
chicago manual of style for citing books with
introductions
chicago manual of style for citing books with introductions, like any citation style, requires
careful attention to detail when referencing works that include introductory matter. Understanding
how to properly attribute an introduction written by someone other than the primary author of the
book is crucial for academic integrity and clear communication. This comprehensive guide will delve
into the specific requirements of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for citing books featuring
distinct introductions, covering both footnote/endnote citations and bibliography entries. We will
explore the nuances of identifying and citing the introducer, the original author, and the publication
details, ensuring accuracy and adherence to scholarly standards. Furthermore, this article will
provide practical examples and address common challenges faced when citing these complex
bibliographic items, offering a clear roadmap for researchers and writers navigating this aspect of
CMOS.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Citing
Books with Introductions

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and frequently updated style guide that
provides comprehensive rules for writing, citing, and formatting in many academic and professional
fields. When dealing with books that have an introduction written by a different individual than the
main author, CMOS offers precise guidelines to ensure clarity and proper attribution. The
fundamental principle is to distinguish clearly between the contributor of the introduction and the
author of the primary work. This distinction is vital for readers who may be interested in the
introduction's perspective or scholarly contribution separately from the main text.

Correctly citing such works acknowledges the intellectual property of both the introducer and the
original author. Failure to do so can lead to misattribution and a diminished understanding of the
book's genesis and scholarly context. CMOS prioritizes providing readers with enough information
to locate the exact source material, which includes specifying the role of each contributor and the
relevant page numbers within the book.

The Significance of the Introducer's Contribution

An introduction to a book, especially one written by a noted scholar or critic, often adds significant
value to the text. It might provide historical context, critical analysis, biographical information about
the author, or an interpretation of the work that is not present in the original text. The Chicago
Manual of Style recognizes this contribution by allowing for its separate citation, particularly in
footnotes and endnotes, where precision is paramount.

When an introduction offers a unique scholarly perspective or acts as a gatekeeper to the main
work, acknowledging the introducer’s role is a matter of academic courtesy and accuracy. CMOS
guidelines are designed to facilitate this acknowledgment, enabling readers to understand the
layered nature of the authorship and intellectual input within the book.

Footnote and Endnote Citations for Books with
Introductions

Footnotes and endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style are designed for detailed, in-text citations.
When citing a book with an introduction, the primary concern is to accurately reflect who wrote
what and where it can be found. The style for citing the introduction itself differs slightly from citing
the main body of the work.



Citing the Introduction Itself

When you are directly quoting or referencing material from the introduction, the citation must
clearly identify the introducer as the author of that specific section. The format typically begins with
the introducer’s name, followed by the title of the introduction (if it has one, often italicized or
enclosed in quotation marks depending on convention), then the title of the book, and finally, the
page number(s).

A common structure for citing an introduction in a footnote or endnote is as follows:

Introducer's First Name Last Name, "Title of Introduction," in Book Title, by Original Author's
First Name Last Name, page numbers (City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication).

It is crucial to note that the introducer is treated as the author of the introduction, and the original
author is credited as the author of the main work. The word "in" signifies that the introduction is
part of the larger book.

Citing the Main Work After the Introduction

If your citation refers to the main body of the book, authored by the primary author, and you have
already cited the introduction, the subsequent citations can be shortened according to CMOS rules.
However, if this is the first citation to the main work, or if you are referencing a different part of the
book, you will need to cite the original author. The format for citing the main work generally follows
the standard book citation format, focusing on the original author.

For a first-time citation of the main work after an introduction, it would look like this:

Original Author's First Name Last Name, Book Title, page numbers (City of Publication:
Publisher, Year of Publication).

Subsequent shortened notes will then refer to the original author and the specific page number
without repeating the full publication details, as long as the context is clear.

Handling Prefaces and Forewords

Prefaces and forewords can sometimes be treated similarly to introductions, especially if they are
written by a different person. CMOS guidelines often suggest treating these as distinct components
of the book. The key is to identify the author of the preface or foreword and the author of the main
work. The citation format will mirror that of introductions, clearly attributing the preliminary
material to its author.

For a preface written by someone other than the main author:



Preface author's First Name Last Name, "Preface," in Book Title, by Original Author's First
Name Last Name, page numbers (City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication).

The key is consistency and clarity. If the preface is by the main author, it is usually cited as part of
the main work. The distinction arises when a separate individual contributes this preliminary
material.

Bibliography Entries for Books with Introductions

The bibliography entry, which appears at the end of a paper or book, provides a comprehensive list
of all sources consulted. When citing books with introductions, the bibliography entry must also
clearly delineate the roles of the introducer and the original author, providing a complete
bibliographic record.

Structuring the Bibliography Entry

The Chicago Manual of Style's bibliography entries are generally formatted with the author's last
name first, followed by their first name. For works with introductions by different authors, this
convention is maintained but requires careful structuring to avoid confusion. The introducer is
typically listed first, followed by the details of the book they introduced.

A standard bibliography entry for a book with an introduction would appear as follows:

Introducer's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Introduction." In Title of Book, by Original
Author's First Name Last Name, page numbers. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.

Notice the use of italics for the book title, a common practice in CMOS bibliographies. The
introducer’s name is presented in the standard bibliography format, signifying their contribution as
an author of a distinct part of the work.

Differentiating Between the Introducer and the Author

The crucial element in the bibliography entry is the clear differentiation between the introducer and
the main author. By listing the introducer first and then specifying their contribution ("Title of
Introduction") within the context of the larger work ("In Title of Book"), the distinction is made
explicit. The original author is then credited with the primary authorship of the book.

