
chicago manual of style for online article citations

The Chicago Manual of Style for online article citations is an indispensable guide for academics,

researchers, and writers aiming for clarity, consistency, and credibility in their work. This

comprehensive style manual provides detailed instructions on how to properly cite a vast array of

online sources, ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers to locate the original material with

ease. Mastering these citation methods is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and upholding scholarly

integrity, particularly in today's digital landscape where information is abundant and easily accessible.

This article will delve into the intricacies of citing online articles according to the Chicago style,

covering both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems, and offering practical examples to

illustrate the principles. We will explore how to handle various types of online articles, from journal

articles to blog posts, and discuss the essential elements required for accurate citation.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography

system and the author-date system. Both are widely accepted in academic and professional writing,

but they serve slightly different purposes and are preferred in different disciplines. The notes-



bibliography system, often used in the humanities, relies on footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a

comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system, more common in the

sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name

and the publication date, also followed by a reference list.

For online article citations, both systems require specific formatting to ensure that readers can easily

access the original source. The fundamental goal remains the same: to provide enough information to

identify and locate the cited material without disrupting the flow of the text. Understanding the nuances

of each system is the first step toward effectively implementing Chicago style for your online articles.

Citing Online Journal Articles

Citing online journal articles presents a common challenge due to the dynamic nature of online content

and the availability of various access points. The Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for

this, distinguishing between articles accessed through a library database and those found on the

journal's own website or elsewhere online.

Articles Accessed Through Library Databases

When citing a journal article found through a subscription-based library database like JSTOR,

ProQuest, or EBSCOhost, the Chicago Manual of Style prioritizes information that helps the reader

locate the article within that specific database context. This typically includes the author(s), article title,

journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page numbers, followed by the name of

the database.

For the notes-bibliography system, a note would include these elements, and the bibliography entry

would be similar. For the author-date system, the in-text citation would contain the author and date,

and the reference list entry would incorporate all the necessary details. The inclusion of the database

name is crucial, though the URL is often omitted since direct access can be problematic for users

without institutional subscriptions.



Articles Accessed Directly Online (Open Access)

If an online journal article is freely accessible on the journal's website or a repository like PubMed

Central, the citation should include the author(s), article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers,

publication date, and crucially, a stable URL or a Digital Object Identifier (DOI). The DOI is preferred

as it provides a persistent link to the article, even if the URL changes.

The structure will vary slightly between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, but the

inclusion of the DOI or URL is paramount for discoverability. This ensures that readers can retrieve the

article without needing a specific database subscription. Page numbers might be omitted for articles

that are designed for online viewing and do not have fixed pagination.

Citing Online Magazine and Newspaper Articles

Citing online articles from magazines and newspapers follows similar principles to journal articles,

emphasizing accessibility and accuracy. The key difference lies in the typical publication structure and

the type of information readily available.

Online Magazine Articles

For online magazine articles, the citation should include the author(s) (if available), the article title, the

magazine title, the publication date (month and day are often included for magazines), and a URL or

DOI. Since magazines are periodicals and often less rigidly structured than academic journals, the

focus is on providing a clear path to the specific article.

In the notes-bibliography system, the note would present this information, and the bibliography entry

would be a more detailed version. For the author-date system, the in-text citation would point to the

author and date, with the reference list entry containing the full details, including the URL. When no

author is listed, the title of the article begins the citation.



Online Newspaper Articles

Citing online newspaper articles requires attention to the date of publication, as newspapers are daily

or weekly publications. Include the author(s) (if known), the article title, the newspaper title, the full

publication date (month, day, year), and the URL. If the article is part of a specific section, that can

also be noted.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity in locating the article. Therefore, a direct URL is

essential. For the notes-bibliography system, a footnote would cite the article, and a corresponding

bibliography entry would be created. The author-date system would use parenthetical citations, and the

reference list would include the complete information, including the URL and publication date.

Citing Web Pages and Blog Posts

Web pages and blog posts represent a broad category of online content, and Chicago style provides

flexibility in how they are cited. The primary goal is to identify the author (or organization), the title of

the specific page or post, the name of the website or blog, and the publication or last modified date,

along with a URL.

General Web Pages

For general web pages, such as those from organizations or government bodies, the citation includes

the author (or corporate author), the title of the specific page, the name of the overall website, the

publication or last modified date, and the URL. If a publication date is not readily available, the access

date can be included, especially if the content is likely to change.

The notes-bibliography system would use a footnote for the citation and a corresponding entry in the

bibliography. The author-date system would use parenthetical citations and a reference list entry. The

URL is critical for locating these types of sources.



Blog Posts

Citing blog posts is similar to citing general web pages, but often includes more specific information

related to the blog's format. Include the author's name (or pseudonym), the title of the blog post, the

name of the blog, the publication date, and the URL. If the blog post is part of a series, that might also

be noted.

The accessibility of blog posts makes the URL a vital component of the citation. Both citation systems

require this information, ensuring readers can find the specific post being referenced. When citing a

comment on a blog post, additional details about the commenter and the date of the comment would

be necessary.

Key Elements of an Online Article Citation

Regardless of the specific type of online article or the citation system used, several core elements are

consistently required to create a complete and accurate Chicago-style citation. These elements ensure

that the reader has all the necessary information to identify and retrieve the source.

