chicago manual of style for citing
books with preface from publisher's
point of view

chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from publisher's point
of view is a crucial aspect of academic and professional writing, ensuring
proper attribution and scholarly rigor. Understanding how to cite a book with
a preface, particularly when viewing it from the publisher's perspective,
involves specific considerations that differentiate it from citing the main
body of the work. This article will delve into the nuances of the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) guidelines for citing such elements, offering a
comprehensive guide for authors and editors. We will explore the distinct
roles of the preface, its place within the bibliographic record, and the
variations in citation styles (notes and bibliography) as applied to this
specific scenario. Furthermore, we will address common challenges and provide
clear, actionable advice on accurately representing publisher-provided
prefatory material within your citations.
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Understanding the Publisher's Preface in a
Citation

The publisher's preface, often referred to as a foreword or introduction
written by someone other than the primary author of the main text, serves a
unique purpose. From a publisher's viewpoint, it contextualizes the book,
introduces its significance, or perhaps explains the editorial process and
rationale behind its publication. When citing such a preface, it's vital to
distinguish it from the author's own preface or introduction. The Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) recognizes this distinction and provides specific
directives to ensure clarity and accuracy in academic discourse.
Understanding this difference is the first step in correctly applying CMOS
citation principles.

The preface, in this context, is an introductory statement that adds layers



of understanding to the main work. Publishers may commission or write these
prefaces to guide the reader, highlight key themes, or place the book within
a broader intellectual or historical landscape. Therefore, when a citation
needs to reference this material, it must precisely identify its origin and
nature. This specificity prevents confusion with the author's primary
narrative or arguments.

Chicago Manual of Style: Core Principles for
Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style, widely adopted in humanities and social
sciences, offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system
and the author-date system. Both systems prioritize providing readers with
sufficient information to locate the source material easily. For citing books
with prefaces, the fundamental principle remains consistent across both:
accurately identify the work, the author (or entity responsible for the
preface), the publisher, and publication details. The publisher's role in
providing or commissioning a preface means that in some instances, the
publisher might be credited as the "author" of that specific introductory
section, or at least acknowledged as its originator.

Regardless of the chosen system, consistency is paramount. CMOS emphasizes a
uniform approach throughout a document. This means that if you choose to cite
prefaces using a particular method, you should adhere to that method for all
prefatory material within the same work. The goal is always to facilitate
retrieval of information for the reader, allowing them to verify your sources
and delve deeper into the material.

Citing Books with Prefaces: The Publisher's
Role

When the preface is specifically from the publisher or an individual writing
on behalf of the publisher, the attribution can become nuanced. CMOS
generally advises crediting the individual who wrote the preface. However, if
the preface is more of an institutional statement or an editorial
introduction, and a specific author isn't readily apparent or emphasized, the
publisher itself might be treated as the authorial entity for that section.
This decision often hinges on how the book is presented and credited on the
title page and copyright page.

The publisher's involvement in creating or endorsing a preface means it
carries a certain authority. It’'s not merely an optional addendum but a
deliberate editorial choice. Therefore, accurately reflecting this editorial
contribution in your citation upholds the integrity of the source and



acknowledges the publisher's role in shaping the reader's initial engagement
with the text. This is particularly important in scholarly work where the
context and framing of a book are often as significant as its content.

Distinguishing Publisher's Preface from Author's
Preface

It is critical to differentiate between a preface written by the author of
the main text and a preface provided by the publisher or a commissioned
contributor. An author's preface typically offers personal insights into the
creation of the book, its scope, or dedications. A publisher's preface, on
the other hand, often serves as an introduction to the book's context,
significance, or scholarly value, sometimes written by an expert in the field
or an editor. CMOS requires that these distinctions be clear in citations to
avoid misattribution or confusion about the origin of the introductory
material.

For example, if an acclaimed scholar writes a foreword to a reissued classic,
that foreword is distinct from the original author's introduction. Correctly
citing this foreword necessitates naming the scholar as the author of that
specific piece, rather than attributing it to the original author of the
book. This meticulousness is a hallmark of scholarly integrity.