This structure ensures that readers can readily identify who wrote the introduction and who is
responsible for the main content. It’s a systematic way to represent the multifaceted authorship of
such books, upholding scholarly rigor.



Including Publisher and Publication Details

As with any bibliography entry, complete publication information is essential. This includes the city
of publication, the publisher’s name, and the year of publication. This information allows readers to
locate the specific edition of the book that was consulted. For books with introductions, this
information pertains to the entire volume, as both the introduction and the main work are part of the
same published entity.

The inclusion of the full bibliographic details reinforces the accuracy of the citation and contributes
to the overall completeness of the bibliography. It’s a standard requirement in CMOS to ensure the
reader can trace the source accurately.

Specific Scenarios and Advanced Considerations

While the general rules for citing introductions are straightforward, certain scenarios can present
unique challenges. Understanding these specific cases ensures a more robust and accurate
application of CMOS guidelines.

Introductions to Reprinted Works

When citing an introduction to a reprinted work, such as a classic novel or a collection of essays that
has been reissued with a new introduction, it's vital to acknowledge both the original author and the
author of the new introduction. The citation should reflect the publication details of the edition you
are using.

The format might look like this:

Introducer's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Introduction." In Title of Original Work, by
Original Author's First Name Last Name. Introduction to Original Work. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year of Publication.

The key is to clearly indicate that the introduction is to the original work and that it is part of a new
edition, often specified by the year of republication.

Introductions to Anthologies and Collections

For anthologies or collections where an editor has also written an introduction, the citation needs to
be handled with care. If you are citing the introduction itself, the editor is credited as the author of
the introduction. If you are citing a specific piece within the collection, you would cite the author of
that piece, and the editor would be acknowledged as the compiler of the collection.



When citing the introduction to an anthology:

Editor's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Introduction." In Title of Anthology, edited by
Editor's First Name Last Name, page numbers. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.

This format distinguishes the editor's role as the writer of the introduction from their role as the
curator of the collection.

Multiple Introductions

In rare cases, a book might feature more than one introduction, perhaps by different individuals or
from different historical periods. CMOS advocates for clarity. If you are referencing one of several
introductions, you must specify which one. This might involve using a descriptive phrase in the
citation or footnote.

For example, if citing a second, distinct introduction:

Second Introducer's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Second Introduction." In Title of Book,
by Original Author's First Name Last Name, second introduction, page numbers. City of
Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

The goal is always to provide enough information for the reader to pinpoint the exact source without
ambiguity.

Key Takeaways for Accurate Citation

Mastering the citation of books with introductions in the Chicago Manual of Style boils down to a
few core principles. Always prioritize clarity and accuracy, ensuring that the contributions of both
the introducer and the original author are distinctly recognized. Pay close attention to the specific
formatting requirements for footnotes/endnotes versus bibliography entries, as these differ in their
level of detail and structure.

Remember to treat the introducer as the author of the introductory material and the original author
as the author of the main text. When in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style itself, as it provides the most authoritative and up-to-date guidance. Consistent application of
these rules will enhance the credibility and readability of your scholarly work.

FAQ



Q: How do I cite an introduction that doesn't have a formal
title?
A: If an introduction is not formally titled, you can indicate this in your citation by using a
descriptive phrase such as "Introduction" in place of the title. For example, in a footnote, it might
appear as: John Smith, Introduction, in The Great Novel, by Jane Doe, 1-15 (New York: Publisher,
2023).

Q: What if the introduction is by the same author as the main
work?
A: If the author of the introduction is also the author of the main work, you do not need to cite the
introduction separately. It is considered part of the author’s overall contribution to the book. You
would cite the book as you normally would, referencing the relevant page numbers.

Q: How do I cite a foreword written by a different person than
the author?
A: A foreword is treated similarly to an introduction. The author of the foreword is cited for that
specific section. In a footnote, it might look like: Emily Carter, Foreword, in A Journey Through
Time, by Robert Johnson, i-vii (London: Publisher, 2020). The bibliography entry would follow a
similar pattern.

Q: What is the difference between citing an introduction in a
footnote versus the bibliography?
A: Footnotes and endnotes provide a more detailed, in-text citation, often including page numbers.
The bibliography entry is a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources, and while it includes
similar information, it omits specific page numbers for individual citations and is formatted for a
different purpose (locating the source).

Q: Should I italicize the title of an introduction?
A: Generally, titles of standalone works (like books or journals) are italicized. Titles of shorter works
that are part of a larger whole (like articles, chapters, or introductions within a book) are typically
enclosed in quotation marks. Always refer to the specific edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for
the most current guidelines on this.

Q: How do I handle citing an introduction if the book has
multiple introductions from different eras?
A: If a book contains multiple introductions, you must be specific in your citation. You might include
a descriptor like "Foreword to the 1950 edition" or "Author's preface to the second edition" to clarify
which introduction you are referencing. The key is to provide enough detail for the reader to identify



the precise material.

Q: Is there a specific way to cite an introduction when
referencing a translated work?
A: Yes, when citing an introduction to a translated work, you should credit the introducer, the
translator, and the original author. The format will specify the introducer, then the translated title,
the original author, and the translator. For example: Maria Garcia, Introduction, in The Shadowed
Path, trans. David Lee, original by Sofia Rossi (Paris: Publisher, 2018).
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