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TITLE: MASTERING LITERARY ELLIPSIS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR LITERARY ELLIPSIS

CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR LITERARY ELLIPSIS PROVIDES A NUANCED FRAMEWORK FOR WRITERS AND EDITORS NAVIGATING
THE DELICATE ART OF OMISSION IN PROSE. THIS AUTHORITATIVE GUIDE OFFERS CLEAR, CONSISTENT STANDARDS FOR EMPLOYING
ELLIPSIS POINTS TO SIGNAL THE OMISSION OF WORDS, PHRASES, OR ENTIRE SENTENCES WITHIN A QUOTATION, OR TO INDICATE
A PAUSE OR TRAILING THOUGHT WITHIN ORIGINAL NARRATIVE. UNDERSTANDING THESE GUIDELINES IS CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING
TEXTUAL INTEGRITY, ENHANCING READABILITY, AND CONVEYING SUBTLE NARRATIVE EFFECTS. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO
THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF USING ELLIPSES ACCORDING TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL, COVERING THEIR APPLICATION IN QUOTATIONS,
ORIGINAL WRITING, AND SPECIFIC STYLISTIC CONSIDERATIONS THAT ENHANCE CLARITY AND IMPACT. \WE WILL EXPLORE THE
DIFFERENT TYPES OF ELLIPSES, THEIR GRAMMATICAL PLACEMENT, AND COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID, ENSURING WRITERS CAN
CONFIDENTLY INTEGRATE THESE POWERFUL PUNCTUATION MARKS INTO THEIR LITERARY ENDEAVORS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE ELLIPSIS: PURPOSE AND USAGE

THe ELLIPSIS, REPRESENTED BY THREE EVENLY SPACED PERIODS (), IS A VERSATILE PUNCTUATION MARK WITH DISTINCT
APPLICATIONS IN BOTH ACADEMIC AND CREATIVE WRITING. |TS PRIMARY FUNCTION IS TO INDICATE THE OMISSION OF TEXT. IN
QUOTATIONS, IT SIGNALS THAT MATERIAL HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT OUT TO SHORTEN THE PASSAGE OR TO REMOVE
IRRELEVANT INFORMATION WITHOUT ALTERING THE ORIGINAL MEANING. IN ORIGINAL WRITING, THE ELLIPSIS SERVES TO REPRESENT
A PAUSE, HESITATION, OR A THOUGHT THAT TRAILS OFF, ADDING A LAYER OF NUANCE AND EMOTIONAL DEPTH TO THE
NARRATIVE.

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE (CMOS) PROVIDES DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO USE ELLIPSES CORRECTLY,
EMPHASIZING CLARITY AND CONSISTENCY. W/HETHER EMPLOYED TO STREAMLINE A LENGTHY QUOTE OR TO CAPTURE THE RHY THM
OF SPOKEN THOUGHT, THE ELLIPSIS IS A POWERFUL TOOL IN A WRITER'S ARSENAL. | TS PROPER APPLICATION ENSURES THAT THE
READER UNDERSTANDS THE INTENDED MEANING AND FLOW OF THE TEXT, DISTINGUISHING BET\WEEN DELIBERATE OMISSIONS AND
INCOMPLETE SENTENCES.

THe THree-PerioD ELLIPSIS

THE STANDARD ELLIPSIS CONSISTS OF THREE PERIODS. CHICAGO STYLE DICTATES SPECIFIC SPACING AROUND THESE PERIODS.



TYPICALLY, A SPACE PRECEDES AND FOLLOWS THE ELLIPSIS ITSELF, UNLESS THE ELLIPSIS BEGINS OR ENDS A SENTENCE. For
INSTANCE, IF OMITTING WORDS FROM THE MIDDLE OF A SENTENCE, THE STRUCTURE WOULD BE: “THe QUICK BROWN FOX...JUMPS
OVER THE LAZY DOG.” |F OMITTING WORDS AT THE END OF A SENTENCE, THE SENTENCE'S TERMINAL PUNCTUATION PRECEDES THE
ELLIPSIS, WITH A SPACE BEFORE THE ELLIPSIS: “THe QUICK BROWN FOX JUMPS OVER THE LAZY poa...".

