chicago manual of style footnotes for
short form citations examples

The Chicago Manual of Style is an essential guide for academic and professional writers,
and understanding its citation system is crucial for scholarly integrity. Specifically,
mastering chicago manual of style footnotes for short form citations examples ensures
clarity and conciseness when referencing sources repeatedly throughout a document. This
article will delve into the nuances of Chicago's footnote system, focusing on the transition
from full notes to the abbreviated short form. We will explore when to use short form
notes, the essential components they contain, and provide numerous practical examples
for various source types, including books, articles, and online resources. By the end, you
will be equipped to confidently implement short form footnotes in your own writing,
adhering to the rigorous standards of the Chicago Manual of Style.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the
notes-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. In this
system, a superscript number is placed in the text immediately following the information
being cited. This number corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at
the end of the document (endnote), providing details about the source. The initial citation
for a source in this system is typically a "full note," containing complete bibliographic
information. Subsequent citations of the same source, however, can be abbreviated using
"short form notes" to avoid repetition and improve readability.

The purpose of footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style is multifaceted. They serve to give
credit to the original authors, allowing readers to locate the source material. They also
prevent plagiarism and demonstrate the writer's engagement with existing scholarship.
Furthermore, notes can be used to include supplementary information or commentary that
might interrupt the flow of the main text. The transition from full notes to short form notes
is a critical element in streamlining these citations as a paper progresses.



When to Use Short Form Footnotes

The decision to switch to short form footnotes is guided by the principle of efficiency and
clarity. Generally, short form citations are introduced after a source has been cited in its
full note form at least once. If you are citing the same source multiple times throughout
your paper, especially for extensive works or frequently referenced articles, short form
notes become indispensable. The Chicago Manual of Style recommends using short form
notes for any subsequent reference to a source that has already appeared in a full note.

There are a few nuances to consider. If a single source is cited consecutively in multiple
footnotes, the Chicago Manual of Style allows for the use of "ibid." (Latin for "in the same
place"). However, even after a series of "ibid." citations, if you return to that same source
later in the paper after citing other sources, you would revert to a short form note. The
goal is to make it as easy as possible for your reader to identify the source with minimal
effort, without overwhelming them with repeated full bibliographic details.

Components of a Chicago Short Form Footnote

A short form footnote in Chicago style is designed to be concise yet informative enough to
uniquely identify the source and its specific location. It typically includes the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number(s) being referenced. The
exact components can vary slightly depending on the original source type and the
information provided in the initial full note, but the core elements remain consistent.

The author's last name is essential for quick identification. The shortened title should be
distinct enough to differentiate it from other works by the same author or similar titles.
For books, this usually means the first few words of the title, often excluding articles like
"A," "An," or "The." For articles, it might be the first few words of the article title. Finally,
the page number is critical for directing the reader to the precise location of the cited
information within the source.

Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Short Form
Citations: Book Examples

When citing a book that has already appeared in a full note, the short form footnote is
significantly abbreviated. The full note for a book typically includes the author's full name,
title, publication information, and page number. The short form condenses this to the
essentials needed for identification.

Let's assume the first citation of a book was:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan
(New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 31.



Subsequent citations to this same book would use the short form:

e Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 78.

e Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 105.

If you are citing a different book by the same author, the shortened title is crucial to avoid
confusion. For instance, if you also cited Foucault's The History of Sexuality, Vol. 1:

2. Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Vol. 1: An Introduction, trans. Robert Hurley
(New York: Pantheon Books, 1978).

Then, later citations would look like this:

e Foucault, History of Sexuality, 15.

e Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 210.

Note how the shortened title clearly distinguishes between the two works.

Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Short Form
Citations: Journal Article Examples

Similar to books, journal articles also benefit from short form citations after their initial
full note. The full note for a journal article includes the author's name, article title, journal
title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page numbers. The short form
significantly pares this down.

Suppose the first citation of a journal article was:

3. Joan Scott, "Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis," American Historical
Review 91, no. 4 (October 1986): 1053.

Subsequent citations to this article would appear as:

e Scott, "Gender," 1060.

e Scott, "Gender," 1075.

The shortened title of the article is enclosed in quotation marks, mirroring its presentation
in the full note. The journal title itself is omitted in the short form note, as the article title
and author's name are usually sufficient for unique identification, especially when the full



note has already provided the journal's context.

Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Short Form
Citations: Website Examples

Citing online sources can be particularly prone to repetition, making short form footnotes
a valuable tool. When a website or online article has already been fully cited, subsequent
references can be shortened. The full note will typically include the author (if available),
title of the page or article, name of the website, publication or last updated date, and the
URL. The short form aims to retain the most recognizable identifiers.

