
chicago manual of style for citing books
with preface from fan
chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from fan is a specific citation scenario
that requires careful attention to detail within the extensive guidelines of The Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS). Whether you are a student, researcher, or author, understanding
how to accurately cite a book, particularly when it features a preface written by someone
other than the main author, is crucial for academic integrity and proper attribution. This
article will delve into the nuances of citing books with prefaces, focusing on the
requirements outlined by CMOS, and address common questions surrounding this particular
citation method. We will explore the fundamental principles of CMOS citation, the specific
elements needed for citing a book, and how to incorporate the information pertaining to a
preface, whether written by an editor, a contributing author, or another individual.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Citation
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. For most humanities disciplines, the notes-
bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes and endnotes, is preferred. This system allows
for extensive commentary and provides a cleaner page layout by deferring full citation
details to the end of the work or footnotes. Regardless of the system chosen, consistency
and accuracy are paramount. The goal is to provide readers with enough information to
easily locate the source material. This involves clearly identifying the author, title,
publication information, and specific location within the source.

The fundamental principle behind CMOS citation is to provide a complete and unambiguous
reference for every source used. This includes not only the main body of a book but also
any introductory material, such as prefaces, forewords, or introductions. When these
elements are written by individuals distinct from the primary author, their contribution
needs to be acknowledged. The CMOS provides specific formatting rules for these instances
to ensure clarity and proper attribution, preventing any potential confusion about who
wrote what and which specific part of the book is being referenced.



Citing a Book with a Standard Preface
When a book's preface is written by the same author as the main work, the citation
primarily focuses on the book itself. The preface is considered part of the book's overall
structure. In the notes-bibliography system, the initial footnote or endnote will typically
include the author's full name, the title of the book (italicized), and the publication details
(city, publisher, year), followed by the page number of the preface if you are referencing a
specific passage within it. For example, a footnote might read: "1. Jane Doe, The Art of
Citation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2023), ix."

The corresponding bibliography entry will follow a similar but slightly more condensed
format, omitting the page number unless it's essential for identifying a specific section
within a longer preface. The bibliography entry for the same book would appear as: "Doe,
Jane. The Art of Citation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2023." The preface is
implicitly included as part of the book's content, and if specific pages are cited in notes,
they are usually omitted from the bibliography unless it's a very short introductory piece or
a chapter.

Citing a Book with a Preface by a Different
Contributor
This is where the nuances of citing a book with a preface from a fan (or, more accurately, a
contributor) become more pronounced. When the preface is written by someone other than
the book's primary author, CMOS requires you to clearly indicate this distinction. The
preface author's name needs to be included prominently in the citation, distinguishing their
contribution from the main author's. This ensures that the reader understands who wrote
the preface and who authored the main text.

The key is to identify the preface author first, then note the title of the preface itself (often
in quotation marks if it's a distinct titled section), and then indicate that it is a preface to
the main work by a different author. This requires a specific structure in both the
footnote/endnote and the bibliography entry to avoid ambiguity and give credit where it is
due.

Footnote and Endnote Citation Format
In the notes-bibliography system, the footnote or endnote will begin with the preface
author's name, followed by their role (e.g., "preface by") and the title of the book. CMOS
generally prefers to place the preface author's name first, followed by a description of their
contribution. For example, if John Smith wrote a preface for a book titled Literary Analysis
by Jane Doe, the footnote might look like this:

1. John Smith, preface to Literary Analysis, by Jane Doe, ix-xiv.

Here, "John Smith" is the preface author, "preface to" indicates his role, "Literary Analysis"
is the book title, and "by Jane Doe" clarifies the main author. The page numbers (ix-xiv)
refer to the specific pages of the preface. If the preface is unpaginated, you would omit the
page numbers.



Bibliography Entry Format
The bibliography entry will mirror the structure of the footnote but will be alphabetized by
the preface author's last name. The format generally prioritizes the preface author's
contribution. The entry would be structured as follows:

Smith, John. Preface to Literary Analysis, by Jane Doe. ix-xiv. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2023.

Again, the page numbers are included if they refer to a specific section being cited. If the
preface is not specially titled, you simply use "Preface" and the main book title. The crucial
element here is clearly separating the preface author's name and their role from the main
author and the book title.

Common Scenarios and Solutions
The complexity of citing can increase with different publication types and specific elements
within a book. Understanding how to handle variations ensures accuracy and adherence to
CMOS guidelines.

