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NAVIGATING GEOGRAPHIC CITATIONS WITH CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOOTNOTES

CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOOTNOTES GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION DEMANDS PRECISION AND ADHERENCE TO ESTABLISHED
CITATION STANDARDS, PARTICULARLY WHEN REFERENCING LOCATIONS, HISTORICAL SITES, OR GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES. THE
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE (CMOS) PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK FOR INCORPORATING THESE ELEMENTS INTO
ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING, ENSURING CLARITY AND CREDIBILITY. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE DEEPLY INTO THE
NUANCES OF USING CMOS FOOTNOTES FOR GEOGRAPHIC CITATIONS, EXPLORING HOW TO CITE VARIOUS TYPES OF
GEOGRAPHICAL ENTITIES, FROM CITIES AND COUNTRIES TO SPECIFIC LANDMARKS AND NATURAL FORMATIONS. WE WILL EXAMINE
THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF THESE CITATIONS, DISCUSS BEST PRACTICES FOR CONSISTENCY, AND OFFER PRACTICAL
GUIDANCE FOR AUTHORS NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCING WITHIN THE CMOS sYSTEM.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE GUIDELINES IS CRUCIAL FOR ANY WRITER AIMING TO PRODUCE WELL-RESEARCHED AND PROPERLY
ATTRIBUTED WORK.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF GEOGRAPHIC FOOoTNOTES IN CMOS

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF EMPLOYING CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOOTNOTES FOR GEOGRAPHIC CITATIONS IS TO PROVIDE
READERS WITH PRECISE AND EASILY VERIFIABLE SOURCES FOR THE GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION PRESENTED IN A TEXT. IN
ACADEMIC DISCOURSE, ACCURACY IN LOCATING AND IDENTIFYING PLACES IS PARAMOUNT. FOOTNOTES ALLOW AUTHORS TO
ATTRIBUTE SPECIFIC CLAIMS ABOUT GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS, HISTORICAL BOUNDARIES, OR GEOGRAPHICAL PHENOMENA TO
THEIR ORIGINAL SOURCES WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE FLOW OF THE MAIN NARRATIVE. THIS TRANSPARENCY BUILDS TRUST WITH
THE READER AND ALLOWS FOR INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF FACTS, A CORNERSTONE OF SCHOLARLY INTEGRITY.

FURTHERMORE, GEOGRAPHIC FOOTNOTES SERVE TO DISAMBIGUATE LOCATIONS, ESPECIALLY WHEN NAMES ARE COMMON OR HAVE
CHANGED OVER TIME. FOR INSTANCE, A FOOTNOTE MIGHT SPECIFY “ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA (FORMERLY PETROGRAD,
1914-1924: LeniNGrRAD, 1924-1991)" TO ENSURE ABSOLUTE CLARITY FOR THE READER REGARDING THE HISTORICAL
CONTEXT AND PRECISE GEOGRAPHICAL ENTITY BEING DISCUSSED. THIS LEVEL OF DETAIL IS INVALUABLE WHEN DEALING WITH
HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OR WHEN INTERNATIONAL LOCATIONS MIGHT HAVE MULTIPLE ENGLISH TRANSLITERATIONS OR POLITICAL
DESIGNATIONS.

Core CoMPONENTS oF GEOGRAPHIC FOoTNOTE CITATIONS

REGARDLESS OF THE SPECIFIC TYPE OF GEOGRAPHIC ENTITY BEING CITED, A WELL-FORMED CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
FOOTNOTE FOR A GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCE WILL TYPICALLY INCLUDE SEVERAL KEY COMPONENTS. THESE ELEMENTS ENSURE THAT
THE READER HAS ENOUGH INFORMATION TO LOCATE THE SOURCE MATERIAL IF NECESSARY. WHILE THE EXACT FORMAT MAY
VARY SLIGHTLY BASED ON THE SOURCE TYPE (E.G., BOOK, ARTICLE, MAP), THE FUNDAMENTAL PIECES OF INFORMATION REMAIN
CONSISTENT. UNDERSTANDING THESE CORE COMPONENTS IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS CONSTRUCTING ACCURATE AND EFFECTIVE
GEOGRAPHIC CITATIONS.



