
chicago manual of style for citing books with
preface from critic
chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from critic is a specific scenario that requires
careful attention to detail to ensure accurate academic citation. Whether you're writing a research
paper, a scholarly article, or a book review, understanding how to properly attribute sourced
material is paramount. This guide delves deep into the intricacies of citing books, particularly when
they feature a preface written by a critic. We will explore the core principles of Chicago style, the
specific elements required for book citations, and how to navigate the nuances of prefatory material.
By mastering these techniques, you can confidently present your research and acknowledge the
contributions of others, adhering to the highest standards of academic integrity.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely used citation style guide in various academic
disciplines, particularly in history, literature, and the arts. It offers two primary systems for citation:
the notes and bibliography system, and the author-date system. For the purpose of citing books with
prefaces from critics, the notes and bibliography system is generally more prevalent and flexible,
allowing for detailed annotations and specific attributions.

The fundamental goal of any citation style is to provide readers with the necessary information to
locate and verify the sources used in your work. This includes clearly identifying the author, title,
publisher, and publication date of the source material. When dealing with specific components of a
book, like a preface, the system demands a precise approach to ensure clarity and avoid ambiguity.
Adhering to CMOS guidelines demonstrates your commitment to scholarly rigor and intellectual
honesty.

Basic Book Citation Elements in Chicago Style

Before delving into the specifics of prefaces, it's essential to grasp the foundational elements of
citing a book in Chicago style. In the notes and bibliography system, both footnotes/endnotes and
the bibliography require similar, though not identical, information. The key components typically



include:

Author(s) name(s)

Title of the book (italicized)

Place of publication

Publisher's name

Year of publication

Page numbers (for specific citations in notes)

The order and punctuation of these elements are crucial. For a standard book citation in a
bibliography entry, the author's last name is followed by their first name. In a footnote or endnote,
the author's name is presented in first name-last name order. The title of the book is always
italicized. Publisher information and publication date follow, often separated by a colon.

Citing a Book with a Preface: General Principles

When a book includes a preface, particularly one written by a critic who is not the primary author of
the main text, the citation needs to acknowledge this contribution. The critical preface often
provides valuable context, analysis, or interpretation of the work itself. Therefore, it's important to
distinguish between the author of the main work and the author of the preface in your citations.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes the importance of attributing all borrowed material to its
original source. When citing a preface, the primary concern is to identify who wrote the preface and
then provide the details of the book in which it appears. The specific format will depend on whether
you are citing the preface itself or using it to introduce the main work.

Identifying the Author of the Preface

The first step in correctly citing a book with a critic's preface is to accurately identify the author of
that specific prefatory material. This information is usually found at the beginning of the book, often
on a separate page or following the title page. Look for phrases like "Preface by..." or "Introduction
by..." followed by the critic's name.

It is imperative to distinguish the credited author of the preface from the author of the main body of
the book. If the book is a collection of essays, for example, the preface author might be an editor or a
renowned scholar commenting on the collection's theme. In other cases, the preface might be an
independent essay by a critic that contextualizes a reissued classic. Always double-check the



attribution to ensure accuracy.

Including the Preface Author in the Citation

When citing a book that has a preface written by a critic, the preface author's name must be
included in the citation, especially in notes. This is done to give credit to the critic for their specific
contribution to the work. The exact placement and phrasing will vary slightly between
footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography.

In a footnote or endnote, you would typically mention the preface author first, followed by the details
of the book. For instance, you might use phrasing like: "In his preface to [Book Title], [Preface
Author's Name] argues that..." This clearly establishes who is speaking. The subsequent citation
details for the book will then follow.

Citing the Original Work and the Preface Separately

Depending on your purpose, you might need to cite the main work and the preface separately, or you
might be focusing your citation on the preface itself as a distinct piece of writing. If you are quoting
directly from the preface, your citation should focus on the preface author and the book containing
it. If you are referencing the main work but mentioning the context provided by the preface, you
might structure your citation to highlight the main author while acknowledging the preface's
existence.

For example, if you are analyzing a critical preface, your citation will center on the preface author. If
you are discussing the core arguments of the main author but referencing the critical perspective
offered in the preface, you might cite the main author but include a note referencing the preface.
The key is to be precise about what part of the book you are referencing.

Examples of Chicago Style Citations for Books with
Prefaces

Let's illustrate the principles with concrete examples, using the notes and bibliography system.
Assume we are citing a hypothetical book titled "Literary Modernism: A Reevaluation" which has a
preface by Dr. Eleanor Vance.

Footnote/Endnote Citation Example:

When quoting directly from Dr. Vance's preface, a footnote or endnote might look like this:

Eleanor Vance, preface to Literary Modernism: A Reevaluation, by Arthur Sterling, ix (New1.



York: Academic Press, 2022).

Here, "ix" refers to the page number within the preface, which is often paginated with Roman
numerals. The structure clearly identifies Vance as the preface author and Sterling as the main
author.

Bibliography Entry Example:

The corresponding bibliography entry would be structured slightly differently:

Vance, Eleanor. Preface to Literary Modernism: A Reevaluation, by Arthur Sterling. New York:
Academic Press, 2022.

