chicago manual of style for citing
books with preface from scholar's
perspective

chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from scholar's
perspective requires meticulous attention to detail, especially when
incorporating scholarly works that feature prefaces. Understanding how to
accurately attribute these prefatory materials is crucial for academic
integrity and for guiding readers to the exact source. This comprehensive
guide delves into the nuances of citing books with prefaces according to the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offering a scholar's perspective on best
practices. We will explore both footnote/endnote and bibliography citation
formats, covering various scenarios, from standard prefaces to those penned
by individuals other than the main author. By mastering these citation
techniques, scholars can ensure their work is rigorously documented,
enhancing its credibility and adherence to academic standards.
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Understanding the Preface in Academic Citations

The preface of a book, though often introductory, plays a significant role in
scholarly research. It frequently provides essential context about the
author's motivations, the book's scope, its intended audience, and the
intellectual journey that led to its creation. For scholars, accurately
citing this material is not merely a formality but a way to acknowledge the
author's foundational work and to provide a complete roadmap for their own
readers. Failing to properly attribute a preface can lead to
misinterpretation of the text's genesis or, in more serious cases,
unintentional plagiarism.



From a scholar's viewpoint, the preface can offer unique insights that are
not present in the main body of the text. It might contain acknowledgments of
intellectual debts, explanations of methodological choices, or a personal
narrative that enriches the reader's understanding of the subject matter.
Therefore, when a particular point or idea is drawn from the preface, it
necessitates a specific and precise citation that distinguishes it from the
core content of the book. This level of detail is paramount in academic
discourse, where every piece of information is traceable.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) Approach to
Prefaces

The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely respected authority for academic
writing, provides clear guidelines for citing various parts of a book,
including prefaces. The fundamental principle is to be as specific as
possible, allowing readers to locate the exact information being referenced.
CMOS distinguishes between citing the entire book and citing a specific
section like a preface, and it offers distinct formats for both
footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography.

The rationale behind CMOS’'s detailed approach to prefaces stems from the
understanding that these introductory sections can contain crucial arguments,
historical context, or methodological clarifications that are vital to the
scholarly argument being made. Therefore, treating them with the same rigor
as any other chapter or section of the book is essential for maintaining
academic rigor. Scholars must familiarize themselves with these specific
rules to ensure their citations are compliant and informative.

Footnote and Endnote Citations for Books with
Prefaces

When citing a preface in a footnote or endnote using Chicago style, the
primary goal is to pinpoint the exact location of the information. The
standard format generally begins with the author of the preface (if different
from the main author), followed by the title of the preface, the book's
title, and then the page number(s). If the author of the preface is also the
author of the main work, you can sometimes omit the preface title and simply
refer to it as "preface."

A common format for citing a preface written by the main author is as
follows: Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. "Preface." Book Title. City
of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication, page(s).

For a preface written by someone other than the main author, the citation
would be: Preface Author’s Last Name, Preface Author’s First Name. "Title of
Preface." By Main Author’s First Name Main Author’s Last Name. Book Title.
City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication, page(s).

It is crucial to note the use of quotation marks around the preface title and



italics for the book title. The page numbers in notes typically use "p." for
a single page and "pp." for multiple pages. For instance, "p. ix" or "pp.
vii-x." Scholars should always verify whether the preface is paginated with
Roman numerals or Arabic numerals and cite accordingly.

Here are some specific scenarios:

e Preface by the Main Author: Jane Austen. "Preface." Pride and Prejudice.
London: T. Egerton, 1813, p. iii.

e Preface by a Contributor: Harold Bloom. "Introduction." By William
Shakespeare. The Tempest. New York: Chelsea House, 1987, pp. 1-5.

e Unsigned Preface: "Foreword." By Maya Angelou. A Book of Poems. New
York: Penguin Books, 2000, p. vii.

Bibliography Entries for Books with Prefaces

The bibliography entry provides a more comprehensive overview of the sources
cited and follows a slightly different, more condensed format than footnotes
or endnotes. The core information remains the same, but the order and

punctuation may vary. For books with prefaces, the bibliography entry should
also reflect whether the preface author is the same as the main book author.

When the preface is written by the main author, the bibliography entry often
starts with the author's name, followed by the book title, and then details
about the preface, including its title and page numbers. However, a more
common and often preferred method in CMOS is to treat the preface as a part
of the main work, especially if it's by the same author, and simply cite the
page numbers in the note. If the preface is distinctly treated as a separate
piece, it would be listed with its own title and author.

However, if the preface is substantial and by the main author, it can be
cited as a distinct element in the bibliography. The format generally
involves the author's name, the book title, and then specific information
about the preface.

If the preface is by a different author, that author's name would appear
first in the bibliography entry, followed by the title of the preface and
then the main book's details.

Here are examples of bibliography entries:

e Preface by the Main Author (common practice): Austen, Jane. Pride and
Prejudice. London: T. Egerton, 1813. (Page numbers are typically
detailed in notes).

e Preface by the Main Author (when treated distinctly): Smith, John.
"Introduction to the Second Edition." My Scholarly Work. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2020. (This format is for a specific
introductory section by the author).



e Preface by a Contributor: Bloom, Harold. "Introduction." By William
Shakespeare. The Tempest. New York: Chelsea House, 1987.

e Unsigned Preface: "Foreword." By Maya Angelou. A Book of Poems. New
York: Penguin Books, 2000.

