
chicago manual of style for citing
books with preface from author's
perspective
chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from author's
perspective is a nuanced topic, particularly when an author contributes a
preface to another's work or when a preface is a significant part of the
publication being cited. Understanding the specific requirements of the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) ensures accurate and professional academic and
journalistic work. This guide will delve into the intricacies of citing books
with author-provided prefaces, covering both the bibliographic entry and in-
text citations. We will explore how to properly attribute the preface,
identify the primary author of the book, and handle different citation styles
within CMOS. Furthermore, we will discuss common pitfalls and provide clear
examples to help authors and researchers navigate these citation challenges
effectively, ensuring clarity and adherence to scholarly standards.
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Understanding the Role of a Preface

A preface serves a unique function in a book, often providing context,
personal reflections, or insights from the author or a contributing figure.
From an author's perspective, writing a preface involves distilling the
essence of the main work, offering a personal invitation to the reader, or
explaining the genesis of the book. When citing such a work, it is crucial to
distinguish between the author of the main text and the author of the
preface, especially if they are different individuals. The Chicago Manual of



Style provides clear guidelines to ensure that both contributions are
acknowledged accurately in academic and professional writing, thereby
respecting intellectual property and providing readers with precise source
information.

The preface can offer valuable introductory material, historical background,
or methodological explanations that are not always integrated into the main
body of the text. Recognizing its distinct nature is the first step in
correctly citing it. Whether it is an author reflecting on their own work's
development or a respected peer introducing a book, the preface holds a
specific place in the publication's architecture. This section will lay the
groundwork for understanding how CMOS addresses these distinctions in
citation practices.

Bibliographic Entries: Citing Books with Author
Prefaces

Creating a correct bibliographic entry for a book that includes a preface
written by an author is a fundamental aspect of academic integrity. The
Chicago Manual of Style, in its myriad editions, emphasizes clarity and
completeness in bibliographic records. When dealing with a preface, the
primary consideration is how to attribute the work appropriately,
acknowledging both the overall authorship of the book and the specific
contribution of the preface writer.

General Principles for CMOS Book Citations

The foundation of any CMOS book citation lies in providing essential
information: author(s), title, publication details, and a unique identifier.
For a standard book citation, the author's name, followed by the book's title
in italics, then the publication city, publisher, and year of publication,
forms the core. When a preface is involved, this structure might require
slight modifications to incorporate the preface author's details without
overshadowing the main author's credit.

Consistency is paramount. Whether you are citing a single source or a
multitude, adhering to the chosen CMOS system (notes-bibliography or author-
date) ensures a uniform and professional presentation of your sources. The
goal is to provide enough information for a reader to locate and verify the
source with ease.



Specifying the Author of the Preface

When an author writes a preface, their contribution needs to be clearly
indicated. CMOS provides specific formatting for this. The key is to
differentiate between the author of the main work and the author of the
preface, especially if they are different people. This ensures that credit is
given where it is due and that the reader understands the structure of the
sourced material.

The placement and wording of this attribution are critical. It typically
appears after the main author's name (if different) and before the title, or
it may be integrated into the description of the publication itself. This
detail is especially important when the preface offers a distinct perspective
or introduces the work from a unique vantage point.

When the Preface Author is Also the Book Author

In cases where the author of the book has also written the preface for their
own work, the citation is generally more straightforward. The author's name
is listed as the primary author of the book, and the preface is implicitly
understood to be their contribution. The citation focuses on the book as a
whole, with the preface being an integral part of that entity.

For example, a bibliography entry might simply list the author, title, and
publication details. There is no need to explicitly state "preface by
[Author's Name]" because it is assumed. The emphasis remains on the
comprehensive work authored by that individual. However, if the preface
contains specific, frequently cited material that warrants individual
attention, it can be referenced by page number in in-text citations, but the
primary bibliographic entry remains focused on the book's overall authorship.

When the Preface Author is Different from the Book
Author

This scenario presents a more complex citation challenge. When a preface is
written by someone other than the main author of the book, CMOS requires that
the preface author be identified. This is a crucial distinction for
accurately representing the authorship and contributions within the published
work.

The general format for the bibliographic entry in the notes-bibliography
system would look something like this: For the main author, list their name,
followed by the book title, publication details. Then, you would add a phrase
like "foreword by [Preface Author's Name]" or "preface by [Preface Author's



Name]." The specific wording depends on whether it's a foreword or a preface,
though the principle of attribution remains the same. This clearly delineates
the contribution of the preface writer.

Including Page Numbers for Prefaces

When citing material directly from a preface, it is essential to include page
numbers to direct the reader to the exact location of the cited information.
This applies to both footnotes/endnotes and the author-date system,
regardless of whether the preface author is the same as the book author or
different.

