
chicago manual of style for citing books with

preface from editor's point of view

chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from editor's point of view is a critical aspect of

academic and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and clarity for readers. When

encountering a book with a preface written by an editor, accurately citing it according to the Chicago

Manual of Style (CMOS) requires attention to specific details. This guide will delve into the intricacies

of citing such works, covering both footnote/endnote and bibliography formats. We will explore how to

identify the relevant information, differentiate between the author of the preface and the author of the

main work, and present these citations correctly. Understanding these nuances is vital for maintaining

academic integrity and facilitating scholarly research.
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Understanding the Editor's Preface in Citations

The preface of a book, particularly when authored by the editor, often serves a distinct purpose

separate from the main body of the text. It might introduce the work, provide historical context, discuss

the editorial process, or offer personal reflections on the subject matter. From a citation perspective, it

is crucial to recognize that the editor's contribution, while important, is typically distinct from the original

author's work. The Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for handling such specific



scenarios to avoid confusion and maintain accuracy in scholarly communication.

When citing a book featuring an editor's preface, the primary challenge lies in correctly attributing the

preface itself and distinguishing it from the content of the main work. This distinction is paramount for

readers who might be interested in the editor's commentary or for those trying to locate specific

information. CMOS prioritizes clarity and precision, and its rules for these situations reflect that

commitment. Failing to properly cite an editor's preface can lead to misattribution and undermine the

credibility of your own work.

The Editor's Role in the Preface

An editor's preface typically offers insights into the genesis of the publication, the rationale behind

certain editorial choices, or the significance of the work within its broader academic or literary

landscape. It’s an introduction crafted by someone who has engaged deeply with the material but is

not necessarily the original author. Therefore, the citation needs to acknowledge this unique

authorship.

It is essential to understand that the preface is a separate piece of writing, even though it is bound

within the same volume as the original work. Its inclusion in a citation should reflect this separateness

while still linking it to the complete publication. This requires careful attention to the specific elements

CMOS mandates for such citations.

Identifying Key Information for Citation

Before constructing any citation, gathering the necessary bibliographic details is the foundational step.

For a book with an editor's preface, several pieces of information are vital. The most important

elements include the name of the editor who wrote the preface, the title of the book, the name of the

original author (if different from the editor), the publisher, the place of publication, and the year of



publication. Additionally, page numbers for the preface itself are crucial for direct citations.

It is also important to note whether the book is a new edition or a reprint, as this can affect the

citation. For older works, the original publication date might also be relevant. The structure of the title

page and any accompanying front matter will usually provide all the necessary information. Pay close

attention to any introductory sections to identify the preface and its author.

Essential Bibliographic Elements

The core components for citing a book with an editor's preface include:

The full name of the editor who authored the preface.

The title of the preface itself (if it has a specific title).

The title of the main work.

The name of the original author of the main work.

The publisher's name.

The city of publication.

The year of publication.

The page numbers of the preface.

Locating these details typically involves consulting the title page, the copyright page, and the preface



itself. Sometimes, the editor's name might be prominently displayed on the cover or title page,

indicating their role in the publication. Always verify the information against the physical book.

Footnote and Endnote Citation for Books with Editor's Preface

In the Chicago Manual of Style, footnotes and endnotes are used for direct citations within the text.

When citing an editor's preface, the format requires specifying the editor, the preface, and then the

details of the main work. The general principle is to highlight the specific part being cited—the

preface—before detailing the larger context of the book.

The first note for a specific source is usually a full citation, while subsequent notes can be shortened.

For an editor's preface, this means clearly stating the editor's name and the fact that they wrote the

preface. It's important to use the editor's full name as it appears on the publication and to indicate their

role. For example, you might begin with "Editor's Name, preface to..." or similar phrasing, followed by

the book's title and publication details.

First Note Format

The comprehensive first note for an editor's preface follows a specific structure. It typically begins with

the editor's name, followed by the word "preface," and then the title of the book. If the book has an

original author, that author's name should also be included. Page numbers are essential here to

pinpoint the exact location of the referenced material within the preface.