Consider a full note for a webpage:

4. "The History of the Internet," History Channel, last modified November 15, 2023,
https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/history-of-the-internet.

A subsequent short form citation might look like:

» "History of the Internet."

e "History of the Internet," 2023.

If an author is listed for the webpage, their name would be included instead of or in
addition to the page title, similar to book and article citations. For instance, if the author
was Jane Doe:

5. Jane Doe, "Understanding Al," Tech Insights, October 26, 2023,
https://www.techinsights.com/understanding-ai.

Short form:

e Doe, "Understanding AL"

e Doe, "Understanding AI" 2023.

The inclusion of the year is often helpful for online sources that may be updated, providing
context for when the information was accessed or published.

Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Short Form
Citations: Other Source Types

The principles of short form citation extend to various other source types, including
chapters in edited books, interviews, and unpublished materials. The key is to retain the



most distinctive elements for identification.

For a chapter in an edited book, after the full note (which includes the chapter author,
chapter title, editor(s), book title, publication details, and page numbers), a short form
note would typically include the chapter author's last name, a shortened version of the
chapter title, and the page number.

Full note example:

6. Martha Nussbaum, "The Costs of Nationalism," in For Love of Country?, ed. Joshua
Cohen (Boston: Beacon Press, 1996), 56.

Short form example:

e Nussbaum, "Costs of Nationalism," 62.

For interviews, if they have been transcribed or published, the short form would usually
involve the interviewee's last name and the date of the interview. For unpublished
materials like archival documents, it would involve the collection name or relevant
identifier and the document description or date.

Best Practices for Short Form Footnotes

Consistently applying the rules for short form footnotes is crucial for maintaining a
polished and professional academic or research paper. Always refer back to the latest
edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most accurate and up-to-date guidelines, as
they can be refined over time. Pay close attention to punctuation, italicization, and the use
of quotation marks for titles, ensuring they match the style used in your full notes.

When in doubt, err on the side of providing slightly more information rather than too little.
If there's a possibility of confusion, add a distinguishing element. For example, if you cite
multiple works by the same author with very similar titles, you might need to include a
more specific portion of the title or even the publication year in your short form note to
ensure clarity. The ultimate goal is reader comprehension; the short form note should
allow your reader to quickly and accurately identify the source you are referencing.

FAQ

Q: When should I start using short form footnotes in my
Chicago Style paper?

A: You should begin using short form footnotes after you have cited a particular source in
its full note form at least once. If you cite a source multiple times throughout your
document, it is standard practice to switch to short form notes for subsequent references
to enhance readability and conciseness.



Q: What are the essential elements of a Chicago short
form footnote for a book?

A: A Chicago short form footnote for a book typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened version of the book's title (italicized), and the specific page number(s) being
cited. For example: Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 78.

Q: How does a short form footnote for a journal article
differ from that of a book?

A: The primary difference lies in the title. For a journal article, the shortened article title is
enclosed in quotation marks, not italicized, and the journal title is omitted. It includes the
author's last name, the shortened article title in quotes, and the page number. For
example: Scott, "Gender," 1060.

Q: Is it possible to use "ibid." in Chicago Style short
form citations, and if so, when?

A: Yes, "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") can be used in Chicago Style when you cite
the exact same source and page number in consecutive footnotes. However, if you cite a
different page of the same source in the immediately following footnote, you would use
"ibid." followed by the new page number. If you cite a different source and then return to
the original source later, you must use a short form note.

Q: What if I am citing multiple works by the same
author? How do I differentiate them in short form
footnotes?

A: If you are citing multiple works by the same author, it is crucial that your shortened
titles are distinct enough to avoid confusion. You may need to include more of the title or
even the publication year in the short form note to clearly identify which work you are
referencing. For example: Foucault, History of Sexuality, 15, versus Foucault, Discipline
and Punish, 210.

Q: How are short form footnotes for online sources
handled in Chicago Style?

A: For online sources that have already been fully cited, short form footnotes typically
include the author's last name (if available) or the title of the webpage/article (in quotes or
italics as appropriate), and sometimes the year of publication or last modification. The
URL is omitted. For example: "History of the Internet," 2023.



Q: What is the correct punctuation for short form
footnotes?

A: Generally, short form footnotes follow the same punctuation rules as full notes.
Commas are used to separate the author's name from the title, and the title from the page
number. The note ends with a period. For example: Author Last Name, Book Title, page
number. or Author Last Name, "Article Title," page number.
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