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The Chicago Manual of Style for Environmental Studies: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style for environmental studies provides the foundational framework for
clear, consistent, and credible academic writing in this vital interdisciplinary field. Environmental
studies, by its very nature, draws upon diverse methodologies and perspectives from the natural
sciences, social sciences, and humanities. Effectively communicating research, analysis, and policy
recommendations requires adherence to a standardized citation and writing style. This guide will
delve into the essential aspects of applying the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) to the unique
demands of environmental scholarship, covering everything from citation formats for various
sources to best practices in terminology and data presentation. Understanding these principles is
crucial for researchers, students, and professionals aiming to contribute meaningfully to the
discourse on environmental challenges and solutions.
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Core Citation Principles in Chicago Style
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for managing citations: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. For many environmental studies disciplines,
particularly those leaning towards the humanities and social sciences, the notes-bibliography system
is often preferred. This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and a
bibliography at the end of the work to list all sources consulted. The author-date system, more
common in scientific disciplines, uses parenthetical citations in the text (Author Year, Page) and a
reference list at the end. The choice of system should ideally align with the conventions of the
specific journal, publisher, or academic department where the work will be submitted, but
understanding both is beneficial for comprehensive environmental research.

Regardless of the chosen system, the fundamental principle is to provide sufficient information for
the reader to locate the original source accurately and efficiently. This involves meticulous attention
to detail for every element of a citation, including author names, titles, publication dates, page
numbers, and publisher information. For environmental studies, this also means accurately
representing the origin of data, methodologies, and theoretical frameworks, which often come from
a wide array of source types, from peer-reviewed scientific articles to government reports and grey
literature.



Citing Environmental Sources: Specific Examples
Environmental studies research frequently involves a diverse range of source materials, each
requiring specific citation treatment under the Chicago Manual of Style. Scholarly articles in
environmental science journals, for instance, will follow standard journal article formats, but sources
unique to the field, such as government reports, technical documents, and datasets, necessitate
careful handling.

Journal Articles for Environmental Science
When citing peer-reviewed journal articles, which form the backbone of much environmental
research, the notes-bibliography system typically requires the author(s)' full name(s), the article
title, the journal title, the volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page range. For
subsequent citations or when referring to a specific section, a page number is essential.

In a footnote: First Name Last Name, “Article Title,” Journal Name Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number.

In a bibliography entry: Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Journal Name Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page Number.

Government and Agency Reports
Reports from government agencies (e.g., EPA, NOAA, IPCC) or international bodies are critical for
environmental policy analysis and data. These often have specific authors (sometimes an agency
rather than individuals), report numbers, and publication dates that must be accurately recorded. It
is crucial to identify the issuing agency clearly.

In a footnote: Issuing Agency, Report Title (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Report
Number, Page Number.

In a bibliography entry: Issuing Agency. Report Title. Report Number. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Books and Book Chapters on Environmental Topics
Academic books and chapters within edited volumes are also common. For environmental studies,
these might cover topics ranging from ecological theory to environmental ethics and policy. The
citation format for books involves author(s), title, publication location, publisher, and year. For
chapters, the chapter author(s), chapter title, book title, editor(s), and page range of the chapter are
also required.

Book Footnote: Author First Name Last Name, Book Title (City of Publication: Publisher, Year),
Page Number.



Book Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Chapter Footnote: Chapter Author First Name Last Name, “Chapter Title,” in Book Title, ed.
Editor First Name Last Name (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number.

Chapter Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. “Chapter Title.” In Book Title, ed. Editor First
Name Last Name, Page Range. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Datasets and Online Resources
Increasingly, environmental research relies on publicly available datasets, online databases, and
other digital resources. Citing these accurately is vital for reproducibility and transparency. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for citing web pages, including the author or
organization, title of the specific page or document, website name, publication or last updated date,
and the URL with an access date.

