
chicago manual of style footnotes for
theses examples
chicago manual of style footnotes for theses examples are crucial for academic
integrity and clarity, especially for students navigating the intricate requirements of thesis
writing. Understanding how to properly cite sources using the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) footnote system is paramount for avoiding plagiarism and providing robust
evidence for your research. This comprehensive guide delves into the specifics of creating
effective footnotes for theses, offering detailed explanations and practical examples to
demystify the process. We will explore the fundamental principles of CMOS footnotes,
their structure, common citation types, and essential formatting guidelines, ensuring you
can confidently present your research.
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Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes
for Theses

The Chicago Manual of Style provides two primary citation systems: notes and
bibliography, and author-date. For theses and dissertations, the notes and bibliography
system, utilizing footnotes (or endnotes), is often preferred due to its capacity for
extensive explanatory notes and nuanced citations. This system allows scholars to embed
supplementary information or tangential discussions within the footnotes, enhancing the
main text without disrupting its flow. Mastering these footnotes is not merely a matter of
adhering to a style guide; it's about engaging in scholarly dialogue by acknowledging the
foundational work upon which your own research is built.

When writing a thesis, the Chicago Manual of Style footnote is your primary tool for
referencing all external sources. This includes books, journal articles, websites,
interviews, and even unpublished materials. Each footnote acts as a direct link from a
specific point in your text to the full bibliographic information of the source at the end of
the chapter or document. The goal is to provide readers with enough information to easily
locate and verify your sources, thereby lending credibility and authority to your
arguments. Consistent and accurate application of CMOS footnote rules is therefore non-
negotiable for academic success.



The Anatomy of a CMOS Footnote

A typical Chicago Manual of Style footnote consists of two main parts: the superscript
number in the text and the corresponding note itself. The superscript number, placed
directly after the quotation, paraphrase, or factual assertion being cited, is sequential and
typically starts from 1 at the beginning of each chapter or the entire document, depending
on departmental guidelines. It’s crucial to ensure that each piece of information drawn
from an external source is followed by a corresponding footnote number. This
meticulousness prevents any ambiguity regarding the origin of ideas or data.

The footnote itself, appearing at the bottom of the page (hence "footnote"), contains
detailed citation information. The first time a source is cited, the footnote includes full
publication details. Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened for
brevity, using a “short-form” note. This structure ensures that readers can quickly identify
the source upon first encounter and then easily locate subsequent references without
being overwhelmed by redundant full citations. The precise elements required in a
footnote vary depending on the type of source material.

Elements of a First-Time Footnote Citation

When citing a source for the first time in your thesis, the footnote must contain
comprehensive information to allow readers to locate it easily. The general order of
elements includes the author's first and last name, the title of the work (italicized for
books and journal titles, in quotation marks for articles and chapters), publication details
(city, publisher, year for books), and specific locational information such as page numbers.
The use of commas and periods is specific to CMOS and must be followed precisely. For
instance, a book citation might look like this: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book
(City: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

Elements of Subsequent Footnote Citations (Short-
Form)

After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same source are significantly
abbreviated to save space and reduce redundancy. The short-form note typically includes
the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if the full title is long), and the
specific page number(s). For example, if you've already provided the full citation for John
Smith’s A History of Chicago, a subsequent footnote would simply read: Smith, History of
Chicago, 45. If the author has multiple works cited, you might need to include a shortened
title to differentiate them. This efficiency is a hallmark of the CMOS system.



Types of Sources and Their Footnote Examples

The specific format of a Chicago Manual of Style footnote varies significantly based on the
type of source material being cited. Understanding these distinctions is vital for accurate
referencing in your thesis. Each category of source—books, journal articles, websites,
interviews, etc.—has its own set of rules for presenting author, title, publication, and
locational information.

Book Citations

Citing a book is perhaps the most common task when writing a thesis. The first-time
footnote requires the author's full name, the full title of the book in italics, the publication
city, the publisher's name, and the year of publication, followed by the specific page
number(s). For subsequent citations, the author's last name, a shortened title (if
applicable), and the page number(s) are used.

First-time citation example:
1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

Subsequent citation example:
2. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 150.

Journal Article Citations

Journal articles require citing the author, the article title in quotation marks, the journal
title in italics, the volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page range of
the article, along with the specific page number cited. For subsequent citations, the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number are used.

First-time citation example:
3. Jane Goodall, "The Chimpanzees of Gombe: Patterns of Behavior" (1986): 12.

Subsequent citation example:
4. Goodall, "Chimpanzees of Gombe," 35.



Website Citations

Citing web content requires careful attention to detail, as website structures can be less
standardized than print publications. Include the author (if known), the title of the specific
page or document in quotation marks, the name of the overall website in italics, and the
URL. Crucially, include the date the page was last updated or accessed. For theses, it is
good practice to also include a retrieval date.

