
chicago manual of style for citing
books in footnotes
The chicago manual of style for citing books in footnotes is a cornerstone of
academic and professional writing, providing a standardized method for
acknowledging sources and enabling readers to locate them. Mastering this
system is crucial for anyone aiming for clarity, credibility, and adherence
to scholarly conventions. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of citing books within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
footnote system, covering essential elements, variations, and best practices.
We will explore the fundamental components of a book citation, including
author, title, publication information, and page numbers, and discuss how to
handle different types of books, such as edited volumes, multi-volume works,
and chapters within edited collections. Furthermore, this article will
provide practical examples and address common challenges, ensuring you can
confidently apply the Chicago Manual of Style for citing books in your
footnotes.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Footnotes
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This article focuses
exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources. In this system, a superscript number is placed in
the text at the point where a source is referenced, and a corresponding note
containing the citation details appears at the bottom of the page (footnote)
or at the end of the document (endnote). The primary purpose of these notes
is twofold: to acknowledge the intellectual property of others and to allow
readers to easily trace the source of information.

The structure of a footnote citation is designed to be informative and
concise, especially for subsequent references. While the first reference
provides full bibliographic details, subsequent references can be shortened,
assuming the reader can refer to earlier notes or a bibliography for complete
information. This efficiency is a hallmark of the Chicago style, aiming to
avoid redundancy without sacrificing clarity. Understanding the distinction



between first and subsequent references is fundamental to correctly applying
the Chicago manual of style for citing books in footnotes.

Essential Elements of a Book Citation in
Footnotes
A complete book citation in a Chicago-style footnote requires several key
pieces of information. These elements, when presented in the correct order
and format, provide all the necessary details for a reader to identify and
locate the book you have consulted. Even slight deviations can lead to
confusion or a perception of unprofessionalism.

Author's Name
The author's name is typically presented in the format: First Name Last Name.
If there are multiple authors, the first author's name is given in the
standard format, and subsequent authors' names are listed in Last Name, First
Name format. For instance, a book by John Smith and Jane Doe would be cited
with Smith and Jane Doe. This adheres to the standard practice of giving the
most prominence to the primary author.

Title of the Book
The title of the book is italicized. This includes the main title and any
subtitle. If there is a subtitle, it is separated from the main title by a
colon. For example, The Art of the Novel: A Critical Study. The
capitalization of titles generally follows title-case capitalization, meaning
major words are capitalized, and minor words like articles, prepositions, and
conjunctions are lowercase unless they begin the title or subtitle.

Publication Information
This section includes essential details about where and when the book was
published. It typically consists of the place of publication, the publisher's
name, and the year of publication. For example, New York: Penguin Books,
2022. If multiple places of publication are listed, generally the first one
is used. In cases where the place of publication is unknown, or the book is
very old and published before standard practice, "n.p." (no place) might be
used, though this is uncommon for modern books.

Page Number
When citing a specific piece of information from a book, the page number(s)
where that information is found must be included. This is crucial for



enabling readers to verify the quote or paraphrase. For direct quotes, the
exact page is given. For paraphrased ideas, the page number is also
recommended, though some styles allow for a range of pages if the idea spans
multiple pages. The page number is usually preceded by "p." for a single page
or "pp." for multiple pages, e.g., p. 45, pp. 110–112.

First Reference Footnote for a Book
The first time you cite a particular book in your footnotes, you must provide
a full bibliographic entry. This comprehensive citation allows readers to
identify the exact edition of the book you used. The format for a first
reference footnote is generally as follows:

First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number.

For example, a first reference footnote for a book might look like this: Jane
Doe, Understanding Citation Styles (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020), p. 75. This format provides all the necessary information in a clear
and structured manner, making it easy for anyone to track down the source.

Subsequent Reference Footnotes for a Book
After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same book can be
significantly shortened. This conciseness prevents repetitive entries in your
footnotes and bibliography. The common practice is to use the author's last
name, a shortened title of the book (if it's long or you're citing multiple
works by the same author), and the page number.

The format for subsequent references is typically:

Last Name, Shortened Title, page number.

For instance, if you had previously cited Jane Doe's Understanding Citation
Styles, a subsequent footnote would look like: Doe, Understanding Citation
Styles, p. 112. If the book title is distinctive and you are only citing one
work by that author, you may even be able to omit the title and just use the
author's last name and page number: Doe, p. 112. However, it is generally
best practice to include a shortened title when citing more than one work by
the same author or if the title is not immediately obvious.

Citing Specific Parts of a Book
Sometimes, you need to cite a specific chapter, introduction, preface, or
afterword within a book, especially if it was written by someone other than



the main author or if it's a distinct section that warrants individual
attention. The Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for these
scenarios.

Chapters in an Edited Book
When citing a chapter from a book that has an editor rather than a single
author for the entire volume, the citation includes the chapter author, the
chapter title, the editor(s), the book title, publication information, and
the page range of the chapter.

The format is generally:

Chapter Author's First Name Last Name, "Chapter Title," in Book Title,
ed. Editor's First Name Last Name (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number.

For example: Michael Brown, "The Evolution of Grammar," in Linguistic
Studies, ed. Sarah Green (New York: Oxford University Press, 2019), pp.
45–67. The "ed." before the editor's name signifies that they are the editor
of the collection.

Introductions, Prefaces, and Afterwords
These sections are often written by a different author than the main body of
the book. The citation format is similar to citing a chapter, but you specify
the section being cited.

