
chicago manual of style for citing books with

preface by someone else

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for academic and

professional writing, ensuring consistency and clarity in citations. When referencing books, particularly

those featuring a preface contributed by a figure other than the main author, adherence to specific

guidelines is crucial for accurate attribution. This detailed guide will explore the nuances of the

Chicago Manual of Style for citing books with prefaces by someone else, covering both

footnote/endnote and author-date citation styles. We will delve into the components of a complete

bibliographic entry, the specific formatting for prefatory material, and common scenarios encountered

in academic research, ensuring you can properly acknowledge all contributors to a work. Mastering

these details is essential for avoiding plagiarism and demonstrating scholarly rigor when citing sources.
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Understanding Prefaces in Academic Citations

In academic writing, a preface serves as an introductory statement, often providing context,

background, or personal reflections on the work that follows. When this preface is written by someone

other than the primary author of the book, it introduces a layer of complexity to the citation process.

Properly attributing both the prefacer and the main author is vital for giving credit where it is due and

for allowing readers to accurately locate the source material. The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely

respected authority on citation practices, offers clear directives on how to handle these instances to

maintain scholarly integrity.

Failing to correctly cite a preface by a separate individual can lead to misattribution and undermine the

credibility of your research. It's not simply about listing the book; it's about acknowledging the specific

contribution of the prefacer. This section will lay the groundwork for understanding why and how these

elements are treated distinctly within the CMOS framework. We will explore the purpose of prefatory

material and its significance in the scholarly conversation.

Chicago Style: Footnote and Endnote Citations for Books with

Prefaces

The footnote and endnote system, also known as the notes-bibliography system, is one of the two

primary citation styles offered by the Chicago Manual of Style. In this system, a superscript number in



the text refers to a corresponding note (either at the bottom of the page or at the end of the document)

that provides the citation details. When citing a book with a preface by someone else, the goal is to

clearly identify the work, the prefacer, and the main author, ensuring that the reader can distinguish

their respective contributions.

Basic Footnote/Endnote Format

The fundamental approach in the notes-bibliography system is to treat the preface as a distinct

element within the book. The citation should begin by acknowledging the prefacer, followed by the title

of the preface (if it has one) and then the details of the book itself. This structure emphasizes the

prefacer's role in introducing the work.

Citing the Prefacer as Primary Authority

When citing a preface, the prefacer's name is typically listed first in the note, as they are the author of

that specific introductory material. This follows the principle of crediting the author of the text being

cited. For example, if a book titled "The History of Science" has a preface written by Dr. Eleanor

Vance, the citation would begin with Vance's name.

Including the Book's Main Author

Crucially, the citation must also include the main author of the book to provide complete context and

allow readers to identify the work being referenced. The main author's name will appear in its standard

place within the book's bibliographic details. This ensures that the primary work is properly attributed,

even while highlighting the preface.



Handling Anonymous Prefaces

In rare cases, a preface might be unsigned or attributed to an organization rather than an individual. In

such instances, the citation would begin with the title of the preface, if available, or a descriptive

phrase like "Preface," followed by the book's details. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity

and completeness, so even anonymous contributions should be indicated where possible.

Shortened Notes

Subsequent citations of the same source will use a shortened note format. This typically includes the

prefacer's last name, a shortened title of the preface (if applicable), and the page number. If the

preface is well-known or if the prefacer is the main focus of the discussion, the full name might be

retained in shortened notes for clarity. The overall principle remains to be as concise as possible while

still providing sufficient information for identification.

Chicago Style: Author-Date Citations for Books with Prefaces

The author-date system is another widely used citation style within the Chicago Manual of Style. It is

often favored in the social sciences and natural sciences. In this system, in-text citations typically

consist of the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by a page number if necessary.

The corresponding reference list at the end of the work provides full bibliographic details. The

approach to citing prefaces in the author-date system differs from the notes-bibliography style in how

the prefacer is integrated.



Basic Author-Date Format

In the author-date system, the primary entry in the reference list will generally be organized under the

name of the main author of the book. However, specific guidance is provided for situations where the

preface is a significant element and needs to be highlighted. The key is to ensure that the prefacer is

acknowledged, even though the main entry is under the book's author.

Distinguishing Prefacer from Author

When citing a book with a preface by someone else using the author-date system, the reference list

entry needs to clearly indicate who wrote the preface. This is often achieved by including the

prefacer's name and the title of the preface, followed by the main author and the book's publication

details. The in-text citation, however, will typically refer to the main author of the book, as that is the

primary work being referenced.

For example, a reference list entry might look something like this: Vance, Eleanor. "A New Dawn for

Science." In The History of Science, by John Smith, 1-15. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2023.

The in-text citation would then be (Smith 2023, 55) if referencing the main text, or (Vance, "New

Dawn") if specifically referencing a point made within the preface, though the former is more common

when the preface is introductory rather than a standalone essay.

Building a Complete Bibliography or Reference List

The bibliography (for notes-bibliography style) or reference list (for author-date style) is a cornerstone

of academic citation. It provides a comprehensive record of all sources consulted and used in a

research project. When dealing with books that include prefaces by individuals other than the main



author, the bibliography entry must be meticulously constructed to offer complete and accurate

information, enabling readers to find and verify the sources.

Entries for Footnote/Endnote Style

In the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography entry often mirrors the structure used in the notes

but may be slightly more detailed. The prefacer's name, the title of the preface, and then the full

bibliographic details of the book, including the main author, are essential components. The order and

punctuation are critical for adherence to CMOS guidelines.

