
chicago manual of style for citing books with

preface from user's point of view

The chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from user's point of view can sometimes feel

like navigating a labyrinth of specific rules. Many users find themselves perplexed when a book they

are referencing includes a preface, introduction, or foreword written by someone other than the main

author. This article aims to demystify the process of citing these elements correctly within the Chicago

Manual of Style (CMOS), providing a clear and comprehensive guide for students, researchers, and

writers. We will delve into the nuances of distinguishing between authorial elements and prefatory

materials, explore the various citation styles (notes and bibliography), and offer practical examples for

both in-text citations and full bibliographic entries. Understanding these distinctions is crucial for

academic integrity and ensuring your sources are accurately attributed, enhancing the credibility of

your work.
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Understanding Prefatory Material in Books

Before diving into citation specifics, it's essential to grasp what constitutes "prefatory material" in

academic writing. Prefaces, forewords, introductions, and epigraphs are distinct sections that precede

the main body of a book. While they offer valuable context, insights, and often frame the author's

arguments, they are treated differently from the core chapters in terms of citation. The Chicago Manual

of Style meticulously outlines how to handle these sections to maintain clarity and accuracy in

scholarly attribution.

These introductory sections can be written by the author of the main text, a recognized expert in the

field, an editor, or even a contributor with a specific connection to the work. The identity of the person

who penned the preface or foreword is paramount in determining how it should be cited within the

Chicago style. Failing to distinguish between the primary author and the contributor of an introductory

section can lead to misattribution and, consequently, a less credible academic paper.

Identifying the Author of the Preface

The crucial first step in correctly citing a book with a preface is to accurately identify who wrote that

preface. Often, the preface is written by the book's primary author. In such cases, the citation will

largely resemble that of the main text. However, when the preface is authored by someone

else—perhaps a renowned scholar introducing a lesser-known work or a family member reflecting on a

deceased author's legacy—this distinction becomes critical for proper citation.

Look carefully at the title page and the beginning pages of the book. The preface will usually be clearly

labeled as "Preface," "Foreword," or "Introduction." The author's name will be prominently displayed

beneath this label. If the preface is by a different individual than the author of the main work, you must

note this name specifically for your citation. This is a fundamental aspect of giving credit where credit

is due and adhering to scholarly conventions.



Citing Books with Prefaces: Notes and Bibliography Style

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes and bibliography system

and the author-date system. The notes and bibliography system is widely used in the humanities and

is often favored for its flexibility in providing detailed source information directly within the text through

footnotes or endnotes.

When citing a book with a preface written by someone other than the main author, the notes and

bibliography system requires careful attention to detail. You need to specify the contributor of the

preface while also acknowledging the main author and title of the work. This ensures that readers can

locate the exact source of your information and understand the contribution of each individual to the

book.

In-Text Citations for Prefaces

In the notes and bibliography system, in-text citations typically appear as footnotes or endnotes. When

referencing a preface written by someone other than the main author, the footnote or endnote should

clearly indicate the preface author. The general format for a footnote or endnote referencing a book

preface is to first cite the preface author, then the title of the preface (if it has one, though usually it is

just referred to as "preface"), followed by the main book title, publication details, and the specific page

number(s) within the preface.

For example, if Jane Doe wrote a preface for John Smith's book, "The History of Ideas," published in

2023 by University Press, and you are citing a passage on page v of the preface, your footnote might

look like this: 1. Jane Doe, "Preface," in The History of Ideas, by John Smith (New York: University

Press, 2023), v.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Prefaces

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are collected at

the end of the document. Both serve the same purpose in the notes and bibliography system. The key

is to accurately represent the source, giving precedence to the preface author when that is the element



you are citing.

Here’s a breakdown of the components typically included in a footnote or endnote for a book preface:

Preface author's full name (first name, last name).

The word "Preface" or "Foreword," often italicized or in quotation marks depending on CMOS

edition and context, but generally treated as a part of the citation for clarity.

The word "in" followed by the main book title (italicized).

The word "by" followed by the main author's full name.

Publication city, Publisher name, and year of publication.

Specific page number(s) within the preface.

Bibliography Entries for Books with Prefaces

The bibliography entry for a book with a preface written by someone other than the main author will

differ slightly from a standard book citation. In the bibliography, the preface author is listed first,

followed by the details of the book. This mirrors the structure of the footnote/endnote, ensuring

consistency for the reader.

The format for a bibliography entry would be: Doe, Jane. "Preface." In The History of Ideas, by John

Smith, v-viii. New York: University Press, 2023. Here, the preface author's last name comes first,

followed by their first name. The preface is identified, followed by "in" and the main book title. The

main author is then credited, followed by the range of pages for the preface (if known or applicable),

and then the publication information.



Citing Books with Prefaces: Author-Date Style

While less common in certain disciplines than the notes and bibliography style, the author-date system

is also supported by the Chicago Manual of Style. This system relies on parenthetical in-text citations

that include the author's last name, year of publication, and page number, with a corresponding

reference list at the end of the work.

When citing a preface in the author-date system, the principle remains the same: acknowledge the

author of the preface. The in-text citation would generally point to the main author of the book, but if

you are specifically quoting from the preface and need to direct the reader to that distinct element, you

would need to adapt the citation. However, the most common approach in author-date is to cite the

main author and then provide page numbers. If a preface is critical, it might be cited with a specific

locator, though this is less standard.

For a bibliography or reference list in the author-date system, the entry would prioritize the main

author. If the preface author is particularly significant to your argument, you might list them in a way

that reflects their contribution, but typically, the primary entry is under the main author. For example:

Smith, John. 2023. The History of Ideas. New York: University Press.

