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The Chicago Manual of Style for
Literary Magazines: A Comprehensive
Guide
chicago manual of style for literary magazines serves as an indispensable
bedrock for editors, writers, and publishers aiming for clarity, consistency,
and professionalism. Navigating its intricacies ensures that submissions are
polished and adhere to established standards, thereby enhancing the
credibility and readability of any literary journal. This guide delves into
the core principles of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as they
specifically apply to the unique demands of literary magazines, covering
everything from manuscript preparation and punctuation to citation practices
and stylistic nuances. Understanding these guidelines is crucial for
fostering a smooth editorial process and presenting compelling literary works
to a discerning audience.
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Introduction to CMOS in Literary Publishing
The Chicago Manual of Style, often abbreviated as CMOS or CMS, is a widely
respected style guide that provides comprehensive recommendations for
writing, editing, and formatting. For literary magazines, adopting a



consistent style guide is paramount. It not only ensures uniformity across
diverse submissions but also reflects a commitment to editorial excellence.
CMOS is a preferred choice for many literary journals due to its detailed
approach to handling complex grammatical situations, its flexibility, and its
historical significance in American publishing.

Literary magazines often deal with creative works where authors may employ
unconventional stylistic choices. CMOS, while prescriptive, also offers
guidance on how to approach such situations, balancing adherence to rules
with respect for authorial intent. Understanding how to apply CMOS principles
to fiction, poetry, essays, and book reviews is a key aspect of successful
literary magazine production. This involves not just knowing the rules but
also understanding the rationale behind them, allowing editors to make
informed decisions when exceptions might be warranted.

Manuscript Preparation and Formatting
The initial submission of a manuscript to a literary magazine often benefits
from adherence to basic formatting guidelines that align with CMOS
principles. While specific journals may have their own submission guidelines,
understanding the foundational elements of manuscript preparation according
to CMOS can streamline the process for both authors and editors. This
includes aspects such as margins, spacing, font choices, and indentation.

Font and Spacing
CMOS generally recommends using a clear, readable font such as Times New
Roman or Arial, in a standard size like 12-point. Double-spacing is often
preferred for readability during the editorial process, allowing ample room
for annotations. While authors might submit in single-spaced format for
brevity, it's good practice for editors to work with double-spaced documents,
mirroring CMOS recommendations for manuscript submission.

Indentation and Paragraphs
Paragraphs should typically be indented according to CMOS guidelines. The
standard recommendation is to indent the first line of each paragraph by 0.5
inches. For block quotes or longer passages that need to be set apart, CMOS
specifies a different indentation style, typically 1 inch from the left
margin, with single-spacing and no indentation on the first line of
subsequent paragraphs unless it's a direct continuation of a quoted sentence.
This distinction is crucial for maintaining visual clarity and adhering to
established conventions.



Page Numbering
Consistent page numbering is another important aspect of manuscript
preparation. CMOS suggests placing page numbers at the top right or bottom
center of each page. This practice, along with a clear title page, helps in
organizing the manuscript and referencing specific sections during editing
and production.

Punctuation and Grammar Essentials
Punctuation and grammar are the cornerstones of clear communication, and CMOS
provides exceptionally detailed guidance on these matters. For literary
magazines, consistent and correct punctuation is vital for conveying the
intended tone and rhythm of a piece, especially in creative writing.

Commas and Serial Commas
One of the most debated punctuation marks is the serial comma (also known as
the Oxford comma). CMOS strongly advocates for the use of the serial comma in
a series of three or more items. For example, "apples, oranges, and bananas."
This practice helps to avoid ambiguity. While some publications omit it,
consistent application of CMOS’s preference for the serial comma lends
clarity and professionalism to literary works.

Apostrophes and Possessives
CMOS offers clear rules for forming possessives, including irregular nouns
and plural nouns. For singular nouns ending in s, the general rule is to add
’s (e.g., "Charles's book"). For plural nouns ending in s, simply add an
apostrophe (e.g., "the writers' workshop"). Special attention is given to
possessives of proper nouns and pronouns, ensuring consistency across all
submitted texts.

Quotation Marks
CMOS has specific guidelines for the placement of punctuation with quotation
marks. Generally, periods and commas go inside the closing quotation mark,
while colons and semicolons go outside. Question marks and exclamation points
go inside or outside depending on whether they are part of the quoted
material itself. This rule is critical for accurate representation of
dialogue and quoted passages.



Hyphens and Dashes
Distinguishing between hyphens, en dashes, and em dashes is crucial. CMOS
clarifies that hyphens are used to join words (e.g., "well-known"), en dashes
are used for ranges (e.g., "pages 10–15" or "May–June"), and em dashes are
used for abrupt breaks in thought or to set off parenthetical information.
Proper use of these marks significantly impacts the flow and readability of
prose.

Stylistic Considerations for Literary Content
Literary magazines often feature a wide array of genres, from short fiction
and poetry to essays and critical reviews. CMOS provides guidance on
stylistic choices that are particularly relevant to these forms of writing.

Poetry Formatting
Poetry presents unique formatting challenges. CMOS offers advice on how to
handle line breaks, stanza breaks, and capitalization within poems. While
authors often have specific intentions regarding their lineation, editors
must ensure that the printed format accurately reflects the poem's structure
and adheres to a consistent display style within the magazine. This includes
how to represent enjambment and caesura clearly.