IDENTIFYING INFORMATION

THIS SECTION OF THE FOOTNOTE AIMS TO IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIC ENTITY BEING REFERENCED. FOR COMMONLY KNOWN
PLACES LIKE CITIES OR COUNTRIES, EXPLICIT IDENTIFICATION MIGHT SEEM REDUNDANT. HO\X/EVER, FOR LESS FAMILIAR
LOCATIONS, SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES, OR HISTORICAL REGIONS, CLEAR IDENTIFICATION IS CRUCIAL. THIS MIGHT
INVOLVE STATING THE FULL NAME OF THE PLACE, ITS ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION (STATE/ PROVINCE, COUNTRY), AND
POTENTIALLY ITS COORDINATES OR A DEFINING CHARACTERISTIC IF AMBIGUITY EXISTS.

SOURCE OF INFORMATION

THIS IS THE MOST CRITICAL PART OF ANY FOOTNOTE, INCLUDING THOSE DEALING WITH GEOGRAPHIC DATA. |T DIRECTS THE
READER TO THE ORIGINAL SOURCE WHERE THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE GEOGRAPHIC ENTITY WAS FOUND. THIS COULD BE A
BOOK, AN ACADEMIC JOURNAL ARTICLE, A REPUTABLE ONLINE ENCYCLOPEDIA, A GOVERNMENT REPORT, A HISTORICAL MAP, OR
EVEN AN INTERVIEW. THE CITATION FORMAT FOR THE SOURCE WILL FOLLOW STANDARD CMOS GUIDELINES FOR THE SPECIFIC
MEDIUM.

SPECIFIC LOCATION WITHIN THE SOURCE

BEYOND IDENTIFYING THE SOURCE DOCUMENT, A GEOGRAPHIC FOOTNOTE SHOULD PINPOINT THE EXACT LOCATION OF THE
RELEVANT INFORMATION WITHIN THAT SOURCE. FOR BOOKS, THIS MEANS PROVIDING THE PAGE NUMBER OR RANGE. For ARTICLES,
IT COULD BE THE PAGE NUMBER WHERE THE GEOGRAPHIC DISCUSSION BEGINS OR A SPECIFIC SECTION. FOR ONLINE SOURCES, A
pIRECT URL MIGHT BE PROVIDED, THOUGH PAGE NUMBERS ARE ALWAYS PREFERRED WHEN AV AILABLE IN PRINT OR PDF VERSIONS.

CITING DIFFereNT T YPES OF GEOGRAPHIC ENTITIES

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE RECOGNIZES THAT GEOGRAPHIC ENTITIES ARE DIVERSE, RANGING FROM VAST CONTINENTS TO
SPECIFIC STREET CORNERS. THEREFORE, THE GUIDELINES FOR FOOTNOTES ADAPT TO THE NATURE OF THE PLACE BEING CITED.
AUTHORS NEED TO BE MINDFUL OF THESE DISTINCTIONS TO ENSURE THEIR CITATIONS ARE BOTH ACCURATE AND INFORMATIVE.
THE FOLLOWING SUBTOPICS EXPLORE HOW TO HANDLE VARIOUS TYPES OF GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCES WITHIN THE CMOS
FOOTNOTE SYSTEM.