First-time citation example:
5. National Park Service, "Chinatown, San Francisco," National Register of Historic
Places. Last modified October 10, 2010. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/chinatown/chinatown.htm.

Subsequent citation example:
6. National Park Service, "Chinatown, San Francisco."

Chapter in an Edited Book

When citing a chapter written by someone other than the primary editor of a collection,
you must credit both the chapter author and the editor. The format includes the chapter
author's name, the chapter title in quotation marks, "in" followed by the book title in
italics, the editor(s) of the book, and then the publication details and page number(s).

First-time citation example:
7. Edward Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," in Reflections on Exile and Other
Essays (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2000), 473.

Subsequent citation example:
8. Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," 480.

Formatting Guidelines for Theses Footnotes

Adhering to specific formatting guidelines is essential for maintaining the professional
integrity of your thesis. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed instructions on how
footnotes should be presented, covering aspects like indentation, line spacing, and the use
of punctuation. These rules are designed to ensure consistency and legibility, making your



work accessible to readers and reviewers.

The placement of footnote numbers in the text is critical. They should appear immediately
after the punctuation of the word or clause they are referencing, unless the reference
pertains to an entire sentence or clause, in which case it may be placed at the end of the
sentence or clause, after the final punctuation. This precise placement helps readers
quickly associate the cited information with the corresponding note at the bottom of the
page.

Indentation and Spacing

In a typical CMOS footnote format for a thesis, the first line of each footnote is indented.
Subsequent lines of the same footnote are flush with the left margin. This indentation
clearly distinguishes one footnote from another. Line spacing within a single footnote is
usually single-spaced, while there is typically a double space between consecutive
footnotes. This visual separation enhances readability and makes it easier to navigate the
notes section.

Punctuation and Capitalization

Punctuation in CMOS footnotes is specific and must be followed precisely. Periods are
used to separate distinct elements of a citation, such as the author from the title, or the
title from the publication information. Commas are used within elements, for example, to
separate the city from the publisher. Capitalization follows standard English conventions
for titles, but specific rules apply to the elements within the citation itself.

Page Numbering

The page numbers within a footnote refer to the specific location in the source material
that supports the claim made in the text. For books and articles, this is usually a single
page number (p. 45) or a range of pages (pp. 45–50). If you are citing multiple sources on
a single page or multiple pages within a source for a single point, you will need separate
footnote numbers for each distinct citation, even if they refer to the same text passage.
This ensures absolute clarity.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Footnoting

Navigating the nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style footnote system can present
challenges for thesis writers. Common difficulties often arise from citing obscure sources,
managing multiple citations for the same work, or dealing with digital and ephemeral
materials. Proactively understanding these potential pitfalls can save considerable time



and prevent errors.

One frequent challenge is the proper citation of sources that don't fit neatly into standard
categories, such as unpublished dissertations, personal communications, or archival
materials. In these instances, the CMOS provides guidance on adapting existing rules or
creating new formats, often emphasizing clarity and accessibility of information.
Consulting the official manual or a reliable style guide is essential for these less common
scenarios.

Multiple Citations from the Same Source

When a thesis heavily relies on a single source, citing it repeatedly can become
cumbersome. While the short-form note is designed for efficiency, there are instances
where even that might become repetitive. CMOS allows for the use of "ibid." (ibidem,
meaning "in the same place") when citing the immediately preceding source, but this is
generally discouraged in favor of short-form notes for clarity and ease of reading,
especially in longer documents like theses. Most scholars prefer the short-form method for
consistency throughout the document.

Citing Online and Digital Sources

The ever-evolving landscape of digital information presents unique challenges for citation.
Websites, blog posts, podcasts, and social media content all require specific approaches.
The key is to provide as much identifying information as possible, including author, title,
website name, publisher (if applicable), date of publication or update, and the URL.
Including a retrieval date is also highly recommended for digital sources, as online content
can change or disappear without notice. This ensures that your citations remain verifiable
over time.

Handling Electronic Books (E-books)

Citing e-books follows a format similar to print books, but with the addition of information
relevant to the electronic format. This typically includes the e-book platform (e.g., Kindle,
Adobe Digital Editions) and potentially a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, which
serves as a permanent link to the work. Page numbers for e-books can sometimes be
problematic due to variable formatting; in such cases, chapter or section numbers may be
used as alternatives. Always check if your institution has specific preferences for e-book
citations.

Best Practices for Using Footnotes in Your Thesis



Implementing best practices for using Chicago Manual of Style footnotes in your thesis
will enhance the professionalism and scholarly rigor of your work. Consistent application
of the style guide’s rules, careful proofreading, and a clear understanding of your purpose
for each footnote are key to a successful outcome. These practices extend beyond mere
adherence to rules; they contribute to the overall clarity and persuasiveness of your
research.

