
chicago manual of style for citing books with

preface from teacher

chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from teacher is a nuanced yet essential aspect of

academic and professional writing. Properly attributing sources, especially when dealing with prefatory

material penned by an instructor or mentor, ensures academic integrity and allows readers to locate

the original work. This article will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for

citing books, with a particular focus on how to handle prefaces written by someone other than the

primary author, often a teacher, advisor, or mentor. We will explore both the notes-bibliography and

author-date systems, covering various scenarios to provide a comprehensive guide for researchers,

students, and writers. Understanding these citation principles is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and for

constructing a robust bibliography.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide offering comprehensive



recommendations for manuscript preparation and citation. It provides two primary citation systems: the

notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The choice between these systems often

depends on the academic discipline or the specific requirements of a publisher or institution. Both

systems aim to provide clear, consistent, and accurate attribution of sources, enabling readers to trace

the origin of information and ideas.

For writers working with academic texts, understanding the fundamental principles of CMOS is

paramount. This includes knowing how to format citations correctly for various source types, from

journal articles and websites to, crucially, books. When a book includes introductory material like a

preface, prologue, or foreword written by someone other than the main author, it introduces specific

citation challenges that CMOS addresses with detailed guidelines.

Identifying the Core Elements of a Book Citation

Before diving into the specifics of prefaces, it's essential to grasp the foundational components of a

standard book citation in CMOS. These elements, when properly arranged, allow for unambiguous

identification of the source. Regardless of the citation system used, most book citations will include the

author(s)' name(s), the title of the book, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of

publication. Additional information, such as the edition, volume number, or page numbers for specific

references, may also be required.

In the context of a book with a preface, understanding who wrote that preface and who authored the

main work is critical. The preface often serves as an introduction to the book's content, its themes, or

its genesis, and it might be written by a recognized scholar, an expert in the field, or, as in many

academic settings, by a teacher or mentor of the primary author. This distinction directly impacts how

the citation is constructed.



Citing a Book with a Preface: General Principles

When a book features a preface, the primary goal of the citation is to acknowledge both the main

author and the author of the preface, while clearly indicating which part of the book is being

referenced. CMOS provides flexibility in how this is presented, depending on whether the preface is

being cited as a standalone piece or as an integral part of the main work. Generally, if the preface is

substantial and considered a distinct contribution, it might warrant specific mention in the citation.

The key is to distinguish between the author of the main text and the author of the prefatory material.

If the preface is by a well-known figure or a teacher whose perspective is central to understanding the

book, explicitly naming them in the citation is often advisable. This practice enhances the scholarly

value of the citation by providing more context for the reader.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Prefaces

In the notes-bibliography system, citations appear in two forms: footnotes or endnotes (notes) and a

bibliography. When citing a book with a preface, particularly one written by a teacher, the notes will

cite the specific page(s) referenced, and the bibliography will list the book comprehensively. The

preface itself is often treated as part of the larger work, but its author might be highlighted.

Footnotes/Endnotes in the Notes-Bibliography System

For a direct quotation or specific reference from a preface written by a teacher, the note would typically

include the preface author's name, followed by "preface to" and the main author and title of the book,

along with the page number. For instance, a note might look something like this: "John Smith, preface

to The Art of Scholarship, by Jane Doe, vii–xii, xi." Here, John Smith is the preface author, and Jane

Doe is the main author.



If the preface is relatively short and serves a purely introductory function without substantial

independent content, it might be cited simply as part of the book, with the note indicating the page

range of the preface. However, when the preface author is significant, such as a teacher, explicitly

mentioning their name adds important context to the citation, especially if their ideas or commentary

within the preface are being engaged with directly.

Bibliography Entries in the Notes-Bibliography System

The bibliography entry for a book with a preface, even one written by a teacher, typically focuses on

the main author and the book itself. The preface author's contribution is usually acknowledged within

the entry if it's a prominent feature, but the primary organization of the bibliography is by the main

author of the work. A standard entry would list the main author, book title, publication details, and page

numbers for the preface if relevant.

For example, a bibliography entry might be: Doe, Jane. The Art of Scholarship. Edited by Michael

Brown. New York: Academic Press, 2023. Preface by John Smith, vii–xii.