THIS CONSISTENT SPACING IS ESSENTIAL FOR READABILITY AND ADHERENCE TO STYLISTIC CONVENTIONS. DEVIATIONS CAN
CREATE VISUAL CLUTTER AND MISINTERPRET THE INTENDED PAUSES OR OMISSIONS. THE MANUAL OFFERS CLEAR EXAMPLES FOR
THESE SCENARIOS, ENSURING THAT WRITERS CAN APPLY THE RULE UNIFORMLY ACROSS THEIR W ORK.

ELLiPsis wITH Four Periobs (Periob PrLus ELLIPSIS)

A LESS COMMON BUT IMPORTANT VARIATION ADDRESSED BY THE CHICAGO MANUAL INVOLVES AN ELLIPSIS THAT SIGNIFIES THE
OMISSION OF ONE OR MORE SENTENCES FROM A QUOTATION, OR WHEN THE OMISSION OCCURS AT THE END OF A QUOTED
SENTENCE AND THE SUBSEQUENT TEXT IS A NEW SENTENCE. IN THIS CASE, THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE'S TERMINAL PUNCTUATION
(USUALLY A PERIOD) IS RETAINED, FOLLOWED BY A SPACE, AND THEN THE ELLIPSIS. THIS RESULTS IN FOUR PERIODS ()

FOR EXAMPLE, IF A QUOTE ENDS WITH “ THE DOG BARKED LOUDLY.” AND YOU WISH TO OMIT THE NEXT SENTENCE, ” THE CAT
RAN AWAY,” YOU WOULD PRESENT IT AS: “THE DOG BARKED LOUDLY.... THE BIRDS TOOK FLIGHT.” THIS METHOD CLEARLY
INDICATES THAT AN ENTIRE SENTENCE OR MORE HAS BEEN REMOVED BETWEEN THE QUOTED SEGMENTS.

ELLIPSIS IN QUOTATIONS: OMISSION AND INTEGRITY

ONE OF THE MOST COMMON AND CRITICAL USES OF THE ELLIPSIS IS IN QUOTING SOURCE MATERIAL. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF
STYLE OFFERS PRECISE GUIDANCE TO ENSURE THAT THE OMISSION OF TEXT FROM QUOTATIONS IS DONE ETHICALLY AND
ACCURATELY, PRESERVING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR'S INTENT WHILE ADAPTING THE MATERIAL FOR A NEW CONTEXT. THE GOAL IS
TO AVOID MISREPRESENTATION AND TO CLEARLY SIGNAL TO THE READER WHERE TEXT HAS BEEN REMOVED.

OMITTING WoRrDS WITHIN A SENTENCE

\WHEN OMITTING WORDS FROM THE MIDDLE OF A SINGLE QUOTED SENTENCE, THE ELLIPSIS IS USED TO MARK THE OMISSION. AS
PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED, THE ELLIPSIS ITSELF IS TYPICALLY SURROUNDED BY SPACES. THE MANUAL RECOMMENDS THIS
APPROACH FOR CLARITY AND AESTHETIC BALANCE. FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE IS “SHE WALKED TO THE STORE,
BOUGHT SOME MILK, AND THEN RETURNED HOME,” AND YOU WISH TO OMIT “BOUGHT SOME MILK AND THEN,” YOU WOULD WRITE:
“SHE WALKED TO THE STORE...RETURNED HOME.”

THIS PRACTICE ENSURES THAT THE QUOTED MATERIAL, EVEN WITH OMISSIONS, READS SMOOTHLY AND DOES NOT DISRUPT THE
FLOW OF YOUR OWN PROSE. |T’S VITAL TO ENSURE THAT THE SHORTENED QUOTATION STILL MAKES GRAMMATICAL SENSE AND
CONVEYS THE INTENDED MEANING OF THE ORIGINAL.

