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chicago manual of style for citing books with introduction by someone else. This comprehensive guide
will demystify the process of properly attributing works that feature an introduction penned by an
individual distinct from the primary author. Navigating citation styles can often be complex, and
understanding how to acknowledge both the main text and its introductory remarks is crucial for
academic integrity and adherence to scholarly standards. We will delve into the nuances of the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), specifically addressing the common scenario of citing books where a
separate individual has contributed an introduction. This article will cover essential elements such as
identifying the correct components for footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies, differentiating
between the introducer and the author, and ensuring accurate representation of these multifaceted
contributions. Whether you are a student, researcher, or seasoned academic, mastering this specific
citation challenge will enhance your work's credibility and polish.
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Understanding the Role of the Introduction

An introduction, preface, foreword, or afterword is often a distinct piece of writing within a larger
work. When penned by someone other than the primary author of the main text, it represents a
significant contribution that deserves proper scholarly recognition. These introductory materials can
offer valuable context, personal reflections, historical background, or critical insights that enhance the
reader's understanding of the book's content and significance. Failing to cite these elements correctly
can lead to misattribution and a less complete representation of the scholarly effort involved in a
publication.

The individual who writes the introduction, preface, or foreword is not the author of the book's
primary content. This distinction is paramount when constructing citations. The introducer's name
should be clearly identified in relation to their specific contribution, while the book's main author or
editor remains the central figure of the citation. Understanding this hierarchy of authorship is the first
step in accurately applying citation rules.

Chicago Manual of Style: Core Principles for Citations



The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. This article focuses on the notes-bibliography system, which is
more commonly used in the humanities and involves footnotes or endnotes along with a bibliography.
The fundamental principle of CMOS is clarity and completeness, ensuring that a reader can easily
locate the source being referenced. Every element of a citation—author, title, publication details, and
specific parts of a work—must be presented accurately.

When dealing with composite works or those with special contributions like introductions, CMOS
provides specific guidelines to ensure that all contributors are acknowledged appropriately. The goal
is to present a faithful representation of the original source, giving credit where it is due to each
individual who shaped the publication. This attention to detail distinguishes professional scholarship
from more casual referencing.

Citing Books with an Introduction: Footnotes and
Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes
(appearing at the end of the chapter or book) are used to provide source information for specific
quotations, paraphrases, or ideas. When citing a book that includes an introduction by someone else,
the footnote or endnote requires a specific structure to differentiate the introducer from the main
author. The introducer's contribution is treated as a distinct element within the larger work.

The general format for a first-time note citation for a book with an introduction is as follows:

For the introducer's name.

"Title of the Introduction," in the title of the main book (place of publication: Publisher, year),
page number(s) of the introduction.

It is crucial to enclose the title of the introduction in quotation marks and italicize the title of the main
book. The publisher, place of publication, and year of publication are standard bibliographic details.
The page numbers cited should refer to the specific pages within the introduction itself.

Here's a more detailed breakdown of the elements for a footnote or endnote:



Introducer's Full Name: This is the name of the person who wrote the introduction.

Title of the Introduction: This is the specific title given to the introductory essay, often
italicized or in quotation marks according to CMOS guidelines. For an introduction, it is typically
enclosed in quotation marks.

Title of the Main Book: This is the title of the work as a whole, which should be italicized.

Publication Details: This includes the city of publication, the publisher's name, and the year
the book was published.

Specific Page Numbers: Indicate the page(s) where the material you are referencing can be
found within the introduction.

For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened form of the note is used, typically including
the introducer's last name, a shortened title of the introduction, and the page number. For example:
"Smith, 'Foreword to the New Edition,' 15." If the introduction has no formal title, you might use
"Introduction by Smith," followed by the book title and page number.

Identifying the Introducer and Main Author

The key to correctly citing a book with an introduction by someone else lies in clearly distinguishing
the roles. The person credited on the cover or title page as the author of the main text is the primary
author. The person credited with writing the introduction, preface, foreword, or epilogue is the
contributor whose name precedes the main title in the citation. Always look for clear attributions on
the title page or in the preliminary matter of the book.

Handling Different Types of Introductory Material

While "introduction" is the most common term, CMOS also recognizes other preliminary essays. These
include:

Preface: Usually written by the author of the main text, but sometimes by another person to
offer a specific perspective.