Page numbers are typically indicated after the citation of the preface
itself. For instance, in a footnote, after referencing the preface, you would
add a comma and then the page number(s). In the bibliography, the page
numbers for a preface are often included if the preface is a standalone
element being cited, or if it is a substantial part of the work being
referenced. This precision aids in the verification and consultation of
sources by your audience.

In-Text Citations for Books with Prefaces

In-text citations serve to briefly identify the source of information within
the body of your text, guiding the reader to the full bibliographic entry.
When citing material from a preface, whether written by the book's author or
a separate contributor, CMOS offers specific formats for both the notes-
bibliography and author-date citation systems. The goal is always to provide
immediate clarity about the source of the quoted or paraphrased material.

Footnote/Endnote Citation Format

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes or endnotes are used to cite
sources. When referencing a preface, the initial citation provides full
bibliographic details, similar to the bibliography but often with slightly
different punctuation. Subsequent citations can be shortened.

The first note might look like this if the preface author is different from
the book author:
1. John Smith, "Introduction to the World of Ideas," preface to The Grand
Theory by Jane Doe, vii-x (New York: Academic Press, 2023).
If the preface is by the book author:
1. Jane Doe, The Grand Theory (New York: Academic Press, 2023), preface, vii-
x.



Subsequent shortened notes would then refer to the author and page number,
e.g., Smith, "Introduction to the World of Ideas," ix; or Doe, The Grand
Theory, ix.

Author-Date Citation Format

The author-date system, commonly used in some academic disciplines, requires
parenthetical citations within the text. These citations typically include
the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number.

When citing a preface, the author credited for the preface would be used. If
John Smith wrote the preface for Jane Doe's book: (Smith 2023, ix). If Jane
Doe wrote her own preface: (Doe 2023, ix).

The corresponding entry in the reference list (which functions similarly to a
bibliography in this system) would provide full publication details,
including the preface attribution if applicable.

Referencing Specific Sections of the Preface

It is often necessary to refer to a particular point or passage within a
preface. In both citation systems, this is achieved by including the specific
page number(s) where the referenced material appears. This level of detail is
crucial for academic rigor and for enabling readers to easily locate the
exact information being discussed.

Whether you are quoting directly or paraphrasing an idea presented in the
preface, always accompany it with the correct page reference. This prevents
ambiguity and reinforces the accuracy of your citations. The practice is
consistent whether the preface is a few pages or an extensive introductory
essay.

Common Scenarios and Examples

Navigating CMOS citations for books with prefaces can be simplified by
examining common scenarios and applying the established rules. Understanding
how to handle these specific situations will enhance the accuracy and
professionalism of your work.



Citing a Collection with a Preface by a Contributing
Author

In collections of essays or edited volumes, a preface is often included,
written by a prominent figure or a key contributor, rather than the editor or
one of the essayists. In such cases, CMOS requires that the preface author be
clearly identified in both the bibliographic entry and in-text citations.

For a bibliographic entry (notes-bibliography system):
Miller, David, and Sarah Chen, eds. Essays on Modern Literature. Foreword by
Emily Carter. New York: University Books, 2022.

And in a footnote:
1. Emily Carter, foreword to Essays on Modern Literature, ed. David Miller
and Sarah Chen, iii-vi (New York: University Books, 2022).

If the preface is by the editor:
1. Sarah Chen, preface to Essays on Modern Literature, ed. David Miller and
Sarah Chen, iii-vi (New York: University Books, 2022).

Citing a New Edition with an Author's Revised
Preface

When a book is reissued with a new edition, the author may write a revised or
new preface. This preface is an integral part of the new edition and should
be cited accordingly, referencing the specific edition being used.

For a bibliographic entry (notes-bibliography system):
Johnson, Robert. The Art of Persuasion. Revised edition. New York: Scholastic
Press, 2021. (Original edition 2005)

If the revised preface is particularly significant and you are referencing it
directly:
1. Robert Johnson, preface to The Art of Persuasion, revised ed. (New York:
Scholastic Press, 2021), ix-xii.

The inclusion of "Revised edition" and the specific page numbers are crucial
for accuracy. If you are referencing the original text of the book, you would
cite the main body, but if your focus is on the author's updated thoughts in
the preface, then those specific pages must be noted.



Key Considerations for Accurate Citation

Accurate citation is not merely a matter of following rules; it is about
providing clarity, credibility, and respect for intellectual work. When
citing books with prefaces, several key considerations can prevent common
errors and ensure your citations are both compliant with CMOS and easily
understandable for your readers.

Identify the Author of the Preface: Always determine whether the preface
is written by the main author or a different individual. This is the
most critical step in correctly attributing the contribution.

Distinguish Foreword from Preface: While often used interchangeably,
CMOS distinguishes between a foreword (usually by someone other than the
author, offering an endorsement or context) and a preface (typically by
the author, discussing the book's aims or genesis). Pay attention to how
the book itself labels these sections.

Note the Edition: If citing a preface from a specific edition (e.g., a
revised or updated edition), ensure this information is clearly stated
in your citation.