Identifying the Author of the Preface

The first step in citing a preface is to identify who authored it. Consult
the book's preliminary pages carefully. Look for phrases like "Foreword by,"
"Introduction by," or "Preface." If a name is associated with these phrases,
that individual is generally considered the author of that section. If no
specific name is given, and the preface appears to be an editorial statement
from the publishing house, you may need to attribute it to the publisher.
This requires careful examination of the title page, copyright page, and the
preface itself for any bylines.

In cases where a preface is unsigned but clearly an editorial contribution
from the publisher, CMOS may allow for treating the publisher as the author
of that preface. This is less common but does occur, especially in older
editions or specific academic presses that adopt this practice for certain
introductory materials.

Notes-Bibliography System: Citing Prefaces

In the notes-bibliography system, citations appear in two forms: footnotes or



endnotes, and a bibliography. When citing a preface, the note will typically
include the name of the preface author, the title of the preface (if it has
one), the title of the book, publication details, and the page number(s)
where the preface can be found. If the preface is by a contributor other than
the main author of the book, this is usually indicated. For instance, a note
might read: "Foreword by Jane Doe, xi—xv, in Title of Book, by Author Name
(Publisher, Year)."

The bibliography entry will be more comprehensive, providing a full
bibliographic record. It generally starts with the author of the preface,
followed by the title of the preface (if applicable and italicized, or in
quotation marks depending on context), then the title of the book, and
finally the publication information. The key is to present the preface as a
distinct component of the larger work, acknowledging its contributor.

Bibliography Entries for Prefaces

A bibliography entry for a book preface, especially when it's by someone
other than the main author, requires careful formatting. Generally, you'll
begin with the name of the person who wrote the preface. If the preface has a
title, it's often italicized or placed in quotation marks, following the
preface author's name. Then comes the title of the main book, followed by the
author of the main book, and finally, the standard publication details
(publisher, year, page range of the preface). This structure clearly
separates the preface from the main body of the text while still providing a
complete reference to the book itself.

Consider this example: Doe, Jane. "Foreword." In Title of Book, by John
Smith, i-vii. Publisher, Year.

Footnote/Endnote Citations for Prefaces

Footnotes or endnotes provide a more immediate reference within the text.
When citing a preface, the note will typically include the preface author's
name, followed by the page number of the preface, and then the full
bibliographic information for the book. If the preface is by someone other
than the main author, this attribution is crucial. For example: "Jane Doe,
foreword to Title of Book, by John Smith (Publisher, Year), iii."

The crucial element here is ensuring that the note clearly indicates that the
cited material is from the preface and who wrote it, especially if that
individual is not the primary author of the book. This aids the reader in
understanding the source of the information being referenced.



Author-Date System: Citing Prefaces

The author-date system, common in some scientific and social science
disciplines, requires in-text citations and a reference list. When citing a
preface in this system, the in-text citation typically includes the author of
the preface and the year of publication, along with the page number. For
example: (Doe 2020, iii). The reference list entry will mirror the structure
of the bibliography entry in the notes-bibliography system but will include
the year of publication directly after the preface author's name or the title
of the preface.

The primary difference lies in the placement and format of the year. In the
author-date system, the year is a critical component of the in-text citation
and is prominently featured in the reference list, allowing for quick
chronological sorting and identification of sources.

Reference List Entries for Prefaces

In the author-date system's reference list, the preface author's name comes
first, followed by the publication year in parentheses. Then, the title of
the preface (if applicable and formatted appropriately) and the title of the
book are listed. Similar to the bibliography, the author of the main text and
the publication details follow. For instance: Doe, Jane. 2020. "Foreword." In
Title of Book, by John Smith, i-vii. Publisher.

This format prioritizes the author and date for easy retrieval and
chronological organization, a hallmark of this citation style. It's essential
to ensure all necessary elements are present for complete identification.