One of the most crucial best practices is to be consistent. Whether you choose to number
footnotes sequentially per chapter or for the entire thesis, maintain that system
throughout your document. Inconsistency in formatting or citation details can detract from
the perceived quality of your research and make it difficult for readers to follow your
references. A thorough review of your footnotes for accuracy and adherence to CMOS
before submission is essential.

Be thorough: Cite every piece of information, idea, or quotation that is not your own
original thought or common knowledge. This includes paraphrased ideas, statistics,
and direct quotes.

Be accurate: Double-check all bibliographic details: author names, titles,
publication dates, page numbers, and URLs. Errors in your footnotes can undermine
your credibility.

Be consistent: Maintain a uniform style for all your footnotes, from the first citation
to the last. This applies to indentation, punctuation, and the information included.

Be clear: Ensure that your footnotes provide enough information for the reader to
easily locate the source. If a source is particularly complex or unusual, consider
adding a brief explanatory note within the footnote if permitted by your department.

Proofread meticulously: Pay close attention to the footnotes during the
proofreading process. Small errors in punctuation or formatting can be easily
overlooked but are important for academic standards.



Integrating Footnotes with Your Main Text

The relationship between your main text and your footnotes is symbiotic. Footnotes should
enhance, not disrupt, the reading experience of your thesis. While CMOS allows for some
explanatory notes, these should be judiciously used to provide supplementary context or
elaborate on a point without derailing the main argument. Most footnotes, however,
should solely serve to provide source attribution.

When you introduce a quotation or paraphrase, the footnote number should immediately
follow. This direct link ensures that the reader can instantly connect the information in the
text with its source. If a footnote refers to an entire sentence or paragraph, its placement
after the final punctuation mark is standard practice. Avoid placing footnote numbers in
the middle of sentences or in awkward positions that disrupt the flow of the prose.

The Role of the Bibliography

While this guide focuses on Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for theses examples, it's
essential to remember that a comprehensive bibliography is also a standard component of
a thesis using this system. The bibliography, located at the end of the document, lists all
the sources cited in the footnotes, presented in alphabetical order by author's last name.
The format of bibliography entries is similar to the first-time footnote citations but follows
slightly different punctuation and order conventions, often omitting page numbers for
entire works like books. The bibliography provides a consolidated reference list for
readers.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote
and an endnote in the Chicago Manual of Style for
theses?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, both footnotes and endnotes serve the same purpose: to
cite sources. The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation is referenced in the text, while endnotes are
collected at the end of a chapter or the entire document. For theses, either is acceptable,
but departmental guidelines should be consulted.

Q: When should I use "ibid." in my Chicago Manual of
Style footnotes for a thesis?
A: "Ibid." (ibidem) is used in Chicago Manual of Style notes to refer to the immediately
preceding source cited. However, its use is often discouraged in longer academic works
like theses in favor of the short-form note for better clarity and readability, especially if



there are many intervening notes. It's best to check your specific institutional or advisor's
preference.

Q: How do I cite a source that I accessed through a
database, like JSTOR, using Chicago Manual of Style for
my thesis?
A: When citing a source from a database using the Chicago Manual of Style for a thesis,
you generally include the same information as you would for a print version, plus
information about the database and a DOI or URL if available. The format typically
includes author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, year, and page numbers, followed
by the database name and a stable URL or DOI.

Q: What is the correct way to format a Chicago Manual
of Style footnote for a personal interview conducted for
my thesis?
A: For a personal interview cited in Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for a thesis, you
typically include the interviewee's name, the type of interview (e.g., "interview by author,"
"personal correspondence"), the date of the interview, and, if applicable, the location. For
example: John Smith, interview by author, October 26, 2023, Chicago, IL.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in my
bibliography if my thesis uses Chicago Manual of Style
footnotes?
A: Generally, yes. For the bibliography in a Chicago Manual of Style thesis, you include
page numbers for articles or chapters within larger works (like edited collections) but
typically not for entire books. The bibliography provides full citation details, whereas
footnotes use short-form citations for subsequent references.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in a Chicago
Manual of Style footnote for my thesis?
A: For the first citation in a Chicago Manual of Style footnote in a thesis, if there are two
or three authors, list all their names. For four or more authors, list the first author's name
followed by "et al." (and others). Subsequent citations use the first author's last name
followed by "et al." if applicable.



Q: What is the difference in formatting between a book
title and an article title in a Chicago Manual of Style
footnote for my thesis?
A: In Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for a thesis, book titles are italicized, while article
titles (and chapter titles within edited books) are placed in quotation marks. This
distinction is a key visual cue in identifying the type of source being referenced.
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