CiTies AND COUNTRIES

\X/HEN REFERENCING WELL-KNOWN CITIES AND COUNTRIES, THE INITIAL MENTION IN THE TEXT MAY SUFFICE WITH JUST THE NAME.
HO\X/EVER, IF SPECIFIC HISTORICAL DATA, POPULATION FIGURES, OR GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT RELATED TO THESE ENTITIES ARE
PRESENTED, A FOOTNOTE IS NECESSARY. THE FOOTNOTE WOULD CITE THE SOURCE OF THIS DATA, TYPICALLY A REPUTABLE
ATLAS, ALMANAC, OR SCHOLARLY WORK ON DEMOGRAPHY OR POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. FOR LESS COMMONLY KNOWN CITIES OR
WHEN HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS COMPLEX (E.G./ A CITY THAT HAS CHANGED ITS NAME OR BORDEES), MORE DESCRIPTIVE
INFORMATION WITHIN THE FOOTNOTE MIGHT BE W ARRANTED.

HisTorICAL REGIONS AND TERRITORIES

CITING HISTORICAL REGIONS OR TERRITORIES OFTEN REQUIRES MORE DETAILED IDENTIFICATION IN THE FOOTNOTE TO AVOID
CONFUSION WITH PRESENT-DAY GEOGRAPHY OR TO DELINEATE SPECIFIC HISTORICAL PERIODS. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN REFERENCING
THE ROMAN PROVINCE OF BRITANNIA, A FOOTNOTE MIGHT SPECIFY ITS APPROXIMATE EXTENT DURING A PARTICULAR EMPEROR'S
REIGN AND CITE A HISTORICAL ATLAS OR A WORK OF ROMAN HISTORY FOR THIS INFORMATION. THE SOURCE CITED SHOULD BE
ONE THAT CLARIFIES THE TEMPORAL AND SPATIAL BOUNDARIES OF SUCH ENTITIES.



NATURAL FEATURES (RIVERS, MOUNTAINS, DESERTS)

FOOTNOTES FOR NATURAL GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES SHOULD CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE FEATURE BY NAME AND ITS GENERAL
LOCATION. |F THE TEXT DISCUSSES SPECIFIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THESE FEATURES, SUCH AS THEIR GEOLOGICAL FORMATION,
ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE, OR HISTORICAL EXPLORATION, THE FOOTNOTE MUST LEAD THE READER TO THE SOURCE THAT
PROVIDES THIS INFORMATION. THIS COULD BE A GEOMORPHOLOGY TEXTBOOK, AN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE JOURNAL, OR A
GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY REPORT.

SPECIFIC LANDMARKS AND STRUCTURES

W/HEN CITING SPECIFIC LANDMARKS OR BUILT STRUCTURES, SUCH AS BUILDINGS, MONUMENTS, OR ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES, THE
FOOTNOTE SHOULD INCLUDE THE FULL NAME OF THE LANDMARK, ITS CITY AND COUNTRY, AND THE SOURCE OF ANY FACTUAL
CLAIMS MADE ABOUT IT. FOR INSTANCE, IF DISCUSSING THE DIMENSIONS OF THE GREAT PYRAMID OF GIZA/ THE FOOTNOTE
\WOULD CITE AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT OR A SPECIALIZED PUBLICATION ON ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ARCHITECTURE THAT
PROVIDES THESE MEASUREMENTS.

MaPs AND CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES

MAPS ARE PRIMARY SOURCES FOR GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION AND ARE OFTEN CITED IN FOOTNOTES. WHEN A MAP IS THE
SOURCE, THE CITATION SHOULD IDEALLY INCLUDE THE MAP’S TITLE, THE CARTOGRAPHER (IF KNO\X/N), THE PUBLISHER, THE DATE
OF PUBLICATION, AND IMPORTANTLY, THE SCALE. IF A SPECIFIC LOCATION IS IDENTIFIED ON THE MAP, THE FOOTNOTE MIGHT
REFER TO THE COORDINATES OR GRID REFERENCE IF PROVIDED ON THE MAP ITSELF, ALONGSIDE THE PAGE NUMBER OR SECTION
WHERE THE MAP APPEARS IN A LARGER \WORK.

SpPeCIFIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR GEOGRAPHIC FOOTNOTES

BEYOND THE FUNDAMENTAL COMPONENTS, SEVERAL SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS COME INTO PLAY WHEN CRAFTING CHICAGO
MANUAL OF STYLE FOOTNOTES FOR GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCES. THESE NUANCES ENSURE THAT THE CITATIONS ARE NOT ONLY
COMPLIANT BUT ALSO MAXIMALLY USEFUL TO THE READER. ATTENTION TO THESE DETAILS CAN PREVENT AMBIGUITY AND
ENHANCE THE SCHOLARLY VALUE OF THE WORK.

AMBIGUITY AND DISAMBIGUATION

GEOGRAPHIC NAMES CAN BE NOTORIOUSLY AMBIGUOUS. MULTIPLE PLACES MAY SHARE THE SAME NAME (E.G., SPRINGFIELD,
PARIS, LONDON). IN SUCH CASES, THE FOOTNOTE SHOULD PROVIDE DISAMBIGUATING INFORMATION. THIS MIGHT INCLUDE THE
STATE OR PROVINCE, COUNTRY, OR EVEN SPECIFIC REGIONAL IDENTIFIERS. FOR EXAMPLE, “PARIS, Texas, USA” Is CLEARLY
DISTINCT FROM “PARIS, FRANCE.” THE SOURCE CITED SHOULD IDEALLY BE ONE THAT ITSELF CLARIFIES SUCH DISTINCTIONS.

HisToricaL NAMES AND CHANGES

AS MENTIONED EARLIER, PLACES OFTEN UNDERGO NAME CHANGES OR SHIFTS IN POLITICAL JURISDICTION. \/HEN DISCUSSING A
LOCATION BY A HISTORICAL NAME, IT IS GOOD PRACTICE TO NOTE ITS MODERN EQUIVALENT IN THE TEXT OR, MORE
DEFINITIVELY, IN THE FOOTNOTE. THE FOOTNOTE SHOULD CITE A SOURCE THAT DOCUMENTS THESE HISTORICAL NAME CHANGES
AND POLITICAL SHIFTS, SUCH AS A HISTORICAL ATLAS OR A GAZETTEER OF HISTORICAL PLACE NAMES.

GEOPOLITICAL BOUNDARIES

CITING INFORMATION RELATED TO GEOPOLITICAL BOUNDARIES, SUCH AS BORDERS, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS, OR TERRITORIAL
CLAIMS, REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTRIBUTION. THE FOOTNOTE SHOULD POINT TO AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES LIKE GOVERNMENT



PUBLICATIONS, INTERNATIONAL TREATIES, OR REPUTABLE WORKS OF POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY OR HISTORY. PRECISION IS KEY, AS
BOUNDARIES CAN BE CONTENTIOUS AND SUBJECT TO INTERPRETATION.

LATITUDINAL AND LONGITUDINAL COORDINATES

IN SCIENTIFIC OR TECHNICAL CONTEXTS, CITING THE PRECISE LATITUDINAL AND LONGITUDINAL COORDINATES OF A GEOGRAPHIC
FEATURE MIGHT BE NECESSARY. \WHEN THESE COORDINATES ARE PROVIDED, THE FOOTNOTE MUST CITE THE SOURCE FROM WHICH
THEY WERE OBTAINED, SUCH AS A GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, A GPS DATABASE, OR A SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATION THAT SPECIFIES
THESE COORDINATES. THE FORMAT FOR PRESENTING COORDINATES SHOULD ALSO BE CONSISTENT.

BEST PRACTICES FOR GEOGRAPHIC CITATIONS

T O ENSURE CONSISTENCY AND CLARITY IN A DOCUMENT THAT FEATURES NUMEROUS GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCES, ADHERING TO BEST
PRACTICES FOR CMOS FOOTNOTES IS ESSENTIAL. THESE PRACTICES STREAMLINE THE CITATION PROCESS AND ENHANCE THE
READER’S EXPERIENCE BY MAKING THE REFERENCED INFORMATION READILY ACCESSIBLE AND UNDERSTANDABLE. FOLLOWING THESE
GUIDELINES WILL CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE PROFESSIONAL AND SCHOLARLY OUTPUT.

o CONSISTENCY IS KEY: W/HICHEVER FORMAT YOU ADOPT FOR SIMILAR TYPES OF GEOGRAPHIC CITATIONS, MAINTAIN IT
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WORK. |F YOU CITE A CITY WITH ITS COUNTRY AND STATE IN ONE FOOTNOTE, DO SO FOR ALL
SIMILAR CITATIONS.