This format clearly separates the main author from the preface author and provides the page numbers

for the prefatory material. It allows readers to locate the preface if they wish to consult it further. The

inclusion of the preface author's name is a courtesy and a recognition of their contribution to the work.

The Author-Date System for Prefaces

The author-date system, commonly used in disciplines like the sciences and social sciences, relies on

in-text citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication, with a full citation

appearing in a reference list at the end of the document. Citing prefaces in this system requires a

similar approach to the notes-bibliography system, focusing on clearly identifying the authors and the

source material.



In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

When referencing a preface in the author-date system, the in-text citation will usually point to the main

author of the book unless the preface is so significant that it is treated as a separate, citable entity. If

quoting or referencing directly from a preface written by a teacher, the citation might need to indicate

the preface author. However, CMOS generally advises citing the main work and specifying the page

number within the text. If the preface is by the main author, it's cited normally.

If the preface is by a different person, say a teacher, and their contribution is being directly quoted or

discussed, it can be more complex. Often, the preface is considered part of the larger work, so citing

the main author is sufficient. For example: (Doe 2023, xi).

If the preface author is crucial to the discussion, some writers might opt for a more specific citation,

though this is less common in standard author-date formatting. However, for clarity, especially in

academic contexts where a teacher's preface holds significant weight, explicitly mentioning the preface

author in the surrounding text is a good strategy.

Reference List Entries in the Author-Date System

In the reference list, the entry for a book with a preface generally prioritizes the main author. The

preface author's contribution is often noted, but the main author's name heads the entry. The

publication details will include the full book information, and if the preface is distinct, its author and

page range may be specified.

A reference list entry might appear as: Doe, Jane. 2023. The Art of Scholarship. New York: Academic

Press. Preface by John Smith, vii–xii.

This format clearly distinguishes the main author from the preface author and provides the necessary

details for retrieval. The year of publication is placed directly after the main author's name in this

system.



Special Considerations for Prefaces by Teachers or Mentors

When a preface is written by a teacher or mentor, it often carries particular significance. This preface

might offer insights into the author's academic journey, the book's development, or the broader context

of the field. In such cases, clearly acknowledging the preface author is not just a matter of citation

etiquette but also of recognizing a valuable contribution to the scholarly discourse.

CMOS allows for this emphasis. The key is to ensure that the citation accurately reflects the

relationship between the preface author and the main work. If the teacher's preface is a substantial

part of the book's value proposition, its attribution becomes more critical. This is especially true in

graduate-level work or in books intended to guide students.

Highlighting the Teacher's Contribution

To highlight a teacher's contribution, you can explicitly mention them in your text when you reference

the preface. For example, "As Professor Smith eloquently states in his preface, the foundational

principles of research design are often learned through iterative practice (Doe 2023, ix)." This

integrates the preface author into your narrative, providing context for the citation.

In the bibliography or reference list, the established formats already allow for mentioning the preface

author. The decision to do so often rests on the perceived importance of that preface to your work. If

the teacher's preface significantly shaped your understanding or is a key point of reference, its explicit

mention is warranted.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the citation of prefaces, especially those by teachers, can lead to confusion. A common

pitfall is conflating the preface author with the main author, leading to misattribution. Another error is



neglecting to specify that the quoted material comes from the preface, which can obscure the source

of the idea.

To avoid these issues, always double-check the names of the authors involved and clearly distinguish

between the author of the main text and the author of the preface. When in doubt, err on the side of

providing more specific information. Consulting recent editions of the Chicago Manual of Style is

always recommended for the most up-to-date guidance.

Best practices include:

Carefully read the title page and copyright page of the book to identify all authors and any

introductory material.

Note the page numbering system used for the preface (often Roman numerals).

When quoting, be precise about the page number from which the material is drawn.

If the preface author is a teacher or mentor, consider how their contribution impacts your

argument and adjust your citation accordingly to reflect that significance.

When using the notes-bibliography system, ensure the note clearly indicates the preface author.

In the author-date system, supplement in-text citations with clear language in your prose when

the preface author's identity is crucial.

Refinements for Specific Prefatory Situations

CMOS anticipates various scenarios when it comes to prefatory material. For instance, if a book has



both a preface and an introduction, and both are written by different individuals, or one by the main

author and the other by a teacher, careful distinction is necessary in the citation. The principles remain

consistent: identify the author of each distinct piece of writing and the work it belongs to.

