Article from a Database with URL (no DOI): Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title."
Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL (database
name).

Article with no Author: "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.



These examples demonstrate the consistent application of CMOS principles to various online journal
citation scenarios. Adhering to these formats ensures that your research is presented professionally
and ethically.

Navigating Common Challenges in Online Citation

Even with clear guidelines, citing online journal articles can present unique challenges. Understanding
these potential pitfalls and how to address them can save considerable time and prevent errors.
These challenges often stem from the dynamic nature of the internet and the varying standards of
online journal publication.

Ensuring Source Credibility

When citing online journals, it is crucial to assess the credibility of the source. Not all online
publications are peer-reviewed or academically rigorous. Look for established journals with reputable
editorial boards, clear submission guidelines, and a history of scholarly publication. The Chicago
Manual of Style implicitly assumes the use of credible academic sources, so the onus is on the
researcher to make informed choices about what to cite.

Dealing with Article Revisions and Updates

The digital nature of online journals means articles can sometimes be revised or updated after initial
publication. If you are aware of such changes, it is best to cite the specific version you accessed and
note any significant revisions if they impact your argument. For most standard citations, however, you
will refer to the version as it existed at the time of your primary access.

Handling Pagination in Online Journals

Some online journals may not have traditional page numbers, or their pagination might differ from
their print counterparts. In such cases, CMOS allows for the use of section headings, paragraph
numbers, or other locators that help guide the reader to the specific part of the article being
referenced. If the article is part of a database that provides stable locators, these can be used.

Distinguishing Between Preprints and Published Articles

The rise of preprint servers has introduced another layer of complexity. Preprints are versions of
scholarly articles that have not yet undergone peer review. If you are citing a preprint, it is essential
to clearly label it as such, typically by including "preprint" after the article title or in a parenthetical
note. This distinguishes it from a formally published and peer-reviewed article.



The Chicago Manual of Style for online journal citations is a nuanced but essential aspect of scholarly
communication. By carefully applying these guidelines, writers can ensure their work is both well-
supported and easily verifiable, contributing to the integrity and clarity of academic discourse.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a print
journal article and an online journal article in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the inclusion of online access information. For online journal articles,
you must provide a stable URL or a DOI, and potentially the date of access, to help readers locate the
digital version of the article.

Q: When should I use a DOI versus a URL for an online journal
citation in Chicago style?
A: You should always prioritize using a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) when available. DOIs are
persistent identifiers that ensure the link remains active over time. Only use a URL if a DOI is not
provided for the article.

Q: How do I cite an online journal article that I found through
a university library database like JSTOR or EBSCOhost?
A: When citing an article from a database, include the journal title, volume, issue, date, and page
numbers as usual. If a DOI is available, use that. If no DOI is available, provide the URL of the article
within the database. Some style guides also recommend noting the name of the database.

Q: What is the correct way to format the author's name in a
Chicago style online journal citation bibliography entry?
A: In a bibliography entry, the author's last name is listed first, followed by their first name, separated
by a comma (e.g., Smith, John). If there are multiple authors, the first author's name is inverted, and
subsequent authors' names are listed in the standard first name last name format.

Q: How do I cite an online journal article that has no author
listed?
A: If an online journal article has no author, the citation begins with the title of the article. The article
title is enclosed in quotation marks and followed by the journal title, volume, issue, publication date,
and online access information.



Q: What information should I include if the online journal
article doesn't have clear volume or issue numbers?
A: If volume and issue numbers are not clearly indicated, omit them. Provide the most specific
publication information available, such as a publication date or a sequential article number, along
with the URL or DOI.

Q: Should I include the date I accessed an online journal
article in my Chicago style citation?
A: Yes, it is recommended to include the date of access when citing online resources, especially if the
content is likely to change or if there isn't a stable identifier like a DOI. This is typically formatted as
"Accessed [Month Day, Year]."

Q: How does Chicago style handle citations for articles
published in a journal that is only available online?
A: For journals that exist exclusively online, the citation format is largely the same as for print journals
that have an online presence, but the online access information (DOI or URL) becomes essential for
locating the source.

Q: What is the distinction between a footnote/endnote
citation and a bibliography entry for an online journal article
in Chicago style?
A: The first note citation for a source is typically more detailed than subsequent notes, and the
bibliography entry is a comprehensive listing of all sources. While both aim for accuracy, the
bibliography entry is designed to be a standalone locator, while notes provide immediate citation
within the text.
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