Page Number Precision: Always include page numbers when referencing
material from a preface. This allows readers to locate the exact
information without ambiguity.

Consistency is Crucial: Adhere strictly to either the notes-bibliography
or author-date system throughout your document. Mixing systems can lead
to confusion.

Consult the Latest CMOS Edition: Citation styles can evolve. Always
refer to the most current edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the
most up-to-date guidelines.

By keeping these points in mind, authors and researchers can confidently cite
books containing prefaces, ensuring their work meets the highest standards of
academic and professional practice. The attention to detail in these aspects
reflects a commitment to scholarly rigor.

The Importance of Consistency in Citing
Prefaces

Consistency in citation is not just a stylistic preference; it is a
fundamental aspect of academic integrity and clear communication. When



dealing with the specific challenge of citing books with prefaces,
maintaining a consistent approach across all your citations ensures that your
readers can easily follow your sourcing and that your work appears polished
and professional.

Whether you are consistently referring to the preface author or the main
author, using the same format for all preface citations within your document
is paramount. This uniformity helps readers build a mental model of your
citation style, making it easier for them to navigate your bibliography or
reference list. Inconsistencies can be jarring and may suggest a lack of
attention to detail, which can inadvertently undermine the credibility of
your research.

Furthermore, consistent application of CMOS rules for prefaces, including the
correct placement of author names, titles, and page numbers, reinforces the
authority of your writing. It demonstrates that you have a thorough
understanding of the citation style and are committed to its accurate
implementation. This meticulousness is what separates well-researched and
presented work from that which is merely adequate.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a preface when the author of the
preface is different from the author of the main
book using Chicago Manual of Style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, your footnote or endnote would typically
start with the preface author's name, followed by the title of the preface
(if it has one and is distinct) or a descriptive term like "preface" or
"foreword," then the title of the book in italics, followed by "by" and the
main author's name, and finally the publication details and page numbers. For
example: Emily Carter, preface to The History of Ideas, by Arthur Pendelton,
vii-ix (London: Gilded Age Press, 2020).

Q: What if the book author also wrote the preface?
How is that cited in CMOS?
A: When the book author also wrote the preface, you generally cite the book
under the main author's name. In the bibliographic entry, you don't need to
explicitly mention the preface unless you are referencing specific pages from
it. For a footnote/endnote, you might cite it as: Arthur Pendelton, The
History of Ideas (London: Gilded Age Press, 2020), preface, vii.



Q: Does Chicago Manual of Style require page numbers
for preface citations?
A: Yes, Chicago Manual of Style strongly recommends including page numbers
whenever you cite specific material from a preface, whether in
footnotes/endnotes or in-text citations. This allows readers to locate the
exact source of your information.

Q: How do I format an in-text citation for a preface
using the author-date system in CMOS?
A: In the author-date system, an in-text citation for a preface would
typically include the last name of the preface author, the year of
publication, and the page number. For instance: (Carter 2020, viii). If the
book's author wrote the preface, you would use their last name and the year:
(Pendelton 2020, viii).

Q: Is there a difference in citation style if the
preface is titled versus untitled?
A: If the preface has a distinct title, you would include it in the citation
following the preface author's name. For example: John Doe, "An Author's
Thoughts," preface to My Life in Letters, by Jane Smith, i-iv (New York:
Riverside Press, 2019). If it's untitled, you would simply use "preface" or
"foreword" as the descriptive term.

Q: How do I handle citing a preface in the
bibliography versus a footnote/endnote in CMOS?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, the first footnote or endnote provides
full bibliographic information. Subsequent notes are shortened. The
bibliography entry provides complete details for the work. When a preface
author is different from the book author, the footnote often includes the
preface author's name first, followed by the book details, while the
bibliography entry lists the book under the main author's name with the
preface attribution noted.

Q: What is the difference between a preface and a
foreword in CMOS citation?
A: CMOS distinguishes between a preface and a foreword. A preface is
typically written by the author of the book and discusses the book's purpose
or history. A foreword is usually written by someone other than the author
and offers an endorsement or external perspective. In citations, this
distinction is maintained using "preface by" or "foreword by."



Q: Can I omit the preface citation if it's very
short?
A: Generally, if you are referencing specific content or ideas from a
preface, even a short one, it's best practice to cite it. Omitting a citation
can lead to accusations of plagiarism or imprecise research. CMOS emphasizes
thoroughness in sourcing.

Q: What if a book has both a preface and an
introduction? How do I cite them?
A: You would cite each section separately, identifying the author of each. If
the book author wrote both, you would cite the preface under their name and
page numbers, and the introduction under their name and page numbers. If
different individuals wrote them, you would cite each accordingly, clearly
attributing authorship to each.

Q: Where can I find the most current guidance on
citing prefaces in the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The most reliable source for current guidance is the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style. You can also consult reputable style guides or
university writing centers that often provide summaries and examples based on
the official CMOS manual.
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