Author(s): The name(s) of the individual(s) or organization(s) responsible for creating the

content.

Title: The specific title of the article, web page, or blog post.

Publication Title: The name of the journal, magazine, newspaper, or website.

Publication Date: The date the article was published or the page was last updated.

URL: The direct web address of the online content.

DOI (Digital Object Identifier): If available, this is preferred over a URL for academic articles as it



provides a stable link.

Database Name: For articles accessed through subscription databases.

Access Date: Sometimes included if the publication date is unclear or if the content is prone to

frequent changes.

The Importance of DOI and URLs

In the realm of online article citations, the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) and the Uniform Resource

Locator (URL) are paramount for ensuring source discoverability. The DOI is a unique alphanumeric

string assigned to a digital object, such as an academic article, that serves as a persistent identifier.

When a journal article is published online, it is often assigned a DOI, which acts as a permanent link

to the content, even if the website's structure changes or the article is moved.

The URL, or web address, is also critical for locating online articles. However, URLs can be more

fragile than DOIs. They can change, break, or become inaccessible over time, especially for content

hosted on dynamic websites. Therefore, Chicago style recommends using a DOI whenever available

for academic articles. For other types of online content, a stable and direct URL is essential. When

providing a URL, it should be the most direct link to the content itself, rather than a homepage or a

login page.

Author-Date System for Online Articles

The author-date system in Chicago style is characterized by brief parenthetical citations within the text,

typically including the author's last name and the year of publication, like (Smith 2023). This is followed

by a reference list at the end of the work that provides full bibliographic details for each cited source.

For online articles, the reference list entry must contain sufficient information for the reader to locate

the original material.



A typical reference list entry for an online journal article in the author-date system might look like:

Smith, John. 2023. "The Impact of Digital Media." Journal of Online Studies 45 (2): 112–128.

https://doi.org/10.1000/jost.2023.45.2.112. For web pages, it could be: World Health Organization.

2023. "Global Health Trends." Last modified October 26, 2023.

https://www.who.int/global-health-trends.

Notes-Bibliography System for Online Articles

The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a

corresponding bibliography at the end of the document. Footnotes and endnotes are numbered

consecutively throughout the work and appear at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of

the document (endnotes). The bibliography provides a comprehensive list of all sources cited,

arranged alphabetically by author's last name.

In the notes-bibliography system, the first note for a particular source typically includes full

bibliographic information, while subsequent notes for the same source are shortened. A typical first

note for an online journal article might be: 1. John Smith, "The Impact of Digital Media," Journal of

Online Studies 45, no. 2 (2023): 115, https://doi.org/10.1000/jost.2023.45.2.112. A bibliography entry

for the same article would be: Smith, John. "The Impact of Digital Media." Journal of Online Studies

45, no. 2 (2023): 112–128. https://doi.org/10.1000/jost.2023.45.2.112. For web pages, the note might

be: 2. World Health Organization, "Global Health Trends," last modified October 26, 2023,

https://www.who.int/global-health-trends.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of Style for Online

Article Citations

Q: What is the primary difference between citing an online journal



article found in a database versus one accessed directly online?

A: When an online journal article is accessed through a subscription-based library database, the

citation typically includes the database name but omits the URL. This is because direct access is often

restricted. Conversely, articles accessed directly online, such as through open access repositories or

the journal's own website, require the inclusion of a stable URL or DOI for discoverability by any

reader.

Q: When should I use a DOI versus a URL for an online article citation?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style strongly recommends using a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) whenever

one is available for an online article, especially academic journal articles. DOIs are persistent

identifiers that ensure a stable link to the content, even if the website structure changes. A URL should

be used when a DOI is not available.

Q: Do I need to include the access date for all online article citations

in Chicago style?

A: The inclusion of an access date is generally recommended for online content that is likely to change

or be updated frequently, such as web pages or blog posts, especially if a clear publication or last

modified date is not readily available. For more stable online content like academic journal articles with

a clear publication date, the access date is often omitted.

Q: How do I cite an online article where the author is not listed?

A: If an online article lacks a named author, you should begin the citation with the title of the article.

The rest of the citation elements, such as the publication title, date, and URL, will follow in the

standard format for the type of source.



Q: What is the difference between the notes-bibliography system and

the author-date system for online articles?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive

bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author-date) and a

reference list at the end. Both systems require the same core bibliographic information for online

articles, but the presentation within the text and the final list differs.

Q: How do I cite an online newspaper article that has been updated?

A: For an online newspaper article that has been updated, it is best to cite the most current version.

Include the date of the original publication if it is clearly indicated, along with the date of the most

recent update or revision. The URL should link to the most recent version of the article.

Q: Should I include the name of the website for a blog post citation?

A: Yes, when citing a blog post, you should always include the name of the blog as the publication

title. This helps readers distinguish between different blogs and locate the specific source more

effectively.

Q: What are the essential elements for citing a web page in Chicago

style?

A: Essential elements for citing a web page include the author (or organizational author), the title of the

specific page, the name of the website, the publication or last modified date, and the URL. If no

publication date is available, an access date is often included.
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