® PRIORITIZE AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES: ALWAYS AIM TO CITE REPUTABLE AND AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES FOR
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION, SUCH AS PEER-REVIEWED ACADEMIC JOURNALS, ESTABLISHED ENCYCLOPEDIAS, OFFICIAL
GOVERNMENT REPORTS, AND SCHOLARLY BOOKS BY RECOGNIZED EXPERTS.

* Be SPeCIFIC WITH PAGE NUMBERS: \WHENEVER POSSIBLE, PROVIDE EXACT PAGE NUMBERS FOR THE INFORMATION CITED,
RATHER THAN JUST CHAPTER NUMBERS OR GENERAL REFERENCES TO A SOURCE. THIS ALLOWS READERS TO LOCATE THE
SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL QUICKLY.

o Use A GAZETTEER OR ATLAS FOR VERIFICATION: \WHEN IN DOUBT ABOUT THE SPELLING, HISTORICAL NAME, OR
LOCATION OF A GEOGRAPHIC ENTITY, CONSULT A RELIABLE GAZETTEER OR ATLAS. THESE RESOURCES ARE INVALUABLE
FOR VERIFYING GEOGRAPHIC DETAILS.

o CiTe MAPS APPROPRIATELY: IF A MAP IS THE PRIMARY SOURCE FOR GEOGRAPHIC DATA, ENSURE THE CITATION INCLUDES
ALL RELEVANT DETAILS OF THE MAP ITSELF, SUCH AS ITS TITLE, PUBLISHER, DATE, AND SCALE, IN ADDITION TO
REFERENCING ITS LOCATION WITHIN A LARGER TEXT IF APPLICABLE.

o ExpLAIN AMBIGUITIES CLEARLY: IF A GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCE MIGHT BE AMBIGUOUS TO YOUR AUDIENCE, USE THE
FOOTNOTE TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY CLARIFYING DETAILS AND CITE THE SOURCE THAT SUPPORTS YOUR
CLARIFICATION.

IMPLEMENTING THESE BEST PRACTICES WILL ELEVATE THE QUALITY AND CREDIBILITY OF YOUR WORK, ENSURING THAT YOUR
GEOGRAPHIC CITATIONS ARE BOTH ACCURATE AND INFORMATIVE. THEY FORM THE BACKBONE OF A ROBUST AND RELIABLE
RESEARCH PAPER, THESIS, OR BOOK.

THE METICULOUS APPLICATION OF CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOOTNOTES TO GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION IS NOT MERELY A
STYLISTIC CHOICE, IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF ACADEMIC RIGOR AND CLEAR COMMUNICATION. BY UNDERSTANDING THE
CORE COMPONENTS OF THESE CITATIONS, ADAPTING THEM TO THE DIVERSE NATURE OF GEOGRAPHIC ENTITIES, AND ADHERING TO
BEST PRACTICES, WRITERS CAN ENSURE THEIR WORK IS BOTH CREDIBLE AND ACCESSIBLE. \WHETHER CITING A BUSTLING
METROPOLIS, A REMOTE MOUNTAIN RANGE, OR A HISTORICAL TERRITORY, THE GOAL REMAINS THE SAME: TO PROVIDE THE READER
WITH PRECISE, VERIFIABLE INFORMATION THAT ENHANCES THEIR UNDERSTANDING AND TRUST IN THE PRESENTED MATERIAL. THE



ATTENTION TO DETAIL IN GEOGRAPHIC FOOTNOTES ULTIMATELY STRENGTHENS THE OVERALL ARGUMENT AND INTELLECTUAL
CONTRIBUTION OF THE AUTHOR.