Foreword: Typically written by an expert or prominent figure to endorse or contextualize the
book, almost always by someone other than the main author.

Afterword: Appears at the end of the book and often offers a concluding reflection or
commentary.

The citation format for these, when written by someone other than the main author, generally follows
the same pattern as an introduction, with the contributor's name and the title of their piece preceding
the main book title. For example, if a renowned historian writes a foreword for a novel, the foreword
writer's name and the title of the foreword would be cited first.

The Bibliography Entry for Books with an Introduction

The bibliography entry for a book with an introduction by someone else requires a similar structure to
the notes but is typically presented in a different order and without page numbers for the entire
introduction. The bibliography aims to provide complete bibliographic information for all sources cited
in the text. The entry should clearly credit both the introducer and the main author.

The standard format for a bibliography entry when an introduction is by a different author is:

Introducer's Last Name, First Name. "Title of the Introduction." In Title of the Main Book, by Main
Author's First Name Last Name, Page range of the introduction. Place of publication: Publisher,
Year.

Notice the key differences from the note citation:

Author Order: The introducer's name is listed first, in last name, first name format.

Main Author: The main author's name follows, in first name last name format, often preceded
by "by."

Title of the Introduction: It remains in quotation marks.



Title of the Main Book: It remains italicized.

Page Range: The page numbers cited here refer to the entire span of the introduction, not just
a single page of reference. For example, if the introduction spans pages xi–xx, you would list
"xi–xx."

Publication Information: Place, publisher, and year are included.

Here’s an example of how this would look:

Foucault, Michel. "Foreword." In The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human Sciences, by
Michel Foucault, vii–xix. New York: Vintage Books, 1994.

In this example, Michel Foucault is both the introducer (writing a foreword) and the main author.
However, if another person had written the foreword, their name would appear first, followed by
"Foreword," and then the main book title and author.

Differentiating Bibliography Entry Styles

The crucial distinction in the bibliography entry is how the introducer is presented relative to the main
author. The person who wrote the introduction is listed first as the primary entry, followed by the
book's main author. This arrangement emphasizes the contribution of the introductory essay to the
overall work. If the introduction is unpaginated or lacks a formal title, CMOS provides guidance on how
to describe it, such as "Introduction by [Introducer's Name]."

Handling Multiple Authors or Editors

If the book itself is a collection of essays edited by one or more individuals, and one of those editors
also wrote an introduction, the citation structure needs to reflect that. Generally, if the editor is also
the introducer, their name will appear first for both roles. If a separate individual wrote the
introduction and the book is edited, the editor's name will appear after the main book title, often
preceded by "edited by." Always consult the title page and copyright page for the most accurate
information regarding authorship and editorship.



Variations and Edge Cases in Introduction Citations

While the core principles remain consistent, certain situations present unique challenges. These can
include anonymously written introductions, introductions published in multiple editions, or
introductions that are themselves excerpts from larger works. CMOS offers specific advice for these
less common scenarios.

For instance, if an introduction is written by a well-known figure but lacks a formal title, you might use
a descriptive phrase like "Introduction by [Full Name]." If the book has multiple introductions or
forewords by different individuals, each should be cited according to its specific attribution.

Anonymously Written Introductions

In rare cases, an introduction might be published anonymously. If the author of the introduction is
truly unknown and not credited, the citation would begin with the title of the introduction, followed by
the main book title. For example: "The Editor's Preface," in Essays on Modern Art, by John Doe. The
bibliography would follow a similar pattern, listing the title first. However, CMOS strongly encourages
identifying authors whenever possible.

Introductions in Different Editions

When citing an introduction that appears in a specific edition of a book (e.g., a new foreword for a
centennial edition), it is vital to include the edition information in your citation. This ensures accuracy,
as different editions may have different introductory materials. The format would typically involve
noting the edition number or year after the book title. For example: The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott
Fitzgerald, introd. by Harold Bloom, new ed. (New York: Scribner, 2004).

Introductions as Excerpts

Occasionally, an introduction might be an excerpt or republication of a longer piece by the introducer.
In such cases, you might need to cite the original source of the introduction in addition to its inclusion
within the book. This ensures proper attribution for both the original work and its use in the current
publication. This often involves a note indicating that the introduction is reprinted from another
source.