Entries for Author-Date Style

For the author-date system, the reference list entries are alphabetized by the main author's last name.

However, as discussed, the preface writer needs to be explicitly mentioned. The format will typically list

the prefacer first, followed by the preface title, and then the details of the book, including the main

author and publication information. This ensures that both contributions are acknowledged.

Key Elements for Accuracy

Regardless of the citation style, several key elements must be present and correctly formatted for

accuracy:

The full name of the prefacer.

The title of the preface, if it has one, usually in quotation marks.



The word "in" to indicate that the preface is part of a larger work.

The title of the book, italicized.

The name of the main author of the book.

Publication information, including the city of publication, publisher, and year.

Page numbers for the preface, if readily available and relevant to the citation.

Meticulous attention to these details ensures that your citations are both compliant with the Chicago

Manual of Style and helpful to your readers.

Common Scenarios and Solutions

Academic research often presents unique citation challenges. When it comes to books with prefaces

by individuals other than the main author, certain common scenarios arise that require specific

attention to ensure adherence to the Chicago Manual of Style. Understanding these situations and

their solutions will enhance the accuracy and professionalism of your work.

Multiple Prefaces or Introductions

Some books feature more than one prefatory piece, perhaps an original preface and a new

introduction by a different scholar for a later edition. In such cases, you must clearly distinguish

between them in your citation. If citing an original preface, attribute it to its author. If citing a new

introduction, attribute it to the author of the introduction, and specify that it is an introduction for a

particular edition.



Prefaces by Well-Known Figures

When a preface is written by a prominent figure, it can add significant weight to the work. The Chicago

Manual of Style still dictates the same citation format, but it's important to ensure the prefacer's name

is spelled correctly and their credentials, if relevant to your argument, are accurately represented in

your context. The citation itself remains consistent, prioritizing the prefacer's contribution to that

specific piece of writing.

Online and E-book Versions

Citing prefaces in online or e-book formats requires adapting the standard CMOS guidelines to include

digital access information. This usually involves specifying the URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier)

and the date of access. The core principle of identifying the prefacer, the preface title, and the book's

author remains the same, with the addition of the necessary digital locators. The format might slightly

adjust to accommodate the platform, but the attribution of the preface's authorship is paramount.

For instance, an e-book citation might include a note like: Eleanor Vance, "A New Dawn for Science,"

in The History of Science, by John Smith, chap. 1, accessed October 26, 2023,

https://doi.org/xxxxxxxxx.

These examples demonstrate the flexibility and precision required when applying CMOS to various

source formats, ensuring that every component of the cited material is properly acknowledged.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference in citing a book with a preface by

someone else in footnotes versus the author-date system in CMOS?

A: The primary difference lies in where and how the prefacer is emphasized. In the footnote/endnote

system, the prefacer is typically listed first in the note and bibliography entry, making their contribution

immediately apparent. In the author-date system, the main author of the book heads the reference list

entry, but the prefacer and preface title are included within that entry for full acknowledgment.

Q: Should I include the page numbers for the preface when citing it?

A: Yes, if you are referencing specific content within the preface, you should include the relevant page

numbers in your in-text citation (for footnotes) or in your note. For the bibliography or reference list

entry, including the page range of the preface is good practice for completeness.

Q: What if the preface is very short or just a few paragraphs? Does it

still need to be cited separately?

A: If the preface is a distinct piece of writing by someone other than the main author, it should

generally be cited separately to give credit to the prefacer. Even short contributions deserve

acknowledgment in academic work.

Q: How do I cite a book where the preface is by the main author, but

they are discussing someone else's work?

A: If the main author writes the preface, you cite it under the main author's name. If they are

discussing another person's work within that preface, your citation would still be for the book by the

main author, but your in-text discussion or analysis would then reference the work by the other person,

citing it appropriately within your own text.



Q: What is the correct way to format the prefacer's name in a

bibliography entry?

A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, the prefacer's name is typically presented in the order of first name

followed by last name for footnotes/endnotes, and last name followed by first name for the

bibliography. However, for books with prefaces, the prefacer's name is listed first in the note and

bibliography entry, usually as First Name Last Name.

Q: Can I use the preface title in my shortened notes?

A: Yes, in the notes-bibliography system, shortened notes can include the preface title (or a shortened

version of it) if it helps to distinguish the source, especially if multiple works by the same author are

cited. However, if the prefacer is clearly identified and the work is singular, just the prefacer's last

name and page number might suffice.

Q: What if the preface is written by an anonymous author?

A: If a preface is anonymous, you would typically start the citation with the title of the preface if it has

one. If there's no title, you might use a descriptive phrase like "Preface" followed by the book's title

and publication details.

Q: How does CMOS handle prefaces for translated works?

A: For translated works, prefaces written by the translator or an editor of the translated edition should

be cited, acknowledging both the translator/editor of the preface and the original author of the work.

The preface writer would be credited for their introductory material, and the translator for the

translation.



Q: If I'm citing the entire book, do I still need to mention the prefacer?

A: Generally, if you are referring to the book as a whole and not specifically to content within the

preface, you would cite the main author of the book. However, if the preface is a significant

introductory element and you want to acknowledge its contribution to the overall work, you can

mention the prefacer in your text and then cite the book under the main author. The formal citation in

the bibliography or reference list will still distinguish the prefacer's contribution.
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