A typical format for the first footnote or endnote would be:

Editor's Full Name, "Title of Preface" (if applicable), preface to Title of Book, by Original Author's Full

Name, page number(s). (Publisher, Year of Publication).



For instance: Jane Smith, preface to The Enduring Novel, by John Doe, 1-15. (Academic Press, 2023).

Subsequent Note Format

Subsequent notes for the same source can be shortened to avoid repetition, as long as there is no

ambiguity. A common shortened note format includes the editor's last name, a brief indication of the

preface, and the page number(s). The goal is conciseness while still providing enough information for

the reader to identify the source.

A typical shortened note would be:

Smith, preface, 7.

This assumes that the full citation has already been provided in a previous note. If there are multiple

works by the same author or multiple prefaces, further disambiguation might be necessary, perhaps by

including a shortened version of the book title.

Bibliography Citation for Books with Editor's Preface

The bibliography, appearing at the end of a work, lists all sources consulted. When citing a book with

an editor's preface, the bibliography entry should be structured to clearly present the editor's

contribution and the primary work. Unlike notes, bibliography entries generally do not include page

numbers for the preface unless the preface is being cited as a standalone entity or is particularly

substantial and treated as a distinct contribution.

The editor's name typically appears first in the bibliography entry, followed by the title of the book. The

original author's name is also included, usually preceded by "by." This format emphasizes the editor's

role in curating or presenting the work while acknowledging the original author.



Standard Bibliography Entry

The standard bibliography entry for a book with an editor's preface prioritizes the editor's contribution.

The editor's name is listed first, followed by their role (e.g., "editor"), and then the title of the book. The

original author's name will also be present, typically following the phrase "by." Publisher, place of

publication, and year are also crucial components.

A typical bibliography entry might look like this:

Smith, Jane, editor. The Enduring Novel. By John Doe. Academic Press, 2023.

If the preface has a specific title, it might be included, though this is less common for standard

bibliographies unless the preface itself is the primary focus of the citation. The emphasis is on the

complete work as presented by the editor.

When the Preface is the Primary Focus

In instances where the editor's preface is the primary subject of your citation, or if it is a lengthy and

distinct piece of writing, you might treat it more like a chapter or an essay within a larger work. In such

cases, the preface title, if it has one, would be included, and the citation might resemble that of a

collection of essays. However, for most general citations, the standard entry format described above is

sufficient.

This approach ensures that the contribution of the editor is clearly recognized while still situating it

within the context of the complete book. Always refer to the most current edition of the Chicago

Manual of Style for definitive guidance, as rules can evolve.



Variations and Special Cases

While the general rules for citing books with an editor's preface are clear, some variations and special

cases can arise. These might include situations where the editor is also the author of the main work,

or when citing a translated work where the preface is by the translator. The Chicago Manual of Style

aims to provide flexibility while maintaining consistency.

One common variation is when a book is a collection of essays edited by someone, and that editor

also contributes a preface. In such cases, the preface is clearly attributed to the editor. Similarly, if a

classic text is reissued with a new introduction or preface by a contemporary scholar, that scholar's

preface is cited, distinct from the original author's text.

Translated Works with Prefaces

When dealing with translated works, the preface might be written by the translator, providing context

for the translation itself. In this scenario, the translator's name would be cited as the author of the

preface. The citation needs to clearly indicate both the original author and the translator, as well as the

editor of the preface if they are a different person.

For example, if a translator has written a preface to a translated novel, the citation would identify the

translator as the author of the preface, followed by the title of the translated work, and then the original

author. The core structure remains similar, emphasizing who authored the specific piece being

referenced.

Books with Multiple Prefaces or Introductions

Some books, particularly older or scholarly editions, may feature multiple prefatory sections. This could



include an original preface by the author, an editor's preface, and perhaps an introduction by a later

scholar. In such cases, it is crucial to be precise about which prefatory section you are citing. Each

prefatory element should be attributed to its respective author and clearly labeled as a preface or

introduction.