OMITTING MATERIAL AT THE BEGINNING OR END OF A QUOTATION

THE CHICAGO MANUAL CLARIFIES HOW TO HANDLE OMISSIONS AT THE BEGINNING OR END OF A QUOTATION. I[F YoU oMIT
MATERIAL FROM THE BEGINNING OF A QUOTED SENTENCE, YOU GENERALLY DO NOT USE AN ELLIPSIS. THE ASSUMPTION IS THAT
THE READER UNDERSTANDS THAT THE QUOTATION MAY NOT BEGIN WITH THE FIRST WORD OF THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE.
HO\X/EVER, IF OMITTING MATERIAL FROM THE END OF A QUOTED SENTENCE, AN ELLIPSIS IS USED, FOLLOWED BY A SPACE, BEFORE
THE CLOSING QUOTATION MARK.



FOR INSTANCE, IF THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE IS “HE QUICKLY GATHERED HIS BELONGINGS AND LEFT THE BUILDING WITHOUT A
WORD,” AND YOU QUOTE ONLY “HE QUICKLY GATHERED HIS BELONGINGS...,” YOU WOULD FORMAT IT WITH THE ELLIPSIS BEFORE
THE CLOSING QUOTATION MARK: “HE QUICKLY GATHERED HIS BELONGINGS...”. THIS CLEARLY INDICATES THAT THE SENTENCE
WAS NOT COMPLETE IN THE ORIGINAL SOURCE.

OMITTING ENTIRE SENTENCES

\WHEN OMITTING ONE OR MORE FULL SENTENCES BETWEEN QUOTED PASSAGES, THE FOUR-PERIOD CONSTRUCTION (PERIOD
FOLLOWED BY AN ELLIPSIS) IS EMPLOYED. THIS SIGNIFIES A MORE SUBSTANTIAL GAP IN THE ORIGINAL TEXT. FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE
ORIGINAL PASSAGE CONTAINS THREE SENTENCES AND YOU WISH TO QUOTE THE FIRST AND THIRD, OMITTING THE SECOND, YOU
WOULD USE THE FOUR-PERIOD MARK: “THE EXPERIMENT YIELDED REMARKABLE RESULTS. THE TEAM CELEBRATED THEIR SUCCESS.
FURTHER ANALYSIS IS PENDING.” BECOMES: " THE EXPERIMENT YIELDED REMARKABLE RESULTS.... FURTHER ANALYSIS IS PENDING.”

THIS DISTINCTION IS CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING FIDELITY TO THE SOURCE MATERIAL, INFORMING THE READER ABOUT THE EXTENT
OF THE OMISSION. |T PREVENTS THE READER FROM ASSUMING THAT THE QUOTED SENTENCES WERE IMMEDIATELY CONSECUTIVE IN
THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT.

ELLIPSIS IN ORIGINAL W/RITING: PAUSES, HESITATIONS, AND UNFINISHED
THOUGHTS

BEYOND ITS ROLE IN QUOTATIONS, THE ELLIPSIS IS A POWERFUL TOOL FOR INJECTING REALISM, CONVEYING EMOTION, AND
SHAPING THE RHYTHM OF ORIGINAL PROSE. IN CREATIVE WRITING, IT CAN REPRESENT A CHARACTER'S HESITATION, A TRAILING
THOUGHT, AN UNSPOKEN IMPLICATION, OR A DELIBERATE PAUSE IN DIALOGUE OR NARRATION. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON USING ELLIPSES IN THESE INSTANCES TO ENSURE CLARITY AND STYLISTIC EFFECTIVENESS.

INDICATING PAUSES AND HESITATIONS

IN DIALOGUE OR INTERNAL MONOLOGUE, AN ELLIPSIS CAN EFFECTIVELY CONVEY A CHARACTER'S UNCERTAINTY, NERVOUSNESS,
OR A MOMENT OF CONTEMPLATION BEFORE SPEAKING. FOR EXAMPLE, A CHARACTER MIGHT SAY, “I'M NOT SURE... | THINK WE
SHOULD WAIT.” THIS USAGE ADDS A LAYER OF PSYCHOLOGICAL REALISM, ALLOWING THE READER TO PERCEIVE THE
CHARACTER'S INNER STATE. THE PAUSE CREATED BY THE ELLIPSIS CAN BE JUST AS SIGNIFICANT AS THE WORDS SPOKEN.