In-Text Citations for Prefaces

In-text citations in the author-date system are brief and direct, placed
within the narrative of your writing. When referencing a preface, you would
include the last name of the preface author, the publication year, and the
specific page number. For example, if you are quoting from page v of Jane
Doe's foreword published in 2020, the citation would be (Doe 2020, v). This
allows readers to quickly locate the full reference in your reference list.

It's important to be consistent with the page numbering. Prefaces are often
paginated with Roman numerals, so ensure you cite them accurately as they
appear in the book. This brevity in the text is balanced by the
comprehensiveness of the reference list.



Key Elements for Citing a Book Preface

Regardless of the citation system used, several key pieces of information are
essential for accurately citing a book preface. These include the name of the
preface author, the title of the preface itself (if it has one), the title of
the main book, the author of the main book, the publisher, the year of
publication, and the specific page numbers on which the preface appears. The
publisher's role in providing this material means these details must be
meticulously recorded.

Beyond these core components, it's also beneficial to note if the preface is
a foreword, an introduction, or a prefatory note, as CMOS style sometimes
uses these terms interchangeably or with subtle distinctions in formatting.
Ensuring all these elements are present and correctly formatted is crucial
for scholarly integrity.

e Author of the preface

e Title of the preface (if applicable)
e Title of the main book

e Author(s) of the main book

e Publisher

e Year of publication

e Page numbers of the preface

Common Scenarios and Solutions

Several common scenarios can arise when citing books with publisher-provided
prefaces. One frequent challenge is when the preface is unsigned, or its
authorship is ambiguous. In such cases, CMOS advises attributing the preface
to the publisher if it clearly functions as an editorial statement. Another
situation involves prefaces that are also introductions written by the main
author; these are typically cited as part of the main text, not as a separate
preface unless specifically designated as such.

When a book has multiple introductory sections, such as a preface by the
author and a foreword by another individual, it is crucial to cite each
distinctly. The publisher's role in facilitating these introductions means
that their accurate representation is paramount. Consulting the latest



edition of the Chicago Manual of Style is always recommended for definitive
guidance on complex cases.

Unsigned Prefaces and Publisher Attribution

When a preface is not attributed to a specific individual, it might be an
editorial introduction by the publisher. In such instances, and if it's clear
from the context that this is the case, CMOS generally permits attributing
the preface to the publisher. The key is to examine the book's preliminary
pages for any indications of editorial authorship or to infer it from the
nature of the text itself. For example, if the preface discusses the
publisher's mission or editorial decisions related to the book without naming
a specific author, treating the publisher as the author of that preface is
appropriate.

However, this should be done with caution and only when other options are not
available or clearly indicated. Often, a closer look at the copyright page or
acknowledgments might reveal the intended attribution. When in doubt, it's
best to consult the most current edition of CMOS or seek guidance from a
scholarly editor.

Multiple Prefatory Materials

Books often contain various introductory elements, such as an author's
preface, a foreword by an expert, and perhaps an editor's note. Each of these
requires careful and distinct citation. If a publisher has commissioned a
foreword, it needs to be credited to the foreword author, not the main book
author. Similarly, an author's preface is treated differently from a
publisher's introduction. CMOS provides specific guidelines for citing these
distinct components to ensure clarity and proper attribution for each
contributor and their respective contributions.

The key is to identify the author of each preliminary section and cite it
accordingly, making it clear to the reader which element is being referenced.
This meticulous approach honors the contributions of all involved parties,
including the publisher in facilitating these introductions.

Publisher's Perspective: Importance of Accurate
Citation

From a publisher's perspective, accurate citation of prefaces is vital for
several reasons. It upholds the integrity of the published work and



acknowledges the contributions of all parties involved, including
commissioned foreword writers or introducers. Incorrectly citing a preface
can lead to misattribution, diminishing the recognition of the preface author
and potentially misleading readers about the origin of the introductory
material. Publishers invest significant effort in securing reputable
contributors for prefatory content, and proper citation ensures this
investment is recognized.

