
chicago manual of style for citing books with
prologues
The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected guide for academic and professional writing, and
mastering its nuances is crucial for anyone aiming for clarity and credibility. This article delves
specifically into the intricacies of the chicago manual of style for citing books with prologues,
providing a comprehensive guide for writers and researchers. We will explore the distinct approaches
to citing prologues within the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system, addressing
common challenges and offering precise examples. Understanding these conventions ensures proper
attribution and allows readers to easily locate your sources. Whether you're a seasoned scholar or a
new academic, this detailed explanation will equip you with the knowledge to accurately cite books
featuring prologues according to Chicago style guidelines.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Citing
Books with Prologues

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers clear guidelines for citing various components of published
works, including prologues. A prologue, distinct from a preface or introduction, is a narrative section
that precedes the main body of a story or text, often setting the scene or providing background.
Properly citing a prologue is essential for academic integrity, allowing readers to trace the origin of
your information and ensuring that the original author receives due credit for their contribution. The
CMOS recognizes that prologues, while part of the larger book, may sometimes require specific
citation details.

The core principle behind any citation is to provide enough information for your reader to locate the
source accurately. When dealing with prologues, this means identifying not only the book itself but
also the specific contribution of the prologue, especially if it's a standalone piece or attributed to a
different author than the main work. The style manual provides two primary systems for citation: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system, each with its own set of rules for
incorporating prologue information.

Navigating these rules can seem complex, but by breaking down the process into manageable steps,
it becomes straightforward. This guide will illuminate the specific requirements for each system,
offering practical examples to demystify the process of citing books that feature prologues under the
Chicago Manual of Style.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Citing Books with
Prologues

The notes-bibliography system is favored in many humanities disciplines. It utilizes footnotes or
endnotes for citations within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. When
citing a prologue in this system, the focus is on providing detailed information in the note, with a
corresponding, though often slightly abridged, entry in the bibliography.

First Footnote/Endnote Reference for a Prologue

The initial citation of a prologue in a footnote or endnote should be as complete as possible. This
ensures that the reader has all the necessary information to find the source without ambiguity. The
format generally includes the author of the prologue (if different from the main book author), the title
of the prologue (if it has one), the title of the book, the publication details, and the page number(s)
where the prologue appears.

A typical format for a footnote or endnote citing a prologue might look like this:

For a prologue written by the same author as the main work:



Jane Doe, The Lost Kingdom (New York: Sterling Press, 2022), prologue, 5–12.

For a prologue written by a different author:

John Smith, "The Echo of Time," in Jane Doe, The Lost Kingdom (New York: Sterling Press, 2022),
prologue, 5–12.

It is crucial to note whether the prologue is explicitly titled. If it is not, you can simply refer to it as
"prologue." The page numbers are essential for pinpointing the exact location of the prologue.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote References for a Prologue

Once a source has been cited fully in a note, subsequent references to the same source can be
shortened for brevity and efficiency. This applies to prologues as well. The abbreviated citation should
still be clear enough to identify the specific source. Generally, this involves using the author's last
name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number(s).

If the prologue was by the same author as the main work and cited fully in a previous note, a
subsequent note might read:

Doe, Lost Kingdom, prologue, 25.

If the prologue was by a different author, the subsequent note would reference that author and the
main work:

Smith, "Echo of Time," in Doe, Lost Kingdom, 30.

The key is to ensure that even the shortened note clearly distinguishes this prologue from any other
part of the book or from other works by the same author.

Bibliography Entry for a Prologue

The bibliography entry provides a consolidated list of all sources used in your work. For a prologue,
the bibliography entry should include the author of the prologue, the title of the prologue (if
applicable), the title of the main book, and publication information. If the prologue is by the same
author as the main work, it is often cited as part of the main book entry, though some scholars choose
to list it separately if it's a significant standalone piece.

When the prologue is by the same author as the main work:

Doe, Jane. The Lost Kingdom. New York: Sterling Press, 2022.

In this case, the prologue is understood to be part of the main work and is not typically given a



separate entry unless it's a distinct published piece later included in the book.

When the prologue is by a different author:

Smith, John. "The Echo of Time." In The Lost Kingdom, by Jane Doe, 5–12. New York: Sterling
Press, 2022.

This format clearly attributes the prologue to its author and situates it within the larger work.

The Author-Date System for Citing Books with
Prologues

The author-date system, common in the sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text
citations and a reference list at the end of the document. Citing prologues in this system requires
similar principles of clarity and attribution.

In-Text Citations for Prologues

In the author-date system, in-text citations appear directly within the text, typically in parentheses,
and include the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by page numbers. When
citing a prologue, the author of the prologue should be identified, along with the publication year and
page number.

If the prologue is by the same author as the main work:

(Doe 2022, prologue, 8)

If the prologue is by a different author:

(Smith 2022, 8)

In the second example, the primary author of the book would be listed in the reference list, but the in-
text citation correctly attributes the specific information from the prologue to its actual author.

Reference List Entry for a Prologue

The reference list in the author-date system mirrors the bibliography in the notes-bibliography
system, providing full details for every source cited in the text. For prologues, the entry should reflect
the authorship and the context of the prologue within the book.



When the prologue is by the same author as the main work:

Doe, Jane. 2022. The Lost Kingdom. New York: Sterling Press.

Similar to the notes-bibliography system, the prologue is considered part of the main work and
isn't usually listed separately unless it has a distinct title and is treated as a standalone
contribution.