SIMILARLY, IN NARRATION, AN ELLIPSIS CAN SIGNAL A DELIBERATE PAUSE FOR DRAMATIC EFFECT OR TO BUILD SUSPENSE. THE
WRITER USES THIS PUNCTUATION TO CONTROL THE PACING OF THE NARRATIVE, DRAWING THE READER’S ATTENTION TO WHAT
FOLLOWS OR WHAT IS LEFT UNSAID.

REPRESENTING TRAILING THOUGHTS OR INCOMPLETE STATEMENTS

AN ELLIPSIS CAN ALSO INDICATE THAT A THOUGHT OR STATEMENT IS INCOMPLETE, EITHER INTENTIONALLY LEFT UNFINISHED BY
THE SPEAKER OR NARRATOR, OR TRAILING OFF DUE TO INTERRUPTION OR FADING CONSCIOUSNESS. FOR INSTANCE, A CHARACTER
MIGHT MUSE, “IF ONLY | HAD KNOWN...” OR A NARRATIVE MIGHT DESCRIBE A FADING MEMORY: “THE DAYS BLURRED INTO WEEKS...
AND THEN...” THIS USAGE INVITES THE READER TO FILL IN THE UNSPOKEN, CREATING A MORE INTERACTIVE READING EXPERIENCE.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS TECHNIQUE RELIES ON THE CONTEXT. THE READER SHOULD BE ABLE TO INFER THE LIKELY
CONTINUATION OR THE REASON FOR THE TRAILING THOUGHT. OVERUSE CAN DILUTE ITS IMPACT, SO JUDICIOUS APPLICATION IS
KEY.



CREATING AMBIGUITY OR IMPLICATION

IN LITERARY CONTEXTS, ELLIPSES CAN BE USED TO SUGGEST MEANINGS THAT ARE NOT EXPLICITLY STATED, FOSTERING
AMBIGUITY OR HINTING AT UNDERLYING TENSIONS. A CHARACTER’S REMARK FOLLOWED BY AN ELLIPSIS MIGHT IMPLY UNSPOKEN
CRITICISM, UNEXPRESSED AFFECTION, OR A VEILED THREAT. For EXAMPLE, “HE LOOKED AT THE EMPTY CHAIR... AND SMILED.” THE
ELLIPSIS HERE INVITES SPECULATION ABOUT THE NATURE OF THAT SMILE AND WHAT IT SIGNIFIES IN RELATION TO THE EMPTY
CHAIR.

THIS SUBTLE TECHNIQUE ALLOWS WRITERS TO CONVEY COMPLEX EMOTIONS AND SUBTEXT, ENCOURAGING THE READER TO
ENGAGE MORE DEEPLY WITH THE NARRATIVE AND ITS CHARACTERS. IT IS A SOPHISTICATED TOOL THAT, WHEN USED ARTFULLY,
CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE RICHNESS OF THE PROSE.

STYLISTIC CONSIDERATIONS AND BEST PRACTICES

WHILE THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE PROVIDES THE FOUNDATIONAL RULES FOR USING ELLIPSES, WRITERS AND EDITORS
ALSO CONSIDER STYLISTIC NUANCES TO MAXIMIZE THEIR IMPACT AND MAINTAIN A PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION. THE GOAL IS
TO ENSURE THAT THE ELLIPSIS SERVES THE PROSE EFFECTIVELY WITHOUT BECOMING A CRUTCH OR A DISTRACTION.

ConNsIsTENCY IS Key

THE MOST IMPORTANT STYLISTIC CONSIDERATION IS MAINTAINING CONSISTENCY. \WHETHER YOU ARE USING ELLIPSES IN
QUOTATIONS OR IN YOUR OWN WRITING, APPLY THE RULES UNIFORMLY THROUGHOUT YOUR MANUSCRIPT. INCONSISTENT USE
OF SPACING OR THE FOUR-PERIOD MARK CAN CONFUSE READERS AND UNDERMINE THE PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR W ORK.

