chicago manual of style for citing books with
epilogues

chicago manual of style for citing books with epilogues: A Comprehensive Guide for Academic and
Professional Writers. Navigating the intricacies of academic citation can be a daunting task, especially
when dealing with less common textual elements like epilogues. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
provides detailed guidelines for such situations, ensuring accuracy and consistency in scholarly work.
This article delves into the specific requirements for citing books that feature epilogues, offering clear
explanations and practical examples. We will explore how to handle epilogues in both
footnotes/endnotes and bibliographies, covering various scenarios. Understanding these nuances is
crucial for researchers, students, and anyone aiming to adhere to rigorous academic standards.
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Understanding the Epilogue in Literary Context

An epilogue, in its most basic definition, is a concluding section that follows the main narrative of a
book. It often provides a sense of closure, offering insights into the characters' futures or resolving
lingering plot points that were not fully addressed in the climax. Unlike a conclusion that summarizes
events, an epilogue typically extends beyond the primary timeline of the story.

The purpose of an epilogue can vary significantly. It might serve to offer a glimpse into the long-term
consequences of the story's events, show how characters have evolved after the main conflict, or
even hint at future installments in a series. In some genres, like historical fiction or speculative fiction,
an epilogue might offer a factual or speculative commentary on the themes explored in the main text.

From a citation perspective, recognizing an epilogue as a distinct part of the book is the first step
toward correctly referencing it. It is not simply part of the main text, nor is it usually considered an
appendix unless it serves a supplementary, non-narrative function. Its position after the main body of
the work, yet before any indices or author's notes, often signals its unique status.

CMOS Citation Basics for Books

Before delving into the specifics of epilogues, it's essential to grasp the fundamental principles of
citing books in The Chicago Manual of Style. CMOS employs two distinct citation systems: the NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY system and the AUTHOR-DATE system. This article will primarily focus on the NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY system, which is more common in the humanities, as it directly addresses the nuances



of referencing specific textual elements through notes.

In the NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY system, a citation begins with a note (footnote or endnote) and is
followed by a full entry in the bibliography. The note provides a precise location of the information
being cited, while the bibliography offers a comprehensive list of all sources consulted. Both notes
and bibliography entries follow a standardized format, which includes author, title, publication details,
and page numbers.

Key elements for a basic book citation in CMOS notes include the author's name (first name first), the
title of the book (italicized), publication information (city, publisher, year), and the specific page
number(s). The bibliography entry generally follows a similar order but may present the author's
name last name first for alphabetization and may omit page numbers for a general reference to the
work.

Citing Books with Epilogues in Footnotes and Endnotes

When citing an epilogue in footnotes or endnotes using the Chicago Manual of Style, the primary goal
is to pinpoint the exact location of the referenced material. The general rule is to treat the epilogue as
you would any other part of the book, but to clearly indicate that you are referencing this specific
section. This typically involves mentioning the epilogue by name and providing the relevant page
number(s).

For a direct quotation from an epilogue, the note would include the author's name, the book title,
publication details, and the specific page number where the quote appears. Crucially, you would also
identify the section as the "epilogue." For example, a note might read: "John Smith, The Last Chapter
(New York: Fictional Press, 2023), epilogue, 245." This clearly tells the reader that the cited material is
found within the epilogue on page 245.

If you are paraphrasing or summarizing information from the epilogue, the citation would be similar,
still referencing the epilogue and the corresponding page number. The key is to maintain specificity. If
the epilogue has a specific title, that title should also be included in the note. However, most
epilogues are not individually titled and are simply designated as "Epilogue."

Referencing Specific Pages within an Epilogue

When you need to reference a particular passage or idea that appears on a specific page within the
epilogue, the format remains consistent. The essential components are the author, title, publication
data, the designation of "epilogue," and the exact page number. For instance, if you are discussing a
point made on page 250 of the epilogue, your note would look like this: "Jane Doe, A New Dawn
(London: Literary House, 2022), epilogue, 250."

It is important to distinguish between citing the epilogue as a whole and citing specific pages within it.
If you are making a general point about the epilogue's content without referring to a precise quote or
idea on a particular page, you might simply refer to the epilogue as a section. However, for academic



rigor, citing specific page numbers is always preferred.

Citing the Epilogue as a Whole

In some cases, you might refer to the epilogue as a conceptual element without necessarily quoting
directly from a specific page. Even in these instances, it is good practice to provide a page range for
the epilogue if it is clearly demarcated. For example, if the epilogue spans pages 240-260, you might
cite it as: "Richard Roe, Future Echoes (Chicago: University Books, 2021), epilogue, 240-260."