When the prologue is by a different author:

Smith, John. 2022. "The Echo of Time." In The Lost Kingdom, by Jane Doe, 5–12. New York:
Sterling Press.

This format clearly identifies the author of the prologue, its title, and its placement within the larger
edited or authored work.

Common Challenges and Considerations in Citing
Prologues

While the guidelines for citing prologues are generally clear, writers may encounter specific situations
that require careful consideration. Understanding these nuances ensures accurate and consistent
citation practices according to the Chicago Manual of Style.

Distinguishing Prologues from Introductions

A common point of confusion is the difference between a prologue and an introduction or preface. A
prologue is typically a narrative piece that precedes the main story, often in a fictional work, setting
the stage or providing background. An introduction, on the other hand, is usually a non-narrative
piece that precedes the main text, offering context, analysis, or an overview of the content. Prefaces
are often written by the author of the main work to discuss their motivations or the book's genesis.
Chicago style treats these differently; prologues, especially narrative ones, are often cited with their
specific title or simply as "prologue," while introductions might be cited with their title or as
"introduction," and prefaces as "preface."

Handling Anonymous Prologues

In instances where a prologue is published anonymously, the citation method adjusts to reflect the
lack of an author's name. In both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, the title of the
prologue (if it has one) or the term "prologue" will move to the author position in the citation. If the
prologue is part of a larger work by a known author, you would still cite the book author, but indicate



the anonymous prologue clearly.

Notes-Bibliography Example (anonymous prologue by a different author):

“The Whispering Shadow,” in Mysteries of the Deep, by Clara Bellweather, prologue, 1–5.

Author-Date Example (anonymous prologue by a different author):

("Whispering Shadow" 2023, 1)

Reference List: "Whispering Shadow." 2023. In Mysteries of the Deep, by Clara Bellweather, 1–5.
London: Oceanic Press.

Citing Prologues in Anthologies or Collections

Citing a prologue that appears within an anthology or a collection of works requires careful attention
to attribution and the structure of the collection. You must identify the author of the prologue, the title
of the prologue, the title of the anthology/collection, and the editor(s) or compiler(s) of the collection,
along with the relevant page numbers.

Notes-Bibliography Example:

Arthur Conan Doyle, "The Adventure of the Speckled Band," in Classic Detective Stories, ed.
Eleanor Vance, prologue, 45–50. New York: Classic Books, 2021.

Author-Date Example:

(Doyle 2021, prologue, 45)

Reference List: Doyle, Arthur Conan. 2021. "The Adventure of the Speckled Band." In Classic
Detective Stories, edited by Eleanor Vance, prologue, 45–50. New York: Classic Books.

This layered citation ensures that both the individual contribution of the prologue and its context
within the larger collection are accurately represented.

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for citing books with prologues ensures precision and
professionalism in academic and professional writing. By understanding the distinctions between the
notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and by carefully considering unique citation scenarios,
writers can effectively attribute sources and enhance the credibility of their work.



Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of Style
for Citing Books with Prologues

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a prologue
and a preface in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, a prologue is often a narrative segment that precedes the main body of a fictional
work, setting the scene or providing background. A preface, conversely, is typically a non-narrative
section written by the author of the main work to discuss the book's creation, purpose, or context.
Citations will reflect these distinctions, with prologues sometimes treated as discrete narrative units
and prefaces as authorial remarks.

Q: Do I need to cite a prologue if it's written by the same
author as the main book?
A: Yes, you still need to cite a prologue even if it's written by the same author as the main book,
especially if it's a narrative piece that precedes the primary text. The citation ensures clarity and
allows readers to locate the specific section you are referencing, particularly if it's a named prologue
or appears on distinct pages.

Q: How should I cite a prologue if it doesn't have a title?
A: If a prologue does not have a specific title, you should refer to it simply as "prologue" in your
citation, as demonstrated in the examples provided for both the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems. The important information remains the author, the book title, the publication details, and the
page number.

Q: What if the prologue is in an edited collection, and the
prologue author is different from the book's editor?
A: When citing a prologue from an edited collection where the prologue author differs from the editor,
you must clearly attribute the prologue to its author and then identify the collection and its editor(s).
This involves listing the prologue author first, followed by the title of the prologue (if it has one), the
title of the collection, the editor's name(s), and then the publication details.

Q: Can a prologue be cited in the same way as a chapter in
Chicago style?
A: While both prologues and chapters are distinct parts of a larger work, their citation might differ.
Chapters often have their own titles and are more consistently treated as individual units. A prologue,
especially if it's a short narrative piece without a title or by the main author, might be referred to
simply as "prologue" and then by page numbers, rather than treated as a separately titled chapter in
the bibliography or reference list unless it is formally presented as such.



Q: How do I handle multiple prologues in a single book?
A: If a book contains multiple prologues, you would cite each one individually, ensuring you
differentiate between them, perhaps by referring to them as "Prologue 1," "Prologue 2," or by any
specific titles they might have. The key is to provide enough detail in your citation so the reader can
precisely identify which prologue you are discussing.

Q: Is there a difference in citing a prologue for fiction versus
non-fiction in Chicago style?
A: The distinction is more about the nature of the prologue than its genre. Narrative prologues,
common in fiction, are cited to identify that specific narrative opening. In non-fiction, what might be
termed a prologue could be more akin to an introduction or a foreword, and Chicago style has specific
ways to cite those components as well, emphasizing clarity of what the cited text represents.
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