THIS CONSISTENCY EXTENDS TO THE PLACEMENT AND NUMBER OF PERIODS. ALWAYS ADHERE TO THE STANDARD OF THREE
PERIODS FOR OMISSIONS WITHIN A SENTENCE OR PAUSES, AND THE FOUR-PERIOD MARK FOR OMITTED SENTENCES IN QUOTATIONS.
THIS PREDICTABILITY HELPS READERS FOCUS ON THE CONTENT RATHER THAN BEING DISTRACTED BY PUNCTUATION VARIATIONS.

\WHeN NoT To UsEe ELLIPSES

[T IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE WHEN AN ELLIPSIS IS NOT NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE. FOR INSTANCE, IF A SENTENCE
NATURALLY CONCLUDES AND NO OMISSION OR TRAILING THOUGHT IS INTENDED, DO NOT INSERT AN ELLIPSIS. OVERUSING
ELLIPSES, EVEN FOR LEGITIMATE PURPOSES, CAN LEAD TO A CHOPPY OR TENTATIVE READING EXPERIENCE. THE POWER OF THE
ELLIPSIS LIES IN ITS SELECTIVE AND INTENTIONAL APPLICATION.

SIMILARLY, IF THE OMISSION OF WORDS FROM A QUOTATION DOES NOT AFFECT THE GRAMMAR OR MEANING OF THE SENTENCE IN
ITS NEW CONTEXT, AN ELLIPSIS MAY NOT BE REQUIRED. THE MANUAL ENCOURAGES JUDGMENT BASED ON THE OVERALL CLARITY
AND INTEGRITY OF THE QUOTED MATERIAL WITHIN THE SURROUNDING TEXT.

BALANCING OMISSION WITH CLARITY

THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF USING AN ELLIPSIS IS TO ENHANCE CLARITY AND CONVEY MEANING EFFECTIVELY. WHEN OMITTING TEXT
FROM QUOTATIONS, ENSURE THAT THE SHORTENED VERSION ACCURATELY REFLECTS THE ORIGINAL SENTIMENT AND IS
GRAMMATICALLY SOUND. IN ORIGINAL WRITING, USE ELLIPSES TO CREATE PAUSES OR IMPLY THOUGHTS JUDICIOUSLY, SO THAT
THEIR EFFECT IS DELIBERATE AND UNDERSTANDABLE TO THE READER.



W/RITERS SHOULD ALWAYS REREAD THEIR WORK WITH THE ELLIPSIS IN MIND, ASKING WHETHER ITS USE CONTRIBUTES POSITIVELY
TO THE NARRATIVE FLOW, CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, OR THE ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF SOURCE MATERIAL. IF AN ELLIPSIS
CREATES CONFUSION OR DETRACTS FROM THE OVERALL MESSAGE, IT MAY BE BEST TO REVISE THE PASSAGE.

CoMMON ErrRORS TO Avolid WHEN USING ELLIPSES

DESPITE THE CLEAR GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, CERTAIN COMMON ERRORS CAN UNDERMINE THE
EFFECTIVENESS AND ACCURACY OF ELLIPSIS USAGE. AW ARENESS OF THESE PITFALLS CAN HELP WRITERS PRODUCE POLISHED AND
PROFESSIONAL \¥ORK.

INCORRECT SPACING

ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENT ERRORS IS INCORRECT SPACING AROUND THE ELLIPSIS. AS ESTABLISHED, THE STANDARD IS A SPACE
BEFORE AND AFTER THE ELLIPSIS (...), UNLESS IT BEGINS OR ENDS A SENTENCE. FAILING TO MAINTAIN THIS SPACING CAN MAKE THE
TEXT APPEAR CLUTTERED OR GRAMMATICALLY INCORRECT. FOR EXAMPLE, WRITING “THE QUICK BROWN FOX..JUMPS” IS
GENERALLY PREFERRED OVER “THE QUICK BROWN FOX..JUMPS” OR “THE QUICK BROWN FOX... JUMPS.”