This approach allows the reader to locate the entire section for context. However, if the epilogue is
short and on a single page, then citing that single page number is sufficient. The primary objective is
to enable the reader to easily find the referenced material.

Citing Books with Epilogues in Bibliographies

The bibliography entry for a book containing an epilogue generally mirrors the standard book citation
format. The Chicago Manual of Style does not typically require a separate entry for the epilogue itself
in the bibliography unless it is a separately published work or a significant standalone piece within a
collection. Instead, the epilogue is considered part of the overall book.

The main bibliography entry for the book will list the author, the title of the book, and the publication
details. For example, a standard bibliography entry would be: Smith, John. The Last Chapter. New
York: Fictional Press, 2023.

When you have cited the epilogue in your notes, the reader will refer to the bibliography entry for the
full details of the book. The note itself has already specified that the referenced material is from the
epilogue. Therefore, the bibliography entry does not need to explicitly mention the epilogue unless it
iS @ unique circumstance.

When to Mention the Epilogue in a Bibliography Entry

There are rare instances where you might need to add a descriptor to the bibliography entry. This is
generally when the epilogue is unusually prominent, has a distinct title, or is a significant contribution
that warrants highlighting. For example, if the epilogue is a critical essay or a separate piece of fiction
by a different author within the same volume, it might be treated differently. However, for standard
narrative epilogues, this is not necessary.

The most common scenario where you might note the epilogue in a bibliography is if you are citing

multiple sections of the same book and want to differentiate. However, CMOS generally prefers that
the note specifies the location (like "epilogue") and the bibliography entry remains standard for the
book itself.



Variations in Epilogue Citation

While the core principles for citing epilogues remain consistent, certain variations can arise depending
on the nature of the epilogue and the context of your citation. These variations usually involve how
clearly the epilogue is demarcated within the book or if it carries a specific title.

If the epilogue is not explicitly labeled as "Epilogue" but is a concluding section that functions as one,
you may need to describe it as such in your note. For instance, if the final section is titled "Afterword"
but serves the purpose of an epilogue, you could note: "Smith, The Last Chapter, 'Afterword,' 245."
However, if it's clearly presented as an epilogue, the standard notation is preferred.

Another variation occurs when an epilogue is written by a different author than the main text, or if it's
a commentary on the main work. In such cases, the citation might need to reflect the authorship of
the epilogue itself, especially in the bibliography. However, for most standard fictional works, the
author of the main text is also considered the author of the epilogue.

Epilogues with Distinct Titles

Some books may give their epilogues distinct titles rather than simply labeling them as "Epilogue." In
such cases, the title of the epilogue should be included in the citation, enclosed in quotation marks,
following the book title and publication details, and preceding the page number. For example: "Jane
Doe, A New Dawn (London: Literary House, 2022), 'The Future Unfolds,' 250."

This approach ensures that the reader can precisely locate the referenced material, especially if the
epilogue has a unique thematic title that distinguishes it from the main narrative. It adds an extra
layer of clarity to your citation.

Epilogues in Edited Collections

Citing an epilogue within an edited collection requires careful attention to the structure of the citation.
If the epilogue is part of a larger work within the collection (e.g., a short story with an epilogue), you
would cite it as you would any other part of that work, noting the epilogue within the specific story's
citation. If the epilogue is a standalone piece at the end of the entire collection, it would be cited as a
distinct contribution, often with its author and title, followed by the collection's details.

For example, if an epilogue is by a different author at the end of a collection, the note might look like
this: "John Doe, 'Epilogue to the Volume,' in Collected Works, ed. Jane Roe (New York: Publisher,
2023), 300." The bibliography would then include a full entry for this epilogue as a distinct piece
within the collection.



Special Considerations for Epilogues

Beyond the standard citation formats, there are a few special considerations when dealing with
epilogues that authors should keep in mind to ensure their citations are both accurate and compliant
with the Chicago Manual of Style. These often relate to the purpose and placement of the epilogue.

One consideration is whether the epilogue is considered part of the primary narrative or a
supplementary piece. For most fiction, it's integrated into the narrative flow. However, if an epilogue
takes the form of an appendix or a scholarly commentary, its citation might shift towards appendix-
style referencing, though this is less common for traditional epilogues.