Handling Dialogue
Proper formatting of dialogue in prose is essential for reader engagement.
CMOS dictates the use of quotation marks and the placement of attribution
tags (e.g., "he said," "she asked"). Consistent application of these rules
prevents confusion and maintains the narrative flow. Furthermore, CMOS
addresses issues like interrupted dialogue and the use of em dashes to signal
shifts or hesitations.

Figurative Language and Diction
While CMOS does not dictate word choice in a prescriptive literary sense, it
does provide guidelines for maintaining clarity and avoiding common
grammatical errors that can detract from powerful language. Editors often
rely on CMOS to ensure that figurative language, while creative, remains
accessible and effectively communicated to the reader. This includes advice
on when to italicize or use quotation marks for coined terms or foreign
phrases.



Citations and Bibliographical References
Literary magazines that publish critical essays, book reviews, or scholarly
articles will inevitably require a robust system for citations. CMOS offers
two primary systems: notes and bibliography, and author-date. For most
literary journals, the notes and bibliography system is more commonly
employed.

Notes and Bibliography System
This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the
text. Each note contains full publication information for the first citation
of a source, and shortened forms for subsequent citations. A bibliography at
the end of the work lists all cited sources alphabetically. CMOS provides
meticulous detail on how to format entries for books, articles, websites, and
various other media, ensuring accuracy and completeness.

In-Text Citations
For essays and reviews that require referencing other works, CMOS provides
clear guidance on how to integrate citations smoothly. This might involve
short parenthetical citations that refer to the full bibliography, or it
might involve incorporating the information directly into the prose without
formal notes, depending on the specific requirements of the publication and
the nature of the content being discussed.

Formatting Specific Sources
CMOS excels in detailing how to format citations for a vast array of source
types. This includes:

Books (including different editions and translated works)

Journal articles (print and online)

Newspaper articles

Websites and online resources

Works of art and music

Adherence to these detailed formatting instructions ensures that the
magazine's scholarly apparatus is as polished as its literary content.



Digital Publishing and CMOS
In the contemporary publishing landscape, literary magazines increasingly
operate online. CMOS has kept pace with these changes, offering guidance on
digital-specific issues related to style and formatting.

Online Citations
Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail. CMOS provides
rules for including URLs, access dates, and DOI (Digital Object Identifier)
numbers where applicable. Ensuring that links are correct and that online
sources are accurately described is crucial for the credibility of digital
literary publications.

Web Typography
While CMOS primarily addresses print, its principles can be adapted for
digital environments. This includes considerations for font readability on
screens, the use of headings and subheadings to break up text, and the
appropriate use of images and multimedia. The goal remains clarity and an
accessible reading experience, regardless of the medium.

Social Media and Online Content
As literary magazines engage with readers through social media and online
platforms, CMOS offers advice on consistent branding and communication. While
informal, even online interactions can benefit from a foundation of clear
language and professional tone, principles that CMOS champions throughout its
extensive guide. This also extends to how to format and present digital-first
content like blog posts or online essays.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of using the Chicago
Manual of Style for literary magazines?
A: The primary purpose is to ensure consistency, clarity, and professionalism
in published works, providing a standardized framework for editors and
writers to follow, which enhances the overall quality and credibility of the
magazine.



Q: Does CMOS have specific rules for formatting
poetry submissions?
A: Yes, CMOS offers guidance on aspects like line breaks, stanza breaks, and
capitalization within poems, helping to ensure that the visual presentation
accurately reflects the author's intent and maintains editorial consistency.

Q: How does CMOS handle the serial comma (Oxford
comma) in lists within literary magazines?
A: CMOS strongly advocates for the use of the serial comma in lists of three
or more items, believing it helps to prevent ambiguity and improve clarity in
sentences.

Q: What are the main differences between en dashes
and em dashes according to CMOS, and why is this
important for literary magazines?
A: An en dash is used for ranges (like dates or numbers), while an em dash
signifies an abrupt break in thought or parenthetical information. Correct
usage is crucial for the flow and grammatical integrity of prose in literary
works.

Q: Which citation system does CMOS recommend for
literary magazines that publish academic or review
content?
A: For literary magazines, the notes and bibliography system (using footnotes
or endnotes) is generally more common and recommended by CMOS over the
author-date system.

Q: How does CMOS address the challenges of citing
online sources for digital literary publications?
A: CMOS provides detailed instructions for citing online sources, including
the inclusion of URLs, access dates, and DOIs, to ensure accuracy and proper
attribution in digital formats.

Q: Are there specific CMOS guidelines for formatting
dialogue in fiction published in literary magazines?
A: Yes, CMOS offers clear rules on using quotation marks and attribution tags
(e.g., "he said") for dialogue, and how to handle interrupted dialogue or



shifts in conversation to maintain narrative clarity.

Q: Can CMOS be applied to stylistic choices in
creative nonfiction and essays published in literary
journals?
A: Absolutely. While CMOS respects authorial voice, it provides a framework
for clear language, proper punctuation, and consistent formatting that
underpins effective creative nonfiction and essay writing.
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