If the preface is very brief and functional, it might not require explicit mention beyond noting its page

range within the larger work. However, if the preface is substantial, offers critical commentary, or

provides essential context, then its author, particularly if it's a teacher, should be clearly identified. This

level of detail enhances the reader's understanding of the source material and its intellectual lineage.

Consider a situation where a teacher has written a foreword, which is similar to a preface but often

written by someone other than the author and is typically published before the preface. Forewords are

cited in the same manner as prefaces, identifying the author of the foreword and the main work. The

key is always clarity and accuracy in attributing authorship and identifying the specific material being

referenced.

The Importance of Accuracy in Citation

Ultimately, the most critical aspect of citing any source, including books with prefaces by teachers, is

accuracy. Inaccurate citations can lead to misinterpretation, undermine the credibility of your work, and

in academic settings, can be considered plagiarism. Adhering strictly to the guidelines of the Chicago

Manual of Style ensures that your work is presented professionally and ethically.

A well-cited work demonstrates a commitment to intellectual honesty and provides readers with the

tools they need to engage with your sources independently. When dealing with prefaces, especially

those penned by influential figures like teachers, precise citation is a mark of respect for their

contribution and a testament to thorough scholarship. By meticulously following CMOS, writers can

ensure their academic integrity and contribute effectively to their fields.



Q: How do I cite a book if the preface is written by my university

professor?

A: When citing a book with a preface written by your university professor, you need to clearly identify

both the professor (as the preface author) and the main author of the book. In the notes-bibliography

system, your footnote or endnote would typically list the preface author first, followed by "preface to"

and the main author and title of the book, along with the page number. In the reference list, the main

author heads the entry, with the preface author and page range noted.

Q: What is the difference between citing a preface and the main body

of a book in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the attribution of authorship and the specific material being

referenced. When citing the main body, you attribute it to the main author. When citing the preface,

you attribute it to the author of the preface, while still identifying the larger work to which it belongs.

Page numbers are crucial for both, but noting that the material is from the preface provides essential

context.

Q: Should I always mention the preface author if it's a teacher in the

Chicago Manual of Style?

A: You should mention the preface author if it's a teacher when their contribution is significant to your

argument or provides important context that your reader needs to understand. CMOS allows for this

explicit attribution to give due credit and enhance the scholarly value of your citation. It's a matter of

academic judgment on the importance of that preface.

Q: Does Chicago style treat a preface written by a teacher differently



from a preface written by the main author?

A: Yes, Chicago style requires you to distinguish between the author of the preface and the author of

the main text. If a teacher writes the preface and the main author writes the book, the citation will

reflect this distinction, acknowledging the teacher's contribution separately. If the main author writes

both the preface and the book, it's treated as a single authorship.

Q: How do I cite a preface in the author-date system if it’s written by

someone other than the main author?

A: In the author-date system, the reference list entry will generally list the main author of the book first.

However, you should still include information about the preface author and the page range of the

preface. For example: Doe, Jane. 2023. The Art of Scholarship. New York: Academic Press. Preface

by John Smith, vii–xii. In-text citations typically refer to the main author and page number.

Q: What if the preface is very short and purely introductory? Do I still

need to cite it specifically?

A: If a preface is very short and serves a purely functional introductory role without significant

independent content, you may cite it as part of the main work, simply noting the page range. However,

if you are quoting or referring to specific ideas presented within even a short preface, it is good

practice to indicate that the material comes from the preface, and to credit its author if that author is

distinct from the main author.

Q: How do I format page numbers when citing a preface in Chicago

style?

A: Prefaces are often paginated with Roman numerals (i, ii, iii, etc.). When citing a preface, you should

use the correct page number as it appears in the book. For example, if you are citing page xi of the



preface, your note or in-text citation will include "xi." In the bibliography or reference list, you would

typically indicate the entire page range of the preface, such as "vii–xii."

Q: Can I treat a preface written by a teacher as a standalone source

in Chicago style?

A: Generally, a preface is considered part of the larger book. While you should acknowledge the

preface author, it is not typically treated as a completely standalone source in the same way a journal

article or a separate book would be. The citation should always link the preface to the main work it

introduces. However, the emphasis on the preface author's name can be increased if their contribution

is substantial.
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