Q: How po | CITE A SPECIFIC COORDINATE FOR A GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION IN A
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOOTNOTE?

A: \WHEN CITING SPECIFIC LATITUDINAL AND LONGITUDINAL COORDINATES FOR A GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION IN A CHICAGO MANUAL
OF STYLE FOOTNOTE, YOU SHOULD CLEARLY STATE THE COORDINATES AND THEN ATTRIBUTE THEM TO THEIR SOURCE. FOR
EXAMPLE, A FOOTNOTE MIGHT READ: 1. COORDINATES FOR MOUNT EVEREST ARE APPROXIMATELY 27°59' N 86°55"E, As
cITED IN THE GLOBAL GAZETTEER DATABASE (2023), 45. THE SPECIFIC FORMAT FOR COORDINATES (E.G., DEGREES, MINUTES,
SECONDS; DECIMAL DEGREES) SHOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THE SOURCE OR ESTABLISHED CONVENTIONS IN YOUR FIELD.

Q: WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO CITE A HISTORICAL MAP USING CHICAGO MANUAL OF
STYLE FOOTNOTES?

A: To CITE A HISTORICAL MAP IN A CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOOTNOTE, YOU SHOULD INCLUDE DETAILS SUCH AS THE
MAP’S TITLE, THE CARTOGRAPHER (IF KNOWN), THE PUBLISHER, THE PLACE AND DATE OF PUBLICATION, AND THE SCALE. |F THE
MAP IS PART OF A LARGER PUBLICATION, YOU MUST ALSO PROVIDE THE PAGE NUMBER OR LOCATION WITHIN THAT PUBLICATION.
For eExaMPLE: 1. “MaP oF THE RoMAN EMPIRE,” BY CLAUDIA RosSsI, IN ANCIENT CARTOGRAPHY REVISITED, ED. BY MARCUS
BeLLweATHER (ROME: ANTIQUARIAN Press, 1998), 112.

Q: How Do | HANDLE GEOGRAPHIC FOOTNOTES WHEN THE PLACE NAME HAS CHANGED
OVER TIME?

A: \WHEN THE GEOGRAPHIC PLACE NAME HAS CHANGED OVER TIME, AND YOU ARE REFERENCING A HISTORICAL ENTITY, IT IS
CRUCIAL TO PROVIDE CLARITY IN YOUR FOOTNOTE. YOU SHOULD USE THE HISTORICAL NAME AND, IF POSSIBLE, INDICATE ITS
MODERN EQUIVALENT AND THE PERIOD OF ITS USE. CITE A RELIABLE HISTORICAL ATLAS OR GAZETTEER THAT DOCUMENTS SUCH
CHANGES. FOR INSTANCE: 1. LENINGRAD (FORMERLY PETROGRAD, 19 14-1924; NOW SAINT PETERSBURG), AS DESCRIBED IN
SMITH, THE Russian MeTroPoLls, 203.

Q: WHAT IS CONSIDERED AN AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE FOR GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION IN
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE CITATIONS?

A: AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES FOR GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION IN CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE CITATIONS INCLUDE PEER-
REVIEWED ACADEMIC JOURNALS, SCHOLARLY BOOKS BY RECOGNIZED EXPERTS IN GEOGRAPHY , GEOLOGY, HISTORY, OR RELATED
FIELDS, REPUTABLE ENCYCLOPEDIAS (E.G., BRITANNICA), OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS (LIKE NATIONAL MAPPING
AGENCIES OR STATISTICAL BUREAUS)/ AND WELL-ESTABLISHED GEOGRAPHICAL DATABASES OR GAZETTEERS.

Q: SHOULD | INCLUDE THE COUNTRY IN A FOOTNOTE FOR A VERY WELL-KNOWN CITY
LIKE PARIS?