SIMILARLY, OMITTING THE SPACE AFTER THE FINAL PERIOD IN A SENTENCE BEFORE THE FOUR-PERIOD ELLIPSIS (E.G./ “THe DOG
BARKED LOUDLY.... THE CAT RAN A\X/AY”> IS A COMMON MISTAKE THAT DISRUPTS THE VISUAL FLOW AND MISREPRESENTS THE
INTENDED SEPARATION.

OVERUSE OF ELLIPSES

A PERVASIVE ERROR, PARTICULARLY IN CREATIVE WRITING, IS THE OVERUSE OF ELLIPSES. \Y/HILE EFFECTIVE FOR INDICATING
PAUSES OR TRAILING THOUGHTS, THEIR FREQUENT APPEARANCE CAN CREATE A SENSE OF INDECISION, HESITATION, OR
VAGUENESS THAT MAY NOT BE INTENDED, OR IT CAN SIMPLY MAKE THE PROSE FEEL CHOPPY AND AMATEURISH. EACH ELLIPSIS
SHOULD SERVE A DISTINCT NARRATIVE OR GRAMMATICAL PURPOSE.

W/RITERS SHOULD CRITICALLY ASSESS WHETHER EACH ELLIPSIS IS TRULY NECESSARY. OFTEN/ A COMMA, A DASH, OR A SIMPLE
SENTENCE STRUCTURE CAN CONVEY THE INTENDED MEANING MORE EFFECTIVELY AND WITH GREATER IMPACT.

MISREPRESENTING SOURCE MATERIAL

PERHAPS THE MOST SERIOUS ERROR IS USING ELLIPSES IN QUOTATIONS IN A WAY THAT DISTORTS THE ORIGINAL MEANING OR
INTENT OF THE AUTHOR. OMITTING WORDS OR SENTENCES WITHOUT CAREFUL CONSIDERATION CAN INADVERTENTLY CHANGE THE
TONE, EMPHASIS, OR FACTUAL ACCURACY OF THE QUOTED MATERIAL. IT IS THE WRITER'S RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT ANY
ABRIDGED QUOTATION REMAINS FAITHFUL TO THE SOURCE.

THIS REQUIRES A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT AND A COMMITMENT TO ETHICAL QUOTATION PRACTICES.
ALWAYS VERIFY THAT THE SHORTENED QUOTATION, WHEN READ IN ITS NEW CONTEXT, STILL ACCURATELY CONVEYS WHAT
THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR INTENDED TO COMMUNICATE.

UsING ELLIPSES INSTEAD OF OTHER PUNCTUATION

ANOTHER COMMON MISTAKE IS USING AN ELLIPSIS WHERE ANOTHER PUNCTUATION MARK WOULD BE MORE APPROPRIATE. FOR



EXAMPLE, A DASH (_) IS OFTEN BETTER SUITED FOR INDICATING A SHARP BREAK IN THOUGHT, AN INTERRUPTION, OR A
PARENTHETICAL REMARK. USING AN ELLIPSIS FOR THESE PURPOSES CAN DILUTE THE INTENDED EFFECT AND CREATE A LESS PRECISE
EXPRESSION.

FOR INSTANCE, IF A CHARACTER IS INTERRUPTED MID-SENTENCE, A DASH IS GENERALLY THE MORE APPROPRIATE MARK: | WAS
GOING TO SAY—" RATHER THAN | WAS GOING TO SAY..."”. SIMILARLY, IF A SENTENCE SIMPLY TRAILS OFF WITHOUT A SPECIFIC
PAUSE OR HESITATION, IT MIGHT BE BETTER LEFT AS A FRAGMENTED SENTENCE OR A STATEMENT IMPLYING INCOMPLETENESS
THROUGH CONTEXT, RATHER THAN AN EXPLICIT ELLIPSIS.

THe FAQ SecTioN

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF USING ELLIPSES IN LITERARY WRITING
ACCORDING TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE?

A: ACCORDING TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE/ THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF USING ELLIPSES IN LITERARY WRITING IS TO
INDICATE THE OMISSION OF WORDS, PHRASES, OR SENTENCES FROM QUOTATIONS, AND TO REPRESENT PAUSES, HESITATIONS, OR
TRAILING THOUGHTS IN ORIGINAL NARRATIVE PROSE.