Furthermore, accurate citation practices contribute to the overall scholarly
reputation of both the author and the publishing house. When a book is cited
correctly, it reflects well on the publisher's commitment to scholarly
standards and the professionalism of their editorial processes. This, in
turn, can enhance the book's discoverability and impact within academic
circles.

Final Considerations for CMOS Book Preface
Citations

When citing books with prefaces, especially those provided from the
publisher's point of view, remember that clarity and accuracy are paramount.
Always refer to the most recent edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for
the most up-to-date and specific guidelines. Pay close attention to the
details presented on the title page, copyright page, and within the preface
itself to correctly identify the author and nature of the prefatory material.

Whether employing the notes-bibliography system or the author-date systenm,
maintain consistency throughout your work. This attention to detail ensures
that your citations are not only compliant with CMOS but also serve your
readers effectively, allowing them to trace your sources with ease and
appreciate the full context of the material you are presenting.

Q: How is a publisher's preface different from an
author's preface in Chicago style citation?

A: In Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) citation, a publisher's preface (or
foreword) is typically written by someone other than the main author of the
book, often an expert or editor, to introduce the work's significance or
context. An author's preface is written by the book's primary author and
usually discusses the book's genesis or purpose. When citing, the preface
author's name is credited, distinguishing it from the main author's
contribution.



Q: When citing a book with a publisher's foreword,
should I cite the foreword author or the book's main
author?

A: You should cite the author of the foreword. The Chicago Manual of Style
requires that you attribute prefatory material to the individual who actually
wrote it. If a foreword is provided by an expert commissioned by the
publisher, that expert is the author of the foreword, and their name should
appear in your citation.

Q: What if the publisher's preface is unsigned? How
do I cite it in CMOS?

A: If a publisher's preface is unsigned but clearly functions as an editorial
introduction from the publishing house, CMOS may allow you to attribute it to
the publisher. However, you should first exhaust all possibilities of finding
an individual author by checking the copyright page, acknowledgments, or the
preface itself. If no author is identified and it appears to be an
institutional statement, citing the publisher as the author of that specific
preface is the appropriate approach.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style distinguish
between a "foreword" and a "preface" for citation
purposes?

A: While both are introductory materials, CMOS recognizes that they can serve
different functions and may have different authors. A foreword is often
written by someone other than the author of the main work, offering an
external perspective. A preface is more commonly written by the author of the
main work. However, the distinction can sometimes be blurred, and the key is
to identify the author of the specific introductory section and cite them
accordingly, noting whether it is a foreword or a preface.

Q: How do I format the page numbers for a
publisher's preface when citing in Chicago style?

A: Prefaces are often paginated with Roman numerals (e.g., i, ii, 1iii). When
citing a preface in Chicago style, you should use the exact page numbering as
it appears in the book, including Roman numerals. For example, a note might
read: "Jane Doe, foreword to Title of Book, by John Smith (Publisher, Year),
iii."



Q: Can I use the publisher's name as the author if
the preface is written by an editor from the
publishing house?

A: Generally, if a specific editor is identified as the author of the preface
or introduction, you should credit that editor by name. If the preface is an
unsigned institutional statement clearly from the publishing house without
naming a specific author or editor, then attributing it to the publisher is
acceptable. Always look for the specific byline first.

Q: What is the significance of citing a publisher's
preface from the publisher's point of view?

A: Citing a publisher's preface from the publisher's viewpoint emphasizes the
intentionality and editorial framing of the work. It acknowledges the
publisher's role in contextualizing the book for the reader and ensures
proper credit is given to the individual(s) who contributed this introductory
material, thereby respecting the collaborative nature of publishing and
scholarship.

Q: When citing a book with multiple prefaces (e.g.,
an author's preface and a publisher's foreword), how
do I handle this in my bibliography?

A: In your bibliography, you would create separate entries for each distinct
prefatory piece if they are authored by different individuals and you are
referencing them individually. For instance, if you cite both the author's
preface and a foreword by another author, you would list both accordingly,
ensuring the correct author and title are attributed to each piece. If you
are only referencing the main text and just mentioning the existence of a
foreword, a single entry for the book might suffice.
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