Key Takeaways for Accurate Citing

Accurate citation is a hallmark of scholarly work. When citing books with an introduction by someone
else, the key is to meticulously distinguish the introducer from the main author and present this
information clearly in both notes and the bibliography. Always refer to the title page and copyright
page for precise author names, titles, and publication details. Understanding the structure of both the
notes-bibliography system and the specific formatting for introductory materials is essential.

Remember to consistently apply the rules for quotation marks around the introduction's title and
italics for the main book title. Pay close attention to the order of names and the inclusion of relevant
page numbers or page ranges. By internalizing these principles and consulting the latest edition of
The Chicago Manual of Style when in doubt, you can ensure your citations are accurate, professional,
and compliant with academic standards. This diligence not only upholds academic integrity but also
enhances the reader's ability to trace your sources effectively.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a book where the introduction is written by
the same person as the main author?
A: If the main author also wrote the introduction, preface, or foreword, you generally only need to cite
the main author and the book title. The introduction is considered part of their authorship of the work.
You would not typically add a separate citation for the introduction itself unless it was a lengthy,
distinct piece with its own title and you were referencing specific parts of it. In the notes-bibliography
system, the primary citation would be for the book by the author.

Q: What is the difference between an introduction and a
preface in Chicago style citation?
A: While both appear before the main text, "introduction" often provides an overview of the book's
subject, arguments, or historical context, and can be written by someone other than the main author.
A "preface" is usually written by the author of the book to explain their motivations, research process,
or acknowledgments. In CMOS, when they are by different authors, the citation format for citing them
in notes and bibliography is similar, prioritizing the contributor's name and the title of their piece.

Q: Should I italicize the title of the introduction or the main
book title in Chicago style?
A: According to the Chicago Manual of Style, the title of the main book should be italicized. The title of
an introduction, foreword, or preface (when it's a distinct piece being cited) should be enclosed in
quotation marks.



Q: How do I handle page numbers for an introduction citation
in Chicago style?
A: In footnote or endnote citations, you cite the specific page number(s) where you found the material
within the introduction. For the bibliography entry, you provide the entire page range of the
introduction (e.g., xi–xx).

Q: What if the introduction has no title? How do I cite it in
Chicago style?
A: If an introduction lacks a formal title, you can use a descriptive phrase such as "Introduction by
[Introducer's Full Name]" in your note and bibliography. For example, in a note: John Smith,
"Introduction by Jane Doe," in The History of Art, 35. In the bibliography: Doe, Jane. "Introduction by
Jane Doe." In The History of Art, by John Smith, i–vii. New York: Publisher, Year.

Q: How do I cite an introduction written by an editor of an
anthology?
A: When an editor of an anthology also writes the introduction, their name appears first in the citation
for the introduction, followed by the title of the introduction, and then the title of the anthology. The
bibliography entry would list the editor's name, followed by the introduction title in quotation marks,
and then the anthology title in italics, along with the editor's role (e.g., "edited by").

Q: Can I use a shortened note format for subsequent citations
of an introduction?
A: Yes, as with any source in Chicago style, after the first full note citation, subsequent references to
the same introduction can use a shortened format. This typically includes the introducer's last name,
a shortened title of the introduction (in quotation marks), and the page number. For example: Smith,
"Foreword to New Edition," 15.

Q: What if a book has multiple introductions or forewords by
different people?
A: If a book features multiple introductions or forewords by different individuals, each piece should be
cited individually. The citation for each will start with the respective introducer's name and the title of
their specific piece, followed by the main book title and publication details. Ensure you are
referencing the correct introduction for the specific passage you are quoting or paraphrasing.

Q: How does the author-date system differ for citing books
with introductions in Chicago style?
A: In the author-date system, the citation would typically appear in parentheses within the text, like
(Introducer's Last Name Year, page number). The bibliography entry would be similar in structure to



the notes-bibliography system but would often place the year of publication earlier. The core principle
of differentiating the introducer from the main author remains the same. However, this guide focuses
on the notes-bibliography system.

Q: Where can I find the definitive rules for citing introductions
in Chicago style?
A: The definitive source for all citation rules is The Chicago Manual of Style itself. It is recommended
to consult the latest edition of the manual for the most up-to-date and comprehensive guidelines,
especially when encountering unique citation scenarios.
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