The key difference in bibliography entries is that while notes demand exact
page numbers, bibliographies aim for a complete bibliographic record. If the
preface is by the main author, often the entire book is listed, and the
specific page reference is made in the notes. When a preface is by a
different author, that author’s contribution is listed prominently.

Special Considerations for Prefaces

Scholars often encounter prefaces that are not straightforward. These can
include forewords, introductions, or epilogues that serve a similar
introductory or contextual function. Chicago Manual of Style generally treats
these similar to prefaces, with the crucial distinction being the attribution
of authorship. If a foreword is written by a distinguished scholar in the
field, their name and contribution should be clearly acknowledged.

Furthermore, some books might have multiple prefaces—perhaps an original
preface and a new preface for a later edition. Each should be cited
accurately, specifying which preface is being referenced. The date of the
edition being used is also a critical piece of information to include in any
citation, as it can affect the content being referenced.

The pagination of prefaces can also be a point of confusion. They are often
paginated using Roman numerals (i, ii, iii, etc.) while the main text uses
Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, etc.). It is imperative for scholars to note this
accurately in their citations to guide readers precisely. For example, citing
"p. ix" for a preface is correct, whereas citing "p. 9" for the same preface
would be erroneous.

Another consideration is the role of the preface in establishing the
scholarly context. If the preface contains specific theoretical
underpinnings, historical background, or methodological justifications that
are central to the scholar's argument, citing it with precision is vital for
demonstrating the thoroughness of their research and their engagement with
the source material.

Authorial Intent and Preface Attribution

From a scholarly perspective, understanding the author's intent behind
writing a preface is paramount. It is an author's opportunity to frame the
reader's experience, to provide personal insights, or to contextualize the
work within a broader intellectual landscape. When a scholar draws upon these
unique contributions, the citation must reflect that the information
originates from this specific, often introductory, section.



Proper attribution in citations ensures that the reader understands the
source of the information. Citing a preface by its author, whether that
author is the primary writer of the book or a distinguished contributor,
clearly delineates this specific element. This honors the author's
contribution and provides transparency in scholarship. It shows that the
researcher has engaged with the work at a granular level, not just with its
main arguments.

The distinction between citing the author of the preface and the author of
the book is fundamental. If Professor Anya Sharma wrote a preface for Dr. Ben
Carter's new monograph, citing Sharma's preface means attributing the
prefatory remarks to Sharma, while the main content of the book remains
attributed to Carter. This precise attribution is a hallmark of careful
academic practice and upholds the integrity of scholarly discourse.

Ultimately, adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for citing books with
prefaces from a scholar's perspective is about more than just following
rules; it is about demonstrating respect for intellectual property, enabling
robust academic dialogue, and ensuring the highest standards of accuracy and
transparency in research. By mastering these citation practices, scholars
contribute to a more reliable and trustworthy body of knowledge.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a preface written by the main
author of the book in Chicago style for my research
paper?

A: When the preface is written by the main author, in a footnote or endnote,
you would typically cite it as: Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name.
"Preface." Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication,
page(s). For example: Austen, Jane. "Preface." Pride and Prejudice. London:
T. Egerton, 1813, p. iii. In the bibliography, it's often listed simply by
the author and book title, with specific page references in the notes.

Q: What if the preface is written by someone other
than the main author? How is that cited in Chicago
style?

A: If a preface is written by a different individual, their name should be
credited first. The footnote/endnote format would be: Preface Author’s Last
Name, Preface Author’s First Name. "Title of Preface." By Main Author’s First
Name Main Author’s Last Name. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year of Publication, page(s). For example: Bloom, Harold. "Introduction." By
William Shakespeare. The Tempest. New York: Chelsea House, 1987, pp. 1-5.



Q: Are there different rules for citing a foreword
or introduction compared to a preface in CMO0S?

A: Generally, Chicago Manual of Style treats forewords, introductions, and
prefaces similarly in terms of citation structure. The key is to identify the
author of that specific introductory section and the title of the section
itself, and then provide the bibliographic details of the book. The principle
of clear attribution remains the same.

Q: How should I handle prefatory material that 1is
not paginated with Roman numerals?

A: Always cite the page numbers as they appear in the book. If the preface is
paginated with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, etc.), use those numbers in your
citation. However, it is more common for prefaces to use Roman numerals (i,
ii, iii, etc.).

Q: When creating a bibliography entry, do I need to
include the preface title if it was written by the
main author?

A: In bibliography entries for CMOS, if the preface is by the main author, it
is often sufficient to list the author and the book title. The specific
reference to the preface and its page number is typically reserved for the
footnote or endnote. However, if the preface is a significant, separately
titled work by the author, it might be listed distinctly.

Q: What is the primary goal of citing a preface
according to scholarly standards?

A: The primary goal is to provide accurate and complete attribution, allowing
readers to locate the exact source of the information. It also acknowledges
the author's specific contribution and the context or insights offered by the
prefatory material, thereby upholding academic integrity.

Q: Can I omit the preface title in a footnote if
it's very generic, like "Preface"?

A: While CMOS prioritizes clarity, it's generally best practice to include
the title of the preface if it is provided, even if it seems generic. This
ensures consistency and avoids potential ambiguity for your readers. The
specific title, "Preface," is a distinct element to be cited.



Q: What information 1s crucial to include when
citing a preface in Chicago style?

A: Crucial information includes the author of the preface, the title of the
preface (if any), the title of the book, publication details (city,
publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) referenced. If the preface
is by a different author than the book, both authors should be clearly
identified.
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