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Mastering Chicago Style: Citing Books with Scholar Prefaces

chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from scholar is a
common point of confusion for writers navigating academic and professional
citation. Properly attributing contributions from scholars, particularly when
they've authored a preface, foreword, or introduction, requires adherence to
specific guidelines. This article provides a comprehensive overview of how to
accurately cite books featuring scholarly prefaces within the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS), covering both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems. We will delve into the nuances of identifying preface authors,
formatting their contributions, and distinguishing these citations from those
of the primary book author. Understanding these details is crucial for
maintaining academic integrity and ensuring your bibliography or works cited
list is both accurate and complete.
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Understanding the Role of a Scholar's Preface

A preface, foreword, or introduction written by a scholar who is not the
primary author of the main text plays a significant role in academic and
scholarly works. These introductory sections often provide context, offer
critical analysis, historical background, or a scholarly perspective that
enhances the reader's understanding of the main body of the work. Recognizing
the distinct contribution of the preface author is paramount when citing such
a book, as it acknowledges their intellectual input and directs readers to
their specific commentary.

The preface author’s contribution is distinct from that of the book's main
author(s). While the primary author is responsible for the core content and
arguments presented in the chapters, the preface writer offers an external,



often expert, viewpoint. This distinction is why specific citation rules
exist to differentiate their roles, ensuring that credit is given
appropriately. This is especially important in scholarly contexts where the
credibility and perspective offered by the preface can significantly
influence the reception and interpretation of the book.

The Chicago Manual of Style: An Overview of
Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems:
Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date. The Notes-Bibliography system is commonly
used in the humanities, including literature, history, and art history. It
employs numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with
a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. The Author-Date system
is more prevalent in the social sciences and natural sciences, using
parenthetical author-date citations within the text and a reference list at
the end.

Both systems aim for clarity and accuracy in referencing source material.
When dealing with complex works like books featuring contributions from
multiple individuals, such as a scholar writing a preface, each system
provides specific instructions to ensure these contributions are properly
attributed. The fundamental principle remains the same: to provide enough
information for the reader to locate the source material with ease.

Citing Books with Scholar Prefaces in Notes-
Bibliography Style

In the Notes-Bibliography system, citing a book with a scholar's preface
involves clearly distinguishing between the preface author and the main
author. The note (footnote or endnote) should first identify the author of
the preface and the title of the preface if it has one, followed by the
book's title, publication details, and page numbers where the preface is
found.

When creating the bibliography entry, the preface author is listed first, as
they are the primary contributor to that specific section being cited. The
entry will include their full name, the title of the preface (often
italicized or in quotation marks depending on CMOS guidelines for such
elements), followed by the book's main author, the book's title (italicized),
and publication information. The page range of the preface within the book is
also crucial.

A typical footnote or endnote might look like this:

e First name Last name, "Title of Preface," in Title of Book, by Main
Author Last name, Page(s).



And the corresponding bibliography entry would be structured similarly, with
the preface author’s name inverted:

e Last name, First name. "Title of Preface." In Title of Book, by Main
Author Last name, Page(s). City: Publisher, Year.

It is essential to note that sometimes a preface might not have a formal
title. In such cases, the note or bibliography entry will simply state
"preface" or "foreword" instead of a quoted title, still attributing it to
the scholar who wrote it.

Citing Books with Scholar Prefaces in Author-
Date Style

The Author-Date system also requires clear differentiation for preface
contributions. In-text citations will generally refer to the author of the
preface and the year of publication, along with the relevant page number(s).

The reference list entry for a book with a scholarly preface follows a
specific format. The preface author's name appears first, followed by the
publication year in parentheses. Then comes the title of the preface (if
applicable), followed by the main author's name, the title of the book
(italicized), and finally, the publication details including publisher and
city. Page numbers for the preface are also included.

An example of an in-text citation in Author-Date style might be:
(Preface Author Last Name Year, Page(s))

The corresponding reference list entry would be:

e Preface Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Preface." In Title
of Book, by Main Author Last Name, Page(s). City: Publisher.

As with the Notes-Bibliography system, if the preface lacks a specific title,
you would indicate "preface" or "foreword" in the entry where the title would
normally appear.

Key Elements for Accurate Citation

Regardless of the CMOS system employed, several key elements are vital for
accurately citing books with scholar prefaces. First and foremost is
correctly identifying the author of the preface. This information is usually
found on the title page or the first few pages of the book, often explicitly
stating "foreword by" or "preface by."