Q: HOw MANY PERIODS CONSTITUTE AN ELLIPSIS IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: IN CHIcAGO STYLE, A STANDARD ELLIPSIS CONSISTS OF THREE PERIODS () A VARIATION USED TO INDICATE THE OMISSION
OF ONE OR MORE FULL SENTENCES IN A QUOTATION INVOLVES FOUR PERIODS:. THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE'S TERMINAL PUNCTUATION
FOLLOWED BY AN ELLIPSIS ()

Q: SHOULD THERE BE SPACES AROUND AN ELLIPSIS IN CHICAGO STYLE WHEN OMITTING
WORDS FROM THE MIDDLE OF A SENTENCE?

A: YES, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GENERALLY DICTATES THAT THERE SHOULD BE A SPACE BEFORE AND AFTER THE

ELLIPSIS WHEN OMITTING WORDS FROM THE MIDDLE OF A SENTENCE. FOR EXAMPLE: “THE CAT SAT ON THE MAT...AND THEN FELL
"

ASLEEP.

Q: How poes THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE HANDLE OMISSIONS AT THE END OF A
QUOTED SENTENCE?

A: \WHEN OMITTING MATERIAL FROM THE END OF A QUOTED SENTENCE, CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRES AN ELLIPSIS FOLLOWED BY A
SPACE AND THEN THE CLOSING QUOTATION MARK. FOR INSTANCE: “"SHE WAS HAPPY TO SEE HIM...”

QZ CAN ELLIPSES BE USED TO INDICATE UNCERTAINTY OR HESITATION IN DIALOGUE?

A: ABSOLUTELY. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE SANCTIONS THE USE OF ELLIPSES IN ORIGINAL WRITING TO REPRESENT
PAUSES, HESITATIONS, OR TRAILING THOUGHTS IN DIALOGUE AND NARRATION, ADDING NUANCE AND REALISM TO CHARACTER
PORTRAYAL AND NARRATIVE FLOW.

QI IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE AN ELLIPSIS TO SHORTEN A QUOTATION SIGNIFICANTLY ’
EVEN IF IT ALTERS THE ORIGINAL EMPHASIS?

A: NOI IT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE STRONGLY ADVISES AGAINST USING ELLIPSES IN A WAY THAT
DISTORTS THE ORIGINAL MEANING, EMPHASIS, OR INTENT OF THE SOURCE MATERIAL. ACCURACY AND INTEGRITY ARE PARAMOUNT.



Q: WHEN OMITTING ENTIRE SENTENCES BETWEEN QUOTED PASSAGES, WHAT IS THE
CORRECT PUNCTUATION?

A: W/HEN OMITTING ONE OR MORE ENTIRE SENTENCES BETWEEN QUOTED PASSAGES, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE REQUIRES
A FOUR-PERIOD CONSTRUCTION: THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE'S TERMINAL PUNCTUATION FOLLOWED BY A SPACE AND THEN THE
ELLIPSIS. THIS IS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS A PERIOD PLUS AN ELLIPSIS.

Q: CAN | USE ELLIPSES IN MY OWN WRITING TO CREATE DRAMATIC PAUSES?

A: YES, IN ORIGINAL WRITING, ELLIPSES CAN BE USED JUDICIOUSLY TO CREATE DRAMATIC PAUSES, BUILD SUSPENSE, OR INDICATE
UNSPOKEN IMPLICATIONS, PROVIDED THEY ENHANCE THE NARRATIVE AND DO NOT DISRUPT THE FLOW OR CLARITY OF THE PROSE.

Q: WHAT IS A COMMON ERROR REGARDING ELLIPSES IN QUOTATIONS?

A: A COMMON ERROR IS MISREPRESENTING THE ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL BY USING ELLIPSES IN A WAY THAT CHANGES THE
AUTHOR'S MEANING OR EMPHASIS. W/RITERS MUST ENSURE THEIR ABRIDGED QUOTATIONS REMAIN FAITHFUL TO THE ORIGINAL
INTENT.
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