Notice the difference in name order (last name first for bibliography entries) and the absence of
page numbers in the main entry itself. The bibliography entry provides the foundational information
for locating the entire work, with the preface authorship clearly indicated.

Citing the Main Work While Referencing the Preface:

If you are citing the main text of Arthur Sterling's work but want to acknowledge the critical
perspective from Vance's preface, you might use a footnote like this:

Arthur Sterling, Literary Modernism: A Reevaluation (New York: Academic Press, 2022), 45.1.
Vance's preface offers a contrasting view on the development of modernist themes (Vance,
preface to Sterling, x).

This shows how to integrate the reference to the preface within a citation of the main text, providing
context for the reader without making the preface the sole focus of the citation.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style offers a choice between using footnotes or endnotes for citations within
the notes and bibliography system. Both serve the same purpose: to provide detailed source
information and commentary without disrupting the flow of the main text. The choice between them
is largely a matter of stylistic preference and the demands of specific publishers or institutions.

Footnotes: These appear at the bottom of the page on which the citation is made. They offer
the immediate advantage of having the source information readily available without the reader
having to turn to another page or section of the document.



Endnotes: These are collected at the end of the chapter or the entire work, listed in the order
they appear in the text. Some authors and publishers prefer endnotes as they can keep the
main body of the text cleaner and less visually cluttered.

Regardless of whether you choose footnotes or endnotes, the formatting of the citation itself remains
consistent. The critical element is the accurate and complete information presented, ensuring
readers can easily trace your sources, including those prefaced by critics.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Navigating the nuances of citation can lead to occasional errors. When citing books with prefaces
from critics, several common pitfalls should be avoided to maintain accuracy and professionalism.

Confusing the Preface Author with the Main Author: This is the most frequent error.
Always ensure you are attributing the preface to its correct author and the main work to its
primary author.

Omitting the Preface Author's Name: When the preface is a significant critical
contribution, failing to name its author is a disservice to their work and can mislead readers.

Incorrectly Formatting Page Numbers: Prefaces are often paginated with Roman
numerals, which should be indicated correctly in your citations.

Using the Wrong Citation System: While this guide focuses on the notes and bibliography
system, be aware of the author-date system if it is required for your work, as the presentation
of information will differ.

Inconsistent Formatting: Maintaining a consistent approach to punctuation, italics, and
capitalization is vital for a professional appearance and adherence to Chicago style guidelines.

By being mindful of these common issues and consistently referring to the Chicago Manual of Style,
you can produce accurate and credible citations for books featuring critical prefaces, thereby
strengthening the integrity of your academic work.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a book if the preface is written by an editor,
not a specific critic?
A: If an editor writes the preface to a collection of works, you would generally cite them as the
author of the preface. The format would be similar to citing a critic's preface, clearly identifying the



editor and the book they are introducing. For example: "John Doe, preface to Essays on Modern
Literature, ed. Jane Smith (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2023)."

Q: What is the difference between a preface and an
introduction when citing?
A: While often used interchangeably, in Chicago style, a preface is typically an author's or
contributor's introductory remarks about the book's genesis or purpose, whereas an introduction is
often a more scholarly or analytical piece that sets the stage for the main text. If a critic writes an
introduction rather than a preface, you would cite it as an "introduction by [Critic's Name]" following
similar Chicago style conventions.

Q: Do I need to cite the main author if I'm only quoting from
the preface?
A: Yes, you generally need to cite both the preface author and the main author of the book. The
preface is part of the larger work. In your note, you would specify the preface author and then
mention the main author of the book. The bibliography entry would typically list the main author
first, followed by the title and publication details, with the preface authorship noted separately.

Q: How do I cite a preface if it's very short, like just a
dedication?
A: A brief dedication is usually not cited as a formal preface unless it contains substantial content or
analysis. If it's a true preface with explanatory or contextual material, even if brief, it should be cited
following the standard Chicago style guidelines for prefatory material.

Q: What if the critic who wrote the preface is also the author
of the main book?
A: If the same person wrote both the preface and the main text, you would typically cite them as the
author of the book. The preface would be considered their own introductory material. In this
scenario, you wouldn't need to distinguish a separate preface author. The citation would focus on
the primary author and the book's title.

Q: Can I use an author-date citation style for a book with a
critic's preface?
A: Yes, Chicago style also offers an author-date system. If you are using this system, the citation for
a book with a preface would be adapted. For example, an in-text citation might look like (Vance,
preface to Sterling 2022, ix) or simply (Sterling 2022, 45) if referencing the main text, with the
preface's existence clarified in the bibliography.



Q: How important is it to include the publisher and place of
publication when citing a preface?
A: Including the publisher and place of publication is crucial for complete and accurate citation in
Chicago style, regardless of whether you are citing the main text or a preface. This information helps
readers locate the exact edition of the book you consulted.

Q: What if the preface is by a different critic in a later edition
of a book?
A: If a later edition includes a preface by a different critic, you should cite that specific edition and
the critic who wrote the preface for that edition. Your citation must reflect the edition you used. For
example, "Eleanor Vance, preface to Literary Modernism: A Reevaluation, 2nd ed. (New York:
Academic Press, 2024), ix."
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