Another critical element is the title of the preface itself. While not all
prefaces have formal titles, many do, and these should be included as per



CMOS guidelines, often in quotation marks or italics. Following this is the
primary author of the book and the book's full title, which should always be
italicized.

Finally, complete publication information is indispensable. This includes the
city of publication, the name of the publisher, and the year of publication.
Crucially, the page numbers where the preface begins and ends within the book
must be accurately provided in both notes/in-text citations and the
bibliography/reference list.

Essential components to gather include:

Name of the preface author

Title of the preface (if any)

Name of the main book author

Full title of the book

City of publication

Publisher's name

e Year of publication

e Page numbers of the preface

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Several common mistakes can occur when citing books with scholarly prefaces.
One of the most frequent is confusing the author of the preface with the main
author of the book. This can lead to incorrect attribution and
misrepresentation of the work's primary intellectual contributions.

Another pitfall is failing to include the title of the preface when one
exists, or incorrectly formatting it. Similarly, omitting the page numbers
for the preface can hinder readers from locating the exact material being
referenced. Overlooking the need to include the preface author's name
entirely is also a significant error, effectively ignoring a scholarly
contribution.

Inconsistent formatting between the notes/in-text citations and the
bibliography/reference list is another issue. Strict adherence to the chosen
CMOS system, whether Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date, is essential for
maintaining consistency and professionalism. Ensuring all publication details
are complete and accurate prevents ambiguity and aids readers in their
research.

Careless proofreading is often the root cause of these errors. Double-
checking names, titles, publication details, and page numbers against the



original source is a crucial step in the citation process. Understanding the
specific nuances of citing contributions like prefaces is key to avoiding
these common pitfalls and producing a meticulously cited work.

FAQ Section

Q: How do I cite a book if the preface is written by
the same author as the main text?

A: If the preface is written by the same author as the main text, you
typically cite the entire work under that author's name. The preface is
considered an integral part of the book authored by them. You would not
usually create a separate citation for the preface itself unless you are
discussing it in a way that requires specific page-level referencing distinct
from the rest of the book.

Q: What if the preface doesn't have a specific
title?

A: If the preface or foreword does not have a specific title, you would
indicate "preface" or "foreword" (as appropriate) in your citation where the
title would normally appear. For example, in a note, it might read: John
Smith, preface, in The History of Rome, by Mary Jones, 1-10. In the
bibliography, it would be: Smith, John. Preface. In The History of Rome, by
Mary Jones, 1-10.

Q: Should I italicize the title of the preface?

A: According to the Chicago Manual of Style, titles of shorter works that are
part of a larger whole, such as articles, essays, chapters, and sometimes
prefaces or forewords, are typically enclosed in quotation marks. The title
of the larger work (the book itself) is italicized.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors for the preface
or the main book?

A: For the preface, if there are multiple authors, list them in the order
they appear. In the bibliography or reference list, the first author's name
is inverted. For the main book, follow standard CMOS guidelines for multiple
authors as outlined in chapter 14 of the manual.

Q: When do I need to include page numbers for a
preface citation?

A: You must include page numbers for a preface citation whenever you are
directly quoting from it, paraphrasing specific ideas from it, or referring



to specific parts of it. In the Notes-Bibliography system, this is done in
the footnote or endnote. In the Author-Date system, this is done in the
parenthetical in-text citation.

Q: Is there a difference between citing a preface
and a foreword?

A: While the terms "preface" and "foreword" are often used interchangeably, a
preface is typically written by the author of the book and discusses the
book's creation or purpose, while a foreword is usually written by someone
other than the author and offers an external perspective or endorsement. For
citation purposes in CMOS, the treatment is very similar, ensuring the author
and title (if applicable) of the introductory piece are clearly identified.

Q: Can I cite the main author's introduction instead
of a scholar's preface?

A: Yes, if an introduction is written by the main author, you would cite it
as part of their work. The rules for citing a separate scholarly preface or
foreword apply when that introductory material is authored by someone other
than the primary author of the book.

Q: What if the book has both a preface and an
introduction, both by different scholars?

A: If both are by different scholars and distinct from the main author, you
would cite each separately according to CMOS guidelines, clearly identifying
the author and title of each piece (preface, foreword, introduction) and
their respective page numbers. You would list the preface author first in the
bibliography/reference list entry for the preface, and the introduction
author first for the introduction.
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