Online Resource Footnote: Author/Organization, “Title of Page/Document,” Website Name,
Publication/Last Updated Date, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Online Resource Bibliography: Author/Organization. “Title of Page/Document.” Website Name.
Publication/Last Updated Date. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Environmental Research
The notes-bibliography system in CMOS uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations. This is
particularly useful in environmental studies where extensive contextual information, methodological
clarifications, or secondary source elaborations might be necessary without interrupting the main
narrative flow. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, while endnotes are collected at the end
of the document before the bibliography. Both serve the same citation purpose.

In environmental research, footnotes can be invaluable for providing detailed citations for complex
sources, such as lengthy government reports or multi-authored edited volumes. They can also be
used to offer supplementary explanations about environmental models, statistical methods, or
historical environmental events that are relevant but not central to the primary argument.
Consistent application and clear formatting of these notes are paramount for academic integrity and
reader comprehension.

Bibliographies and Works Cited for Environmental
Studies
A comprehensive bibliography or works cited list is a non-negotiable component of any academic
work in environmental studies. This section provides an alphabetical listing of all sources that were



cited in the text, allowing readers to easily identify and access the scholarly foundation of the
research. The format for entries in the bibliography mirrors that of the second and subsequent
citations in footnotes or endnotes, ensuring consistency.

For environmental studies, the bibliography will often be diverse, reflecting the interdisciplinary
nature of the field. It might include scientific journal articles, books on ecology and conservation,
policy documents from governmental organizations, reports from non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), interviews with environmental practitioners, and even archival materials related to
environmental movements. Ensuring all these disparate source types are formatted correctly
according to CMOS is crucial for a professional and credible presentation.

Formatting Data and Figures in Environmental
Scholarship
Environmental studies frequently relies on the visual representation of data through charts, graphs,
maps, and tables to illustrate trends, relationships, and spatial distributions. The Chicago Manual of
Style provides guidelines for integrating these visual elements effectively within the text, ensuring
clarity and proper attribution.

Tables and figures should be numbered consecutively (e.g., Table 1, Figure 1) and have clear,
descriptive titles. They should be placed as close as possible to their first mention in the text. Any
source for the data presented in a table or figure must be cited, either directly within the
table/figure caption or in a note associated with it. For example, if a graph depicts climate change
projections from a specific IPCC report, the citation for that report must be clearly indicated.

Beyond basic formatting, it is important for environmental researchers to consider the clarity and
accessibility of their visual data. This includes appropriate labeling of axes, legends, and units of
measurement, ensuring that the data is not only present but also understandable to a broad
academic audience, even those outside the immediate sub-discipline. Effective data visualization is a
powerful tool in environmental communication.

Language and Terminology for Environmental Writing
The precision of language is particularly critical in environmental studies, where terms can have
specific scientific, ecological, or policy-related meanings. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes
clarity, conciseness, and consistency in writing, which extends to the judicious use of terminology.

Environmental researchers must be mindful of using accurate and up-to-date scientific terminology.
Terms like "biodiversity," "ecosystem services," "carbon sequestration," or "sustainability" should be
employed correctly and consistently throughout a document. When introducing specialized terms,
especially those that might be unfamiliar to a general academic audience, it is often beneficial to
provide a brief definition or context within the text or a footnote. Avoiding jargon where simpler
language suffices is also a key principle of good writing advocated by CMOS.

Furthermore, environmental writing often involves navigating sensitive and evolving concepts. For



instance, discussions around climate change, endangered species, or pollution require careful and
objective language, avoiding emotive or biased phrasing. The goal is to present research and
analysis in a factual and impartial manner, allowing the evidence to speak for itself. CMOS
encourages writers to be aware of their audience and to tailor their language accordingly, ensuring
that complex environmental issues are communicated effectively and responsibly.

Navigating Specific Environmental Disciplines within
CMOS
The broad scope of environmental studies means that different sub-disciplines may have slightly
varying interpretations or emphases on certain CMOS guidelines. For instance, researchers focusing
on the natural sciences, such as ecology or atmospheric science, might lean more towards the
author-date citation system, aligning with conventions in fields like physics or biology. This system
prioritizes the temporal aspect of research and the lineage of scientific ideas.