If you need to cite the preface specifically with the author-date system, it becomes more complex and

less aligned with the typical flow of this style. In such rare instances, one might consider citing the

main author and then indicating "preface" with page numbers, similar to the notes system, but it's less

conventional. The core idea is to lead the reader to the source material.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the intricacies of citing prefatory material can lead to several common errors. One of the

most frequent mistakes is failing to distinguish between the author of the preface and the author of the

main text. This can result in misattribution and confusion for your readers. Always be diligent in

identifying the correct author for each component of the book you reference.

Another pitfall is incorrectly formatting the citation. Ensure you are using the correct punctuation,

italics, and order of elements as dictated by the Chicago Manual of Style for either the notes and

bibliography or author-date system. When in doubt, consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of



Style for definitive guidance.

Here are some best practices to ensure accurate citations:

Always double-check the author of the preface and the author of the main text.

Confirm the exact title of the book and all publication details.

Pay close attention to page numbers; cite specifically from the preface itself.

Maintain consistency in your citation style throughout your work.

If unsure, refer to the Chicago Manual of Style or reliable academic writing guides.

When the Preface Author is the Main Author

In many instances, the preface, introduction, or foreword is written by the same individual who

authored the main content of the book. When this is the case, the citation process becomes more

straightforward. You essentially treat the preface as an integral part of the author's own work, and the

citation will primarily focus on the main author and the book title.

For in-text citations in the notes and bibliography style, you would simply refer to the author and page

number within the preface. For example: "As the author notes in the preface, this research began as a

personal inquiry..." followed by a footnote or endnote that directly cites the main author and the book.

The footnote would look something like: 1. John Smith, The History of Ideas (New York: University

Press, 2023), vi.

In the bibliography, the entry would be under the main author's name, with the book title and

publication details. The preface itself wouldn't be independently listed unless it had a unique title and

was considered a separate, significant contribution beyond the main text. The focus remains on the

author's complete work.



When the Preface is Unsigned or by an Editor

Occasionally, a preface might be unsigned, or it could be written by an editor of a collected work. If a

preface is unsigned, you typically begin the citation with the title of the preface itself, followed by the

book title and publication information. However, Chicago style generally prefers to identify an author

whenever possible.

If the preface is written by an editor, and the book is a compilation of works by various authors, the

editor is credited as the author of the preface. For instance, if Emily Carter edited a collection and

wrote the preface, your citation would reflect her authorship of that specific introductory material. The

citation would then proceed to mention the main contributors to the collection. The structure would be

similar to citing any other preface author, clearly identifying Emily Carter as the preface writer.

For bibliography entries, if the preface is unsigned, you might start with the title of the preface and

then the main book details. If it's by an editor, the editor's name would appear first in the citation for

the preface, followed by the details of the edited collection.

Navigating the intricacies of citing prefatory material within the Chicago Manual of Style is a common

challenge for many writers. By understanding the distinct roles of prefaces, forewords, and

introductions, and carefully identifying their authors, you can ensure accurate and credible academic

citations. Whether you are using the notes and bibliography system or the author-date system,

adhering to CMOS guidelines for crediting these introductory elements is paramount for scholarly

integrity. Remember to always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most

up-to-date and precise instructions.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a preface when the author of the preface is different

from the author of the main book in Chicago style?

A: When the preface author differs from the main author, in the notes and bibliography system, you list

the preface author first in both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography. For example, a footnote would



start with the preface author's name, followed by "Preface," and then the main book title and author. A

bibliography entry would list the preface author's last name first.

Q: What if the book has both a preface and an introduction, and they

are by different people?

A: You cite each element separately according to who authored it. If you reference the preface, cite its

author. If you reference the introduction, cite its author. Ensure your in-text citation clearly points to

which element you are using, and your footnote/endnote or bibliography entry accurately reflects the

author of that specific section.

Q: Should I italicize the word "Preface" when citing it in Chicago

style?

A: Generally, "Preface," "Foreword," or "Introduction" when referring to these sections as part of a

citation is not italicized in Chicago style notes and bibliography. It is treated as part of the descriptive

element of the citation. However, always refer to the specific edition of the CMOS for definitive

formatting.

Q: How do I cite a preface in the author-date system if it's by a

different author than the main book?

A: The author-date system primarily focuses on the main author and publication year. Citing a preface

by a different author can be less straightforward. Often, you would cite the main author and book, and

if specific page numbers from the preface are crucial, you might indicate "preface" after the page

number, though this is less standardized. The bibliography entry would typically be under the main

author.



Q: What if a book has an introductory essay by someone, and then the

author's own introduction? Which one do I cite?

A: You cite whichever section you are directly referencing. If you are quoting from the introductory

essay, cite its author. If you are quoting from the author's own introduction, cite the main author. Be

precise in your in-text citations and corresponding footnotes/endnotes to reflect this distinction.

Q: Is there a difference in citing a preface versus a foreword in

Chicago style?

A: The citation format for a preface and a foreword in Chicago style is generally the same. Both are

considered prefatory material written by an individual to introduce the main text. You will cite them by

their respective author and label them as "Preface" or "Foreword" accordingly.

Q: How do I handle a preface written by the book's main author in the

bibliography?

A: When the preface is by the main author, it is usually not cited as a separate item in the

bibliography. The bibliography entry is for the book itself, listed under the main author's name. You

would cite page numbers from the preface within your footnotes/endnotes as part of the main author's

work.
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