A: GENERALLY, FOR VERY WELL-KNOWN CITIES LIKE PARIS, LONDON, OR TOKYO, INCLUDING THE COUNTRY IN THE FOOTNOTE
MIGHT BE CONSIDERED REDUNDANT, ESPECIALLY IF THE CONTEXT CLEARLY ESTABLISHES THE LOCATION. HOWEVER, IF THERE'S
ANY POTENTIAL FOR AMBIGUITY, OR IF YOU ARE REFERENCING A SPECIFIC ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECT THAT DIFFERENTIATES IT (E.G.,
“PARIS, FRANCE” VERSUS A “PARIS” IN ANOTHER COUNTRY), IT IS BEST PRACTICE TO INCLUDE THE COUNTRY FOR ABSOLUTE
CLARITY. ALWAYS ERR ON THE SIDE OF PROVIDING MORE INFORMATION IF AMBIGUITY IS A CONCERN.

Q: How po | CITE A GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURE LIKE A RIVER IF IT SPANS MULTIPLE



COUNTRIES?

A: \WHEN CITING A GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURE LIKE A RIVER THAT SPANS MULTIPLE COUNTRIES, YOUR FOOTNOTE SHOULD CLEARLY
IDENTIFY THE FEATURE BY NAME AND THE SOURCE OF YOUR INFORMATION. IF YOUR TEXT DISCUSSES A SPECIFIC ASPECT OF THE
RIVER RELATED TO A PARTICULAR COUNTRY OR REGION, YOU MIGHT NEED TO CLARIFY THAT IN THE CITATION OR ENSURE YOUR
SOURCE HANDLES THIS COMPLEXITY. FOR EXAMPLE: 1. THE MEKONG RIVER'S WATERSHED EXTENDS THROUGH CHINA, MY ANMAR,
LAos, THAILAND, CAMBODIA, AND VIETNAM. See “MekoNG RIVER BASIN,” GLOBAL HYDROLOGY JOURNAL 35, No. 2 (2022):
156.

Q: Is IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE ONLINE MAP SERVICES LIKE GOOGLE MAPS FOR
GEOGRAPHIC CITATIONS IN CMOS FOOTNOTES?

A: WHILE ONLINE MAP SERVICES CAN BE USEFUL FOR INITIAL RESEARCH AND FINDING GENERAL LOCATIONS, THEY ARE GENERALLY
NOT CONSIDERED AUTHORITATIVE PRIMARY SOURCES FOR ACADEMIC CITATION IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, ESPECIALLY
FOR SCHOLARLY WORK. FOR PRECISE GEOGRAPHIC DATA OR HISTORICAL CLAIMS, IT IS PREFERABLE TO CITE MORE
AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES SUCH AS DEDICATED ATLASES, GAZETTEERS, GEOLOGICAL SURVEYS, OR ACADEMIC TEXTS. IF AN
ONLINE MAP IS THE SOLE SOURCE, CITE IT WITH AS MUCH DETAIL AS POSSIBLE, INCLUDING THE URL AND ACCESS DATE.

Q: How poes THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE TREAT GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS THAT NO
LONGER EXIST?

A: W/HeN CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS USED TO CITE GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS THAT NO LONGER EXIST, SUCH AS HISTORICAL
EMPIRES OR FORMER PROVINCES, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE REGION BY ITS HISTORICAL NAME AND, IF POSSIBLE,
ITS TEMPORAL PERIOD. THE FOOTNOTE SHOULD THEN CITE SOURCES THAT DEFINE THE BOUNDARIES AND CHARACTERISTICS OF
THIS HISTORICAL REGION. FOR INSTANCE: 1. THE HISTORICAL REGION OF MESOPOTAMIA, ENCOMPASSING MODERN-DAY [RAQ AND
PARTS OF SYRIA AND TURKEY, DURING THE SUMERIAN PERIOD. SEE KRAMER, HISTORY BEGINS AT SUMER, 50.
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