When citing these, ensure your notes and bibliography entries accurately reflect the author and type of

prefatory material. This meticulousness is vital for academic accuracy and prevents confusion for your

readers.

The Role of Publisher and Edition Information

The publisher and edition information are crucial elements in any bibliographic citation, and this holds

true for books with an editor's preface. The publisher's name and the place of publication help identify

the specific edition of the book being referenced. The year of publication indicates when the work was

made available to the public.

When citing a book with an editor's preface, including the publisher and year of publication is standard

practice for both footnote/endnote and bibliography entries. This information helps researchers locate

the exact edition you consulted, which is especially important if there have been multiple editions or

revisions of the work. Always ensure this information is accurately transcribed from the book's

copyright page.

Edition Specifics

If you are consulting a specific edition, such as a revised edition, a second edition, or a critical edition,

it is important to note this in your citation. This is particularly relevant if the editor's preface is unique to

that particular edition. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for indicating different editions

clearly, ensuring that your citation precisely reflects the source material.



For example, a citation might include "2nd ed." or "rev. ed." after the title to indicate the edition. If the

editor's preface is a new addition in a later edition, this detail should be evident in your citation

structure, underscoring the importance of consulting the book's formal bibliographic details.

Publisher and Publication Location

The publisher's name and the city where the book was published are fundamental pieces of

information for proper citation. These details, found on the title page or copyright page, assist readers

in identifying the specific publication. For older works, understanding the historical context of the

publisher can also be relevant.

When constructing your citations, ensure you use the publisher's name as it appears on the book and

the primary place of publication. If a book has multiple publication locations listed, CMOS typically

advises using the first one mentioned. Accuracy in these details is paramount for the integrity of your

research and the clarity of your citations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How do I cite an editor's preface if the editor is the same person as

the author of the main work?

A: If the editor is also the author of the main work, you would typically cite the preface as part of the

author's contribution. In footnotes/endnotes, you might note "Author's Name, preface to Book Title..." In

the bibliography, the entry would primarily focus on the author. However, CMOS advises clarity; if the

preface offers distinct commentary, it might be referenced separately.



Q: What if the preface is not explicitly titled "Preface" but serves a

similar introductory function?

A: If a section functions as a preface but has a different title (e.g., "Introduction," "Foreword"), cite it as

it is titled. For instance, if an editor writes an "Introduction," you would cite it as such. The key is to

accurately reflect the terminology used in the book itself.

Q: Should I include the page numbers of the editor's preface in my

bibliography entry?

A: Generally, page numbers for the preface are not included in the main bibliography entry unless the

preface is being treated as a standalone work or is unusually extensive. Page numbers are essential

for footnote/endnote citations to pinpoint the exact location of the referenced material.

Q: How do I cite a book where an editor wrote both a preface and an

introduction?

A: You would cite each section according to its designation. If you are referencing the preface, you

would note "preface to..." and if referencing the introduction, "introduction to...". Ensure your notes and

bibliography entries clearly distinguish between the two.

Q: What is the difference between citing a preface by an editor and a

foreword by a guest author?

A: While both are introductory sections, an editor's preface is typically written by the person

responsible for compiling or publishing the work, often offering insights into the editorial process. A

foreword is usually written by someone other than the author or editor, often a prominent figure in the

field, offering an external perspective on the work's significance. The citation format will reflect these

different roles.



Q: How do I handle a situation where the editor's name is not

immediately obvious on the title page but is mentioned within the

preface itself?

A: If the editor's name is not clear from the title page, you will need to carefully read the preface or

other introductory material to identify the editor. Once identified, use their full name as it appears,

along with the information about the book, following CMOS guidelines for footnotes/endnotes and

bibliography.

Q: If I'm citing a collection of essays and the editor wrote both a

preface and a general introduction, how should I cite them in relation

to the individual essays?

A: You would cite the preface and introduction separately if you reference them. If you are citing an

individual essay, your citation would focus on the essay's author and title, and then the collection's

title, editor, and publication details. The preface and introduction are part of the collection but are cited

based on their specific content and authorship.
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