Conversely, scholars working in environmental policy, environmental ethics, or environmental
history often find the notes-bibliography system more conducive to their narrative and analytical
styles. This system allows for more detailed textual elaboration in footnotes and a more
comprehensive overview of influential works in the bibliography, which is beneficial for historical or
philosophical arguments. It is always advisable to consult the specific style guide requirements of
the intended publication venue or academic program to ensure full compliance.

Understanding the nuances of how CMOS can be adapted while maintaining its core principles of
accuracy and clarity is key. The flexibility of the manual allows for its application across the diverse
methodological landscapes of environmental scholarship. Whether detailing complex scientific
methodologies or analyzing the social impacts of environmental degradation, CMOS provides the
structure for coherent and authoritative communication.

Ethical Considerations in Environmental Research
Writing
Beyond stylistic elements, the Chicago Manual of Style implicitly underpins ethical research
practices by emphasizing accuracy, transparency, and intellectual honesty. In environmental studies,
this translates into responsible data handling, proper attribution of all sources, and avoiding
plagiarism. When reporting on environmental fieldwork, for example, it is crucial to be precise about
methodologies, sample sizes, and potential limitations of the study.

The ethical imperative in environmental research writing also extends to how findings are
presented, particularly when they have significant policy implications. A commitment to scholarly
integrity means accurately reflecting the scientific consensus or acknowledging areas of uncertainty
and ongoing debate. This is vital for building trust with policymakers, the public, and fellow
researchers. Adhering to the meticulous citation and formatting standards of CMOS is a tangible
demonstration of this commitment to ethical scholarly conduct.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by the
Chicago Manual of Style for environmental studies?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems: notes-bibliography and author-date. For
environmental studies, the notes-bibliography system is often favored in fields that lean towards
humanities and social sciences, while the author-date system is more common in scientific sub-
disciplines. The specific choice often depends on the publication venue's guidelines.

Q: How should I cite an Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) report using the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: Citing an IPCC report typically follows the format for government or agency reports. You would
include the issuing body (IPCC), the full report title, the year of publication, and any relevant report
numbers or working group designations. For example, in a footnote: Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I
to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2021).

Q: What are the best practices for citing environmental
datasets in Chicago style?
A: When citing environmental datasets, it is important to include the dataset title, the data producer
or repository, the version number if applicable, the date of publication or access, and the URL or
persistent identifier (like a DOI). For example, a footnote might look like: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, “Sea Surface Temperature Data,” NOAA National Centers for
Environmental Information, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/products/ocean-heat-content.

Q: How do I format a citation for a scientific journal article on
ecology in the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: For an ecology journal article using the notes-bibliography system in Chicago style, a footnote
would typically include: Author First Name Last Name, “Article Title,” Journal Name Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page Number. For the bibliography entry, it would be: Last Name, First Name. “Article
Title.” Journal Name Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number.

Q: Can the Chicago Manual of Style be adapted for citing grey
literature in environmental studies, such as NGO reports?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style is highly adaptable for grey literature. NGO reports should be
cited similarly to government reports, including the name of the organization, the title of the report,
the year of publication, and any specific report series or accession numbers. Always aim to provide
enough information for the reader to locate the document.



Q: What is the role of footnotes and endnotes in
environmental research writing according to CMOS?
A: Footnotes and endnotes in CMOS serve to provide in-text citations and can also be used for
supplementary explanations, methodological clarifications, or contextual details without disrupting
the main text's flow. This is especially useful in interdisciplinary environmental studies where
detailed background information might be beneficial.

Q: How should I handle citations for interviews with
environmental scientists or policymakers in Chicago style?
A: For interviews, Chicago style typically requires noting the interviewee's name, the date of the
interview, and the interviewer (often yourself or the author). If the interview is unpublished, indicate
this and mention where it is archived or available. For example: John Smith, interview by Author,
October 25, 2023. Unpublished interview, Author's possession.

Q: What is the significance of consistent terminology in
environmental writing when using the Chicago Manual of
Style?
A: Consistent terminology is vital in environmental writing for clarity and credibility, a principle
reinforced by CMOS. Using precise scientific or policy-related terms accurately and uniformly
throughout a document ensures that the research is understood as intended and avoids ambiguity on
critical environmental concepts.
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