The format would be:

Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Section" (e.g., Introduction,
Preface, Afterword), in Book Title, page number.

For instance: Emily White, "Foreword," in Historical Perspectives, p. vii.
Note that for commonly understood introductory sections like "Preface" or
"Introduction," quotation marks are often omitted.

Handling Different Book Formats
The Chicago Manual of Style accounts for various types of books, from multi-
volume sets to books with no author. Each format has specific citation
requirements to ensure accuracy and completeness.



Multi-Volume Works
When citing a specific volume within a multi-volume work, you need to
indicate the volume number. The general format includes the author, the title
of the specific volume (if different from the series title), the volume
number, publication details, and the page number.

The format is:

First Name Last Name, Title of Specific Volume, vol. X of Title of
Multi-Volume Work (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

For example: Robert Johnson, The Renaissance: The Italian Masters, vol. 2 of
Art History Through the Ages (London: Tate Publishing, 2018), p. 210. If you
are citing the entire multi-volume work, the approach may differ, often in
the bibliography rather than individual footnotes.

Books with No Author
In cases where a book has no named author, the citation begins with the title
of the book. All other elements—publication information and page
number—follow as usual. This ensures that the work is still identifiable
despite the absence of an author.

The format would be:

Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

For example: The Encyclopedia of World History (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
2015), p. 305. For subsequent references, you would continue to use the title
of the book.

Translated Books
When citing a book that has been translated, it is important to include the
original author and the translator. The format typically lists the original
author, followed by the translated title, and then information about the
translator.

The standard format is:

Original Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book, trans.
Translator's First Name Last Name (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number.

For example: Leo Tolstoy, War and Peace, trans. Ann Dunnigan (New York:
Vintage Books, 1993), p. 50. The abbreviation "trans." indicates that the



following name is the translator.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Book
Citations
Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style for citing books in footnotes can
present challenges, particularly with less common publication scenarios.
Understanding these potential pitfalls and their solutions is key to
maintaining consistency and accuracy in your work.

Repeated Editions
If you are citing a book that has gone through multiple editions, it is
crucial to specify which edition you used. This is done by including the
edition number after the title. For example, "2nd ed." or "Revised ed."

The format becomes:

First Name Last Name, Title of Book, Xth ed. (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number.

For instance: David Miller, Introduction to Sociology, 3rd ed. (New York:
Societal Press, 2021), p. 150. If no edition is specified, it is generally
assumed to be the first edition.

Books Published in Multiple Cities
When a book lists several cities as places of publication, the Chicago Manual
of Style generally recommends using the first city listed. This is a
practical approach to avoid cluttering the citation while still providing a
verifiable location.

Works with Corporate Authors
Some books are published by organizations or institutions rather than
individual authors. In such cases, the organization's name serves as the
author. The citation format remains similar, with the corporate author listed
first.

Example:

American Medical Association, Health Guidelines for Adults (Chicago: AMA
Publishing, 2022), p. 88.



For subsequent references, the full name of the organization is still used,
followed by a shortened title if applicable and the page number.

The Role of the Bibliography
While this article focuses on footnotes, it's essential to acknowledge the
complementary role of the bibliography in the Chicago notes-bibliography
system. The bibliography, typically placed at the end of a document, provides
a comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources cited in the footnotes. Each
entry in the bibliography is more complete than a subsequent footnote but may
be slightly different in format from the first footnote, particularly in
terms of punctuation and the order of elements. For example, in a
bibliography, the author's last name is typically listed before their first
name, and publication details might be presented differently. Understanding
both footnote and bibliography conventions ensures a fully compliant Chicago-
style document.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote
and an endnote in the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The primary difference is their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom
of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the
end of the document. Both serve the same citation purpose within the notes-
bibliography system.

Q: How do I cite a book with two authors in Chicago
style footnotes?
A: For a book with two authors, the first author is listed as First Name Last
Name, and the second author as First Name Last Name. Example: John Smith and
Jane Doe, Coauthored Work (City: Publisher, Year), page.

Q: What if I need to cite a book that has no
publication date?
A: If a book has no publication date, you would use "n.d." (no date) in place
of the year. Example: John Smith, A Timeless Tale (City: Publisher, n.d.),
page.



Q: How should I cite a book in a foreign language?
A: Cite a book in a foreign language as you would any other book, using its
original title and publication information. If you are quoting or referencing
a translation, you should cite the translated version, including the
translator's name.

Q: Can I use a shortened title in subsequent
footnotes if the book has only one author?
A: Yes, if you are citing multiple works by the same author, using a
shortened title helps distinguish between them. If you are citing only one
work by an author, you can often omit the title in subsequent footnotes and
simply use the author's last name and the page number, although including a
shortened title is generally considered good practice for clarity.

Q: What is the difference in formatting between a
footnote and a bibliography entry for a book?
A: The most significant difference is the order of the author's name: Last
Name, First Name in the bibliography versus First Name Last Name in
footnotes. Punctuation also differs; bibliographies often use periods to
separate elements, while footnotes might use commas or parentheses.

Q: How do I cite a reprinted classic work in Chicago
style footnotes?
A: For a reprinted classic, cite the original publication date and
information alongside the reprint details. Example: Author Last Name, Title
of Book (Original Year; Reprint Year; Place of Reprint: Publisher), page.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a journal article
that was later published as a book chapter?
A: You would cite it as a book chapter, including the chapter author, chapter
title, and the edited volume it appears in, along with the editor(s) and full
publication details of the book. The journal origin would typically not be
included unless it's crucial context.
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