Another point is the potential for confusion with similar concluding sections, such as afterwords,
postscripts, or author's notes. It is crucial to correctly identify the section as an epilogue and cite it
accordingly. Mislabeling can lead to a loss of clarity for the reader and potential inaccuracies in the
citation.

Epilogues vs. Afterwords and Postscripts

It's important to distinguish an epilogue from an afterword or a postscript, as their citation and
content can differ. An epilogue is typically a narrative extension that takes place after the main
story's conclusion. An afterword, on the other hand, is usually a commentary written by the author or
an editor reflecting on the work, its creation, or its themes. A postscript (P.S.) is a note added after
the main body of a letter or document.

When citing an afterword, you would typically refer to it as such. For example: "John Smith, The Last
Chapter, 'Afterword,' 261." The bibliography entry would remain for the main book. Citations for
postscripts are less common in academic works unless the primary source itself is a letter or a
document that includes one.

Citing Non-Fiction Books with Epilogues

While epilogues are most commonly associated with fiction, non-fiction books can also feature them.
In non-fiction, an epilogue often serves to provide a final reflection, offer updated information, or
discuss the long-term implications of the subject matter. The citation principles for these epilogues in
non-fiction books largely remain the same as for fiction.

You would cite the epilogue by name, followed by the page number(s) where it appears. For instance,
if a history book has an epilogue discussing the lasting impact of an event, you would cite it as:
"Richard Roe, A Nation's Reckoning (Boston: Historical Press, 2020), epilogue, 350." The bibliography
entry will be for the book itself.

The key is to accurately identify the section and its location. Whether the book is fiction or non-fiction,
the Chicago Manual of Style prioritizes clarity and precision in directing the reader to the source



material. Ensuring the epilogue is correctly labeled in your notes and, if necessary, in your
bibliography, is paramount for academic integrity.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style distinguish between
an epilogue and an afterword for citation purposes?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style distinguishes between an epilogue and an afterword primarily by their
function and typical placement. An epilogue is usually a narrative continuation of the story, placed
after the main body of the text. An afterword is typically a reflective or analytical commentary, often
written by the author or an editor, about the work itself. In notes, you would specify "epilogue" or
"afterword" along with the relevant page numbers. For example, for an epilogue: "Author, Book Title,
epilogue, page number." For an afterword: "Author, Book Title, 'Afterword,' page number."

Q: Do | need to include the epilogue in my bibliography if |
cite it in a note?

A: Generally, no. The Chicago Manual of Style does not require a separate bibliography entry for a
standard epilogue that is part of the main narrative of a book. The full bibliography entry will be for
the book itself, and the note will direct the reader to the specific section (the epilogue) and page
number within that book.

Q: What if the epilogue has a specific title in the book? How
should I cite it?

A: If the epilogue has a specific title, you should include that title in your citation within quotation
marks, following the book title and publication details. For example, a note might read: "Author, Book
Title (Publication City: Publisher, Year), 'The Final Chapter,' page number."

Q: Are there different rules for citing epilogues in fiction
versus non-fiction books?

A: The core principles for citing epilogues are largely the same for both fiction and non-fiction books
according to the Chicago Manual of Style. The emphasis is on accurately identifying the epilogue as a
specific section of the work and providing the correct page number. In non-fiction, an epilogue might
offer a final reflection or discuss lasting implications, but the citation format remains consistent:
specify "epilogue" and the page number.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a page range within an
epilogue?

A: To cite a page range within an epilogue, you would include "epilogue" followed by the range of
pages. For instance, if an epilogue spans pages 250 through 265, your note would look like: "Author,
Book Title, epilogue, 250-265." This guides the reader to the entire section.



Q: What if the epilogue is a separate piece of work by a
different author within a collection?

A: If the epilogue is a distinct work by a different author within a larger collection (like an anthology or
edited volume), you will need to cite both the author of the epilogue and the collection. In a note, this
might look something like: "Author of Epilogue, 'Title of Epilogue,' in Title of Collection, edited by
Editor's Name (Publication City: Publisher, Year), page number." Your bibliography would then include
a separate entry for this specific epilogue if it's treated as a standalone piece within the collection.

Q: Can | just refer to "the epilogue" without a page number if
I'm making a general point about it?

A: While it might be tempting, the Chicago Manual of Style strongly emphasizes precision. Even when
making a general point about the epilogue's content or function, it is best practice to provide a page
number or page range where the epilogue appears. This allows readers to easily locate the section for
verification and context.
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