When the Preface Author is Also the Book Author
In cases where the preface is written by the same individual who authored the main body of
the book, the citation simplifies significantly. You treat the preface as an integral part of the
book. The footnote or endnote will start with the author's name, the book title, and
publication information, followed by the page number if a specific passage from the preface
is being referenced. There is no need to explicitly mention "preface by" or list the author's
name twice. For instance:

2. Jane Doe, The Art of Citation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2023), vii.

The bibliography entry remains straightforward: "Doe, Jane. The Art of Citation. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2023." The preface is understood to be part of the author's
work.

Handling Prefaces in Translated Works
When citing a translated work that includes a preface, the attribution needs to be precise.
Typically, the preface author is acknowledged first, followed by the translator and the
original author. If the preface is by someone other than the original author or translator,
their role must be specified. For example, if an academic wrote a preface for a translated
novel:

3. Sarah Lee, preface to The Lost City, by Hiroshi Tanaka, translated by Kenji Ito, iii-viii.

The bibliography entry would reflect this structure:

Lee, Sarah. Preface to The Lost City, by Hiroshi Tanaka, translated by Kenji Ito. iii-viii. New
York: Penguin Books, 2022.

If the preface is by the translator, it would be noted as such. The key is to always identify
the author of the preface and their relationship to the work.



Citing Prefaces in Edited Collections
For edited collections, a preface might be written by the editor(s) or a distinguished
contributor. If the preface is by the editor, you would cite it as such, followed by the title of
the collection and the editor's name. If a separate author wrote a preface to the collection,
their name and role would precede the collection's title and editor.

For a preface written by an editor:

4. Michael Chen, preface to Essays on Modern Literature, edited by Michael Chen, 1-5.

For a preface written by a contributor to an edited collection:

5. Emily Carter, preface to Modern Literary Theory, edited by John Davis, ix-xv.

The bibliography entries would follow the same principle, clearly delineating the preface
author and their connection to the edited volume.

FAQ:

Q: How do I cite a book if the preface is written by
someone other than the main author in a footnote
according to Chicago Manual of Style?
A: In a footnote, you would list the preface author's full name first, followed by "preface to"
and then the title of the book in italics, and finally the main author's name. For example: "1.
John Smith, preface to The Great Novel, by Jane Doe, v."

Q: What is the correct bibliography format for a book
where a fan or contributor wrote the preface, using the
Chicago Manual of Style?
A: For the bibliography, you list the preface author first, followed by "Preface to" and the
book's title. Then, you indicate the main author and provide the page numbers of the
preface, followed by the publication details. For example: "Smith, John. Preface to The Great
Novel, by Jane Doe. v-vii. New York: Publisher Name, 2023."

Q: What if the preface is very short and doesn't have
page numbers in a Chicago Manual of Style citation for
a book?
A: If the preface is unpaginated, you omit the page numbers from both the
footnote/endnote and the bibliography entry. The citation will then focus on identifying the
preface author, the book title, and the main author.



Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style distinguish
between a "preface," "foreword," and "introduction"
when citing?
A: Yes, Chicago Manual of Style generally treats these terms distinctly. While the citation
format for a preface written by someone else is consistent, a foreword or introduction might
be cited slightly differently, often indicating the specific term used. Always use the term
that appears in the book.

Q: How do I cite a book in Chicago style if the preface is
written by the same author as the main text?
A: If the preface is by the same author, you cite the book as a whole. The footnote/endnote
would be: "1. Jane Doe, The Great Novel (New York: Publisher Name, 2023), vii." The
bibliography entry would be: "Doe, Jane. The Great Novel. New York: Publisher Name,
2023."

Q: When citing a translated work with a preface by a
third party, what is the Chicago Manual of Style rule?
A: You cite the preface author first, then "preface to," the book title, the original author, and
the translator. For example: "1. Maria Garcia, preface to A Foreign Tale, by Antoine Dubois,
translated by Pierre Lefevre, iii-vi."

Q: Should I use quotation marks around the title of a
preface when citing in Chicago style?
A: Generally, no. The title of the book is italicized, and the word "preface" (or "foreword" or
"introduction") is not typically enclosed in quotation marks. If the preface has a specific
title, that title might be enclosed in quotation marks, but often it's just referred to as
"preface."

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle citing
a preface when it's a significant part of the work, like a
scholarly contribution?
A: Even if the preface is a scholarly contribution, the general rule applies: identify the
preface author, their role, the book title, and the main author. The emphasis is on clear
attribution. The significance of the preface doesn't change the fundamental citation
structure, only the importance of its accurate inclusion.
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